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¢ And the LorD spake to Manasseh, and to his people : but they would not hearken..
‘Wherefore the LorD brought upon them the captains of the host of the king of Assyria,
which took Manasseh among the thorns, and bound him with fetters, and carried him
to Babylon.””—2 Chronicles xxxiii. 10, 11.

TaE proper way for a sinner to be brought to God is, for God to speak
to him, and for him to hear. Manasseh would not come that way:
¢« The Lord spake to Manasseh, and to his people : but they would not
hearken.” Therefore, as God determined to save the rebellious
king, he fetched him back by a rougher road; he sent the captains
of the host of the king of Assyria, who took him among the thorns.

I am going to talk fo you a little about the plain and proper road by
which you should come to God, and then I shall deal with those who
have gone among the thorns. There may be some such characters here
to-night. Let me say that, if I should happen to describe anyone very
correctly, I hope he will not do as a friend did the other Monday.
He had come up to London, and I gave such an accurate description
of him on the Sunday that he came in very indignantly to see me the
next day, to know whether his wife had not written to me. He looked.
as if his wife and myself might both of us have rather hard times with
him. When I assured him that I did not know his name, and had
never seen him or his wife, or heard a word about him, he grew a little
more calm ; but the portrayal of him appeared to be so accurate that
I could not help saying to him, ‘“ Surely God has spoken to you. Take
the message home to yourself. Do not blame me or your wife; but
blame ,y,'ourself to think that such a description should apply
to you.

Now, first, as I have already told you, the proper way for a sinner
to be brought to God is for God to speak to him, and for him to hear.
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In Holy Scripture, God warns men. He tells them that sin is an evil
thing, and that, if it is persisted in, it will bring endless ruin to them.
Now, the proper thing for the man who hears 'that warning is to take
heed to it, to run to the helm of his vessel, and steer the ship in another
direction. God grant that you and I may not be as the horse and as
the mule, that need bit and bridle; but may we listen at once to the
warning so kindly given, and turn from every evil way !

Sometimes, God speaks by way of invitation. “Come to me,” saith
he. ¢ Returnto me. I am ready to forgive. I delight in mercy.”
Now, the proper way for one who hears this invitation is not to wait
and linger, but to accept it at once. ¢ When thou saidst, Seek ye my
face ; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, Lord, will I seek.” The
Lord invites you to come to the ark to escape the flood, to come to the
banquet to stay your hunger, to come to the sacred bath, that you may
wash and be clean, as he of old did who washed his leprosy away in
Jordan. Whenever God speaks to us in any way, let us listen, and,
listening, let us obey, especially when he sets before us Jesus cruci-
fied, and says to us, * Trust in him, and you shall be forgiven. Accept
the Great Sacrifice; believe that your sin was laid on him, and you
shall be for ever clear of it.”” Oh, that you would accept him at once !
‘We do not need to go round about, over hedge and ditch, to find the
Saviour ; there is the cross, look to it, and live. I wasasking a friend,
just now, concerning a sermon he had heard, and he said, “It was a
very clever sermon ; butif anybody had followed its teaching, he would
not have been within six thousand miles of the cross of Christ.” Well
now, that is not what I want to do with you, to lead you thousands of
miles away from Christ; but, as God has set forth Christ to be a pro-
pitiation for sin, I pray that you may accept him, and live by him.
¢ Look unto me,” says he, ‘‘and be ye saved.”

¢ There is life for a look at the Crucified One.”

May the Holy Ghost, whose word is, “ To-day, to-day, to-day,” speak
with power to your hearts, that you may hear because God speaks!

You understand the way sinners are saved, do you not? ¢ Faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” 'We hear the
gospel, we believe it, we live by 1t: there is the whole machinery of
salvation. We preach a crucified Saviour, and whosoever believeth in
him shall not perish, but have everlasting life ; yet we cannot beat it into
men’s heads that salvation is so simple as this. I remember how Martin
Luther said that it was so difficult to get the doctrine of justification
by faith into the minds of the Wittenbergers that he had halfa mind
to take the Bible, and beat them over the head with it. I am afraid
that he would not have got the truth into their. heads that way.
¢ TLook,” said he, “if these sectaries come to you with a new doctrine,
you stare at it, like a cow at a new gate; but when I bring you .thg
gospel, you will not even look at it, much less will you receive 1t.
Oh, that the Spirit of God would deliver us from such folly, that we
may accept Christ, trust him, and live! ) .

This is the happy way of salvation, to hear, believe, and live. Men
go about to try and invent a salvation that makes its followers miser-
able; you must have so many wretched feelings, so much despair, 8o
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many gloomy thoughts. No, no. The gospel message is, ¢ Believe,
and live.” Why should men want to make their case worse than itis ?
It is already as bad as it can be. Why struggle to find an impossible
addition to your present danger? Why try to import foreign and
extraneous griefs into your already unbearable misery? I was trying
once to explain the gospel to a young woman, so as to make it very
simple to her; but she said, “ Why, dear sir, I thought I was to feel
a great deal! My father, before he found Christ, was so bad that he
had to be put away in a lunatic asylum, and I thought I must be like
he was.” That is the rough way that many people think they have
to travel; but the proper way, the Scriptural way is, ¢ Come to Jesus,
put your trust in him. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved.” This, then, is the happy way.

It is also an accessible way. If I preached to you that you must
have so much despair, so much of terrible agony of soul, you might
say, “I cannot go along that road. I am a young man full of spirit.
I am a young woman with ruddy cheeks and happy heart. MustIbe
miserable in order to find Christ?”> Ah, my dear friend, it is not so
put! You will have, you must have, sorrow for sin. That, the Lord
will give you ; you have not to make it yourself, the Holy Spirit will
work it in your heart if you yield yourself wholly to him. How often
have I told you that, if you cannot come to Christ wit% a broken heart,
come to Christ for a broken heart! If you have not a proper sense of
sin, T do not expect that you ever will have it until the Holy Spirit
gives it to you. Come to him, and trust him to work it in you. Re-
member that repentance does mnot come before faith; it is a kind of
Siamese twin with faith. Which comes first I cannot tell, until you
tell me which spoke in a wheel moves first when the whole wheel
moves. Repentance is the lovely sister of faith, if it be not faith’s
first-born child. So you are not to repent first, and then to come to
Christ. Bring nothing to the Saviour except your nothingness. Come
t6 him empty, just as you are. In a short time, some of the fruits in
our gardens will be ripening. Suppose we have a fine apple tree, or
pear tree, with fruit on it, quite ripe. As you stand under it, you can
imagine that you hear it talk, Trees have a language; shall I inter-
pret what that tree is saying ? It says, ‘“Baskets, bring baskets.”
‘What for? Here is a basket ; but I dare not bring it. * Why not?”
asks the tree. Because it is empty. If the basket were full, I would
bring it ; but the tree will say to you, ‘I want empty baskets, that I
may fill them with fruit.” So Jesus wants nothing of you but your
emptiness; and you may come to him just as you are; in fact, this is
the only way to come to him aright. If you live in the country, where
you have an old-fashioned well, do you ever say to yourself, * I dare
not let this bucket down till I fill it ”? Everybody would laugh at
you if you talked like that; you let it down empty, that it may be
filled. So let your empty soul down into the deep well of Christ’s
infinite merit, that it may be filled to the brim.

Thus, you see, this is a happy way, and it is an accessible way.
You can come to Christ, can you not, in such a way as this?

. It is, next, a way which has frequently been taken. Talking, some
time ago, about the difficulties I had when coming to Christ, I said to
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some brethren present, ¢ They were self-made difficulties; they were
not necessary, except it was that I might know the rough road in order
that I might the better help others;” and I remember that our
beloved and honoured brother, William Olney, said, “ I never had
such difficulties at all ; I know nothing whatever about them. Asa
boy, I trusted in Christ, and I found peace with God at once.” I
believe that there are hundreds and thousands of earnest Christians,
who simply come to Jesus without any particular pang of conscience,
or grief of heart, and they are as truly in Christ as any of us, and
their lives prove it. This is a way that has been frequently taken;
all men are not fools, some do take the straight and narrow road that
leads to everlasting life. I pray you, therefore, my dear unconverted
hearer, especially you, young men, and you, young women, to enter
the King’s highway, which leads to glory everlasting. Hear while
Grod speaks, believe what God says, and live for ever.

Is not this the gospel way? ¢ He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved.” ¢ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
be saved.” Isit not the right way? ‘Where else should we look but
to our Saviour? What can we do but look, for we have nothing of
our own to bring ? Let us even now look out of ourselves to Christ,
and live for ever. Would it not be a blessed circumstance if, without
any further question about the matter, every unconverted man and
woman here to-night would close in with Christ, erying, ‘I will perish,
if I do perish, at the cross-foot. I will trust thee, Emmanuel, the
unique Saviour, the one and only Interposer, the one Mediator, who
can lay his hand on God by virtue of his own Godhead, and on man by
reason of his manhood, and join us both together in a blessed league of
endless amity ”? May that be done for each one of you! Let the
prayer go up from you who do know the Lord, you who can pray,
“ Lord, save the whole congregation!” What a congregation it is!
Every Sabbath, morning and night, these masses gather here. Lord,
why do they come if thou dost not intend to bless them ? Shall they
come up like waves of the sea, and then go rolling back again, and
leave not a trace behind? No, rather may some precious pearls be
washed up on the shores of salvation to-night that shall adorn the
crown of Christ for ever and ever! .

But now I come to the tug of war in the other side of my subject.
When men reject this simple and easy way of trusting Christ, there
and then the Lord might leave them ; and if he did leave them, woe
would be unto them. There is no greater curse than that solemn
sentence, ¢ Let him alone.” But, instead thereof, the Lord begins to
take men along a rough road. Let me read the text again:
¢« The Lord spake to Manasseh, and to his people : but they Yvould not
hearken. Wherefore the Lord brought upon them the captains of the
host of the king of Assyria, which took Manasseh among the thorns,
and bound him with fetters, and carried him to Babylon.” Perhaps
he will do the same with you, it may be that he is dealing }:hus with
some of you; and here is the point where I thought it was likely that
I might describe somebody’s case very particularly.

1. First, THE LORD OFTEN ALLOWS TEMPORAL TRIALS TO TAKE MEN
capTIvE, It often happens that God, with a view to the salvation
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of men, sends to them temporal trials to capture them, as Manasseh
was taken ¢ among the thorns.” Is it so, my friend, that, after hearing
the gospel for years, you are still unconverted, and that now God is
beginning no longer to speak to you with words, but to deal with
you by blows ?

I have known persons in this case to find everything going wrong with
them in business. It has seemed as if the current which had flowed
toward them had suddenly dried up, or flowed backward. Do what
they may, nothing prospers. There is a blight and a mildew on all
their crops. They are disappointed where they had the highest hopes.
Their speculations all turn out failures. KEverything goes wrong.
This is one of the black dogs with which the Good Shepherd fetches
home his stray sheep; perhaps he'is thus going to fetch you home,
I pray that he may.

In the case of another, the man finds himself out of work. He has
always been able before to bring in enough for the wife and the
tamily, but now he is out of a situation, and cannot get employment.
He has tramped the streets of London till he has worn out his boots,
but he cannot find anything to do. The table had a very scanty meal
upon it to-day; and this Sabbath has been a very sorrowful day in
that home. We read of one, the other day, who destroyed himself
because he could not bear to be so long without work. Do not so
act, I pray you; oh, do not think of such an evil course as that!
Rather say to yourself, ‘“ Here is another of the Lord’s black dogs
come after me; I would not go when the Shepherd called me, but he
means to have me, and so I am being tried in this way.” If, like
Jonah’s gourd, your hope withers, and you feel ready to faint, do not
faint, but be of good courage; some of these rough waves may wash
you on the rock. I am sure I pray that they may. Come and flee
away, flee away, floe away now to the God who smites you in love.
Kiss the rod, and yield yourself to him who holds it, for these troublous
ways are often the very ones by which the Lord brings his exiled
children home to his heart.

Sometimes, God permits men to fall into very extraordinary troubles.
Some of you have read the life of Mr. John Newton. As a young man,
you know how boldly wicked he was; but what a shameful thing it
was for him, the son of parents who were able to support him in
comfort, to be found on the Gold Coast, literally a slave, with scarcely
a rag to cover his nakedness! Yet this severe discipline was neces-
sary. He would never have been the Lord’s free man if he had not
been man’s slave; if be had not been brought as low as that, he
might never have looked up to God. I have known some people get
into very strange circumstances, so remarkable that, if they were to
describe them, they would hardly be believed ; and I may be speaking
to some such just now. Horror has taken hold upon you; your con-
dition has become indescribable; yet perhaps this is the only point of
view from which your eyes will begin to see your Saviour. Itisstrange
that men should need to be flogged to Christ; but they do. If you
will not come by the easy way, you shall come by the rough road; and
if a call is not enough, you shall be made to smart, but you shall
come, for the Lord means to save you. Yield to him, I pray you;






