JMetnopolitan. Tabernacle Pulpit,

OUT OF EGYPT.

3% f’pcrmnq

DELIVERED ON LoRrD’s-DAY MonNING, August 20TH, 1882, BY

C. H. SPURGEON,

AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“‘When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into
Egypt: and was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son.”’—
Matthew ii. 14, 15.

‘“When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt.”’—
Hosea xi. 1.

EGyrr occupies a very singular position towards Israel. It was often
the shelter of the seed of Abraham. Abraham himself went there when
there was a famine in the land of his sojourn. To Egypt Joseph was
taken that he might escape from the death intended for him by his
envious brethren, and become the foster-father of the house of Israel.
Into Egypt, as we all right well know, went the whole family of Jacob,
and there they sojourned in a sirange land. There Moses acquired the
learning which was so useful to him. It was out of the spoils of Egypt
that the furniture of the Tabernacle was made, as if to show that God
intended to take out of heathen hands an offering to his own glory, just
as afterwards the timber of the Temple was hewn by Hiram the
Pheenician, that the Gentiles might have a share in building the Temple,
in token that they would one day be made fellow heirs with Israel.
But while Egypt was for awhile the shelter of the house of Israel
it became afterwards the house of bondage, and a country franght
with danger to the very existence of the elect nation. 'I'here was
a very useful purpose to be served by their going down into Egypt
for awhile, that they might be consolidated into a nation, and might
acquire many useful arts which they could not have learned while
they were wandering about in Palestine : the lesson was valuable, but
it was learned in much misery. They had to smart beneath the
lash, and faint beneath their labour: the iron bondage entered into
Israel’s soul, so that an exceeding great and bitter cry went up unto
heaven. Yet, when the heaviest burdens were laid on their shoulders,
the day of liberty was dawning: when the tale of bricks was doubled,
Moses was born.  When man had come to his extremity of persecu-

tion, then God took his opportunity of salvation, and led his Israel
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out of Egypt in the teeth of their tyrant master. It had been at
first a Goshen to them, a place of great abundance in the Delta of the
Nile; but afterwards it became a Mizriam to them, for that is the
Hebrew word for Egypt, and it means a place of straits and tribulations,
The point that is meant to be brought forward by the prophet is that
they were called out of Egypt, for it was not possible for them to
mingle with the sons of Ham and lose their separate existence. They
were on the banks of the Nile, and at first dweclt there in much comfort,
but this seductive ease was not allowed to hold them: full soon they
were heavily oppressed, and their existence was threatened; yet both
from the comfort of Egypt and from the captivity of Egypt they were
called, and at the call of God they came forth. 'The livi ng seed may go
into strange places, but it can never be destroyed. The host of God
may walk through fire, but it shall not be burned. God las made the
living seed immortal, and it cannot die, for it is born of God. Out of
deadly lands, where every breath is disease, they shall be called by the
cternal voice. Those whom God has chosen may be cast far, but they
shall never be cast away; they may dwell among a pecple like the
Egyptians, most superstitious and debased, a nation of whom even the
heathen Juvenal made sport when he said, “Oh, happy people who
grow their gods in their kitchen gardens,” for they worshipped leeks and
onions, and all kindsof beasts and fowls, and creeping things; but the
children of the Lord cannot be suffered to remain among such a people,
for the Lord desires to make of Israel, and of all believers, a people sepa-
rated unto himself. Out of the midst of guilty Egypt the Lord called his
people, whom he had formed for himself, to show forth his praise. The
abundance of superstition, though it be like the sea, shall not quench the
spark of the divine life in the living family of God : it shall burn on
amidst the waves until the God who first enkindled it shall by his own
right hand pluck it from among the billows, and set it as a light upon a
candlestick that it may give light to all that are in the house. Neither
Egypt of old, nor Babylon, nor Rome can destroy the seed royal; out of
all dangers the church must emerge the better for her affliction. “ Out
of Egypt have I called my son,” is a text worthy to be made a proverb,
for it is true all through the history of the chosen sced. They are called
out from amongst the surrounding race of rebels, and when the call
comes none can hold them back. It were easier to restrain the sun
from rising than to bold the redeemed of the Lord in perpetual servi-
tude. “The Breaker has gone up before them, and their King at the
head of them”: who shall block up their road? God is still calling
them out, and until the very last of his elect shall be ingathered it shall
still stand true, *“ Out of Egypt’—and out of anywhere else that is like
to Egypt, out of the worst and vilest places, out of the places where
they are held fast in bitter bondage, out of these—¢have I” called my
son.”

At this time I shall first call your attention to the text in Hosea ac-
cording to the sense in which the prophet first uttered it. He speaks of
the natural seed called out from the sheltering world, for Egypt was a
sheltering world to Israel, the natural seed, and they were called out of
it by the omnipotent power of God. Secondly, we shall notice fhe divine
seed called out literally from a sheltering Egypt, and brought up from it
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into the land of Judea, that he might be the glory of his people Israel.
Thirdly, we shall spend a little time in considering the chosen seed, those
who are given unto Christ of the Father: these also must come out
from the world, whether it be friendly or hostile. The Lord hath said
to them, “ This is not your rest, for it is polluted”: he is saying the
same to-day. Still is it true of the spiritual seed as of our Lord Jesus
and of the natural seed, “ Out of Egypt have I called my son.” May
the Holy Spirit be our teacher while we handle this great subject.

I. Let us think of THE NATURAL SEED of Israel, as called out of
Egypt, for with them this wonderful text began to be expounded. It is
well worth considering, for this constituted one of the loftiest lyrics
of Hebrew poetry. The deliverance of the people of God out of Egypt
“with a high hand and with an outstretched arm ” is a song which the
ration never wearied of singing, and which we ought never to weary
of singing either, for at the close of all things we and all the spirits
redeemed shall sing the song of Moses, the servant of God and of the
Lamb. The great redemption of the Exodus shall always be so eminent
a_type of the greater redemption upon the cross that the two may be
blended together, and words that were sung concerning the first deliver-
ance may be readily enough used as expressions of our joy in our
salvation from death and hell.

“From Egypt lately come,
Where death and darkness reign,
We seek our new, our better home,
Where we our rest shall gain,
Hallelujah !
We are on our way to God.”

While speaking upon this natural seed I want you to notice, first, that if
they are to be called out of Egypt they must first go down into Egypt.
They cannot come out of it if they have not first gone into it. I do not
know of anything that could have tempted them down into Egypt, for it
had nothing to offer which was better than Canaan; but the fathers of
the tribes were driven there by a famine which troubled the whole world.
The Lord sent a man before them, even Joseph, who laid up in store
food for the seven years of famine, and Israel went down into Egypt
that they might not die, but might be cherished by Joseph, who had
become lord of the land.

The Lord may, in order to prevent his people falling into a worse evil,
permit them to go into that which seems hopeful, but ultimately turns
out to be a great trial to them. Suffering is infinitely preferable to
sinning ; the Lord may therefore send us sorrow to keep us from inig uity.
Dear friend, the Lord who reads your heart may know that it is abso-
lutely necessary for you to be tried, and so spiritually to go down into
Egypt. He may send a famine to drive you there; he may place you
under great tribulations, and so he may bring you down both mentally
and spiritually into a sad condition, where you shall sigh and cry by
reason of bondage. Do not look upon this as a strange thing, for all
God’s gold must pass through the fire. It is one of the marks of God’s
elect that they are afflicted. The Lord Jesus saith. “ As many as I love
I rebuke and chasten.” Depend upon it that if you are one of the
true seed you must go down into Egypt : for the Lord said to Abraham,
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“Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is
not theirs.” The escutcheon of the chosen bears the emblem of a
smoking, farnace and a burning lamp. Even if the world shelters you,
it will sooner or later become to you the house of bondage: yet into
that house of bondage you must ‘go, for there is a great educational
process going on in affliction to prepare us for the land which floweth
with milk and honey. Egypt is one of the early lessons; strangely
early with some ; their religious life begins with a”cloudy morning and
threatening of storm. This will work them lasting good. It is good
for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth;” hence we have “ When
Israel was a child, then I loved him and called my son out of Egypt.’”
The earliest days of Israel were in Egypt, the nation in its infancy was
called from thence. While the divine life has not yet attained to
maturity we meet with straits and troubles, and have to go down into
Egypt and feel the weight of the yoke upon our shoulders. This is one
of God’s ways of preparing us for freedom, for he that has never tasted
of the bitterness of bondage will never be able to appreciate the sweets
of the liberty wherewith Christ makes men free. So Israel must first
go down into Egypt; he descends that he may rise to greater heights.
Note next, that ¢ was while in Lyypt, and at the worst time of their
bondage in Egypt, that they received the Jirst notification that the nation was
lo be called the son of God. Tsrael is not called a son until Moses comes
to Pharaoh and says, “Israel is my son, even my firstborn : and I say
unto thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me.” God had been with
Abraham, and called him his friend, but I do not perceive that he called
him his son, or that Abraham addressed the Lord as “Our Father which art
in heaven.” Neither do I find similar sweet words flowing from the lips
of Isaac or of Jacob ; but when Israel was in bondage, then it was that
the Lord revealed Israel’'s adoption, and openly declared, ¢ Israel is my
son, even my firstborn.” He scourgeth every son whom he receiveth,
and he receives them even while the scourge is sorely bruising them.
They were a poor down-trodden nation—a nation of slaves begrimed
with brick-earth, and bleeding beneath the lash of their taskmasters !
The Egyptians must have utterly despised a people who yielded so
readily to all their exactions: they looked upon them as a herd of
slaves, who had not the spirit to rebel, whatever cruelties they might
endure. But now it is, while they are lying among the pots, and their
faces are stained with tears, that the Lord openly before proud Pharaoh
owns the nation as his son, saying, “Israel is my son, even my first-
born.” I think I see Pharaoh’s grim, sardonic smile as he seemns to
say, “Those slaves, those wretched brickmakers, whom the lowest of
my people despise,—if these are Jehovah’s firstborn, what care I for
him or them ?”” Learn hence, dear brothers and sisters, that God is not
ashamed of his children when they are in their worst estate. We are
told concerning our Lord Jesus, “For which cause he is not ashamed
to call them brethren.” Ay, and not when they put on their
beautiful array, and when the jewels are in their ears, and when
they are led forth with music and dancin , and when they shout
over Egyptian chivalry drowned in the Red Sea, will they be more
the Lord's children than they are in the house of bondage. The
Lord God speaks of their adoption for the first time when they are stilk
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ander the oppressor, and when it seems impossible that they can be
rescned. The Lord speaks very plainly to the haughty Pharaoh,  Let
my son go that he may serve me ; and if thou refuse to let him go,
behold I will slay thy son, even thy firstborn.” ~ Oh, but is it not a
blessed thing to go down into the Egypt of tribulation if there for the
first time we learn our adoption of the Lord? Is it not a sweet thing
even to be under the heaviest bondage if you are by such means made
to understand better than ever you did before what it is to be a son and
a heir, a joint heir with Jesns Christ? The firstborn of every creature
is he, and we are the church of the firsthorn whose names are written in
heaven. The heritage of the firstborn belongs to Jesus, and to us in
him ; and we often know this best when our heart is broken for sin, and
when our troubles are overwhelming our spirit. “ Fear not,” saith he,
«T will help thee.” ¢ Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of
Tsrael ; T will help thee; saith the Lord, and thy Redeemer the Holy
One of Israel.” Yes, it was in Egyptian bondage that they received the
first witness of the Spirit that they were as & people the sons of God.

When it became clear that they were really the sons of God, then /ey
suffered persecution for it. A place which, as I have said, was at first
their shelter, now became the iron furnace of oppression. Their hard
labours are doubled, their male children were ordered to be cast into the
river, and edicts of the most intolerable kind were fulminated against
them. Now, brethren, Satan soon knows the man that God has owned
to be his son, and he seeks to slay him even as Herod sought to kill
Jesus. When the man-child was born, the Dragon knew who that man-
2hild was, and sought to destroy him, and vomited forth floods to sweep
him away, until we read that the earth helped the woman, and there
were given to her wings of a great cagle that she might fly into the
wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished from the face of the
serpent. No sooner is the child of God really acknowledged to be such,
than at once the seed of the serpent will hiss about him, and if they can
will cast their venom upon bim: at any rate, they will bite at his heel,
till God has taught him in the name of Jesus to break the serpent’s
head. Rest assured that this is another mark of the election of grace. All
that will live godly in Christ Jesus must suffer persecution. In Ishmael’s
zase it was seen that he that is born after the flesh persecuteth him that
is born after the Spirit, and so it is now. You cannot expect to pass
through this Vanity Fair without exciting the jeers and sneers of the
ungodly; for the Lord’s inheritance is unto him as a speckled bird :
the birds ronnd about her are against her. Every David has his Saul,
avery Nehemiah his Sanballat, and every Mordecai his Haman.

But now comes the crown of the text, that is, “ I have called my son
out of Egypt,” and out of Egypi Israel must come. For Egypt was not
Tsrael's portion : it was “a land that was not theirs” My brethren,
we are not citizens of “the great city which spiritually is called Sodom
and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified ” ; and the best thing in
this present evil world is not your portion nor mine. Friendly Egypt,
shelgermg Egypt, was not Israel’s inheritance. He gave them no
portion even in the land of Goshen by a covenant of salt. They might
tarry there for awhile, but out of it they must come, as it is written
“ thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt.” The best side of' the world






