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¢ And it came to pass, when the angel of tho Lord spake these words unto all the
children of Israel, that the people lifted up their voice, and wept. Aund they called
the name of that place Bochim : and they sacriliced there unto the Lord.”” —Judges ii.
4, D
Lt me give an outline of the chapter, that we may put the text into
its proper sctting.

God had brought his people out of Egypt, and divided Jordan that
they might march through dry-shod into the land which lie had promised
to their fathers. He charged them to drive out the Canaanites, a race
that had become so loathsome in God’s sight that he decreced their
destruction, and appointed the tribes of Israel to be their executioners.
It was for the good of the universal world that this pest-house should
be broken up, and that the filthy races should be destroyed ; and God
gave his people that charge to carry out. Those who quarrel with this
arrangement should remember that this is not the only instance of
aboriginal tribes being driven out by a superior race. Our Anglo-Saxon
nation drove out the original inhabitants of this island, who survived
only in the mountains of Wales and Cornwall, and in the highlands of
Scotland. It certainly will not be wise on our part as Anglo-Saxons to
condemn Israel for doing under divine command what our forefathcrs
did for their own aggrandizement. Alas, in more modern times lands
have been seized and nations extirpated by the white man without
divine warrant or reasonable excuse. We do not justify all this; but
if any complain of Israel for obeying the sentence of God, let them first
raise their voices against the driving out of ancient races by colonists
of our own race.

The order to slay the Canaanites had a second object, nawely, that
Israel might dwell alone in the land, and might keep themselves to
themselves—the great monconformists of the universe—separated from
all the rest of mankind both by residence and by manners, not following
the customs of the nations round about them, or falling into their sins.
That they might be sanctified they were to be separated. “ The people
shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations.” ~Now,
mark and note right well that it is an evil thing, under any pretext
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whatever, to depart in any degree from the commandment of the
Most High God. Whatsoever may be the law which God gives, either
to the whole race or to his chosen, they will find their safety in keeping
close to it. But Israel forgot this. Soldiering was hard work—storming
cities and warring with men who attacked them with chariots of iron
was heroic service.  All this required strong faith and untiring persever-
ance, and in thesc virtues the Israclites were greatly deficient; and so,
in certain places, they said to the Canaanites, “ Let us be neighbours :
let us duwell together.” They thought, perhaps, that they had abundant
reason for this easy mode of ending the dispute; for those who would
correct infallible wisdom have usually a great deal to say for themselves.
Certain persons thought in those days that the religious notion of God’s
requirements was too severe, that he was, after all, a mass of merey, and
that the best thing that they could do was to be kindly tolerant of these
Canaanites and make the best terms they could with them. They said
that perhaps, after all, it was a pity to be so old-fashioned and so rigid
in carrying out the divine order, and it would be better to learn some-
thing of the civilization of the Canaanites, something of their arts and
sciences, something of their theory of religion; for men ought to have
liberal views, and believe that there is latent truth in all forms of
worship. At any rate, it could do no harm to study their archaology,
and go to their temples, and see the gods they worshipped, and get a
general acquaintance with the advanced thought of the period; for the
Canaanites were a greatly advanced people, they were the advanced
thinkers of the period. They had thought out he-gods and she-gods,
Baal and Ashtarcth, and their lesser deities were many : they were, in
fact, a highly cultured people, always thinking out something fresh, So
Israel said, “ It were a pity to carry out the divine denunciation quite to
the letter. Let us tone it down. There are many things to be learnt from
these people. No doubt they have their fine points, and we must not
be too hard upon their imperfections. Therefore let us enter mto
treaties with them and live with them.” They did live with them, and
fell into their ways. Tolerance led to imitation, and Israel became as
vile as the heathen whom the Lord bad condemned, and the Israelites
hecame a mixed race, in whose veins there flowed a measure of Canaanite
blood. Yes; if you depart from God’s word by a hair’s breadth you
know not where you will end. It needs but a little to degrade the
Christian into a Ritualist, and still less to turn the Ritualist into a
Romanist. We shall go far if we once start on the downhill road. I
would to God that in these degenerate times we bad back again some-
what of the stern spirit of the Cameronians and the Covena,nt'ers; for
now men play fast and loose with God, and think that anything they
please to do will satisfy the Most High. The offal and the refuse will
suffice for sacrifice for him ; but as to strict obedience to his word, they
can by no means abide it. Mischief will surely come of this lax state
of things to the churches of this day as surely as affliction came abun-
dantly to Israel of old. .

Note, next, that whenever one sin is allowed we may say of it, “ Gad,
a troop cometh.” It seemed a pardonable sort of sin to be gentle to
these people and not to obey God's severer word ; but then, what came
next? Why, soon they, the children of Jehovah, were found worshipping
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before the horribie Baal. Soon they had gone farther, and the unclean
goddess Ashtaroth became their delight ; and anon they forgot Jehovah
altogether amid their deities and demons. With these errors in religion
there had come in all sorts of errors in morals, for every fashion of
immorality and lewdness defiled the worshippers of Baal-Pecr, Baal-
Berith, and Baal-Zebub; and the chosen people of God could scarcely
be distinguished from the heathen nations among which they dwelt, or
if distinguished at all, it was by their greater sin, inasmuch as they
were transgressing against superior light, and holding down their con-
sciences which God had rendered by his teaching much more tender
than the consciences of those about them. I said before that if you
turn aside from God’s words by a hair’s breadth you know not where it
will end. The rail diverges but a little where the switches are turncd,
lhut before long the branch line is miles away from the main track.
Backslide a little and you are on the way to utter apostasy. The
mother of mischief is small as a midge’s egg: hatch it, and you shall
see an evil bird larger than an ostrich. The least wrong has in it an
all but infinity of evil. You cannot say to sin, “ Hitherto shalt thou
2o, and no farther, and here shall thy proud waves be stayed.” Like
the sca when the dyke is broken, it stretches forth its hand to grasp
all the surrounding country. The beginning of sin is like the beginning
of strife, and that is said to be as the letting out of water: no man
knows what a flood may come when once the banks are burst. So
Isracl went aside farther and farther from God because they regarded
not their way, and did not in all things obey the Lord.

But then comes in a truth which, though it may scem black in the
telling, is bright in the essence of it. God did not leave his people
without chastisement. Had he let them alone, to be given up to their
idols, their case would have been hopeless. For mercy’s sake they must
be punished for their transgression ; but this was a gracious punishment,
that they might not lie and wallow in their transgression and become
altogether like the swinish nations that surrounded them. God began
to punish them by their own sin. He suffered the Canaanitish nations
to grow strong, so that they grievously oppressed Israel. He put the
Israclites under the yoke of those nations which they ought to have
utterly destroyed. If they would not be conquerors they should be
conquered. If they would mnot lead captivity captive they should be
led captives themselves. The Lord laid his blows upon them thick and
heavy. But, before-he did this, he scnt a messenger to rebuke them.
It is ever the Lord’s way to give space for repentance ere.he executes
vengeance. The axes which were carried before the Roman magistrates
by the lictors were bound up in bundles of rods. It is said that when
a prisoner was before the magistrate the lictor began to untie the rods,
and with these the culprit was beaten : meanwhile the judge looked in
the prisoner’s face and heard his defence, and if he saw reason for
averting the capital sentence, because of the repentance which the
oﬁ'enc}er expressed, then he only smote him with the rod, but the axe
remained unused. But if, when every rod was taken off, the culprit
was still hardened, and the crime was a capital one and clearly proven,
then the axe was used ; and used all the more sternly because space had
been given for penitence, and the rods had been used in vain. When
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the rod is despised the axc is ready. It is certainly so with God: Le
waiteth to be gracious, but when patience cannot hope for penitence
then justice takes her turn, and her stroke is terrible.

The Lord on this occasion commissioned a special messenger to rebuke
these people, for he sent an angel. I leave it to your own judgments to
discover who this angel was, if it be discoverable. It may have been
an ordinary angel, but I think it must have been fhe angel of the
Lord. He is so styled in the fourth verse, and, besides, he uses
language which an ordinary angel could not have used. He begins, “I
made you to go up out of Igyyt.” Note, he does not say that the
Lord said this or that, but the angel himself says it,—“I made you to
go up out of Egypt, and have brought you unto the land which I sware
unto your fathers.” Who could this have been, then, but that covenant
angel who, on other occasions, appeared to holy men, and who on this
occasion preached a sermon to the assembled multitude at Shiloh ?
My brethren, you know that our Lord was here among men many a time
before he came in mortal flesh to suffer and to die ; he was here “rejoicing
in the habitable parts of the earth, and his delights were with the sons of
men.” He was with Abraham under the tree, with Jacob at Jabbol, with
Joshua by the walls of Jericho, with Gideon at the threshing-floor, and
with the three holy children in Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace. Not in such
a body as God had prepared for him when he took upon himself the form
of a servant, but in such a form and fashion as seemed most congruous
to his divine majesty, and to the circumstances of those he visited, this
angel of the divine covenant whom we delight in came and spoke
unto this people. Such is the judgment of many who have thought
most upon it; but I leave it to you to decide. At any rate, it must-
have been grand hearing to hear an angel preach, and grander hearing
still to hear fhe angel of the covenant plead with the covenanted ones.
Oh, what a sermon! What a sermon it must have been! Scarcely
ever was such a preacher seen on carth. And yet that sermon did not
do as much good as when the seafaring man, Peter, preached at Pentecost.
The sermon at Bochim, if I were to sum up its results, ended in disap-
pointment. When our adorable Christ himself preached to the men of
Nazareth, they would have cast him headlong from the brow of the hill,
so that all his eloquent words had fallen upon dead ears, and no good
result had come even from Ais instruction. Be not disappointed, servant
of God, if sometimes you seem to fail. Do not say, “ I will give it up.”
Your bread has been cast upon the waters. Wait a while, for after
many days you may find it. If Israel be not gathered, God will reward
you for your toil. It is yours to labour ; it is God’s to give the results ;
and he does not always grant pleasing results to us at once. He did
not allot great triumphs to this angel of the Lord, as we shall have
to show you. It was a great congregation; it was a great preacher;
and it was a great sermon, and yet there was not a great ingathering.
Read the sermon through ; and note that though it is a short one it is all
the greater for its brevity. Sermons may grow little by being long, and
a sermon may be great through being short, if it be big with thought
as this angelic sermon was. .

He began first by telling them what mercies they had received. Read
the chapter. I made you to go up out of Egypt, and have brought you
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unto the land which I sware unto your fathers.” Brethren, this subject
should most readily lead us to repentance,—that God should have dealt
80 well with us should make us grieve that we have behaved so ill to
him. Do I address a backsliding child of God ? I do not think that
any exercise is more likely to benefit your heart than to remember what
God did for you in years gone by. He took you up out of the hor-
rible pit and out of the miry clay and set your feet upon a rock. He
brought you out from the iron bondage of your despair and gave you
liberty. He brake the yoke of sinful habits, and the chains of furious
passions ; and now are you wandering away from him? Are you making
something else to be the god of your spirit? If so, be ashamed of
your ingratitude, and let this first head of the angel’s discourse have
power upon your mind. “You use no other friend so ill” ; and yet you
have not a friend who can be compared with your God. “I beseech you,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice” unto your God, and sin no longer against him.

Then the angel passed on to mention the mercies guaranteed to them :
“T said, I will never break my covenant with you.” Oh, that is a blessed
theme. If indeed you are a heliever in the Lord Jesus Christ, the
Lord has pledged himself to make you perfect and to bring you home
to himself with exceeding great joy. You shall not perish. Christ has
said, “ I give unto my sheep eternal life; and they shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which
gave them me, Is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them
out of my Father’s hand.” You see the two hands—one inside the
other, and you inside the middle one, enclosed within the palm of
omnipotent faithfulness. Jehovah says, “I have loved thee with an
everlasting love.” He will never break his covenant with you. Will
you wander away from him who passes by your iniquity, transgression,
and sin, and does not let his anger smoke against you for ever—he to
whom you are joined in an everlasting wedlock which shall never know
a divorce? Oh, cruel heart! cruel heart! Canst thou offend against
such love as this? Canst thou break with God when he declares that
he will never break with you? The angel pleads this longsuffering,
eternally-enduring love, and pleads it well. I know of no two greater
arguments than mercy received and mercy promised. Let us not sin
a}galinsb these. May the Holy Spirit hold us fast with these cords
of love.

And then the angel came to close grips with them, and he said, “Ye
shall make no league with the inhabitants of this land ; ye shall throw
down their altars; but ye have not obeyed my voice : why have ye done
this?”  He came to thewr sin, he put his finger on their failure, their
omission and their commission, He did not flinch from stating to them
exactly what their transgression was, nor from demanding, * Why have
ye done this?” And oh! surely, this shall help to lead us to re-
pentance when God “sets our iniquities before him; our secret sins
in the light of his countenance.” When we see our sin, we ought to be
distressed by it and to flee from it, “ hot foot,” as men say, and be
clean 1id of it once for all. Oh, may the Spirit of God convince any
wandering one here of sin, and may he then turn to God with a
penitent heart. The angel expostulated in most chosen words, saying,






