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¢ For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers

lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. But
after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not by
works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us,
by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost ; which he shed on
us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour ; that being justified by his grace, we
should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life, This is a faithful saying,
and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in
God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable
unto men.”’—Titus iii. 3—8.
Lasr Thursday evening my sermon was based upon the contrast, in
the second chapter of Ephesians, between the expressions ‘‘not of
works ”’ and ‘“ created in Christ Jesus unto good works.” I tried to
show the true place of good works in connection with salvation. Many
of you were not present then, and I felt that the subject was of such
extreme importance that I must return to the same line of thought
in this greater congregation. I shall endeavour by another text,
which contains the same contrast, to set before you the usefulness, the
benefit, yea, and the absolute necessity for our abounding in good
works, if indeed we are saved by faith in Christ Jesus.

Let us come at once to our text. Qur apostle tells us that we are
to speak evil of no man, but to show meekness unto all men; and he
adds this as an all-sufficient reason—we ourselves also were sometimes
like the very worst of them. When we look upon the world at this
day, it pains us by its folly, disobedience, and delusion. He that
knows most of this modern Babylon, whether he observes the richer
or the poorer classes of society, will find the deepest cause for grief.
But we cannot condemn with bitterness, for such were some of us.
Not only can we not condemn with bitterness, but we look upon our
sinful fellow-creatures with great compassion, for such were some
of us. Yea more, we feel encouraged to hope for ungodly men, even
for the foolish and disobedient, for we ourselves also were, not long
ago, like them. We feel that we must give the thought of our heart
and the energy of our lives to the great work of saving men, out of
gratitude to the Lord our God, who, in his kindness and love, has saved
us. ‘“I am a man,” said one, ‘‘and everything that has to do with

No. 2,042,



494 METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE PULPIT.

men concerns me’’ : but the child of God adds to this, “I am also a
sinful man, and owe my cleansing to the loving favour of the Lord.
I was in the same mire of sin as these are in; and if I am now washed
in the laver of regeneration, and renewed by the Holy Ghost, I owe it
all to sovereign grace, and am bound by love to man and love to God
to seek the cleansing and renewal of my fellow-men.” Egyes that have
wept over our own sin will always be most ready to weep over the sins
of others. If you have judged yourselves with candour, you will not
judge others with severity. You will be more ready to pity than to
condemn, more anxious to hide a multitude of sins than to punish a
single sinner. I will give little for your supposed regeneration if
there is not created in you a tender heart, which can truly say—

¢ My God, I feel the mournful scene ;
My bowels yearn o’er dying men ;
And fain nay pity would reclaim,
And snatch the firebrands from the flame.”

‘With this feeling towards mankind at large, we are led to consider
the divine remedy for sinfulness, and to look with pleasure upon what
God has devised for the creation of holiness in a fallen race. He at
first created man a pure and spotless being. When he placed Adam
in the garden, he made a friend of him; and though Adam has fallen,
and all his race are depraved, God is still aiming at the same thing,
namely, to create holy beings, purified unto himself, to be a peculiar
people, zealous for good works. What has the Lord done? What is
he still doing to this end? How far have we participated in those
processes of grace which work towards this glorious design ?

I ask your attention this morning while I speak, first, of what we
were; and here let the tears stand in your eyes: secondly, of what has
been done for us; and here let grace move in your hearts: and, thirdly,
of what we wish to do; and here let care be seen in your lives.

I. First, beloved, let us think for a few minutes only oF wmHAT
wE oNcE WERE. Think, I say, with tears of repentance in our eyes.
« For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived,
serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful,
and hating one another.”” The apostle does not say, ‘Ye your-
selves,” as if he spoke to Titus and the believing Cretians, but we our-
selves, thus including himself. Beloved apostle, thou dost humbly
present to us this bitter cup of confession, drinking of it thyself with
us, and putting thyself on a level with us—* We ourselves also.”
Come, then, pastor, elders, deacons, and members of the church, you
that have served your Lord for many years, hesitate not to join in
this humiliating confession.

A threefold set of evils is here described. The first set consists of
the evils of the mind: “We were sometimes foolish, disobedient,
deceived.” We were foolish. We thought we knew, and therefore
we did not learn. We said, “We see,” and therefore we were blind,
and would not come to Jesus for sight. "We thought we knew better
than God ; for our foolish heart was darkened, and we imagined our-
selves to be better judges of what was good for us than the Lord our
God. We refused heavenly warnings because we dreamed that sin
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was pleasant and profitable. We rejected divine truth because we
did not care to be taught, and disdained the lowly position of a disciple
sitting at Jesus’ feet. Our pride proved our folly. What lying things
wo tried to believe! 'We put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter;
darkness for light, and light for darkness. In thought, desire,
language, and action *‘ we were sometimes foolish.” Some of us were
manifestly foolish, for we rushed headlong into sins which injured us,
and have left that in our bones which years have not been sufficient to
remove. Every lover of vice is a fool writ large. O my brother, I
suppose you have no photograph of yourself as you used to be; but if
You have, take it down, and study it, and bless God that he has made
You to differ so greatly from your former self!

In addition to being foolish, we are said to have been disobedient ;
and so we were, for we forsook the commands of God. We wanted
our own will and way. We said, * Who is the Lord, that we should
obey his voice ?”’ There is a touch of Pharaoh about every one of us.
Obedience is distasteful to the obstinate; and we were such. “I
knew,” said God, *that thou wast very obstinate, and hadst an iron
sinew.” Our necks by nature refuse to bow to the yoke of our
Creator. 'We would, if we could, be the lords of providence, for we
are not content with the divine allotment. "We wish that we were the
legislators of the universe, that we might give license to our own lusts,
and no longer be hampered with restrictions. To the holy law of God
wo were disobedient. Ah, how long some of us were disobedient to
the gospel! 'We heard it as though we heard it not; or when it did
touch the heart, we did not allow its influence to remain. Like water,
which retains no mark of a blow, so did we obliterate the effect of
truth. 'We were determined not to be obedient to the faith of the
Lord Jesus. We were unwilling to yield God his due place either in
providence, law, or gospel.

Paul adds that we were decesved, or led astray. As sheep follow
one another, and go away from the pasture, so did we follow some
chosen companion, and would not follow the good Shepherd. We
were deceived. Perhaps we were deceived in our thoughts, and made
to believe a lie ; certainly we were deceived in our idea of happiness;
we hoped to find it where it does not exist, we searched for the living
among the dead. 'We were the dupes of custom and of company. We
were here, there, and everywhere in our actions: no more to be relied
upon than lost sheep.

Children of God, remember these errors of your minds, lay them
upon your consciences, and let your souls plead guilty to them ; for
I feel assured that we have all, in some measure, been in this triple
condition—foolish, disobedient, deceived.

The next bundle of mischief is found in the evils of our pursuits. The
apostlesays we were ‘“serving divers lusts and pleasures.” The word
for ‘“serving ’ means being under servitude. 'We were once the slaves
of divers lusts and pleasures. By lusts we understand desires, longings,
ambitions, passions. Many are these masters, and they are all tyrants.
Some are ruled by greed for money ; others crave for fame ; some are
enslaved by lust for power ; others by the lust of the eye; and many
by the lusts of the flesh. We were born slaves, and we live slaves
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until the great Liberator emancipates us. No man can be in worse
bondage than to be enslaved by his own evil desires.

‘We were also the bond-slaves of pleasure. Alas! alas! that we
were so far infatuated as to call it pleasure! Looking back at our
former lives, we may well be amazed that we could once take pleasure
in things whereof we are now ashamed. The Lord has taken the very
name of our former idols out of our mouths. Some who are now
saints were once the slaves of drunkenness, or of ‘‘chambering and
wantonness.”” Some were given up to evil company and rioting, or
to pride and self-seeking. Many are the evils which array themselves
in the silken robes of pleasure, that they may tempt the hungry heart
of man. Once we took pleasure in those sins which are now our misery
as we look back on them. O my brethren, we dare not deny our base
original! To-day we drink from the well of holiness undefiled plea-
sures which delight our souls; but we blush as we remember that
aforetime yonder foul and putrid pools seemed sweet to our vitiated
taste. Like Nebuchadnezzarin the failure of his mind, we fed among
beasts in the madness of our sin. Unlike the Egyptians, who loathed
to drink of the river when God had smitten it with his curse, we took
all the more delight in draughts of unhallowed pleasure because it
yielded a fearful intoxication to know that we were daring to defy
a law.

Do not let me talk about these things this morning while you
listen to me without feeling. I want you to be turning over the
pages of your old life, and joining with Paul and the rest of us
in our sad confession of former pleasure in evil. A holy man was wont
to carry with him a book which had three leaves in it, but never a word.
The first leaf was black, and this showed his sin ; the second wasred,
and this reminded him of the way of cleansing by blood; while the
third was white, to show how clean the Lord can make us. I beg you
just now to study that first black page. Itisall black; and asyoulook
at it, it shows blacker and blacker. What seemed at one time to be a
little white darkens down as it is gazed upon, till it wears the deepest
shade of all. Ye were sometimes erring in your minds and in your
pursuits. Is not this enough to bring the water into your eyes, O ye
that now follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth ?

The apostle then mentions ¢ke evils of our hearts. Here you must dis-
criminate, and judge, each one for himself, how far the accusation lies.
He speaksof “livinginmaliceand envy, hateful and hating one another.”
That is to say, first, we harboured anger against those who had done us
evil ; and, secondly, we lived in envy of those who appeared to have
more good than we had ourselves. The first sin is very common :
many abide year after year in the poisonous atmosphere of an angry
spirit. All are not alike in this, for some are naturally easy and
placable; but in all of us there is that proud spirit which resents injuries,
and would revenge them. Men may sin against God, and we are not
indignant ; but if they sin against us, we are very angry. To the spirit
of Christ it is natural and even delightful to forgive : but such is not
the spirit of the world. I have heard of men who would not forgive
their own children, and of brothers who were implacable towards each
other. This is the spirit of the devil. Revenge is the delight of the
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wicked, but to do kindness in return for injury is the luxury of a
Christian. One main distinction between the heirs of God and the
heirs of wrath is this: the unregenerate are in the power of self, and
so of hate, but the regenerate are under the dominion of Christ, and
so of love. Thou mayest judge thyself by this, whether thy prevailing
spirit is that of wrath or of love: if thou art given to anger, thou art
a child of wrath; and if thou art full of love, thou art a child of God,
whose name is love. God help us to stamp out the last spark of per-
sonal animosity! Let us remove the memories of injury, as the
incoming tide washes out the marks on the sand. If any of youhave
disputes in your family, end them at once, cost what it may. How
can you love God whom you have not seen if you do not love your
brother whom you have seen? Grace makes a great change in this
respect in those who by nature are malicious.

The other form of evil is envy of those who seem to have more of
good than we have. Frequently envy attacks men because of their
wealth. How dare they have luxuries when we are poor? At other
times envy spits its venom against a man’s good repute, when he
happens to be more praised than we are. How can any man venture
to be better thought of than we are? Truly this is the spirit of the
devil, the spirit which now worketh in the children of disobedience.
The child of God is delivered from envy by the grace of God; and if
it ever does arise, he hates himself for admitting it. He would wish
to see others happy, even if he were unhappy himself. If he be inthe
depths of poverty, he is glad that everybody is not so pinched as he
is. If he has received unjust censure, he is willing to hope that there
was some mistake; and he is glad that everybody is mnot quite so
unfairly dealt with. He rejoices in the praise of others, and triumphs
in their success. What! do you wince at this, and feel that you have
not reached so far? May grace enable you to get into this spirit, for
it is the spirit of Jesus!

Beloved, sin takes different shapes in different people, but it is in
us all. This darkness once beclouded those who to-day shine like stars
among the godly. Sin is often restrained by circumstances, and yet
it is in the heart. 'We ought not to take credit to ourselves because
of our freedom from evilsinto which we had no chance of falling. We
have not been so bad as others because we could not be. A certain
boy has run away from home. Another boy remained at home. Is
he, therefore, a better child? Listen! he had broken his leg, and
could not get out of bed. That takes away all the credit of his
staying at home. Some men cannot sin in a certain direction, and
then they say to themselves, ¢ What excellent fellows we are to abstain
from this wickedness!” 8irs, you would have done it if you could,
and therefore your self-praise is mere flattery. Had you been placed
in the same position as others, you would have acted as others have
done, for your heart goes after the sameidols. Sinin the heart of every
man. defiled everything that he does. Even if an ungodly man should
do what in itself might be a good action, there is a defilement in his
motive which taints it all. You cannot draw pure water from a foul
well. Asis the heart, such is the life. Listen to this, ye that have
never passed under the processes of divine grace. See what you are,






