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“Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear : and this uncircumcised Philistine
shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God. David
said moreover, the Lord that delivered me out of the paw of the lion and out of the
paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine.”—1 Samuel,
xvii. 36, 7.

WE have all thought a great deal of the courage of David in meeting
giant Goliath, but probably we have not given him credit for his con-
duct in a previous contest. We have not sufficiently noticed that
immediately before the encounter with the Philistine he fought a battle
which cost him far more thought, prudence, and patience. The word-
battle in which he had to engage with his brothers and with king Saul,
was a more trying ordeal to him than going forth in the strength of
the Lord to smite the uncircumcised boaster. Many a man meets with
more trouble from his friends than from his enemies; and when he has
learned to overcome the depressing influence of prudent friends, he
makes short work of the opposition of avowed adversaries.

Observe that David had first to contend with his own brothers. I
hardly think Eliab was so much swayed by envy as has been supposed.
I fancy that Eliab had too much contempt for his young brother to
envy him ; he thought it ridiculous that a youth so given to music
and piety and gentle pursuits should dream of encountering a giant.
He derided the idea of his being equal to such a task, and only feared
lest in a moment of foolish enthusiasm he might throw his life away in
the mad enterprise ; and therefore Eliab somewhat superciliously, but
still somewhat in the spirit natural to an elder brother who feels him-
self a sort of guardian to the younger members of the house, chided
him and told him that only pride and curiosity had brought him there
at all, and that he had better have remained with his sheep in the
wilderness. Such a youth he thought was fitter among lambs than
among warriors, and more likely to be in his place beneath a tree with
his shepherd’s pipe than in the midst of a battle. David met this
charge in the very wisest way: he answered with a few soft words,
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and then turned away. He did not continue to argue, for in such a
contest to multiply words is to increase ill feeling, and he who is first
silent is the conqueror. Grandly did this young man restrain himself,
though the provocation was very severe, and herein he won the honours
of the man who restrains his spirit, and he is greater than the soldier
who takes a city. I admire David as he selects his five smooth stones
from the brook, but I admire him quite as much when he so gently
replies where others might have been angry, and then so wisely turns
aside from a debate which could not have been to the profit of either
party.

Next, he is brought before Saul, and David enters upon a con-
test with a king, to whom he felt loyal respect, and with a soldier who
had been a man of war from his youth up, and had wrought many famous
deeds, ome, therefore, to whom David looked up with not a little
reverence. When king Saul said to him, “ Thou art not able to fight
with this Philistine, for thou art but a youth and he a man of war
from his youth,” it must have been somewhat difficult for the young
hero to cope with the weighty judgment ; and yet he did so, answering
meekly, forcibly, and in all respects well. Did you notice how David
said to Saul, “ Let no man’s heart fail because of him.” He did not
say, “ Let not thy heart fail thee;” he was too much of a courtier for
that, he had too much delicacy of mind to insinuate that a royal heart
could fear. When he proceeded to argue with the king it was in the
most polite and deferential manner. He begins, “ Thy servant kept
his father’s sheep”’; he calls himself a servant of the king, and does not
hesitate to own that he is only a shepherd who had no flock of hisown,
but served under his father, There was nothing like assumption, but
the very reverse. Yet while he used soft words he brought forth hard
arguments ; he mentioned facts, and these are always the best weapons
against carnal reasoning. Saul said, “ Thou art not able to meet this
Philistine ;” but David replied, “ Thy servant slew both the lion and the
bear.” He placed facts against mere opinions, and won the day. He
did not quote Scripture to the king, for I suppose he knew Saul too
well for that, and felt that he had not grace enough to be swayed by
the promises and examples of Holy Writ : but he bronght facts before
him, knowing well how to give a reason for the hope that was in him
with meekness and fear. His arguments quite overcame the opposi-
tion of Saul, which would have damped the enthusiasm of many, and
Saul not only commissioned him to go and fight the Philistine, saying,
“Go, and the Lord be with thee;” but he actually clothed him in his royal
armour, which was of no small value, and which of course would have
increased the honours of the Philistine champion had David fallen before
him. Some little faith in David was kindled in Saul’s bosom, and he
was willing to trust his armour in his hands. Thus it is clear that
David fought the battle  with Saul as admirably as he afterwards
conducted his duel with the giant, and he deserves no small honour for
it ; nay, rather unto God be honour who while he taught his servant’s
hands to war, and his fingers to fight, also taught his tongue to utter
right words, by which he put to silence those who would have abashed

him.
What was the pith of David’s argument? What were the five
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smooth stones which he threw at the head of carnal reasoning? That
shall be the subject of this morning’s discourse. We will consider the
way in which David argued down all doubts and fears, and by the
Spirit of God was nerved to go forth to deeds of sacred daring in the
name of the Most High, for the same conquering arguments may, per-
haps, serve our turn also.

Three things are before us in the text, recollections, reasonings, and
results.

I. First, RECOLLECTIONS. ““ Thy servant kept his father's sheep, and
there came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock : and I
went out after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth :
and when he arose against me, I caught him by his beard,and smole him,
and slew him. Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear.”” These
were noteworthy facts which David had stored up in his memory, and
he now mentions them, for they exactly answered his purpose. We
ought not to be unmindful of the way by which the Lord our God has
led us, for if we are we shall lose much. Some saints have very short
memories. It has been well said that we write our benefits in dust and
our injuries in marble, and it is equally true that we generally inscribe
our afflictions upon brass, while the records of the deliverances of God
are written in water. It ought not so to be. If our memories were
more tenacious of the merciful visitations of our God, our faith would
often be strengthened in times of trial. Now, what did David recol-
lect, for I want you to remember the same ?

He recollected, first, that, whatever his present trial might be, %e had
been tried before, tried when he was but a young man, peacefully em-
ployed in keeping his flocks. A lion rushed upon his prey and he had
to defend his sheep :—no small trial that for a young man, to have to
meet a savage beast, strong, furious, and probably ravenous with
hunger. Yet the ordeal had not destroyed him, and he felt sure that
another of the same kind would not do so. He had encountered that
danger in the course of his duty, when he was in his proper place,
and engaged in his lawful calling, and he had thereby learned that
the path of duty is not without its difficuities and perils. He was
keeping his flock as he ought to be, and yet a lion attacked him ; and
so you and I have met with trials which did not arise from sin, but,
on the other hand, came to us because we conscientiously did the right,
and would not yield to temptation. We must not think that we are
out of the right road when we meet with difficulties, for we must
expect through much tribulation to inherit the kingdom of God.
Severe afflictions and afflictions arising out of holy walking are not
new things to us, let us now remember our old encounters.

He remembered, too, that ke had been tried frequently. He had been
not only attacked by a lion, but also by a bear. ~ He had been tried in
different ways, for lions and bears do mot fight exactly in the same
manner, neither are they to be met with precisely the same tactics.
Da.v1d remembered that his trials had been of different sorts, and that
in each case the battle had been hard. It was no small matter to fight
hand to hand with a lion, and no child’s play to rush single-handed
upon a bear. We, also, in looking back, remember sharp encounters
with foes of many kinds, which were terrible battles to us at the time.
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Brethren, some of us who have been for years in the ways of the Lord
can tell of shrewd brushes with the enemy, and we can speak of wounds
and ugly rents, of which we wear the scars to this day. Many have been
our adversaries and furious, yet have we been upheld till now by Jesus,
the Captain of our salvation. Wherefore, then, should we fear concern-
ing the present fiery trial, as though some strange thing had happened
to us. Is it a Philistine this time? Well, it was a lion before, and a
bear on another occasion: it is only a little change of the same con-
stant trial of our faith, and therefore let us not shrink from the
conflict.

Next, David recollected that ke had risked all in the prosecution of
his duty. He was set to take care of the sheep and the lambs, and
he did so. A lion had dared to leap into the fold and seize a lamb,
and without a single thought of anything but the lamb and his own
duty the young shepherd rushed upon the monster with all the ardour
of youth, and smiting him with his crook compelled him to drop his
prey. He had put his own life in jeopardy for the poor defenceless
lamb. Can you not recollect, my Christian brethren, when you also
took no thought as to what you should lose if you followed Christ, and
cared not if it cost you your very life? With carnest honesty you
desired to learn what you ought to do, and you did it, careless of the
cost. Reproach, slander, misrepresentation, and unkindness you defied,
so long as you could but clear your conscience and honour your Lord. O
blessed vecklessness ! Do you remember those early days when you
could checrfully have gone to prison and to death for Christ’s sake ?
For Scriptural doctrines, and ordinances you would willingly have suf-
fered martyrdom. Perhaps some of you have on more than one occasion
actually risked everything for the sake of integrity and for the honour
of the Lord Jesus Christ, even as others have defied the utmost power
of Satan, and the most virulent hatred of men for the sake of the Lord
God of Hosts. You have felt that you could sooner die than deny the
truth, and sooner perish from off the face of the earth than be craven
to the trust which the Lord had committed to you. Look back upon
your brave days, my brethren, not that you may be proud of what you
did, but that you may be ashamed if you are afraid to do the like again.
Blush if what you could do as a stripling should appear too hard for
you in riper years. These recollections have precious uses ; they will
lead us to bless God and humble ourselves in his presence.

Next he remembered that ke kad on that occasion gone alone to the
fray. The antagonist was a lion, and a dozen men might have found
themselves too few for the fight ; but David remembered that in that
contest he was quite alone : he had not called in the under shepherds to
the rescue, but armed only with his crook, he had belaboured the lion
till the monster found it convenient to leave his prey and turn upon
the young shepherd. David was ready for him, seized him by his
beard, dashed his head upon the rocks, and did not relinquish his grasp
till the king of beasts lay dead at his feet. It was a grand incident,
even had it stood alone, but a bear had supplied an equally memorable
trophy. Some of us may well recall hours in our past lives when we
were all alone, and, as we went forth to serve the Lord Jesus, our
enterprise was regarded as Utopian and spoken of as sure to end
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in failure. Many a good man has gone forth for Christ’s sake even
worse than alone, for those who should have aided have done their best
to criticise and prophesy disaster; but men whom God ordains to
honour have shut their ears to critics, and pushed on till they have
reached success, and then everybody has said, ¢ We always thought so,”
and not a few have even claimed to have been ardent admirers all along.
Brother, do you remember when every one said you were foolhardy and
self-sufficient, and regarded your course as absurd and sure to come to
an end ? Six months were to see the end of your career, which was a
mere bubble and would soon collapse ? Ah, those were brave times
when the Lord was with you and man’s opinion weighed but lightly.
It may be that for truth’s sake your relatives turned their backs upon
you, and no man would say you a good word, and yet in the name of
the Lord God of Hosts you did the right and dared all results, and you
have had no cause to regret it, but overflowing reasons to bless God
that he strengthened you to “dare to be a Daniel and dare to stand
alone.” Look back at that couragcous hour, and now that you are
surrounded by a goodly company of friends, think whether you have as
simple a trust in God 70w as you manifested then. If you judge that
you have, prove by your actions that you can still dare to go forward
under difficulties, unshackled by dependence on an arm of flesh. The
discipline of desertion ought not to have been lost upon you, you ought
to be all the stronger for having been compelled to walk alone. The
friendship of your fellows has been a loss rather than a gain if you
cannot now wage single-handed battle as you did in former times.
Are you now become slavishly dependent on an arm of flesh ? If so,
chide yourself by the memories of braver days.

Dayvid also recollected that on that occasion when he smote the lion
and the bear he had nothing visible to rely upon, but simply trusted his
God. He had in his hand no sharp weapon of iron with which to
smite the wild beast to the heart, but careless as to weapons, he thought
only of his God, and rushed on the foe. He was as yet a young man,
his muscles were not set and strong, neither did he seem fit for such a
venturous deed ; but his God was almighty, and, reliant upon the
omnipotence of God, he thought nothing of his youth, but flung him-
self into the fray. What more in the way of help did he need, since
God was with him ? Oh, brethren, there were times with some of
us when we commenced our work, when our sole reliance was the
unseen Lord. We were cast upon the invisible power of God, and if
that could fail us we must go. Our attempts were such as carnal
reason could not justify, such indeed as only divine interposition could
carry through. They were right enough if the divine power could be
calculated on, but apart from that they were we.l nigh insane. Glory
be to God, he has been as good as his word, our faith has been justified
by results, and unbelief has been struck dumb., The Lord taught us
to rest in him from our youth up, and to declare his wondrous works,
and now that we have tried and proved his faithfulness we dare not
hide these things from the generation following. Our witness must be
borne even though we should be charged with boasting. “ My soul shall
make her boast in the Lord.” But can it be true that now we have
begun coolly to calculate means and to rely upon methods and plans,






