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¢“That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. In whom
e also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.”—
;}phesians i 12, 13.
It appears from the preceding verse that the predestinating purpose of
God deals not only with salvation as a whole, but with the details of it:
it includes faith as well as salvation, which comes of faith. *Being
predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things
after the counsel of his own will, that we should be to the praise of his
glory, who first trusted in Christ.” The trust is appointed as well as
the justification : the means as well as the end. We are not ordained
to be saved apart from faith, but those who are predestinated to eternal
life are ordained to receive it through faith in Christ Jesus. What
God hath joined together let no man put asunder.

Beloved friends, I would have you notice in this verse the remarkable
object which is set before us as the grand design of predestinating grace.
Observe the singular expression of the apostle—'* That we should be
to the praise of his glory.” Observe that he does not say, that we
should sing to the praise of our glorious God, though we will do that ;
nor that we should suffer to his praise, though we would not refuse to
do that; nor that we should work to his praise, though by grace we will
do that ; but “that we should de to the praise of his glory.” The very
being of a believer is to the praise and glory of God. It is written,
‘“ Whether ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the
glory of God;” but this is still more comprehensive, you are to be
to his glory, your very existence is to pradse him. Your being, which
is now turned into well-being, is to glorify the God of grace. When
in the quiet of the garden I have looked upon the lilies standins
erect in their marvellous beauty, and I have realized our Master's
words, that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these,
then I have said to myself, “ What do these to the glory of God?”
Quickly my heart has answered, “ They exist to show forth the glory
of their Creator:” by merely standing where they are, they yield praise
to the Lord: their very being is worship. Even those flowers which
ate born to blush unseen of men do not bloom in vain, they do nou
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waste their sweetness, though they pour it on the desert air, for God
is in the lone places, and beholds with joy his own handiwork. God
is glorified by the being of that which he makes, and especially by the
being of that which he has a second time created by the power of his
grace, according to his purpose through faith. Is it not enough result
of being if we are to his praise ?

Beloved, sce the importance of that trust-which is so constant an
item in the purpose of God when he causes us to be to the praise of his
glory. TUnless we have trusted in Christ we are not living to the praise
of God; buthen we have come by faith into the place wherein we ought
to stand, then is our very being unto the praise of his glory. In
Christ our very existence glorifies God, and it is faith which con-
sciously places us in Christ. Concerning that trust, or if you will—
for the original bears that translation—that hope, which is so essential
to the fulfilment of the purpose of God—concerning that trust I am
about to speak this morning. May the praise of his glory be promoted
by what I am enabled to say'

I Our first point will be that TRUST IN CHRIST IS THE CONSTANT
MARK OF THE 8AVED. “ That we should be to the praise of his glory who
first trusted in Christ, in whom ye also trusted”” I care not whether
you read it “trusted” or “hoped,” the idea will still be the same. Trust
in Christ, or hope in Christ, is the distinguishing token of God’s people.

It was the mark of the apostles. 1t was necessary to an apostle that
he should have seen the Lord, for he was to bear personal witness to
that which he had seen with his eyes, and looked upon and handled; but
this alone was not sufficient, for many saw the Lord and remained in
unbelief, enemies of the cross of Christ. These could not have been
apostles, since they did not trust inJesus. The apostles were those who,
with an inner as well as an outer eye, had seen the Lord, and had
trusted themselves wholly to him as their Leader, Master, Teacher, and
Saviour. There were no apostles worthy to be called apostles who did
not trust in Christ. Truly Judas bore the name, but his Lord said of
him, “ One of you is a devil.” He who is sent of Christ as his witness
first trusts in Christ.

This was also the mark of the first converts, the chosen from among
the Jews. These had the honour to be the elder born—these who first
trusted in Christ. Some of them had the advantage of having trasted
in him before his actual advent, for they were looking for the hope of
Israel, and earnestly expecting the coming of the Messiah. Before our
Lord appeared at the waters of Jordan, and was pointed out by John
the Baptist as “the Lamb of God, which taleth away the sin of the
world,”’ there were hearts that believed in him, and eyes that looked for
him. Still, whether they were Jewish believers, looking for his advent,
or not, this was the mark of their being truly saved—that they trusted
in Jesus, when he was revealed as the Anointed of the Lord. The best
instructed Jew could not find eternal salvation apart from his putting
his trust in Jesus Christ the Son of God.

Now, dear friends, this was the mark of those who were first saved by
the great Redeemer, and I want you to notice how the Holy Spirit sels
them in a class by themselves. He makes a distinction between those
who first trusted and those who' trusted afterwards, because it is a
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nioteworthy honour to have been among the first that trust Christ. It is
a privilege to be led by Jesus, to trust him first in order of time by
beginning in your earliest youth. Happy are those who enter the Lord’s
vineyard amid the dews of the morning, for these redeem years of
time from the bitter servitude of sin, and turn them to blegsed account
in the delightful service of the Lord Jesus. Such are usually distingnished
in the church : early piety makes eminent piety, early consecration
often leads to abounding usefulness. The Lord evidently delights to
be found in a high degree of those who seek him early. They come to
him first, and he remembers the kindness of their youth, and the
promptitude with which they obeyed his call It is also a great
privilege to be called first out of a family or a mneighbourhood.
Peradventure some of you live where there are none who believe in
Christ ; may the Lord grant you this high fuvour to be the leader of
your houschold and your district as a believer! May the shower of
grace fall first on you, and then bless all those who are round about you !
Possibly in your family you do not know of one who has passed from
death to life—may you be the firstfruits out of spiritual death! I have
often observed that where God begins with a family he goes on with a
family. He makes one or two to be the firstfruits, and then he considers
the lump as also holy, and goes on to bless the rest of the household.
Even in nations I scarcely remember a nation or people that has ever
received Christ which has been quite left without his blessing through-
out after centuries: the fire which the first live coals had kindled has
never absolutely been quenched. Therefore, I admire the grey fathers
of the past, the pioneers of the army of the Lord. Paul mentions with
respect those who were in Christ before him, and so should we honour
those who led the way for us by first trusting in Christ. I greatly esteem
in my own mind those first believers who were not borne in by the throng
of others, but went forward alone. I compare them to the first navigators
upon an untried sea; the men who fivst sailed out of sight of shore, greatly
venturing. To be first in perceiving that Jesus of Nazareth was the
Anointed of the Lord was no mean thing, for none of the princes of this
world had any idea of that great fact. These were in truth the “men
of light and leading,” the foremost minds of their age, peasants and
fishermen though they were. These were the first swallows heralding a
glorious summer-tide. These were the first song-birds waking the morn-
ing to behold the newly-risen sun. It is a patent of nobility to be num-
bered with these. I would put a holy ambition into the hearts of those
who are young, and others who belong to ungodly families, suggesting
to them that they should be among their households those “ who first
trust in Christ.” In the history of your tribe you will have an honoured
place as the first who brought salvation to your house. But, whether
you are first or last, if you are saved at all it will be through trust in
Christ. Come young, come old, you will still be saved alone by trust in
Christ. Come as the leader of your family, or come as the last left out in
the cold, you will still have to come by a simple trust and reliance upon
the Lord Jesus Christ. This is the one sole way of salvation.

Now, as this was the mark of the elder born, the text goes on to tell
us that ¢ was the mark of the younger born : in * whom ye also trusted,
after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.”
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The Ephesians did not see the Christ, they never listened to the melodious
tounes of his voice, nor looked into his beloved countenance; but they
were converted by hearing the report of him. They were brought into
salvation afterwards; but still it came to the same thing : they received
like precious faith with those who in former days had obtained eternal
life. Those to whom I now speak trusted in Christ after they had heard
the word of truth. Note the expression. It is the word of #he truth—
the most important and vital of all truths. Nothing but truth can
truly renew the heart. Falsehood works to evil: only truth works
towards righteousness. We heard the word of the God of truth, and
it came to us as the word of God: it came with the force of truth,
carrying conviction with it, and it came as the word of God, exercising
a divine power over our nature, and hence it was that we came to trust
in Christ. My unconverted hearer, if you desire to have faith in Christ,
listen to the truth, and to the truth only. Shut your ears to error, and
hold yourselves only ready to hear the glorious gospel of the blessed
God. “ Faith cometh by hearing,” but that hearing must be the hearing
of the word of God. It is by the hearing of the word of truth that
men come to trust in Christ, but trust in Christ they must, or they will
perish. He is the sole Rock on which we must rest : the one Foundation
laid for us to build upon.

The apostle also says to these Ephesians, “Ye heard the gospel of
your salvation.” O delightful word! The gospel, the glad tidings!
The glad tidings of salvation! Yea, more, the glad tidings of your
salvation ! ‘The gospel brings to us a personal deliverance. We heard
Christ preached, and we saw that he had salvation for us. Another
man’s Saviour brings us little joy, but salvation for ourselves is good
news indeed. Joyful was the day when my heart said, *“ Blessed be
God, I need salvation, and it is joyful tidings to me that there is an
atoning sacrifice by which my sin 1s put away! I can be reconciled to
God through the death of his Son, and in Christ Jesus I can be accepted
and beloved of the Lord.,” By such reflections we were led to a simple
and hearty trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. That trust is the broad
arrow of the King, set upon all his royal possessions. Where that trust is
found, that soul is God’s possession ; where it is wanting, that soul still
lies in the arms of the wicked one. This trust, of which some make so
little, is, nevertheless, the distinguishing and the discriminating mark by
which we must discern between him that feareth God and him thav
feareth him not.

Note, before I leave this portion of the subject, that érust in Christ us
of the same nature in all belicvers, 1t is not the same in degree, nor in
constancy, nor in energy; but yet it is the sawme faith, ¢ Ye received
like precious faith, ” said Peter. Paul’s faith and your faith are the
same faith if your faith be true faith. The faith of Abraham and the
faith of a little child who has newly believed in Jesus are the same faith.
A diamond is a diamond whatever its size nay be, and so little faith and
great faith are of the same essence. Whether it be a grain of mustard-
seed or a mountain-moving faith, it is still faith of the operation of God,
faith in the same object, and faith working to the same end. Hence
John, speaking to his converts, prays, “That you may have fellowship
with us: and traly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son






