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¢« And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it
filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven
tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the
Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”—
Acts ii. 2—4.

Frou the descent of the Holy Ghost at the beginning we may learn
something concerning his operations at the present time. Remember at
the outset that whatever the Holy Spirit wasat the first that he is now, for
as God he remaineth for ever the same: whatsoever he then did he is
able to do still, for his power is by no means diminished. As saith the
prophet Micah, “ O thou that art named the house of Jacob, is the
spirit of the Lord straitened ?” We should greatly grieve the Holy
Spirit if we supposed that his might was less to-day than in the be-
ginning. Although we may not expect, and need not desire, the miracles
which came with the gift of the Holy Spirit, so far as they were physical,
yet we may both desire and expect that which was intended and sym-
bolized by them, and we may.reckon to see the like spiritual wonders
performed among us at this day.

Pentecost, according to the belief of the Jews, was the time of the
giving of the law ; and if when the law was given there was a marvellous
display of power on Sinai, it was to be expected that when the gospel was
given, whose ministration is far more glorious, there should be some
special unveiling of the divine presence. If at the commencement of the
gospel we behc'd the Holy Spirit working great signs and wonders
may we not expect a continuance—nay, if anything, an increased display
—of his power as the ages roll on? The law vanished away, but the
gospel will never vanish; it shineth more and more to the perfect
millennial day; therefore, I reckon that, with the sole exception of
physical miracles, whatever was wrought by the Holy Ghost at the first
we may look to be wrought continually while the dispensation lasts. It
ought not to be forgotten that Pentecost was the feast of first fruits;
it was the time when the first ears of ripe corn were offered unto God.
If, then, at the commencement of the gospel harvest we see so plainly
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the power of the Holy Spirit, may we not most properly expect in-
finitely more as the harvest advances, and most of all when the most
numerous sheaves shall be ingathered? May we not conclude that if
the Pentecost was thus marvellous the actual harvest will be more
wonderful still ?

This morning my object is not to talk of the descent of the Holy
Spirit as a piece of history, but to view it as a fact bearing upon us at
this hour, even upon us who are called in these latter days to bear our
testimony for the truth. The Father hath sent us the Comforter that
he may dwell in us till the coming of the Lord. The Holy Ghost has
never returned, for he came in accordance with the Saviour’s prayer, to
abide with us for ever. The gift of the Comforter was not temporary,
and the display of his power was not to be once seen and no more.
The Holy Ghost is here, and we ought to expect his divine working
among us: and if he does not so work we should search ourselves to
see what it is that hindereth, and whether there may not be somewhat
in ourselves which vexes him, so that he restrains his sacred energy, and
doth not work among us as he did aforetime. May God grant that the
meditation of this morning may increase our faith in the Holy Ghost, and
inflame our desires towards him, so that we may look to see him fulfilling
his mission among men as at the beginning.

I. First, I shall call your attention to THE INSTRUCTIVE SYMBOLS
of the Holy Spirit, which were made prominent at Pentecost. They
were two. There was a sound as of a rushing mighty wind, and there
were cloven tongues as it were of fire.

Take the symbols separately. The first is wind—an emblem of Deity,
and therefore a proper symbol of the Holy Spirit. Often under the Old
Testament God revealed himself under the emblem of breath or wind:
indeed, as most of you know, the Hebrew word for “wind” and “ spirit”
is the same. So, with the Greek word, when Christ talked to Nicodemus,
it is not very easy for translators to tell us when he said * spirit” and
when he said “wind ;7 indeed, some most correctly render the original all
the way through by the word “ wind,” while others with much reason
have also used the word “spirit” in their translation. The original
word signified either the one or the other, or both. Wind is, of all
material things, one of the most spiritual in appearance ; it is invisible,
ethereal, mysterious ; hence, men have fixed upon it as being nearest
akin to spirit. In Ezekiel’s famous vision, when he saw the valley full
of dry bones, we all know that the Spirit of God was intended by that
vivifying wind which came when the prophet prophesied and blew upon
the withered relics till they were quickened into life. “ The Lord
hath his way in the whirlwind,” thus he displays himself when he works :
“The Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind,” thus he reveals him-
self when he teaches his servants.

Observe that this wind was on the day of Pentecost accompanied with
a sound—a sound as of a rushing mighty wind ; for albeit the Spirit of
God can work in silence, yet in saving operations he frequently uses
sound. 1 would be the last to depreciate meetings in which there is
nothing but holy silence, for I could wish that we had more reverence
for silence, and 1t is in stillness that the inner life is nourished ; yet the
Holy Ghost does not work for the advancement of the kingdom of
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God by silence alone, for faith cometh by hearing. There is a sound as
of a rushing, mighty wind, when the word is sounded forth throughout
whole nations by the publishing of the gospel. If the I.ord had not given
men ears or tongues silent worship would have been not only appro-
priate but necessary ; but inasmuch as we have ears the Lord must have
intended us to hear something, and as we have tongues he must have
meant us to speak. Some of us would be glad to be quiet, but where
the gospel has free course, there is sure to be a measure of noise and
stir. The sound came on this occasion, no doubt, to call the attention
of the assembly to what was about to occur, to arouse them, and to
fill them with awe! There is something indescribably solemn about
the rush of a rising tempest; it bows the soul before the sublime
mystery of divine power. What more fitting as an attendant upon
divine working than the deeply solemn rush of a mighty wind.

With this awe-inspiring sound as of a mighty wind, there was clear
indication of its coming from heaven. Ordinary winds blow from this or
that quarter of the skies, but this descended from heaven itself: it was
distinctly like a down-draught from above. This sets forth the fact that
the true Spirit, the Spirit of God, neither comes from this place nor that,
neither can his power be controlled or directed by human authority, but
his working is ever from above, from God himself. The work of the Holy
Spirit is, so to speak, the breath of God, and his power is evermore in
a special sense the immediate power of God. Coming downward, there-
fore, this mysterious wind passed into the chamber where the disciples were
assembled, and filled the room. An ordinary rushing mighty wind would
have been felt outside the room, and would probably have destroyed the
house or injured the inmates, if it had been aimed at any one building ;
but this heavenly gust filled but did not destroy the room, it blessed but
did not overthrow the waiting company.

The meaning of the symbol is that as breath, air, wind, is the very
life of man, so is the Spirit of God the life of the spiritual man. By
him are we quickened at the first ; by him are we kept alive afterwards ;
by him is the inner life nurtured, and increased, and perfected. The
breath of the nostrils of the man of God is the Spirit of God.

This holy breath was not only intended to quicken them, but to
invigorate them. What a blessing would a breeze be just now to us
who sit in this heavy atmosphere! How gladly would we hail a gust
from the breezy down, or a gale from the open sea! If the winds of
earth are so refreshing what must a wind from heaven be! That rush-
ing mighty wind soon cleared away all earth-engendered damps and
vapours ; 1t aroused the disciples and left them braced up for the further
work of the Lord. They took in great draughts of heavenly life; they
felt animated, aroused, and bestirred. A sacred enthusiasm came upon
them, because they were filled with the Holy Ghost; and, girt with that
itrfengch, they rose into a nobler form of life than they had known

efore.

No doubt this wind was intended to show the irresistible power of
the Holy Ghost ; for simple as the air is, and mobile and apparently
feeble, yet set it in motion, and you feel that a thing of life is among
you; make that motion more rapid, and who knows the power of the
restless giant who has been awakened. See, it becomes a storm, a
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tempest, a hurricane, a tornado, a cyclone. Nothing can be more potent
than the wind when it is thoroughly roused, and so, though the Spirit
of God be despised among men, so much so that they do not even
believe in his existence, yet let him work with the fulness of his power,
and you will see what he can do. He comes softly, breathing like a
gentle zephyr, which fans the flowers, but does not dislodge the insect
of most gauzy wing, and our hearts are comforted. He comes like a
stirring breeze, and we are quickened to a livelier diligence: our sails
are hoisted and we fly before the gale. He comes with yet greater
strength, and we prostrate ourselves in the dust as we hear the thunder
of his power, bringing down with a crash false confidences and refuges
of lies! How the firm reliances of carnal men, which seemed to stand
like rocks, are utterly cast down! How men’s hopes, which appeared to
be rooted like oaks, are torn up by the roots before the breath of the
convincing Spirit! What can stand against him ? Oh ! that we did
but see in these latter days something of that mighty rushing wind which
breaketh the cedars of Lebanon, and sweeps before it all things that
would resist its power.

The second Pentecostal symbol was fire. Fire, again, is a frequent
symbol of Deity. Abraham saw a burning lamp, and Moses beheld a
burning bush. When Solomon had builded his holy and beautiful
house, its consecration lay in the fire of God descending upon the
sacrifice to mark that the Lord was there ; for when the Lord had dwelt
aforetime in the tabernacle, which was superseded by the temple, he re-
vealed himself in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.
“Qur God is.a consuming fire.” Hence the symbol of fire is a fit
emblem of God the Holy Spirit. Let us adore and worship him.
Tongues of flame sitting on each man’s head betoken a personal
visitation to the mind and heart of each one of the chosen company.
Not to consume them came the fires, for no one was injured by the
flaming tongue ; to men whom the Lord has prepared for his approach
there is no danger in his visitations. They see God, and their
lives are preserved ; they feel his fires, and are not consumed. This
is the privilege of those alcne who have been prepared and purified for
such fellowship with God.

The intention of the symbol was to show them that the Holy Spirit
would illuminate them, as fire gives light. “ He shall lead you into all
truth.” Henceforth they were to be no more children untrained, but
to be teachers in Israel, instructors of the nations whom they were
to disciple unto Christ: hence the Spirit of light was upon them. But
fire doth more than give light : it inflames ; and the flames which sat
upon each showed them that they were to be ablaze with love, intense
with zeal, burning with self-sacrifice ; and that they were to go forth
among men to speak not with the chill tongue of deliberate logic, but
with burning tongues of passionate pleading ; persuading and entreating
men to come unto Christ that they might live. The fire signified in-
spiratien. God was about to make them speak under a divine in-
fluence, to speak as the Spirit of God should give them utterance. Oh'!
blessed symbol, would God that all of us experienced its meaning to the
full and that the tongue of fire did sit upon every servant of the Lord.
May a fire burn steadily within to destroy our sin, a holy sacrificial



THE PENTECOSTAL WIND AND FIRE. 525

flame to make us whole burnt offerings unto God, a never-dying flame
of zeal for God, and devotion to the cross.

Note that the emblem was not only fire, but a tongue of fire ; for God
meant to have a speaking church : not a church that would fight with
the sword—with that weapon we have nought to do—but a church that
should have a sword proceeding out of its mouth, whose one weapon
should be the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ. I should
think from what I know of some preachers that when they had their
Pentecost the influence sat upon them in the form of tongues of flowers;
but the apostolic Pentecost knew mnot flowers, but flames. What fine
preaching we have nowadays ! What new thoughts, and poetical turns !
This is not the style of the Holy Ghost. Soft and gentle is the flow
of smooth speech which tells of the dignity of man, the grandeur of the
century, the toning down of all punishment for sin, and the probable
restoration of all lost spirits, including the arch-fiend himself. This is
the Satanic ministry, subtle as the serpent, bland as his seducing words
to Eve. The Holy Ghost calls us not to this mode of speech. Fire,
intensity, zeal, passion as much as you will, but as for aiming at effect
by polished phrases and brilliant periods—these are fitter for those who
would deceive men than for those who would tell them the message of
the Most High. The style of the Holy Ghost is one which conveys the
truth to the mind in the most forcible manner,—it is plain but flaming,
simple but consuming. The Holy Spirit has never written a cold period
throughout the whole Bible, and never did he speak by a man a lifeless
word, but evermore he gives and blesses the tongue of fire.

These, then, are the two symbols; and I should like you carefully to
observe how the Holy Spirit teaches us by them. When he came from
the Father to his Son Jesus it was as a dove. Let peace rest on that
dear sufferer’s soul through all his days of labour and through the pas-
sion which would close them. His anointing is that of peace : he
needed no tongue of flame, for he was already all on fire with love. When
the Holy Spirit was bestowed by the Son of God upon his disciples it
was as breath—“ He breathed on them and said, Receive the Holy
Ghost.” To have life more abundantly is a chief necessity of servants
of the Lord Jesus, and therefore thus the Holy Ghost visits us. Now
that we have the Holy Spirit from Christ as our inner life and quicken-
ing he also comes upon us with the intent to use us in blessing others,
and this is the manner of his visitation,—he comes as the wind, which
wafts the words we speak, and as fire which burns a way for the truth
we utter. Our words are now full of life and flame ; they are borne by
the breath of the Spirit, and they fall like fire-flakes, and set the souls
of men blazing with desire after God. If the Holy Spirit shall rest
upon me or upon you, or upon any of -us, to qualify us for service, it
shall be after this fashion—not merely of life for ourselves, but of fiery
energy in dealing with others. Come on us even now, O rushing
mighty wind and tongue of fire, for the world hath great need. It lies
stagnant in the malaria of sin and needs a healing wind ; it is shrouded
in dreadful night, and needs the flaming torch of truth. There is
neither health nor light for it but from thee, O blessed Spirit; come, then,
upon it through thy people.

Now put these two symbols together ; only mind what you are at.






