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¢ And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for
now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is
at hand : let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour
of light. Let us walk honestly, as in the day ; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in
chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus
Christ, an§ make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.””—Romans xiii.
11—14.

THIs passage is a piece of holy teaching set forth under the parable of
rising in the morning and preparing for the work of the day. May the
Holy Spirit help me to place it before you in a clear light.

It is a great mistake 1n a man’s life when he does not know the times
in which he lives, and how to act in them ; and when he does not know
the time as to the day of his own life, so as’ to apply his heart unto
wisdom. The apostle speaks of his Roman brethren as ¢ Znowing the
time.,” What, then, is the time of day with the Christian? It is no
longer the dead of the night with us; but “the night is far spent, the
dayis at hand.” A little while ago the dense darkness of ignorance was
about us ; but the gospel has made us light in the Lord. We lay asleep
in the gloom of sin; like a thick cloud it enveloped all our powers ; but
God hath brought us out of darkness into his marvellous light. Some
of us were plunged in despair, a night without a moon, without a star ;
we were without hope, and feared that our future would be the “ black-
ness of darkness for ever.” That hopeless gloom is over, and we have
light and joy in Christ Jesus.

The day-star is shining upon us, the light that lighteneth the Gentiles
cheers our path, and we look for a perfect day. It isnot as yet full day
with us, Cloudless brightness is still a thing of desire and expectation.
The sun has ricen, but it is not noon as yet. For that we look when we
shall see the Well-beloved in his kingdom, and wake up in his likeness.
““The day is at hand,” says the apostle, and that is a word of good cheer.

‘What, then, is “the time ” which Paul would have us know ? It is
the early morning, it is the dawning of the cternal day. The sun has
scattered the thick darkness of nature’s night; we are enjoying his first
golden beams: the time of the singing of birds has come, the time of
the dew of grace, and of the fresh breath of the Spirit. It is not full
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day yet; but, still, the night has gone, and the perfect day of our salva-
tion, when body and soul too shall be delivered from every taint and
trace of the work of Satan,is “nearer than when we believed.” The
tight and heat of day are strengthening ; the darkness and chill of night
are vanishing ; we are getting further off from the power of ignorance,
sin, and despair; we are getting more and more under the influence of
knowledge, holiness, and hope. The apostle would have us know of a
surety that the true light now shineth, even that which will grow
brighter and brighter unto the perfect day. Joy be to our souls, the Sun
of righteousness hath risen upon us with healing beneath his wings.

Of what value is the knowledge of the time of day? It lies here.
Certain duties arise out of the hour. ¢ Man goeth forth unto his work
and to his labour until the evening.” From morning to evening, and
from evening to morning again, there is a round of duty to be ful-
filled, and each work is comeliest if attended to in its own season. When
the shadows of evening fall the time has come for going home, where
domestic joys await us at the hearth. It would not be right for the
labouring man to go home in the morning, nor seemly for him to be
going out at night. Each duty has its own time of day, and therefore
the apostle would have us know the hour and be assured that it is high
time to awake out of sleep. He urges us to the duties which attend the
hour of rising, the hour to which we have now come.

As my Master helps me I shall endeavour, first of all, to give ke
mornang call ; and then, secondly, to preach the morning gospel.

I. First, LISTEN TO THE MORNING CALL.

I have shown you that the hour of the day i3 that in which men
should rise and begin their daily service ; and its first seasonable duty is
to awake—* It is high time to awake out of sleep.” When day begins
sleep should end. The bugle sounds in the camp, “ Awake! - Awake!”
But are not all Christians awake? Yes, from the sleep of death, but not
from other kinds of sleep. Many need rough shaking and loud calling
before they will be thoroughly awakened. Beloved brethren, I speak to
you upon whom the light has arisen, and who are now delivered. from
the power of darkness, for you will not deny that it is high time for you
to shake off the bands of slumber. You should rise from the sleep of
inaction. Do not let your religion consist in receiving all and doing
nothing. Work while 1t is called to-day, and as you wish to be faithful
servants of your gracious Lord be up at once. It is time for you to stir
yourselves, and see what can be done with the golden hours for the glory
of your Redeemer’s name. o forth and see what herbs are to be planted,
what weeds are to be rooted up, what part of the garden needs watering,
and which of the vines need pruning. Your Master’s vineyard needs
constant labour, for he himself keeps it with unceasing care. Up, then,
gird up your loins and yield your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept-
able unto God.

Leave also all lethargy behind you. At night a man may yawn and
stretch himself as he likes; but when the morning comes, good sir,
have done with yawning, and display energy. Look about you and
be brigk, for the day will be none too long. oes not the song of the
birds and the glitter of the dew bid you shake off your slumber and
have done with listlessness? Oh, T haté to see some professing Christian
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people go about the Lord’s work in such a languid way, as if it did not
matter how their Lord was served. Ah me! If God was obeyed with
half the activity with which the devil is served we should soon see a
change in church life. Men are wide awake enough when they are
serving themselves. Jingle a guinea seven miles off and they will hear
it; but if service is to be done for Christ you must put the clarion to
your mouth and blow a blast as loud as the judgment summons before
you can wake men up to hearty enthusiasm. It is high time that we
woke out of half-heartedness.

Moreover, it is time to have done with dreaming. That is proper
for the night, but not for the morning. An ungodly man’s pursuits
are mere dreams; he hunteth after shadows, he feedeth upon.aghes;
his weightiest business is a mere vision, a thing of nought. You who
are not of the night, must not dote on the world’s shadows, but look
for heavenly substance. Live for eternal realities. Set about business
that is real in God’s sight, such business as you will think worthy of your
heart when you come to die and when you stand before the judgment
seat of God. Have done with day dreams as well as night dreams and
come to stern matters of eternal fact. Trifle no longer; the time past
may suffice you for that. Be earnest! Be all awake, put forth all your
powers, arouse all your faculties. It is high time to awake out of sleep.

‘When awake, what is the next duty? Is it not to cast off your night
clothes 2 Our text saith, “ Let us therefore cast off the works of dark-
ness.” The man who is just awakened, and finds that it is morning
light, must first of all put off the garments which covered him during
the night. He quits his bed, and in so doing shakes off his bed clothes
and leaves them. Your friends do not come down stairs wrapped
in the sheets which wrapped them at night; we should suppose they
were seeking their graves if they did so. The coverlet of night is not
our covering by day. There must be a putting off in the morning
before there can be a putting on; there is a measure of undressing
before we commence to dress. Simple and homely as the figure is, it
conveys a lesson which I pray you to remember. Sing and follies are
to be cast off when we put on the garments of light. I have known a
man profess to be converted, but he has merely put religion over his old
character. He has been a passionate man with bad companions, and
all he has done is to carry his bad temper into a church-meeting. He
has been accustomed to drink more wine than is good for him, and all
the change is that he drinks it in respectable company or in secret. He
has taken up the saint without casting off the sinner. The rags of his
lust are rotting under the raiment of his profession. This will never do;
Christ has not come to save you i your sins but from your sins. Anger
and drunkenness, and such like, must be got rid of ; Christ never came
that you might christen your anger by the name of warmth, and your
drunkenness with the name of liberty. I have heard of persons living
unclean lives who have heard that faith in. Jesus Christ would save
them, who have misunderstood this doctrine so grievously that they
have thought of believing in Christ, and continuing in their evil
ways. That attempt will be their ruin. Rahab the harlot was saved
by faith; but she was saved from being a harlot any longer. .The
rags of sin must come off if we put on the robe of Christ. There
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must be a taking away of the love of sin, there must be a re-
nouncing of the practices and habits of sin, or else a man cannot
be a Christian. It will be an idle attempt to try and wear religion
as a sort of celestial overall over the top of old sins. The King’s
daughter is all glorious within, or she would never have received her
clothing of wrought gold. The vision of Zechariah teaches us the
way of the Lord: when he saw Joshua clothed with filthy garments,
the Lord did not put upon him a goodly vesture over these; but he
first said, “ Take away the filthy garments from him,” and then he
added, “ Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I
will clothe thee with change of raiment.” You must be cleansed in
the blood of Jesus before you can be clothed in the white linen which
is the righteousness of the saints. See to it that, being awakened out
of your sleep, ye put off all the garments of the night.

What were they? We find a list of them in the third chapter of the
epistle to the Colossians: “ But now ye also put off all these; anger,
wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.”
Were we fond of the joys of the ungodly ? put them off. Did we speak
things which are untrue? Put them off. Could we sing a loose,
lascivious song ? Put it off. 'Were we angry, morose, malicious? Put
it off. Were we greedy, grasping, covetous? Put it off. Alas, many
professors are as greedy of gain as ever they were; but they wear re-
ligion over the top of their miserly rags, and want you to call the churl
generous, though he is as stingy as he can be. Whatever it is that is
unworthy of the light of day, let us put it off. The apostle says, “ cast
off.” Let the habits of your sinful nature be henceforth regarded as
cast offs: put them right away and say, “I have done with them!
There will not be another night for me, and therefore I shall not want
them. Bury them, burn them; they are my cast-offs.” Let us only
remember our evil habits to weep over them ; let us only speak of them
to warn others, and to glorify the grace of God. As to ever bringing
out our ill habits, and trying to put them on occasionally, God forbid
it should be so!

So far we have described our getting up : first, we awake, and then
we cast off the garments of darkness. Now we must put on our morning
dress. The believer should at once look to his toiletand array himself
for the day: “ Let us put on the armour of light.” ¢« What,” says one,
“armour? Why, I thought my danger was over. The darkness has de-
parted, and I am no longer afraid of thieves and robbers, for the day-
light has come? Why, then, should I put on armour ?” Isit not in-
structive that no sooner do we awake than we have to put on “the whole
armour of God ”? Does it not warn us that a day of battle is coming ?
Brethren, you may as well expect a conflict, for it is sure to come, and
it will be wise to put on your harness for the fight. Dress according
to what you will meet with'during the day. You are not at home yet;
the land of peace is yet beyond you. Young converts think that they
have got to heaven, or very near it ; but it is not so: you aill get there
one day; bnut the time is not yet. You are in an enemy’s country : put
on the armour of light. Perhaps before you get down to breakfast an
arrow will be shot at you by the great enemy ; or you may come down-
stairs after your morning prayer feeling as safe as if you were among






