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< Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the
transgression, and to make an end of sing, and to make recouciliation for iniquity, and
to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to
anoint the most Holy.”"—Daniel ix. 24.

Tue Lord God appointed a set time for the coming of hiz Son into the
world ; nothing was left to chance. Infinite wisdom dictated the hour
at which the Messiah should be born, and the moment at which he
should be cut off. His advent and his work are the highest point of
the purpose of God, the hinge of history, the centre of providence, the
crowning of the edifice of grace, and therefore peculiar care watched
over every detail. Once in the end of the world hath the Son of God
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself, and this is the
event before which all other events must bow. The studious mind will
be delighted to search out the reasons why the Messiah came not before,
and why he did not tarry till yet later ages. Prophecies declared the
date; but long before infallible wisdom had settled it for profoundest
reasons. It waswell that the Redeemer came : it was well that he came
in what Scripture calls the fulness of time, even in these last days.

Note, again, that the Lord told his people somewhat darkly, but still
with a fair measure of clearness, when the Christ would come. Thus
he cheered them when the heavy clouds of woe hung over their path.
This prophecy shone like a star in the midst of the sorrows of Israel: so
bright was it that at the period when Christ came there was a general
expectation of him. Holy men and women, diligent in the study of the
Scriptures, were waiting for him : Simeon was waiting for the consolation
of Israel, and Anna looked for redemption in Jerusalem with others of like
mind. Not only the Jews, but the Samaritans expected him, for the
woman at the well exclaimed, “I know that Messias cometh, which is

called Christ.” Even in heathen lands there was a remarkable cessation
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from stir and battle: an unusual peace reigned over ail the nations, and
the hush of expectation ruled the tour—
“No war, or battle's sound,
\Was heard the werld around @
The idle spear and shield were high uphung ;
The hookéd chariot stood
Unstained with hostile blood ;
The trumpet spake not to the arméd throng ;
And kings sat still with awful eye,
As if they surely knew their sovran Lord was by.”

Men were looking out for the coming One; for the corn of earth was
ripe for the reaper. Men were on the tiptoe of expectation, and won-
dered when the promised Prince would arrive. Alas, they knew him not
when he appeared. After this fashion are things at the present moment
with regard to the Second Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ. “ Of that
day and of that hour knoweth no man;” but it is known unto God,
and fixed in the roll of his eternal purposes. “Known unto God are
all his works from the creation of the world,” and especially those
grand works which concern the person of our adorable Lord Jesus.
He shall come as God hath appointed : the vision of his glory shall not
tarry. He has given us suggestive hints as to that glorious appear-
ing; and he has plainly taught us to be looking for and hastening unto
the day of the Lord. Among his last words are these, ““Surely I come
quickly :” these are words of consolation as well as of warning. He bids
us watch constantly for the coming of the Lord, that it overtake us not
a3 a thief in the night; and he assures us that he will descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and the trump of
God: wherefore comfort one another with the glad tidings, and when-
ever your hearts sicken because of abounding sin, hear ye with the
ear of faith the voice of promise crying, * Behold, the Bridegroom
cometh.” Rest assured that he cometh who will in the fullest and most
manifest sense finish transgression, and make an end of sin, and bring
in everlasting righteousness. 'The advent of the Well-beloved is the
consolation of his mourning saints, Both at his first and second appear-
ings the Lord mot only cometh to drive away the wicked as chaff, but
also to comfort and exalt his elect: it is a day that shall burn as an
oven, and yet to the redeemed it will be the gladdest day that ever
dawned. .

The first advent of our Lord is spoken of in our text as ordained to
be ere the seventy weeks were finished, and the city should be destroyed ;
and so it was even as the prophet had spoken. I shall not occupy your
time by attempting to fix the beginning and the end of the period in-
tended by the seventy weeks, and the seven weeks and three-score and
two weeks. That is a deep study, requiring much research and learning,
and I conceive that the discussion of such a subject would be of no
great practical use to us this Sabbath morning. You will be better
nourished upon the Lord himself than upon times and seasons. Suffice
it to believe that Jesus Christ our Lord, the Messiah, came exastly as it
was prophesied, and remained on earth as it was foretold he should do:
in the middle of the predestinated week he was cut off, when he had
completed three years and a half of saving ministry, and within another
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period of like length the gospel was preached throughout all nations,
and Messiah's peculiar relation to Israel was cut off. At another time
it may afford you profitable contemplation if you consider the four
hundred and ninety years from the decree of the king for rebuilding to
the overthrow of Jerusalem.

We will at this present hour survey the work of the Messinh—that is
his Hebrew name, or of Christ, which is the Greek interpretation thereof.
Let us survey the work of the Anointed. Secondly, lef us inquire as o
our parlicipalion in it; and then, thirdly, lef us conlemplate the con-
sequences which follow upon our being sharers in it, or upon our not being
parlicipants in of.  Oh for a measure of the anointing, that we may fiily
meditate upon our great theme. Come, Holy Spirit, and rest upon us.

I. First, LET Us suRVEY THE MESSIAH’S WORK. According to
my text it divides itself into two grand works, which two works sub-
divide themselves in each case into three particulars.

The first work of our Lord Jesus Christ is the overthrow of evil, and
it is thus described,—To finish the transgression, and to make an end
of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity.,” But our Lord's labour is
not all spent upon down-pulling work; he comes to build up, and his
second work is the setting up of rightcousness in the world, described
again by three sentences: “To bring in everlasting righteousness, and
to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy.”

The first work of the Messiah is the overthrow of evil. This overthrow
of evil is described by three words. If I were to give you a literal

ranslation from the Hebrew I might read the passage thus: “To shut

up the transgression, to seal up sin, and to cover up iniquity.” Accord-
ing to learned men, those are the words which are here used, and the
three put together are a singularly complete description of the putting
away of sin. First, it is shuf up: it is, as it were, taken prisoner, and
confined in a cell ; the door is fasiened, and it is held in durance: it is
out of sight ; held to a narrow range; unable to exercise the power
it once possessed. In a word, it is “restrained ”—so the margin of our
Bibles reads it. The Hebrew word signifies to hold back, to hold in,
to arrest, to keep in prison, to shut in or shut up., Its dominion is
finished, for sin itself is bound. Christ has led captivity captive.

But it is not enough to shut up the vanquished tyrant, unless he be
shut up for ever; and therefore, lest there should be any possibility of
his breaking loose again, the next sentence is, « 7% seal up.” The
uses of the.seal are many, but here it is employed for certainty of custody.
Just as when Daniel was thrown into the lions’ den the king sealed the
stone with his own signet and with the signet of his lords ; or, better still,
as when our divine Master was laid in the grave, they rolled the stone to
the mouth of the sepulchre, and his enemies set a seal and a watch, lest
his body should be stolen by his disciples. In his case,

“Vain the stone, the watch, the seal,
Christ has burst the gates of hell.”

But sin cannot thus arise. It is imprisoned in the sepulchre of Jesus,
and never can it come forth ; for the seal royal of the immutable God
18 set upon the door. Thus is sin placed doubly out of sight : it is shut
up and sealed up, as a document put into a case and then sealed down.
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“ Finished” and “made an end of” arc the two words used in our
authorised version, and they give the essence of the meaning. To
borrow a figure from current events,—Arabi, the Egyptian rebel,b is shut
up as our prisoner, and his defeat is sealed, therefore his rebellion is
finished and an end is made of it. Even thus is it with transgression :
our Lord Has vanquished evil, and certified the same under the hand and
seal of the Omnipotent, and therefore we may with rapture hear him say,
“JIt is finished,” and also behold him rise from the dead to scal our
justification.

Yet, as if this might not suffice, the next term in the Hebrew is fv
cover up; for the word to make reconciliation or expiation is usually in
the Hebrew to cover over. ¢ Blessed is the man whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered.” Christ has come to cover sin, to atone
for it, and so to hide it. His glorious merits and substitutionary suf-
ferings and ‘death put away sin so completely that God himselt beholds
it no more. He has blotted it out, cast it into the sea, and removed it
from us as far as the east is from the west. The two former sentences
speak of finishing transgression and making an end of sin, and thesc
expressions are full and complete, while this third one explains the means
by which the work is done, namely, by an expiation which covers up
every trace of sin. Thus in the three together we have a picture of the
utter extinction of sin both as to its guilt and its power, ay, and its
very existence : it is put into the dungeon and the door is shut upon it
after this the door is sealed and then it is covered up, so that the place
of sin’s sepulchre cannot be seen any more for ever. Sin was aforetime
in God’s sight, but through Christ Jesus we read, *“ Thou hast forgiven
the iniquity of thy people; thou hast covered all their sin; thou hast
taken away all thy wrath.” Sin was in God's way till Christ shut it up,
and now it pushes itself no more into the sight of the Lord. Sin was
always breaking loose till Jesus sealed it up, and now it cannot come
forth to lay any accusation agaiust the justified.

The three words might be put into one word by saying Christ has
made a clean sweep of sin of every kind. Whatever may be its special
development, whether it be transgression, which means the breaking of
bounds, or sin, which is any want of conformity to the law, or iniquity
—that is to say, in-equity, or the want of’ equity, a defanlt in righteous-
ness; in all forms in which it can be described Christ has shut it up,
sealed it up, and covered it up by bis atoning sacrifice once for all.
The depths have covered it ; if it be searched for, it cannot be found ;
our blessed Scapegoat has carried it away into the land of forgetfulness;
it shall not be mentioned against us any more for ever. Those three
words contain infinitely more of meaning than I have either space or
ability to set forth. »

Observe, dear friends, that the terms for sin are left in an absolute
form. It is said, “to finish transgression,” *to make an end of sins,”
“to make reconciliation for iniquity.” Whose transgression is this?
Whose sins are these? Whose iniquity is it? It is not said. There is
no word employed to set out the persons for whom atonement is made,
as is done in verses like thesc— Christ loved the church and gave him-
self for it ;” I lay down my life for the sheep.” The mass of evil is
left unlabelled, that any penitent sinner may look to the Mcssiah and find
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in him the remover of sin. What transgression is finished? Trans-
gression of every kind. But what sins are made an end of ? Sins of
every sort—against law and against gospel, against God and against
men, sins past, sins present, sins to come. And what iniquity is ex-
piated? Every form of iniquity, whatever falls short by omission,
whatever goes beyond by commission. Christ in this passage is spoken
of in general terms as removing sins, transgressions, and iniquities in the
mass. In other places we read of the objects of his substitution ;
but here all is left indefinite to encourage a]l. He gives us no catalogue
of offences; for where should he write it? The very heavens could not
hold the enumeration ; but he just takes the whole, unformed, horrible,
black, disgusting mass, and this is what he does with it,—he en-
closes it, fastens it up, and buries it for ever. In the words of our
version he finishes it, makes an end of it, and makes expiation for
it. The Messiah came to wipe out and utterly destroy sin, and this is,
and will be, the effect of his work. Put all the three sentences into one
and this is the sum of them.

Indulge me for a few minutes while I take the sentences separately
and press each cluster by itself. And first notice that it is said
he came fo finish the transgression. As some understand it, our Lord
came that in his death transgression might reach its highest develop-
ment, and sign its own condemnation. Sin reached its finis, its ulti-
matum, its climax, in the murder of the Son of God. It could not pro-
ceed further: the course of malice could no further go. They had
stoned the prophets and killed everyone that was sent unto them; but
now he came, and God said, “They will reverence my Son,” but they did
not; on the other hand, they cried, ““ This is the heir; let us kill him,
and the inheritance shall be ours.” Sin finished itself when it bronght
forth the death of the Son of God. 1t could produce no riper fruit, for
no supposable crime can exceed the putting to death of Jesus our
Lord Now hath sin finished itself, and now hath Jesus come to finish
it.  “Thus far,” saith he, * thou shalt go, but no further: here in my
wounds and death shall thy proud waves be stayed.” Sin virtually
committed suicide when it slew the Saviour, for his death became its death.
The kingdom of sin was overthrown in that day when it smote the Prince
of Peace : then was a period put to the dominion of evil; and, to come
back to the Hebrew, the Lord restrained transgression, and Satan was
bound with a great chain.  “The times of this ignorance God winked at;
but now commandeth all men every where to repent.” Sin may no longer
range unchecked. Sin is now arrested and held under warrant, restrained
under the bonds of law; and from the day of our Lord by the preaching
of the gospel sin has become more and more shut up as to its reigning
power.  Some men have been altogether delivered from the rule of evil,
and other men who remain its slaves yet go not to such a pitch of outward
riot as they would have done had not Christ appeared. Sin is being
besieged ; it skulks behind its earthworks ; its sorties are becoming fewer
and less forcible; and though it is still powerful, the hour of its pride
is passed, its head has received a deadly wound : the age has come in
which the victory of truth and righteousness is guaranteed by the death
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Thy finis is written, O transgression ! written
by the pierced hand! Thy huge volume has in it writing long enough






