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DEeLivErep oN LORD'S-DAY MoRrNING, JULY 20TH, BY

C. H. SPURGEON,

AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

““These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God;

that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of
the Son of God.””—1 John v. 13.
How very simple this all is! John had an eagle’s wing with which to
soar aloft, and an eagle’s eye with which to penetrate into great mys-
teries; and yet of all the writers of the Old or New Testament he is one
of the simplest. He never endeavours to show you the greatness of his
mind or the grandeur of his rhetoric ; on the contrary, he speaks as a
child to those who are children in the school of love. "I would that all
of us who try to teach others would remember this, and sink ourselves
in our lesson.

It is equally notable how practical John is. When he writes he
always has a worthy intent in every line ; * These are written,” saith he,
and he explains the design with which he penned the record. These
epistles are not written to dazzle you, nor to lead you into speculation,
nor to gratify your curiosity ; but these are written *that ye may know
that ye have eternal life.” ~The practical object may seem to the high-
soaring votaries of modern thought to be commonplace ; but John had a
deep veneration for matters which moderns despise. The common-
places of theology are the greenest of the pastures wherein the sheep of
God feed and lie down. It is infinitely more to our benefit to know that
we have eternal life than to be able to predict the fature of empires or
to forecast the destiny of kings. It is of more practical importance for
us to know that we have eternal life than to be able to explain all mys-
teries, or to speak with tongues. John acts according to his loving
heart when he writes to lead his brethren into the assared knowledge
of their personal possession of eternal life.

When he tells us his design, it is that he may help to accomplish his
purpose ; for by informing men of understanding what he is writing for,
he stirs them up to see his purpose and to fall in with it. “These things
have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Sonof God ; that ye
may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of
the SI(\)IH of God.” Dear friends, if this be the design of the inspired
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apostle, let us not be slow to co-operate with him ; but let us pray this
morning for the full assurance of faith, that we may know of a surety
that eternal life is pulsing in our hearts. May you who have not believed
in Jesus feel a fervent desire within your spirits to take that preliminary
step, and become believers in the Son of God.

Come, then, to the text, and with us consider, first, fo whom it was
written,— These things have I written unto you that believe on the
name of the Son of God ;7 secondly, fo what end it is written,—* That
ye may know that ye have eternal life.” This will lead us, thirdly, to
consider how that which was written in this epistle conduces to this blessed
confidence : and then, lastly, I shall have to call your attention to an
added matter which is never forgotten by John, even when he writes with
the design of promoting the highest form of Christian attainment,—
“ That ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.” They did
already believe on the sacred name ; yet it remained a part of his design
to confirm them in that faith, and conduct them to higher degrees of it.

May the Holy Spirit make our meditation profitable.

I. First, then, briefly, To wHOM WaS THIS WRITTEN? It is im-
portant to observe the direction of a letter; for I may be reading a
communication meant for somebody else, and if it should contain
good tidings, I may be deceiving myself by appropriating the news.

This epistle, and this particular text in it, were written for all those
who believe on the name of the Son of God. In part of the epistle he
says, “I write unto you, little children ”; then he says, “I write unto
you, young men”; further on he says, ¢ I have written unto you, fathers”;
but now he writes to babes, to young men, and to fathers under the one
comprehensive description of those who have believed on the name of
the Son of God. Our discourse is, therefore, for all of you who are
believers in Christ. Little child, you who have just begun the spiritual
life, we would have you attain to the confidence that you have eternal
life. Young man, sternly battling with sin, we would have you
strengthened for your conflict by knowing that you have eternal life.
And you fathers, let us hope you have not come so far without this know-
ledge ; but whether you have or not, these things are written that you
in your mature years may rise to the full conviction that the life of
God is strong within you. No person, young or old, is excluded from
this text, unless he is an unbeliever.

To unbelievers this text is not written : it is for all who trust in Jesus;
but it is for none beside. If you enquire why it is not addressed to un-
believers, I answer, simply because it would be preposterous to wish men
to be assured of that which is not true. John never wished that a man
who had not believed in Jesus Christ should even think that he had
eternal life ; for it would be a fatal error. “ He that believeth not shall
not see life ;” how, then, could he have an assurance of possessing it?
Faith is a necessary preliminary to assurance; you must have the
blade of faith before you can have the ripe corn of assurance. Dear
friends, do not dream of being sure that you are saved apart from making
sure that you have trusted yourselves with the crucified Saviour. The
atonement presented by Jesus Christ, the Son of God, gives assurance of
salvation to all who trust in it, but to none besides. It would be taking
things out of their due order, it would be doing you real and perhaps
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fatal mischief if we should lead you to presume that you have eternal
life before you bave unreservedly believed in the Lord Jesus Christ.
“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life; and he that
believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth
onhim.” T speak, therefore, to all of you who have come to Christ, how-
ever imperfect and undeveloped your spiritual life may as yet be; but I
invite none beside to the banquet of joyous confidence. As with a drawn
sword of fire, John’s words guard the way like the cherub at the gate of
Paradise: his words, « these things have I written unto you that believe
on the name of the Son of God,” keep back every man who has not
believed in Jesus from dreaming that he has eternal life. What hast
thou to do with the rest, and the peace, and the blessedness of full
assurance, unless thou hast received the appointed Saviour into thy
heart’s trust?

We may gather from this address being made to all the people of God
and to none beside, that there are some believers in the world, and true
believers too, who do not know that they have eternal life. A very large
aumber of true believers do not know this cheering fact. For instance,
certain Christians believe that even if they are now saved they may yet
be lost : that even if they have the life of God in them, that life may
die out. Beloved, I pray for you that you may know that you have
siernal life, and not a temporary life. The life which the Holy Spirit
imparts to the believer is not a thing of days, and weeks, and months,
and years: its dwelling-place is in the region of eternity. It is practi-
cally a divine life which God puts into us, whereby we are made
< partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is
in the world through lust.” We were begotten again unto a lively or
living hope in the day of our regeneration. The new birth from above
by the Spirit of God is a birth to an endless life. “ Being born again,
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever.” Our Lord at the well of Samaria gives us
another figure : « Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him
shall never thirst ; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him
a well of water springing up into everlasting life.” Many imagine that
this spring can fail. How much comfort God’s dear children lose by not
apprehending the absolute immortality of the new life I will not venture
to say ; but this much I will declare—that to me it is the very crown and
glory of the gospel, that if I receive Jesus into my soul, and the Holy
Spirit imparts to me the new life, I have received an everlasting blessing.
Has not Jesus said “I give unto my sheep eternal life, and they shall
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand "7

Again, a large number of Christ’s people who may be perfectly sound
in the doctrinal view of the nature of this life do not know that they
Ppossess it at this present moment if they are believers. I find even the
commentators, when they try to write upon this text, and most of the
preachers who have left us printed sermons upon it, read the text as if
it said, “that ye may know that ye shall have eternal life.” They speak
about the full assurance that we shall one day enter into glory. 1 beg
their pardon, the text does not say anything of the kind : it is,  that ye
may know that ye have eternal life,” even here, at this present hour. The
spiritual life which is in the believer at this moment is the same life
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which shall be in him in heaven. The grace-life is the glory-life in the
bud : the same life, only less developed. We shall not in the article of
death receive another life than that which we have while we are sojourn-
ing here below. Death sets a seal on that which is, but it produces
nothing. There is to be a very palpable change wrought upon the
body ; but as to the spirit, the life of God which is in it now is the life
which will dwell in it throughout eternity. Our believing life is eternal
life. We want children of God who believe in Jesus to feel that the
holy flame which kindles their lamp to-day is the same fire which will
shine forth before the throne of God for ever : they have begun already
to exercise those holy emotions of delight and joy which will be their
heaven : they already possessin measure those perceptions and faculties
which will be theirs in glory. Let us recollect this, and know that, as
believers, we have eternal life.

Yet again, there are some Christians who believe all this, and are per-
fectly right in theory, but yet they each one cry, “I want to know that X
have eternal life. 1 want a fuller assurance of salvation than I have
already obtained.” That is also our desire for you; forif you know you
have believed in Jesus you certainly are quickened with eternal life, and
ought to know it.

But it is only to you that have believed that the text speaks. If you
have not believed in the glorious name of the Well-beloved, then come
at once and put your trust in him. This is the gospel to every
unbeliever: ¢ Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”
For «“ he that believeth and is baptized shall be gaved ; but he thatbelieveth
not shall be damned.” An unbeliever may have an assurance that he
will be lost, but he cannot have an assurance that he is saved, or ever
will be. First, believe on the name of the Son of God, who is manifested
to take away sin. Trust in his glorious Person, in his finished work, in
his accepted sacrifice, in his prevailing intercession, and in his glorious
advent which is yet to be. Look unto him, and be ye saved. Rest
alone upon the one fonndation which God has laid in Zion, and then
to you will the word of this consolation be sent, but not till then.

II. So, secondly, I have now to mention TO WHAT END JOHN HAS
WRITTEN.

When he says, “that ye may know that ye have eternal life,” I think
his first meaning is that you may know that everybody who believes i
Jesus Chiist has eternal life.  This is not a fact about you and a few
others only, but it is a general truth—every man that belicves on the
name of the Son of God has eternal life. 'We may not doubt this ; it is
not a matster of inference and deduction, but a matter of revelation from
God. You are not to form an opinion upon it, but to believe it, for the
Lord hath said it. Listen to these words. 1 John v. 1: “ Whosoever
believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God.” Thus saith the
Spirit of God, and so it must be. We do not nced any further evi-
dence : if we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater.
The Spirit of God bears witness to this, and as the Spirit is truth, his
witness is certainly true: accept you his witness and ask for no other.
Tt is written (1 John v. 12), « He that hath the Son hath life ; and he
that hath not the Son of God hath not life.” This is the unvarying
testimony of the whole of Scripture, and specially of the writings of the
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apostle John. How many times over he insists upon it that tha believer
has eternal life ! I beseech you, never question the statement. Settle
it in your mind ; for if you have any doubt about it you have undermined
the gospel, and rejected the witness of the Lord, and denied the Holy
Ghost. You will not behave thus wickedly ; therefore glorify God by
believing his testimony.

I think that John in this passage meant, and we will consider him as
meaning, something more—namely, ke wowld have us know that we
personally have eternal life by having us know that we do personally
believe in Jesus. It is one thing to know that every believer has eternal
life; but it is quite another thing to know that I am a believer so as to
have eternal life myself. I have read of one who fell into the water,
and as he was sinking he saw a rainbow in the sky above him. ‘Ah,”
thought he, ““ God has made a covenant not to destroy the earth with a
flood, and yet it is no comfort to me, for I fear I shall be drowned.” The
largest provisions of grace avail us nothing unless we have a personal
interest in them. It is true that every believer has eternal life, but what
if I am not a believer ?

It is a very singular thing that people should not know whether they
believe in Jesus or not: for it is an ascertainable piece of knowledge.
I know whether I think; I know whether I resolve; I know whether I
doubt ; I ought, therefore, to know whether I believe. But you see
human nature received a terrible twist at the Fall, and it has fallen into
a very foggy region, so that the eyes of the understanding are all asquint,
and the air around is very dank. Perhaps you ask me to speak for
myself, and I assure you that I do so; but at the same time I do not
hesitate to say the same of you. You, my clever friend, who are so
wonderfully clear-headed, I should not wonder but what you are the
foggiest and blindest of the whole company. The worst darkness is
that which so blinds a man that he thinks he can see better than other
people.  We are all by nature in such a mixed up state that we need
not wonder at any strange statement or feeling, When you hear brethren
assert that a person who is not assured that he believes must necessarily
be an unbeliever, you may say to yourself, “ That friend does not know
everything.” There is no estimating the possible inconsistency and
contradiction of the human mind. I have been in a state of mind in
which I have questioned the possibility of there being a grain of grace in
me, and yet I have clung to Jesus with a death grip. At such times my
mind has worked morbidly, and its way has been turned upside down.
Bunyan speaks of being “ much tumbled up and down in his thoughts ; ”
and that nearly hits my mental condition. It is very possible for a man
to be a very strong believer and yet to question whether he has a spark
of faith. I have heard ministers ridicule this state of inward ques-
tioning ; and, indeed, it is ridiculous to all but those who are in it. If
you once become a sufferer under this wretched complaint, the absurdity
of your disease will not lessen its painfulness. Our mental distresses
need not be logical ; they can be full of anguish, and yet be most
unreasonable. You probably know some people who are excessively
nervous: they are afraid the skies will fall or the earth will crack: this
18 very stupid, but the agony caused thereby is very real. There is little
of the Christian spirit in the man who can increase mental torment by






