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T will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death :
O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy destraction: repentance shall
be hid from mine eyes.”’ —Hosea xiii. 14.

Ta1s verse stands in the midst of a long line of threatenings. ILike
a rock of mercy, it rises in the midst of a sea of wrath. Hence
many critics have felt bound to see in it a continuation of throatening.
I am quite content to accept the united authority of the Authorized
and the Revised Versions, and to believe that the mind of the Hol§
Spirit is fairly expressed in the grand old Bible of our fathers.
regard our text as a promise overflowing with delight.

‘While it does stand as a rock apart, this gracious word is far from
being the only one in the book of the prophet Hosea. In the torrent
bed of this prophet’s denunciations we find dust of the gold of pro-
mise. Hosea, in his style, is jerky and abrupt: he says exactly what
you do .not think he is going to say. The Holy Spirit, speaking
through him, interjects promises in the midst of threatenings, in
wrath remembering mercy. If any should think that this passageis
exceptional, let them read the rest of Hosea’s prophecy. Let them
pause for a minute over the eleventh chapter, resting at the eighth
verse: ‘ How shall I give thee up, Ephraim ? how shall I deliver thee,
Israel ? how shall T make thee as Admah? how shall I set thee as
Zeboim ? mine heart is turned within me, my repentings are kindled
together. I will not execute the fierceness of mine anger, I will not
return to destroy Ephraim, for I am God, and not man.”” Where
was ever greater tenderness than this? When you get to the twelfth
chapter, at the ninth verse, a still small voice is heard in the midst
of the thunder: ‘I that am the Lord thy God from the land of Egypt
will yet make thee to dwell in tabernacles, as in the days of the solemn
feast.” The fourteenth chapter is all of love and mercy: ‘O Israel,
return unto the Lord thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity.
Take with you words, and turn to the Lord: sayunto him, Take away
all iniquity, and receive us graciously : so will we render the calves of
ourlips.”  Hear the gracious word, verse four—‘¢ I will heal their back-
sliding, I will love them freely: for mine anger is turned away from
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him.” So that our text, in its Christian interpretation, is not contrary
to the general method of this prophecy. To find it here is very
surprising ; but it is after the manner of the Holy Ghost, when speaking
by the prophet Hosea.

Israel was coming to its very worst. The people were to be
carried to Babylon, and thence to be scattered to the ends of the
earth. Yet the Lord, in his great love, lets them know that this
was not to be a final and entire destruction. He would not utterly
cast away the people whom he did foreknow, nor allow death to hold
them in bondage for ever. He would open their graves, and bring
them out, and make them to know Jehovah. Therefore, he drops in
this word of promise when it was least expected.

I. I shall ask you this morning, first, to CONSIDER THE FACT WHICH
IS HERE USED AS A FIGURE. The resurrection of the dead is here
employed as a figure of that which the Lord was about to do for his
people. At one time salvation from sin is called a creation, and
creation is a fact; here it is g resurrection from the dead, and that
also is sure to be accomplished in due time: we have the first-fruits
of it already.

Brethren, there will be a special resurrection for those who are in Christ
Jesus. ‘‘There shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just
and unjust.” But for the members of the body of Christ there is a
resurrection from among the dead. These are the many that sleep in
the dust of the earth who shall awake to everlasting life (Dan. xii. 2).
They rise because they are one with Christ in his resurrection. His
resurrection is the proof and the guarantee that they also shall rise
in the day of his appearing. «If Christ be in you, the body is
dead because of sin; but the spirit is life because of righteousness”
(Rom. viii. 10). Their bodies, which were redeemed as truly as
their souls, though left during this life under mortgage to nature, so
that they suffer pain, and weakness, and ultimate death and decay—
their bodies, I say, being a part of the purchase of the precious blood,
shall be raised again from the dead. That which is sown in weakness
shall be raised in power ; that which is covered with dishonour by the
very fact of death and decay shall be raised in splendour, made like
unto the glorious body of Christ. This is no poetic fiction, but a literal
matter of fact, even as was the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. We
hear our Redeemer say, ¢ Thy brother shall rise again,” and we
accept it literally. Our dear ones whom we have laid in the grave
shall come again from the land of the enemy. Concerning ourselvss,
also, we believe, as we just sang—

¢ Sweet truth to me,
I shall arise,
And with these eyes
My Saviour see.”

‘We accept the doctrine of the resurrection of the dead as the revelation
of Christianity. The immortality of the soul was seen before the
appearing of our Lord in a dim and cloudy manner; but the resurrec-
tion of the dead was not discoverable by the light of nature, and when
it was at first preached, men called the preacher & ‘‘ babbler” ; they
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could not understand that such a thing could be. The philosophy of
human nature rejected the resurrection, and rejects it still. Only by
the revelation of Christ do we know that the dead shall rise again.

This resurrection 1s connected with redemption: 1 will ransem them
from the power of the grave.” A ransom is the paying of a price for
something. There was a price paid for us, to deliver us from the
death which is the desert of sin. You know who paid it, and how he
paid it. Remember how he opened wide his hands, and poured forth
more than gold; remember how his side was digged by the spear,
that the deep mines of his life-wealth might be emptied out for us.
Jesus our Lord has paid the ransom price. Now are we ‘ waiting
for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body” (Rom. viil.
23). Another word is used in the parallel sentence of our text—¢I
will redeem them from death.” It refers to the redemption of an
inheritance by the next-of-kin. “I know that my Redeemer liveth”
is the ground of Job's confidence as to his resurrection and justifica-
tion. My goel, my next-of-kin, to whom the right of redemption
belonged in equity, has stepped in, and has fully redeemed both
my soul and my body. What a blessed truth is this, that the ransom
of the body is paid, so that this corruptible must put on incorruption,
and this mortal must put on immortality! Though the body remains
for a while subject to vanity, yet the term of this subjection will
soon run out, the ransom being already paid. Regeneration has libe-
rated the soul, and resurrection will do the like for the body before
long. The margin hath it, I will ransom them from the hand of the
grave: I will redeem them from death.” O beloved, we come into
the grave’s hand, as it were, and firm is the grip of the sepulchre ;
but our God saith, ¢“I will redeem them from the hand of the grave.”
The grave holds the bones of the saints as with the grasp of an iron
hand; but the redemption of our Lord Jesus will open the giant fist,
and set the prisoners free. Glory be to God for the sure hope of
resurrection! No mass of stone, nor superincumbent clay, shall keep
down these bodies of ours when our Saviour’s angels shall ¢ their
golden trumpets sound.” Beloved, there remains nothing due upon the
estate of our bodies for which they can be detained in the dust when
the Lord Jesus comes to awaken them from their long sleep. They
shall freely rise to be reunited with the disembodied but happy spirits
to which they belong. 'We look for a resurrection from among the
dead. ‘But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand
Years were finished. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy
is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death
hath no power”’ (Rev. xx. 5, 6).

This, according to our text, is wrought entirely by divine power. It
must be s0; for how could the dead contribute to their own lives?
How can bodies which have been dissolved in the sepulchre recon-
struct themselves? Here you have in the text the divine personality
asserting itself four times—*I will ransom them,” I will redeem
them ”; «“O death, I will be thy plagues”; “O grave, I will be thy
destruction.” Here we have I will” four times. Who but he
that made can re-make? But all things are possible to the Creator.
We have heard many objections raised to the doctrine of the
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resurrection. Let them object as long as they please. Grant us a
(tod, and nothing is impossible or even difficult. With a God who
can work miracles nothing becomes incredible. Whatsoever the
eternal God decreeth concerning the resurrection of his elect he will
readily accomplish ; for he is abundantly sufficient for it. 'What a
triumph will the resurrection be for the Lord God! He hath been
pleased to give the special honour of it to his own dear Son. By the
risen Christ we shall be raised again from the dead. We shall sing
hallelujahs to him that was slain. He by death has destroyed death,
and by his resurrection has torn away the gates of the grave. This
is our Lord’s doings, and we adore him because of it.

Observe, next, that by the resurrection death itself is transformed, and
totally overcome. He saith, “O death, I will be thy plagues,” as if
death were personified, and then itself plagued—its own arrows of
pestilence being shot into itself. Beloved, death no longer kills, but
rather admits to a larger life; it no more destroys, but the rather it
perfects—I mean not of itself, but through our Lord Jesus Christ.
It is no longer death to die; it is nolonger punishment to the believer,
but a dismissal frem banishment. Ye that are in your sins will die
in your sins, and to you death is death indeed; but to the child of
God, death is so altered that he who hath the power of death, that
is, the devil, is sore vexed. He is plagued by seeing the joy with
which the believer dies. Itis a grand thing to see a man dying full
of life: the river of his mortal life comes to an end, but only by
widening into the ocean of the glory-life above. Satan gloated over
the mischief which he had wrought by death; but lo, it is through
death that Jesus has destroyed him, and delivered his people. God
makes his dying people to be like the sun, which never seems so large
as when it sets. Allthe glories of mid-day are eclipsed by the marvels
of sunset. Watch the west! See how the clouds are mountains of
gold, and anon the skies are seas of fire. All the tapestries of heaven
are hung out to welcome the returning hero of the day to his rest
beyond the western sea. So does the dying saint light up his dying
chamber with heavenly splendour as he sets upon this world to shine in
another. Thus the Lord plagues death, leaving the monster pewerless
to harm or even terrify the believer.

As for the sepulchre, it is destroyed. ‘O grave, I will be thy
destruction.” No grave shall detain one of the redeemed. The tomb is

““No more a charnel-house, to fence
The relics of lost innocence ;
A place of ruin and decay
The imprisoning stone is rolled away.”

The grave is our bed-chamber, which our Lord himself hath furnished
for us by leaving in it his own grave-clothes. It is a retiring-room
whose odour is most sweet to love; for
““There the dear flesh of Jesus lay,
And left a blest perfume.”
Death, thou art not death! Grave, thou art no grave! The names

remain, but the nature of the things has altered altogether.
To close this first subject—this resurrection will abolish death and
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every posstbility of ¢ in the future. I notice that certain persons, in their
anxiety to suck the meaning out of the word ‘everlasting,” so as to
avoid everlasting punishment, have questioned the everlasting nature
of heaven. They have even gone the length of hinting that they are
not quite clear that if believers get to heaven they will always remain
there. Yes, and this is what it comes to. Nothing is safe from these
revolutionists. They would tear away every covenant blessing from
the children of God in their zeal to make the punishment of sin a
trifle. To do honour to their own intellect, they would sacrifice the
eternal blessedness of the blood-washed ! But it i1s not so. Jesus has
said—* Because I live ye shall live also.”” As long as Christ lives we
must live: as long as Christ is in heaven we must be with him where
he is, to behold his glory. So long as God is God his children, par-
takers of the divine nature, must live for ever, and be for ever blessed.
Raised from the dead, and taken up to Christ’s right hand, we shall
henceforth fear no second death. When sun and moon grow dim
with age, and earth’s blue skies are rolled up like a worn-out vesture,
wo shall enjoy an age like the years of God’s right hand, like his
own eternity. The great I aum shall be the bliss of every soul whom
Christ hath redeemed from the grave, and this shall know no end.

Zo this the Lord sets his seal. Do you want to see the red wax and
the divine impression thereon? Look at the close of the text, ‘‘ Re-
pentance shall be hid from mine eyes.” There doth Jehovah declare
his unalterable will ; it must and shall be even so. That his saints
shall rise from the dead is the immutable decree of God. In all this
let us rejoice. Our future is bright with glory. These things are
revealed to faith, but they are not to be seen of the eye, nor even
conceived in the heart, nor pictured by the imagination.

I know not, oh, I know not, what joys await us there !
‘What radiancy of glory! What bliss beyond compare ! "

This much, however, we do know, that there is to be a rising for us,
even as our Lord has risen, and we shall be satisfied when we awake
in his likeness. Constantly in Scripture is this resurrection used as
the figure of God’s delivering and blessing his people ; and especially
as the figure of regeneration or the giving of a new and spiritual life
to those who were by nature dead in trespasses and sins. I intend to
use it 80 in our next line of thought.

IL. In the second place, IN THESE WORDS LIE AN ENCOURAGEMENT
TO LOOK FOR DELIVERANCE OUT OF GREAT TROUBLES. The encourage-
ment comes in this way: God, that will surely raise his people from
the dead by his own power, can and will as surely raise them from
every kind of trouble and apparent destruction. If there can be any
comparison of ease with omnipotence, it must be easier to raise Job
from his dunghill, than to raise Job from his grave. If God, there-
fore, shall restore us from the sepulchre, he can certainly restore us
from sickness, from poverty, from slander, from depression of spirit,
from despair. That is clear; who shall doubt it ?

God will delight to work the work of our deliverance. If he takes
Pleasure in raising a dead body, he will assuredly take pleasure in
raising from their distresses those in whom he delights. The Lord






