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‘“He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not
mine, but the Father’s which sent me. These things have I spoken unto you, being yet
present with you. But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remem-
brance, whatsoever I have said unto you.”’—John xiv. 24—26.

ALL through this thrice-blessed chapter man cuts a very sorry figure.
Whoever it is that speaks, whether it be Philip, or Judas, or Thomas,
each one displays his own ignorance, either by asking an unwise ques-
tion or by making a mistaken request. Yet, brethren, these apostolic
men were by no means inferior persons ; but so superior that we sink
into insignificance in comparison with them. ~ Jesus made them heralds of
his gospel, master-builders of his church; and if fhey displayed such
ignorance, even when the Lord Jesus Christ himself had personally
spoken to them, we must not wonder that we are apt to blunder ; neither
should we despair if we find ourselves dull and slow. If those fathers of
the church so greatly needed to be taught of the Holy Ghost, how much
more do we ?  If they could receive nothing except by the Spirit of God,
how can we hope to be wise apart from his instructions ? OQur position
should be sitting with Mary at the Master’s feet, varied with bowing into
the dust before the Lord under a humble sense of our folly. The chapter
before us is well watered with streams of comfort ; but yet I confess it
i8 ever a valley of humiliation to me, as I see what poor creatures even
the chief of saints are when left to themselves.

But, at the same time, how wonderfully throughout this passage do
we see the lovingkindness of our God in condescending to the weaknesses
of his people. In one verse of our text, the twenty-sixth, we have the
whole Trinity at work upon the believer : « The Comforter, which is the
Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name.” There we have
the Holy Spirit, the Father, and the Son, uniting their sacred energies
for the illamination of the chosen. Each divine person seeks to make
the other to be more fully known : the Son speaking what he hears
yvith the Father, and the Spirit taking the things of the Son and reveal-
ing them to us ; the whole Trinity working in us to will and to do
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according to the divine pleasure. What we are, my brethren, is of
small consequence compared with what As is who worketh all our works
in us. What if we be nothing but clay ; the great Potter knows how to
fashion us to his praise. The great item is not what the clay is, but what
the potter can make out of it. Let us not despond because of what we are
by nature, but let us rejoice as we remember the wisdom and power of God
who has begun a good work in us, and will not cease from his working
till he has perfected his design. ~Wherefore, comfort one another
with these thoughts. Lie low, and be more and more teachable ; yet
be hopeful, for you shall be taught. Confess your own ignorance, but
confide in the Lord’s power to teach you. Rest assured that even for
you there is a noble destiny ; God shall reveal himself to you and in you ;
and you shall not only know for yourself, but shall declare to princi-
palities and powers in the heavenly places the manifold wisdom of God.

In handling my text at this time I desire to be entirely under the
power of the Spirit of God. Not with enticing words of man’s wisdom
would I preach, not with the garnishings of oratory would I foolishly
dream of lending power to the omnipotent word of God ; but with all
simplicity I would speak plainly that which the Holy Spirit teacheth
by our text.

It appears to me that there are three things here worthy of patient
observation: one is, the test of a true belisver,—“ He that loveth me not
keepeth not my sayings” ; a second is, the need of a true believer—
he needs to be taught of the Holy Ghost, and to have his memory
refreshed by the same gracious Spirit,—*“He shall bring all things to
your remembrance.” The best disciple needs help in his understand-
ing, and in his memory. Thirdly, let us think of ke privilege of a true
believer,— The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, shall teach you all
things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have
said unto you.”

I. Let us begin with THE TEST OF A TRUE BELIEVER; and let
each one consent to be tested. Let each man put himself into the
scale, that he may know his weight ; for the Lord pondereth the heart.
He who never judges himself will perish in the judgment of the
last great day.

I would draw your attention to the fact that in this passage, and
elsewhere in Scripture, men are divided into two classes, and not a word
is said of a neutral or intermediate class. The twenty-first verse says,
“ He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that
loveth me”; and the twenty-fourth verse says negatively, “ He that
loveth me not keepeth not my sayings.” {*]vidently there are two
sorts of persons in that part of the world which is visited by the
gospel: he that loveth Christ, and he that loveth him not. If you
once hear the gospel you can never be indifferent to it; you must
either be its friend or 1ts foe, its disciple or its opposer. If once the
Lord Jesus Christ crosses the orbit of your life, you can never henee-
forth be neutral; you must either reject him or receive him ; believe
him or make him & liar. I would urge home upon each of you that
simple but solemn truth, lest any i)erson should think himself omitted
from the range of my discourse, I would so spread the net that no fish
may remain outside its meshes. The gospel must, in the nature of
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things, be to you who hear it either a savour of life unto life, or of death
unto death. By this gospel you shall be judged, and it shall either bring
you where there is no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus, or
it shall leave you where you are condemned already because you have
not believed upon the Son of God. Do not, therefore, hope to live and
die as if there were no Christ. Attempt not to say, *“ He is nothing to
me.” Though you pass by the cross, and refuse to look on Christ, yet
the Crucified One looks on you, and casts his shadow on your path. His
blood will be upon you, either to cry out against you, as a murderer of
the Son of God, or else to be your cleansing from all sin. As to the
person of your Lord, it is evident that you either love him or do not
love him ; one of the two it must be. What is your condition at this
hour ? Sitting among the people of God in this house on this Sabbath
day, are you lovers of the Lord Jesus, or are you enemies to him ?

May God bless that stroke of the winnowing fan, go that by it the
chaff may be separated from the wheat.

But the test 13 this, the loving of Christ. Loving Christ is not the way
of salvation; that can only be ascribed to faith, as it is written, “ He
that believeth on me hath everlasting life.” But the flower which comes
out of the seed of faith is love, and faith is not true faith unless it
worketh by love, and so purifieth the heart.

Observe, that the love is personal: “he that loveth me not.” He
speaks not here of love to doctrine, but of love to himself; ¢ he that
loveth me.” There is a personal Christ, and he is to be loved by each
one of us individually. Do not think of Christ as a historic personage,
who came and went away, whose memory may be dear, but who cannot
personally be the object of a present love. If you are truly his dis-
ciple, and a partaker of his salvation, you love A#m. You realize him
as a living person, as much so as your own self, as your dear wife
or your near friend ; and your heart in deed and in truth is bound to
him. The tendrils of your affection must lay hold on Jesus, climbing
upwards toward God by laying hold upon his Son. You may not always be
able to say that you are sure that you love him, because your agony
to be right may create in you a painful anxiety, and even a morbid
jealousy as to your own sincerity; but you do love him if you are called
by his grace, and if you do not love him, neither have you tasted of his
power to save. When I read those words just now, * He that loveth
me not,” I felt as if I must repeat the words of Paul, and say, “ Let
him be Anathema Maranatha,”—cursed at the coming of the Lord ; for
is it not an awful thing for any heart to refuse to love Jesus? The
most lovable of all beings is Jesus. It is unnatural not to love one so
amiable. Asstreams of water naturally flow into the lowest part of the
valley, 80 one would have thought that the condescension of Jesus for
our sakes made it natural for the love of men to run towards him and
concentrate itself within him. Alas, our nature is now unnatural, and
it is only as the Spirit of God creates a new love in the heart that we

ield our love to the ever-blessed Saviour. If we are not lovers of the
rd Jesus, the Spirit of all grace has not made us to know and trust
Christ ; for if weknew Jesus and trusted him our heart must be wedded
to nim. Christ trusted must be Christ beloved, We must love God when
once the love of Gtod is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost.
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Judge ye yourselves, then : do you love Jesus truly and supremely? He
saith, ‘“ He that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.”
He claims the first place in the hearts of his people. He is an all-
engrossing Saviour, who will never be satisfied till he has monopolised all
our affections and carried our hearts away to abide with him in the treasury
above. Let it be a matter, then, of personal trial with each one of you,
Hear your risen Lord saying, “ Lovest thou me ?” Not to Simon alone,
but to you, John, and to you, Mary, he saith, “ Lovest thou me?”
He standeth here this morning, as once he stood by the lake of Galilee,
and he puts this loving enquiry to each disciple, ¢ Lovest thou me ?”
Is his adorable person the object of your intense regard ? Can you fall
at his feet and say, “ Lord, thou knowest all things, thou knowest that
I love thee! Show me what thou wouldst have me to do.”

Furthermore, as we look at this text we observe that, inasmuch as it
is not always possible to gauge the emotions and the affections, a further
test is given us : *“ He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings.” I
may know, therefore, whether I love the Lord Jesus Christ by answering
this further question, Do I keep his sayings? What meaneth this? It
means, first, have we a reverent regard for all the teachings of the Lord
Jesus Christ? Do we receive them as being our standard of doctrine,
and our rule of life ? Remember that, in effect, all that is in the Old Testa-
ment as well as in the New must be considered to be the sayings of Christ ;
for he says that he came not to destroy the law, but to establish the law,
Heaven and earth shall pass away, but not one tittle of the law shall
fail. The whole record of inspiration is endorsed by Christ, and may
be said to be his sayings. Now, do you accept these sacred Scriptures
as your infallible gnide ? Remember, the sayings of Jesus are the word
of the Father. Mark how Jesus says, “ The word which ye hear is not
mine, but the Father's which sent me.” I tremble as I see in this day
such a trifling with the Word of God ; such a haste to criticise this and
question that, There are degrees of inspiration, so we are told ; and if
that be so, we can be sure of nothing, since we have first to decide some
subtle question as to the measure of the inspiration. As well have no
Bible as such a Bible. Brethren, the Word of the Lord shall have no
such treatment from me, and I trust it will not be so served by any of
you, for if so, you will rob yourselves of comfort, and offer grievous dis-
respect to your divine Lord. I hope we can declare concerning all his
sayings,— Thy word was found, and I did eat it, and it was unto me
as my necessary food.” More to be desired are these sayings than gold,
yea, than much fine gold : they are sweeter also than honey, and the
honeycomb. Did a saying come from Christ ? Has Jesus set forth a
truth in these Scriptures? Then it is not ours to judge, not ours to
donbt ; but ours to accept with implicit faith. The authority of Jesus
stands to us in the stead of reasoning. We g0 reverence him that we
reverence his sayings as being truth itself.

To keep his sayings means, further, % make careful storage of them
in the memory. To keep these sayings must mean to lay them up in
the heart. The blessed Virgin “kept all these things, and pondered
them in her heart,” and so doth every Christian. “Thy word have I
hid in my heart that I might not sin against thee.” It is a blessed
thing when we are not content to hear God’s Word on the Sabbath, but
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listen to its echoes every day in the week. We constantly chew the cud by
meditation, and so we are nourished. We delight to know the meaning
of the Word by keeping it continually before our minds. We keep the
heavenly object long before the sensitive plate of our mind till it is per-
fectly photographed thereon, and we ourselves are changed by it from glory
to glory as by the image of the Lord. Oh, brethren, unless we reverence
the Word, and hoard it up as the choicest of treasures, we have no proof
that we love Christ.

Further than this, to keep Christ’s sayings must mean that, having
learned them and retained them in the memory, we also further keep
them in the mind by frequent contemplation. There is a great failure in
this respect, I am afraid, among many professors ; but those who fervently
love Jesus, and are sanctified to his service, delight to be much engaged
in meditating upon the sayings of Jesus. Our earthly cares are our
burden, but our heavenly thoughts are our rest. What are human
sciences but glimpses at transient and shadowy things ? But spiritual
meditation yields us views of eternal and substantial truth. As I walk
through my house and rcjoice in the comforts of my home, I say to
myself, “These are only mine for a little while. God has prolonged my
life hitherto, but at any moment these visible things may melt away, and
I may be where things are real, though they are now invisible.” Every-
thing that has to do with this world is a vain show ; but as for the world
to come, he that hath a possession therein hath true riches. Should not
our thoughts go most after that which is most? Should we not give the
best of our consideration to that which is best ? the most of our time to
that which is not of time, but of eternity? I am sure he that loves
Jesus delights to think upon the choice words which fell from his lips.
We sit down under his shadow, for he is to us the tree of life, and not
a8 sing(lle leaf of his shall wither, nor the least of his sayings fall to the
ground.

Still, I have no doubt that the main meaning of keeping Christ’s
sayings is found in obeying him. Dear friends, I do not want to say
anything that will be severe, but yet I shall put to you a question
which ought to alarm many professors. Did you ever spend a whole da;
from morning to night in distinctly and resolutely doing that whic
would honour Christ ? I do not mean did you give up your business ?
did you quit your family ? such strange conduct would not honour
Jesus, but would do the reverse. But have you day after day thought
and acted as if Jesus were your master, and you his servant? Is it
habitual with you to say, “ I will only do that which Christ would do if
he were in my place ? His example shall be my law. I will not be
ruled by the hope of personal advantage or selfish comfort ; but to me
the supreme rule shall be,—~What would Jesus do? What would Jesus
have me to do?” I am afraid certain professors fancy that to hold a
sound creed, and to attend a faithfal ministry, and to subscribe now and
then to charitable objects, is about the whole of religion. But you
utterly miss the mark if you judge such matters to be the chief items
of godliness. The chief matter is so to love Christ that we live for
him, and honour him by obedience to him. We cannot serve Christ
by following out our own whims, He who follows his own vagaries is a
vagrant ; only he who obeys Jesus is his follower. By doing what Jesus






