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¢¢ And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not
might see; and that they which see might be made blind.”’—John ix. 39.

THE great day of judgment is not asyet. God in infinite long-suffering
waiteth to be gracious, giving men space wherein to repent, and to be
reconciled to him. Jesus has come into the world for judgment, but
not for that last and eternally unchangeable judgment which awaits us
all. That hour and that advent will arrive: we have the declara-
tion of God’s word for it. Read Matthew xxv. “When the Son of
man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall
he sit upon the throne of his glory : and before him shall be gathered
all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd
divideth his sheep from the goats.” There is no question as to this
sure fact: even if many more centuries should pass away, the dread
assize will be held in due season. * The Lord is not slack concerning
his promise, as some men count slackness.” He is full of tenderness and
long-suffering, and therefore he tarries; but the vision will come, it will
not tarry. Settle this in your minds, and live as in the presence of that
august tribunal.

Though the Day of Judgment be not at this hour, yet our Lord
Jesus is now carrying on a form of judgment in the world. “ His fan
isin his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor.” He sits as a
refiner separating ever and anon his silver from the dross. His cross
has revealed the thoughts of many hearts, and everywhere his gospel is
acting as a discoverer, as a separater, and as a test by which men may
judge themselves, if they will. It is a very happy circumstance when
a 1man is willing to accept the Lord’s judgment day by day, permitting
the law itself to judge him before the Lawgiver ascends the tribunal.
Happy are those people towards whom a present judgment is being
exercised, of whom Paul saith, “ But when we are judged, we are
chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the
world.” Saints are judged now by a fatherly discipline, that they may
not be judged hereafter by a judicial condemnation.
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Our Lord’s great design in coming into the world is the salvation
of men. “God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but that the world through him might be saved”; but, in order
to that salvation, it is necessary that men should know the truth about
themselves, and should take up a truthful position before God; for
God will not endure a lie, neither will he save men upon false grounds.
He will deal with all his creatures according to truth; if he con-
demn them it will be because equity requires it, and if he save them it
will be because he has found a way by which mercy and trath are met
together.

So, then, everywhere throughout the world, wherever Christ comes—
comes by his gospel and the consequences of it—a judgment is going
on. Men are set before the judgment-seat of their Saviour: they are
tested, tried, made manifest, and declared. Light no sooner comes into
the world than it begins to judge the darkness. Scarcely had it been
known to be darkness if the light had not revealed the contrast. Where
the gospel comes, some hearts receive it at once, and are judged to be
“honest and good ground”’: men who are willing to accept the gospel
come to the light that their deeds may be made manifest that they are
wrought in God. Other hearts at once hate the truth, for they are the
children of darkness, and therefore “they love darkness rather than
light, because their deeds are evil.” You see, then, how without its
being the main intention of Christ’s coming into the world, it yet becomes
a secondary effect, and, so far, an incidental purpose of his coming, that
his very appearance among the sons of men should judge them. In this
glass they see their own countenances, and discover their spots; by this
plummet-line they test their own uprightness, and see how far they
lean towards evil. Under the sign of the gospel the Lord has set up a
public weigh-house. Do you not see the great scales ?7—they are correct
to a hair. Come hither and test yourselves. Even in this banqueting-
house of love truth marks her own, and sets her brand on counterfeits.
God hath a fire of trial in Zion, and a furnace of test in Jerusalem.

At this hour I pray that the gospel may have a dividing effect in
this house.

Observe with care that wherever Jesus Christ comes the most decided
effects folloo. “Iam come that they which see not might see, and that
they which see might be made blind.” Neither to the right nor to the
wrong is Christ indifferent. Whoever you may be, if you hear the
gospel at any time it must have some effect upon you. It will either
be to your soul “a savour of life unto life,” or else “a savour of death
unto death.” It will be antidote or poison, curing or killing, softening
the conscience or searing it. It will either make you see, or else, be-
cause you fancy that you see, its very brightness will make you blind,
like Saul of Tarsus, who cried, “ I could not see for'the glory of that
light.”  You cannot be indifferent to the gospel if you become a hearer
of it. “I am come,” said Christ—that fact none of you can escape:
“ for judgment I am come,” and that judgment must take place in your
mind and conscience whether you will it or not. This coming and
judgment have a wonderfully marked and decided effect. It is not
that of a little improvement or of slight alteration ; it is the turning of
things upside down, so “ that they which see not might see, and thab
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they which see might be made blind.” It is a very violent change,—
from light to darkness, or from darkness to light. In either case it is
an absolute reversion of condition. Now, the gospel will do just that for
you: if you live without it, it will make you die; if you feel that you
are dead without it, it will make you live. * He hath put down the
mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree. He hath
filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty
away.”

Learn hence that there will always be some effect upon the human
mind wherever Christ comes; and that this effect will be a very decided
one, changing all their conditions as much as if the laws of nature were
reversed. The Lord’s approach to a soul will lift it into the light more
and more gloriously ; orelse it will plunge it into deeper darkness, deeper
responsibility, deeper guilt, and consequently deeper woe.

‘Well may we justify that faithful preacher of the word who, in the
middle of his sermon, suddenly stopped, and cried, ¢ Woe is me! What
am I doing? I am preaching Christ to you, and while I hope some
of you are receiving him, and so I am leading you toward heaven, many
others of you are rejecting him, and thus I am increasing your responsi-
bility and your guilt. Thus I am doing evil instead of good to you.
Woeisme!” God help his poor servant: I have often felt the sweet
preaching of the gospel to be bitter work. I do not wonder that dark
thoughts come over the earnest preacher; I wish his hearers would
partake with him in his anxieties. May we unite in deep concern to-night ;
I will pray for God’s blessing upon every one of you, and do you pray
earnestly that no word of mine may be unprofitable to you. When
preacher and hearer draw the same way the chariot wheels move to music,
and tll)lat music is salvation. Come, Spirit of the living God, and make
it to be so.

Now, I want to take you immediately to the text, and I shall dwell
upon two points of it if there should be time. If not, I shall keep to one
only. The first is enough to begin with : CHRIST HAS COME THAT
THOSE WHO SEE NOT MAY SEE.

It is a very wonderful thing about the .gospel that it is meant for
people who think themselves most unsuited for it, and most undeserving
of 16,—it is a sight for those who see not. An anxious friend gave me
the other day a description of himself which was enough to make a
man stand aghast to hear it. With many sighs and tears, he described
to me the condition of a man lost by nature and by practice, and unable
to help himself in the least degree. When he had completed his story
—1I let him finish it, and touch it up with a few extra strokes of black
—I took him by the hand, and said, “I am sure that you are one of
those whom Christ came into the world to save. You have given me
the most accurate description possible of one of God’s elect when aroused
t> see his state by nature before the Most Holy God. You are one of
those for whom the gospel was intended.” I spoke boldly, for I felt
that I was only stating the truth.

Since Jesus Christ came into the world to open men’s eyes, I know
that he did not come to open the eyes of some of those around me,
for they have bright eyes, which smile on me while I am now speaking,
and seem to say,—No oculist is needed here!” I cast my eyes all
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round the place, and I see nothing for the great Opener-of-eyes to do till
1 pause at yonder pew, for there sits a blind man. There are one or
two here to-night whose natural eyes have for many years been sealed
in darkness ; and I say of them, if Jesus Christ has come to open any-
body’s eyes, he has come to open the eyes of the blind. It must be so.
Infirmity and disability are needful preparations for the receipt of the
blessing of sight. Suppose I heard that Jesus had come to make lame
men leap like a hart. Well, I should look round and say that he did not
come for that young girl,—she can skip like a gazelle, and run like a
fawn ; he did not come for that young man,—I saw him on his bicycle
just now, flying over the ground swiftly as a swallow skims the stream.
Neither did the healer of the lame come for that strong brother over
there, to whom a quick, long walk is quite a pleasure. But just now
there limped down yonder aisle a lame man on his crutch. Did you
not hear his heavy movement? Well, if Jesus Christ came to heal
lameness, that is the kind of person that he had his eye upon.

When T hear of a charity breakfast being distributed, I never imagine
for a moment that the select assembly that will be gathered to discuss
a meal of porridge and bread will consist of members of the Houses
of Lords and Commons, or of the royal family. I do not suppose that
one of those honourable confraternities will be present at a festival with
beggars, unless they should take a fancy to be lookers-on. If I went
to a charity breakfast and saw some of the peerage there with basins
and spoons, instead of stars and garters, I should say, “Turn out.
You are not the people that ought to be here. You have no right
at this entertainment. The richer and the more respectable you are,
the less right you have to be sitting at a meal that was meant for
the poorest of the poor.” Now turn the parable round. IFf you are
blinded in your spiritual sight, Christ came to open your eyes. If
you are lame, so that you cannot run to him, Christ came that he might
restore you. If you are as poor as spiritual poverty can make yous
poorer than that—as poor as sin can malke you; and if you are as unable
to help yourselves as the dead in the graves, then I remember that
great truth, ¢ When we were yet without strength, in due time Qhrlst
died for the ungodly.” It sounds curious, does it not? but it is so;
« Christ died for our sins,” not for our virtues. It is not your efficiencies,
but your deficiencies which entitle you to the Lord Jesus. It is not
your wealth, but your want ; it is not what you have, but what you
have not; it is not what you can boast of, but what you mourn over,
that qualifies you to receive the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. He
came on purpose that those that see not might see. O blind eyes, 1
have good news for you. O souls that sit in darkness and in the valley
of the shadow of death, my feet are beautiful to-night, for I bring you
glad tidings of exceeding joy—light for the blind, gladuess for the
despairing, grace for the guilty.

Now, I want you to consider the blind man of whem we were
reading in the narrative just now as a sort of model blind man—
the kind of blind man that Jesus Christ delights to look upon, and
to whom he rejoices to give sight. This blind man knew that he
was blind. He never had a doubt about that. He had never seen &
ray of light, and yet he believed that he was blind,—not quite so easy
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a matter as some of you may think, for I have met with thonsands of
blind men who laugh at the idea of sight because they have had no
experience of it, and they refuse to believe more than they can under-
stand or feel. This sightless beggar had to be told that there was such
a thing as sight; but being so told he believed it, and all his after
experience went to confirm the unhappy fact. Under a full persuasion
that it was even so he had taken up the proper position for a poor,
blind man; he sat by the wayside, and asked for alms. Now, the man
whom Christ delights to bless is the man who knows his right place,
and is willing to occupy it. He does not conceal his blindness, and talk
as if he carried a telescope about with him, and communed all night
with the stars. Many of you unconverted people are a deal too high ;
you will have to come down a good many notches before you will be in
your true places. You are so excellent, are you not? and so intelligent,
and so humble, and so well-meaning, and so everything that you ought
tobe! To you salvation will never come. The spirit of peace will never
dwell in a nest which reeks of pride. In your own false judgment
you are within an inch of being perfect, whereas the Lord knows
that you are not half that distance from hell, if his justice were to be
let loose upon you. You dream fine dreams in your fond conceit of
yourselves, fancying that you have kept the law from your youth up, and
that you are abundantly religious, and excellent, and admirable, and
all that you ought to be. Aslong as you think thus highly of yourselves,
the blessing is hindered and kept away. You self-exalting ones are
not of the kind that Jesus came to bless. He said himself, “I came
not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

Perhaps some one here is saying, “ I do not understand it; I cannot
get at this gospel ; I scarcely know my own condition. I am unhappy,
I know; I am not right, I know; but I cannot describe myself,
or see myself aright. Asto this faith of which I hear so much, and
this atoning blood which seems so mighty to cleanse, I seem as if I could
not perceive it or comprehend it. Alas, I am so blind!” You speak the
truth, my dear friend, and therein you are like the blind man in the gospel.
I pray that as Jesus healed Adm, so he will heal you; and I pray with
strong confidence, too, for my Lord has certain fixed ways, and when he
meets with certain cases he acts after the same method with them.
Jesus is not arbitrary, but he has a way of procedure from which he does
not deviate, so that, when he meets such a case as yours, he does the
same with each instance of it, to the praise and glory of his name.
Take up a blind beggar’s position to-night, and sit down and ecry for
light and healing, and you shall certainly have them.

Thig blind man not only believed that he was blind and knew it, but
he had a sincere desire to be enlightened. 1t was no grief to him that
Jesus had come that he might see. It was an intense joy to hear that
Jesus had opened the eyes of other blind men ; and, though he may
have feared that his case was one quite out of the catalogue—for since
the world began it was not heard that any man had opened the eyes
of one that was born blind—yet he was pleased to find that Jesus Christ
had stopped and looked upon him, and was placing clay upon his eyes.
He felt a gladness and an alacrity about his heart when he was bidden
to go to Siloam and wash : his whole manhood went with the Saviour’s






