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«“0 God, thou hast taught me from my youth: and hitherto have I declared thy
wondrous works, Now also when I am old and greyheaded, O God, forsake me
not; until I have shewed thy strength unto this generation, and thy power to every
one that is to come.”—Psalm lxxi. 17, 18.

I expEcT during the present week to have the pleasure of preaching
at Kettering, to celebrate the centenary of the ministry in that place
of Mr. Toller and his father. My esteemed friend Mr. Toller has for
about fifty-five years proclaimed the gospel of the grace of God to the
game people, and with the forty-five years of his father’'s previous
pastorate the century is completed. Having this very pleasant task
before me, I have been led to consider the subject of old age, and espe-
cially the old age of believers, and have concluded that “ ke remi-
niscences of an old man” would furnish us a suitable topic for this
morning’s discourse. I was the more led to choose the subject because
on Sabbath week the children and young people will have a claim
upon the preacher, since that day has been selected by the Sunday
School Union for special prayer. To balance accounts, let us give this
morning’s service to our grave and reverend seniors.

David has here spoken as an aged man, and what he has said has been
echoed by thousands of venerable believers. His experience of the
past, his prayer for the present, and his aspiration for the future, have
all occurred to others who are his equals in years, and those of us
who are in middle life will ere long be glad to say “ Amen” thereto.
“0 God, thou hast taught me from my youth: aud hitherto have I
declared thy wondrous works. Now also when I am old and grey-
headed, O God, forsake me not.” David in this passage may be re-
garded as the model of an aged believer converted in early life, and
we feel quite safe in taking all his expressions and putting them into
the mouths of veteran soldiers of the cross.

1. The first thing we shall dwell upon this morning will be HI8
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SCHOLARSHIP, or @ good beginning. “ O God, thou hast taught me
from my youth,” The psalmist was an instructed believer. He had not
merely been saved, but taught: conversion had led to instruction. I
call the attention of all young Christians to this. How desirable it is
not merely that you should be forgiven your sins, and justified by faith
in Christ Jesus, and that your hearts should be renewed by the opera-
tions of the Holy Ghost, but that you should go to school to Jesus, and
take his yoke upon you, and learn of him. Do you not know that this
is the good part which Mary chose, and which the Lord declared should
not be taken away from her? She chose to sit at his feet to learn of him.
Do not suppose that to be saved from hell is everything, you need also
to be instructed in righteousness. If you seek to know the Lord more
and more, it will save you from a thousand snares, cause you to grow
in grace, and enable you to be useful. That will be a fruitful old age
which was preceded by an instructed youth. We ought to know the
truth and understand it, for if we do not we shall always be weak in
the faith. That David was exceedingly well instructed is clear from
his Psalms, which contain a mine of doctrine and a wealth of experience
never surpassed even by other inspired writings. If one had no other
book than the Psalms to study, he might, by the blessing of God’s
Spirit, become one of the wisest of men. Aim, then, my brethren to be
disciples now, that in your old age you may look back with joy en the
days spent in heavenly learning.

All his anstruction the psalmist traced to his God. “O God, thou
hast taught me.” He had entered Christ’s College as a scholar.
Most wisely had he chosen to learn of him who has infinite wisdom to
impart, and divine skill in communicating it. The Lord not only en-
deavours to teach, but he does do so ; he knows how to make his chil-
dren learn, for he speaks to the heart, and teaches us to profit. “O
God, thou hast taught me.” What a blessed thing it is when we are
fully convinced by the Holy Spirit that to learn anything aright we
must be taught of God. Too many appear to fancy that everything
they need to know they can discover for themselves, they can work it
out by their own thoughts, or at any rate the profound learning of their
favourite authors will carry them through. My brother, thou who
hast grown grey in thy Master’s service, I am sure thou hast learned
to mistrust thine own understanding, and art glad to receive the
kingdom of heaven as a little child. You know by experience that
all you have ever learned apart from God has been a lesson of sorrow
or of folly: you have obtained no true light except from the great
Father of lights. No heavenly truths are learned aright till by the
Holy Ghost they are burnt into the soul. Blessed are those who have
gone to school to such a Master, they shall be among the wise who shall
shine ag the brightness of the firmament.

The Lord had taught David in part by his Word, for we find David
delighting in the Scriptures and meditating in them both day and
night. He taught him also by his ministers. He gathered no little
nstruction from Samuel, and he learned some pointed lessons from
Nathan ; while Gad, the king’s seer, no doubt, also ministered to his
building up. God’s children are willing to be taught by God's servants,
He had also been instructed by the Holy Spirit : many a precious truth
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had been communicated to him in the quiet of the sheep walks, or in
the solitary caverns of the hills, and even when he had become a king
he was awakened in the night watches that he might hear the voice of
the Lord his God. Morcover, the Lord taught him by providence.
He learned much from his shepherd’s crook, much from his sling and
stone, much from the hatred of Saul, much from the love of Jonathan.
He must have learned much afterwards of his own heart from his own
trials, follies, and sins, and he must have seen much of man’s worth-
lessness from the ingratitude of Absalom, the treachery of Ahithophel,
the brutality of Joab, and the blasphemy of Shimei. His whole life
was a course of education. Whether he stood on the hill Mizar or
traversed the valley of Baca, whether he exulted in green pastures or
sunk in the deeps where all God’s waves and billows went over him,
whether he sang a hallelujah or chanted a miserere, everything was
training him for a yet nobler existence. Hence he could say to the
most High, “ Thou hast taught me.” O beloved Christian friends, in
looking back can you not see how everything has been instructive to
you when you have been willing to learn? What a school have some
of us passed through, a school of trial and a school of love. e have
sat on the hard form of discipline, we have felt the rod of correction,
and on the other hand our eyes have sparkled with delight as we have
studied the illuminated book of fellowship, and peered into the secret
of the Lord which is with them that fear him. In us has been ful-
filled that ancient covenant promise, “ all thy children shall be taught
of the Lord.”

David also had the privilege of beginning early. “ O God, thou hast
taught me from my youth.” I was a scholar in thy infant class;
I was put to thee to learn my letters, and when I learned to spell out
thy name as my Saviour and Father, it was thy grace which taught it
me. All true learning begins at Christ’s feet, and it is well to be
there in our boyhood. If you would be a good scholar you must be a
young scholar. David felt that he needed to be instructed of God
from his youth, for in one of his psalms he says, “ Remember not
the sins of my youth, and my former transgressions.” So that
even pious David had sins of his youth to mourn over, and therefore
needed as well as others to learn the way of holiness when young.
The dire necessity which the foolishness of nature has laid upon us
from our earliest days is met by early grace. My aged brethren, I
would urge you at this moment to bless the Lord for the grace which
in early days saved many of you from falling into grievous sin.

The sin which the psalmist mourned over he was enabled by divine
teaching to master. He says himself, “ Wherewithal shall a young
man cleanse his way? By taking heed thereto according to thy word,”
and so David had done, and hence his early life was marked by great
purity and simplicity of character, because he had so well been taught
of God. Specially had he been taught to frust his God, for in the
fifth verse of this psalm he says, “Thou art my hope, O Lord God,
thou art my trust from my youth;” and being so taught he had prac-
tically proved his faith, for while he was yet in his youth he smote
the uncircumcised Philistine, and in the name of God delivered Israel.
Blessed is that young man who practically shows by daring deeds that
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he is a disciple of Jesus. Blessed is that old man who in looking
back confesses that he needed teaching from his youth up, but also
rejoices that he received instruction from the Lord, and was led into
the way of righteousness.

Further, notice David tells us ke kept fo his studies. He says, “ 0
God, thou hast taught me from my youth,” which implies that God
had continued to teach him: and so indeed he had. The learner had
not sought another school, nor had the Master turned off his pupil.
Some make slight progress because they seem to begin well but after-
wards turn aside to folly. They profess to be taught of God at one
time, but they grow weary of the plain gospel of Jesus, and resort to
heresy-mongers and inventors of strange doctrines. Good is it for
the heart to be established in the truth, and to yield itself to no
teacher but the Lord. Venerable brother, I hope you can say, “O
God, thou hast taught me from my youth. I have not bowed my soul
to every wind of doctrine, and made myself as the bulrush, which
yields to every passing breath of air; but I have been steadfast, un-
movable, holding fast the word of truth.”

It is equally clear that he was still learning. The oldest saint still
goes to school to the Lord Jesus. Oh, how little we know when we
know most. The wisest saints are those who most readily confess their
folly. The man who knows everything is the man who knows
nothing. The man who cannot learn any more is the man who has
never learned anything aright. To know Christ and the power of his
resurrection creates an insatiable thirst after a still closer acquaintance
with him. Our eager desire is yet more fully “to know him.”

I half wish that I could leave the pulpit and that some venerable
brother could come forward and tell you how God began with him,
and repeat the first lessons that he learned. I should like to hear
him tell how God has had patience with him, and has taught him
still ; how sometimes he has had to smart under the rod ere he could
be made to learn at all, and yet the Lord has been gentle with him.
I should like “such an one as Paul the aged” to tell you how by
everything that has happened, bad and good, bright and dark, his
education has been carried on; and I should like him to tell you how
glad he is to continue to be a learner, though now so far advanced in
life. The best instructed of our elder brethren are those who most
earnestly cry, “ What I know not teach thou me”; and “Open thou
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.” Though
my venerable friend has earned unto himself a good degree, he still
keeps to his old book, amd his old Master. Though now able to
teach others also, he is none the less a disciple, sitting at the feet
of Jesus; yea, he is all the more teachable because of what he already
knows.

Thus, brethren, we have seen that the model of aged believers is an
instructed saint, who owes all he knows to divine teaching, who began
to learn early, and has persevered in his sacred studies even to this

day. “'T'was thine, O Lord, to train and try
My spirit from my youth;
And to this hour I glorify
The wonders of thy truth.”
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I1. Secondly, we now pass on to consider HIS OCCUPATION. His
scholarship was a good beginning, his occupation was a good con-
tinuance,— Hitherto have I declared thy wondrous works.” This
was David’s chief employment. It is true he had other work to do,
for he was at first ashepherd, he then became a royal harper, afterwards
grew into a warrior, and at last climbed to a throne; still his life’s
main bent and object was to magnify the Lord, by declaring his wondrous
works. You and I, brethren, have each one his calling, and if it be a
lawful calling let us abide in it, and let us not dream that it would
honour God for us to leave our daily occupations upon pretence of
gerving him in a more spiritual way by living upon other people. Still
our earthly vocation is but the shell of our heavenly calling, which
is the kernel of our life’s pursuit. Our temporal business must be
subservient to our spiritual business, and we must declare the glory of
God in some wayor other. David magnified the Lord by his psalms.
How sweetly has he therein declared God’s ways of mercy and of faith-
fulness! He glorified God by his life, especially by those heroic deeds
which made all Israel know the mighty works which God could do by
a feeble but trustful man. He no doubt often declared the wondrous
works of God in private converse with believers and unbelievers, by
narrating his personal experience of the Lord’s mercies. You and I, if
we have been to God’s school, must follow the same occupation. Some of
us can preach; let us be diligent in it. Others of you teach in the
school ; I beseech you put your whole hearts into that blessed work.
All of you can by written letters or private conversation, and especially
by consistent lives, declare the wondrous works of God, and make men
know the glories of the God of grace; let us be eager in this sacred
work. Men do not care to know their God, but we must not allow
them to be ignorant. Tell them of that love of his against which
they daily offend, and of his readiness to forgive their provocations.
Publish and proclaim salvation by grace. It is sweet in old age to
remember that you did this.

Notice here, dear friends, that David had chosen a divine subject.
“ Hitherto have I declared thy wondrous works.” (God’s works he
had declared, not man’s. He had not talked of what man could do or
had done. Note verse sixteen—* I will make mention of thy righteous-
ness, even of thine only.” Neither the virtues of saints, nor the pre-
rogatives of priests, nor the infallibility of pontiffs, nor anything of
the sort, had degraded the psalmist’s lips, but those lips had reserved
themselves for the glory of God alone. My tongue also shall talk of
thy righteousness all the day long.”

We ought to speak of what God has done in creation, providence,
and grace, and especially should we point out the marvellous nature of
those works, for there is a wonder about them all. Truly, brethren, here
is a great subject for us,—the wonders of electing love, the wonders of
redeeming grace, the wonders of the Holy Spirit’s converting power,
the wonders of sanctification, the wonders of sin conquered and of
grace implanted : such wonders never cease. Wonders ot grace to God
belong, and it should be your business and mine, in the spirit of holy
reverence, to tell out to others what God has done, that we may set
them wondering and adoring too. David had a blessed subject, a






