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¢« For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which
are saved it is the power of God.’’—1 Corinthians i. 18.

Nore well that in the seventeenth verse Paul had renounced the
“wisdom of words.” He says that he was sent to preach the gospel,
“pnot with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of
none effect.” It is very clear, therefore, that there is an excellence,
elegance, and eloquence of language which would deprive the gospel of
its due effect. I have never yet heard that the cross of Christ was
made of none effect by great plainness of speech, nor even by rugged-
ness of language; but it is the “wisdom of words” which is said to have
this destroying power. Oh, dreadful wisdom of words! God grant that
we may be delivered from making attempts at it, for we ought earnestly
to shun anything and everything which can be so mischievous in its in-
fluence as to make the cross of Christ of none effect.

The “wisdom of words” works evil at times by veiling the truth
which ought to be sct forth in the clearest possible manner. The doc-
trine of atonement by blood, which is the essence of the preaching of
the cross, is objectionable to many minds, and hence certain preachers
take care not to state it too plainly. Prudently, as they call it,—craftily,
as the apostle Paul would call 1t, they tone down the objectionable
features of the great sacrifice, hoping by pretty phrases somewhat to
remove the “ offence of the cross.” Proud minds object to substitu-
tion, which is the very edge of the doctrine ; hence theories are adopted
which leave out the idea of laying sin upon the Saviour, and making
him to be a curse for us. Self-sacrifice is set forth as possessing a high,
Licroic influence by which we are stimulated to sclf-salvation, but the
Lord’s suffering as the just for the unjust is not mentioned. The cross in
such a casc is not at all the cross by which self-condemned sinners can
be comforted, and the hardened can be subdued, but quite another
matter. Those who thus veil an unwelcome truth imagine that they
ruke disciples, whereas they are only paying homage to unbelicf, and
\Jmt‘%ting men in their rejection of the divine propitiation for sin.
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‘Whatever the preacher may mean in his heart, he will be guilty of the
blood of souls if he does not clearly proclaim a real sacrifice for sin.

Too often the “ wisdom of words” explains the gospel away. It is
possible to refine_a doctrine till the very soul of it is gone; you may
draw such nice distinctions that the true meaning is filtered away.
Certain divines tell us that they must adapt truth to the advance of the
age, which means that they must murder it and fling its dead body to
the dogs, It is asserted that the advanced philosophy of the nineteenth
century requires a progressive theology to keep abreast of it; which
simply means that a popular lie shall take the place of an offensive
truth. Under pretence of winning the cultured intellects of the age,
« the wisdom of words’’ has gradually landed us in a denial of those
first principles for which the martyrs died. Apologies for the gospel, in
which the essence of it is conceded to the unbeliever, are worse than
infidelity. I hate that defence of the gospel which razes it to the
ground to preserve it from destruction.

The “ wisdom of words,” however, is more frequently used with the
intent of adorning the gospel, and making it to appear somewhat more
beautiful than it would he in its natural form. They would paint the
rose and enamel the lily, add whiteness to snow and brightness to the
sun. With their wretched candles they would help us to see the stars.
O superfluity of naughtiness! The cross of Christ is sublimely simple ;
to adorn it is to dishonour it. There is no statement under heaven
more musical than this: “God was in Christ reconciling the world unto
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them”: all the bells that you
could ring to make it more harmonious would only add a jingle jangle to
its heavenly melody, which is in itself so sweet that it charms the
harpers before the throne of God. The doctrine that God descended
upon the earth in human nature, and in that nature bore our sins, and
carried our sorrows, and made expiation for our transgressions
by the death of the cross, is in itself matchless poetry, the perfection of all
that is ennobling in thought and creed. Yet the attempt is made to deco-
rate the gospel, as though it needed somewhat to commend it to the under-
standing and the heart. The result is that men’s minds are attracted
from the gospel either to the preacher or to some utterly indifferent
point. Hearers carry home charming morsels of poetry, but they forget
the precious blood ; they recollect the elaborate metaphors so daintily
wrought out, but they forget the five wounds, and fail to look unto the
Lord Jesus and be saved. The truth is buried under flowers. Brethren,
let us cut out of our sermons everything that takes men’s minds away
from the cross. One look at Jesus is Detter than the most attentive
gazing at our gems of speech. One of the old masters found that
certain vases which he had depicted upon the sacramental table at-
tracted more notice than the face of the Lord, whom he had painted
sitting at the head of the feast, and therefore he struck them out at once:
let ug, my brethren, do the same whenever anything of ours withdraws
the mind from Jesus, Christ must ever be in the foreground, and our
sermons must point to him, or they will do more harm than good. We
must preach Christ crucified, and set him forth like the sun in the
heavens, as the sole light of men. .

Some seem to imagine that the gospel does not contain within itself
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sufficient force fov its own spreading, and therefore they dream that if
it is to have power among men it must either be through the logical way
in which it is put—in which case all glory be to logic, or through the
handsome manner in which it is stated—in which case all glory be to
rhetoric. The notion is current that we should seek the aid of prestige,
or talent, or novelty, or excitement ; for the gospel itself, the doctrine
of the cross, is in itself impotent in its hands and lame upon its feet,
and must be sustained by outside power, and carried as by a nurse
whithersoever it would go. Reason, elocution, art, music, or some other
force must introduce and support it, or it will make no advance—so
some injuriously dream. That is not Paul’s notion; he speaks of the
cross of Christ as being itself the power of God, and he says that it is to
be preached “not with wisdom of words,” lest the power should be
attributed to the aforesaid wisdom of words, and the cross of Christ
should be proven to have in itself no independent power, or, in other
words, to be of none effect. Paul would not thus degrade the cross for
a moment, and, therefore, though qualified to dispute with schoolmen
and philosophers, he disdained to dazzle with arguments and sophistries ;
and, though he himself could speak with masterly energy—let his
epistles bear witness to that—yet he used great plainness of specch,
that the force of his teaching might lie in the doctrine itself, and not in
his language, style, or delivery. He was jealous of the honour of the
cross, and would not spread it by any force but its own, even as he says
in the fourth and fifth verses of the second chapter of this epistle—
“ My speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: that your
faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.”

Having cleared our way of the wisdom of words, we now come to the
word of wisdom. Paul preached the cross, and our first head shall be
the word of the cross. Many give the cross a bad word, and so our second
head shall be the word of its despisers concerning it, they called it foolish-
ness : and then, thirdly, we will think upon t%e word applied to the cross
by those who believe it ; it is to them “the power of God.” O that
the Holy Spirit may use it as the power of God to all of us this day.

I First, then, we speak upon “THE WORD OF THE CROss.” I
borrow the term from the Revised Version, which runs thus :— The
word of the cross is to to them that are perishing foolishness, but unto
us who are being saved it is the power of God.” ~ This is, to my mind,
an accurate translation. The original is not “the preaching of the
cross,” but “ the word of the cross.” This rendering gives us a heading
for our first division and at the same time brings before us exactly
what the gospel is, it is “the word of the cross.”

From which I gather, first, that the cross has one uniform teaching,
or word. We are always to preach the word of the cross, and the cross
hath not many words, but one. There are not two gospels any more
than there are two Gods: there are not two atonements any more than
there are two Saviours. There is one gospel as there is one God, and
there is one atonement as there is one Saviour. Other gospels are not
tolerated among earnest Christians. What said the apostle, “ If we
or an angel from heaven preach any other gospel unto you than that
which we have preached unto you, %t kim be candidly heard and quictly
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fraternized wilh.” Nothing of the sort. I will quote the Scripture.
Paul saith, “ Let him be accursed.” He has no more tolerance than
that for him, for Paul loved the souls of men, and for to tolerate spiritual
poison is to aid and abet the murder of souls. There is no gospel
under heaven, but the one gospel of Jesus Christ. But what about
other voices and other words? They are not voices from heaven, nor
words from God, for he hath not in one place spoken one thing,
and in another place another; neither is it according to the spirit
of the gospel that there should be one form of gospel for the first
six centuries, and then another mood of it for the nineteenth century.
Is it not written, “ Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and for
ever”? If the atonement were in progress, if the great sacrifice were
not complete, then I could understand that there should be progress in
the preaching of it ; but inasmuch as “It is finished ” was pronounced
by Christ upon the tree, and then he bowed his head and gave up the
ghost, there can be no further development in the fact or in the doc-
trine. Inasmuch as the word of the Lord which describes that atone-
ment i3 so complete that he that addeth thereunto shall have the
plagues that are written in this book added unto him, I gather that
there is no such thing as a progressive word of the cross, but that the
gospel is the same gospel to-day as it was when Paul in the beginning
proclaimed it. The word of the cross, since it is the express word of
God, endureth for ever. Generations of men come and go like yearly
growths of the grass of the field, but the word of the Lord abideth
evermore the same in all places, the same to all nationalities, the same
to all temperaments and constitutions of the mind. “ Other foundation
can no man lay than that which is laid.”

From that word I gather, next, that the doctrine of the atoncment is
one word in contradistinction from many other words which are constantly
being ultered. We preach Christ crucified, and his voice from the cross
is, ““ Look unto me and be ye saved”; but another voice cries aloud,
«This do and thou shalt live.”” We know it, it is the ~oice of the
old covenant which the Lord Jesus hath removed, taking away the first
covenant that he may establish the second. The doctrine of salvation
by works, salvation by feelings, salvation by outward religiousness, is
not the word of the cross, which speaketh in quite another fashion.
The call to salvation by works is a strange voice within the fold of the
church, and the sheep of Christ do not follow it, for they know not the
voice of strangers. The word of the gospel speaketh on this wise—
“The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart : that is,
the word of faith, which we preach ; that if thou shalt confess with
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” ¢ Believe and
live ” is the word of the cross.

Much less do we regard the word of ceremonialism and priesterafy
which still lingers ameng us. We had thought it was a dull echo
of the dead past, but, alas, it is a powerful voice, and is constantly
lifiing up itself. Priesteraft is crying, « Confess to me and thou shalt
have forgiveness, Perform this ceremony, and undergo the other rite,
and thou shalt receive a sacred benediction through men ordained of
heaven.” This voice we know not, for it is the voice of falsehood. He






