Jtletrayoliton Tabenmacle Pulpit,

THE WHOLE-HEARTEDNESS OF GOD IN BLESSING
HIS PEOPLE.

;. %nnq

Derrverep ox Lorp’s-pay Moryine, Jury 29tH, 1888, BY

C. H. SPURGEON,

AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

““Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will plant them u; this land

assuredly with my whole heart and with my whole soul.”’—Jeremiah xxxii. 41.

‘WE cannot help looking for the restoration of the scattered Israelites
to the land which God has given to them by a covenant of salt: we
also look for the time when they shall believe in the Messiah whom
they have rejected, and shall rejoice in Jesus of Nazareth, whom to-day
they despise. There is great encouragement in prophecy to those who
work among the seed of Israel; and it is greatly needed, for of all
mission fields it has been commonly represented to be one of the most
barren, and upon the work the utmost ridicule has been poured. God
has, therefore, supplied our faith with encouragements larger than we
have in almost any other direction of service. Let those who believe
work on! Those who believe not may give it up. They shall not
have the honour of having helped to gather together the ancient
nation to which our Lord himself belonged ; for be it never forgotten
that Jesus was a Jew. If we, who are branches of the wild olive, have
been engrafted into the good olive, how much more easy shall it be,
when God wills it, that the natural branches, which for a while were cut
off because of unbelief, should be again grafted into their own native
stock! God send it speedily! Oh, that it were so even now! May
the house of Israel look on him whom they have pierced, and turn
unto him with all their hearts. At present we have to say and sing—

““Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race,
A remnant weak and small ;
Hail him who saves you by his grace,
And crown him Lord of all.”

It is a rule, in interpreting the Word of God, that the promises made
to the natural Israel, so far as they are spiritual, belong to the spiritual
Israel. Believers in Christ are the true seed of Abraham. ¢ Though
Abraham be ignorant of us, and Sara acknowledge us not,” after the
flesh, yet Abraham is the father of the faithful; and they that are
faithful justly claim him to be their father. They that are of faith
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are of the spiritual seed of Abraham, who believed God, and it was
counted to him for righteousness. The covenant made with Abraham
is a covenant made with all who are in Abraham, with all the seed
born according to promise, as was Isaac; and we may lay hold, without
doubt or hesitancy, upon all the spiritual promises made to the seed of
Israel as being made to all who, like Israel, know what it is to wrestle
with God, and to prevail. I have, therefore, no doubt whatever in
taking such a promise as this, and using it with reference to the whole
company of God’s elect—those peculiar people, whom God has created
for himself, who shall show forth his praise.

Viewed in that light, we have before us a text of exceeding glory,
one of those great Scriptures that make me fear and tremble for all the
goodness which the Lord causes to pass before me. I have presumed
to handle it; but I do not presume to say that I can take you into its
innermost meaning. I shall pick up a nugget here and there, which
I find upon the surface; but I am painfully conscious that the great
gold-mines underneath are not, as yet, within my reach. Oh, that
we had grace to dig deeper! Oh, that we had greater capacity for
comprehending the heights, depths, lengths, and breadths of the love
of God to his people. I am forced to say to each one of you, * Silver
and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee.” I can only
present to my hearers such as I am able to grasp with my own mind.
May the Lord bless it !

I shall say to you, first, consider this text for instruction : secondly,
consider it with evidence : and thirdly, consider the inferemces whick
naturally flow from 4f. Oh, that the Holy Spirit may take of these
deep things of God and show them unto you!

I. TFirst, CONSIDER OUR TEXT FOR INSTRUCTION. When you do so,
the first thought is, God blesses his people heartily. ¢ I will rejoice over
them to do them good, and I will plant them in this land assuredly
with my whole heart.” Notice, in passing, that word ¢ assuredly ; ”
for it confirms the word as full of truth and certainty. There must be
no doubt here : assuredly banishes it utterly. When the Lord looks
upon his chosen, and opens his liberal hand towards them, assuredly
his heart goes with his hand. There are some works of God in
which his heart does not go. He smites the guilty with his left
hand; but he says, ‘“ As I live, saith the Lord, I have no pleasure
in the death of him that dieth, but that he turn unto me and live.”
But when he is dealing with his right hand of lovingkindness,
his heart goes out with his hand. O beloved, you that receive
his grace may know assuredly that, besides the blessings which you
receive, you also have God’s whole heart therewith. He blesses
you with his whole soul or life. He concentrates his nature upon
you, that he may bless you to the full. He is slow to wrath, but he is
swift to mercy, for he delighteth in it. 'When he deals out his grace
to his people, then you see the loving God, for ¢ God is love;” and
you see the living God, for he blesses you with his whole soul. His
Godhead is displayed in the deeds of his love. There is a way of
doing things, and there is another way of doing things: a work can
be done, and done according to rule, and no great fault can be found
with it; but yet it may be done listlessly, and as a matter of routine.



THE WHOLE-HEARTEDNESS OF GOD IN BLESSING HIS PEOPLE. 423

Another worker takes pleasure in his work, and throws his heart and
soul into it. The result will show the difference in points which one
can hardly mention in words. A painting with a great painter’s heart
and soul in it is a rare treasure. 'When the worker puts himself forth to
his utmost, that he may do the work in the noblest fashion, the product
is most precious. Even so has God determined that in the wonders of
his grace, through Jesus Christ, he will show himself more fully than
in any other labour to which he has set his hand. None other work
so clearly displays the heart of Jehovah.

But then, next, ke does this work of blessing his' people thoughtfully,
foritis added, ‘“and with my whole soul.” Not only the affections of
God, speaking after the manner of man, but the great mind and lLife
of God, is thrown into the work of saving and blessing his people.
His essence, his soul, is here at home. The design argument, when
brought to bear upon nature, proves the existence of God. We see
in nature clear marks of design, and a design argues a designer.
Much more when that argument is brought to bear upon the works of
grace do we see the Lord; for in the transactions of grace there is
design in everything. There is no one act of grace but hath its design
of perfecting the chosen, no one blessing of the covenant but hath its
aim for their eternal blessedness. Salvation is full of those thoughts
of God, which are as much higher than our thoughts as the heavens
are above the earth. What a wonderful thought of God was the
purpose to save his people at all! 'When he brought his foreknow-
ledge to bear upon the future condition of the chosen, he knew what
they would be, and provided for it. He determined to meet all the
difficulties that he knew would arise, especially when he saw them
ruined in the fall. He determined to undo by the second Adam the
mischief wrought by the first. He saw his chosen dead, and deter-
mined to give them eternal life in his Son; he saw them guilty and
condemned to punishment, and he resolved to remove that condemna-
tion by a sacrifice. Perhaps the grandest thought of all was that God
should meet law by law, and death by death; and bring his people,
guilty as they were, to bear the punishment in the person of their
glorious Substitute, and yet cause them never to bear the punishment
at all in their own proper persons ; for they were set free through the
one perfect sacrifice. If you would learn God’s wisdom to the full, as
far as a human mind can grasp it, you should study the marvellous
system of redemption, that whole scheme which begins in election,
and which will never cease

“Till all the chosen race
Shall meet around the throne ;
Shall bless the conduct of his grace,
And make his glory known.”

Can you catch the thought that all the affections of God go out to his
chosen, and that all the thoughts of God concentrate themselves upon
them? ‘What though he upholds high heaven, and rules the universe;
what though illimitable space is filled with the marvels of his power
and skill; yet is his whole heart and soul with his beloved ones. As
a man, however wide his business, thinks still continually of his
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home, so doth God, however many are his thoughts, consider first
and last those of whom he says that he has graven them upon the
palms of his hands. With his whole heart and his whole soul he
gives them undivided attention. Did not I tell you I could not dive
into the depths of this sea? I have thought of God’s heart as I dared;
I have thought of God’s soul as best I could; but how can I ]mowi
what is meant by the whole heart and the whole soul of the Infinite?
Yet all this goeth forth when the Lord blesseth his people, whom he
hath redeemed unto himself. He saith it himself, and so we may
dare repeat it: * With my whole heart and with my whole soul.”

‘We notice, next, that if that be so, then ke employs all kis resources to
bless his elect. 'When a man is doing a thing with his whole heart and
with his whole soul, you know that there is nothing in that man but
what will come out if necessary : there is nothing the man has but
what he will use it to accomplish his purpose. He counts all things
cheap so that he may achieve the design which has absorbed him.
The Lord.our God—I speak as a man, and with deep reverence—is
absorbed in doing good to his people: there is nothing that he is, there
is nothing that he has, but what he will bring it to bear upon the
design upon which he has set his whole heart and his whole soul.

‘When the prodigal returned to his father’s house, his father, in joy
over him, did not keep back anything. Had he love in his heart ?
He kissed him. Had he language on his lips? He spake his love:
¢“Bring forth the best robe,” saith he—it was always kept locked up
by itself; but the best robe is for him—* put it on him. Put a ring
on his hand.” Go to the jewel-chest and fetch out the rarest treasure.
Put shoes on his feet: the most costly sandals you can find, bring
them hither, and let him be shod right royally. The whole resources
of the mansion-house were lavished on him. ¢ Bring hither the
fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry.” They had not
music every day, but the father will not let a single harp or timbrel
be silent on that day. Thetinkling feet of the maidens shall keep time
to the music: nothing shall be wanting to show forth the father’s
love and joy, and make his son rejoice. Behold ye, what God hath
done for his people! He has given them his all: all the wisdom of
his providence shall be theirs while here, and all the glory of his
heaven hereafter. God has his abode in heaven ; behold, he makes it
the abode of his chosen for ever. Angels are his courtiers—they shall
be ministering spirits to his elect. The throne of his Son they shall
sit upon with him. The victories of God shall furnish them with
palms, and the delight of God shall find them harps. But stop, there
is something more than all! It was little for God to give earth and
heaven, but he must needs give his Son, the express image of his
glory, his other self. OQut of the bosom of his love must Jesus Christ
be taken; for he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him might not perish, but have everlasting life. Great God, thou
hast all things, and thou hast given all things to thy people! Thou
hast not held back of thy power, or of thy majesty; for we see thy
strength, thy sovereignty, thy whole self, in their salvation! Thou
hast not kept back thy wisdom or immutability ; for we see both of
these in their attaining to eternal glory! Thou hast laid out thine
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own boundless all-sufficiency, that thou mightest bring thy many sons
to glory. Oh for a well-tuned harp! My soul doth magnify the
Lord; but how can I fitly praise him ?

The Lord subordinates all other works to that of his love. "'When a man
i3 absorbed by a mighty purpose, he may be doing other things—it
may be needful that he should; but you will see him bend all other
matters towards his chief end. He will bring home the sheaves from
all the fields he tills, and lay them up in the garner of his main
purpose. Now see what God hath done. 'When he made the heavens
and the earth, his infinite wisdom thought of his' people; and when
he came to order the nations in providence, ‘ he set the bounds of the
people according to the number of the children of Israel.” At this
hour no king ascends the throne, and no dynasty vacates it, without
reference in God’s mind to his ultimate object. Pestilence, famine,
earthquake, wars, all have some relation to the Church of God. All
that happens, all that is yet to happen, whether it be the falling of
the star Wormwood, or the pouring out of the vials, or whatever else
we dimly see in the mystery of prophecy, all shall move toward the
grand purpose of almighty love. These events are the bow, but his
love purposes are the arrows. Everything, from the first opening of the
seals to the complete unfolding of the book, shall have to do with the
calling, cleansing, training, preserving, and perfecting of those chosen
ones whom he hath given unto his Son. In the end, the heavens and
the earth that now are shall be rolled up, like a worn-out vesture, and
pass away; but in that day the Lord will have respect unto his chosen,
and for them shall be prepared a new heaven and a new earth wherein
dwelleth righteousness; for the bride of Christ, who shall have made
herself ready for the marriage supper, there shall be a fit dwelling.
Everything, whether of creation or destruction, mercy or judgment,
shall work, like the wheels of some vast machinery, to produce good
to those who are the people of the living God.

I would add to these thoughts, feeble and superficial as they are, by
noticing, next, that the Lord gives to his people and for his people without
stint. He blesses them with his whole heart and with his whole soul.
Some persons of a half-hearted nature, even if they entertain you
kindly, yet betray their want of warmth. Others in every little act
prove their intense heartiness. I recollect when I was able to journey
through the country preaching, I for several years stayed occasionally
with a fine old English farmer. He used to have a piece of beef upon
the table, I do not know how many pounds it weighed, but it was
enormous, and I said to him one day, *“ Why is it that whenever I
come here you have such immense joints? Do you think that I
can eat like a giant? If so, it is a great mistake. Look at that
Joint, there,” I said, “if I were to take it home, it might last
me a month.” ¢« Well,” he said, “if I could get a bigger bit I
would, for I am so glad to see you; and if you could eat it all, you
should be heartily welcome. I want everybody that comes here
to-day to feel that I will do my very best for you.” He did not
‘easure my necessities to the half-ounce, but he provided on a lavish
scale. I quote this homely instance of giving heartily to show you
how, on a divine scale, the Lord makes ready for his guests. When






