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¢¢ And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have
ierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in
gittemess for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. In that day shall there
be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of
Megiddon.””—Zechariah xii. 10, 11.
HARDNESS of heart is a great and grievous evil. It exists not only in
the outside world, but in many who frequent the courts of the Lord’s
house. Beneath the robes of religion many carry a heart of stone. It
is more than possible to come to baptism and the sacred supper, to come
constantly o the hearing of the Word, and even, as a matter of form, to
attend to private religious duties, and yet still to have an unrenewed
heart, a heart within which no spiritual life palpitates, and no spiritual
feeling exists. Nothing good can come out of a stony heart; it is
barren as a rock. To be unfeeling is to be unfruitful. Prayer with-
out desire, praise without emotion, preaching without earnestness—
what are all these ? Like the marble images of life, they are cold and
dead. Insensibility is a deadly sign. Frequently it is the next stage
to destruction. Pharaoh’s hard heart was a prophecy that his pride
would meet a terrible overthrow. The hammer of vengeance is not far
off when the heart becomes harder than an adamant stone.

Many and great are the advantages connected with softness of spirit.
Tenderness of heart is one of the marks of a gracious person. Spiritual
sensibility puts life and feeling into all Christian duties. He that prays
feelingly, prays indeed ; he that praises God with humble gratitude,
praises him most acceptably, and he that preaches with a loving heart
has the essentials of true eloquence. An inward, living tenderness,
which trembles at God’s word, 1s of great price in the sight of God.

You are in this matter agreed with me : at least, I know that some of
you are thoroughly thus minded ; for you are longing to be made tender
and contrite. Certain of you who are truly softened by divine grace are
very prone to accuse yourselves of being stony-hearted. We are poor
judges of our own condition, and in this matter many make mistakes.
Mark this: the man who grieves because he does not grieve is often the
man ‘I:'Yho grieves most. He that feels that he does not feel is probably the
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most feeling man of us all ; T suspect that hardness is almost gone when
it is mourned over. He who can feel his insensibility is not insensible.
Those who mourn that their heart is a heart of stone, if they were to look
calmly at the matter might perceive that it is not all stone, or else there
would not be a mourning because of hardness. But, whether this be so
or not, I address myself to all of you whose prayer is for godly sorrow
for sin. It is written in the covenant of grace, <1 will take away the
stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh.” I pray
that this may be fulfilled in you even now. The object of this sermon
is to show how this tenderness is to be obtained, and how an evangelical
sorrow for sin can be produced in the heart, and maintained there. I
would set forth the simple method by which the inward nature can be
made living, feeling, and tender, full of warm emotions, fervent
breathings, and intense affections towards the Lord Jesus Christ. While
I speak I beseech you to pray: Create in me a tender heart, O Lord,
and renew within me a contrite spirit.

It will be instractive to keep to the words of the text. This passage
is pecnliarly suited to our purpose, and it will add authority to that
which we teach. Observe that holy tenderness arises out of a divine
operation. “1 will pour upon the house of David, and upon the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications.”
Secondly, ¢ is actually wrought by the look of faith : «“ And they shall
look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him.”
And, thirdly, the tenderness which comes in this way leads fo mourningy
Jor sin of an intense kind : * They shall mourn for him, as one mourneth
for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in
bitterness for his firstborn. In that day shall there be a great mourning
in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of
Megiddon.”

I. Tirst, note that THE HOLY TENDERNESS WHICH MAKES MEN
MOURN FOR SIN ARISES OUT OF A DIVINE OPERATION. It is not in
fallen man to renew his own heart. Can the adamant turn itself to
wax, or the granite soften itself to clay ? Only he that stretcheth out
the heavens and layeth the foundation of the earth can form and re-
form the spirit of man within him. The power to make the rock of our
nature flow with rivers of repentance is not in the rock itself.

The power lies in the omnipotent Spirit of God, and it is an omen for
good that he delights to exercise this power. The Spirit of God is
prompt to give life and feeling. He moved of old upon the face of the
waters, and by his power order came out of confusion. That same Spirit
at this time broods over our souls, and reduces the chaos of our natural
state to light and life and obedience. There lies the hope of our
rained nature, Jehovah who made us can make us over again. Our
case is not beyond his power. Is anything too hard for the Lord ? Is
the Spirit of the Lord straitened ? He can change the nether mill-
stone into a mass of feeling, and dissolve the northern iron and the
steel into a flood of tears. When he deals with the human mind by his
secret and mysterious operations, he fills it with new life, perception, and
emotion. “(God maketh my heart soft,” said Job, and in the best sense
this is true. The Holy Spirit makes us like wax, and we become im-
pressible to his sacred seal. Remember, you that are hard of heart,
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that your hope lies this way ; God himself, who melts the icebergs of
the northern sea, must make your soul to yield up its hardness in the
presence of his love. Nothing short of the work of God within you
can effect this. “ Ye must be born again,” and that new birth must
be from above. The Spirit of God must work regeneration in you. He
is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham ; but until
he works you are dead and insensible. Even now I perceive the goings
forth of his power : he is moving you to desire his divine working, and
in that gracious desire the work has already begun.

Note next, that as this tenderness comes of the Spirit of God, so ¢
also comes by his working in full co-operation with the Father and with
the Son. In our text we have all the three persons of the divine
Trinity. We hear the Father say, “I will pour upon the house of
David the spirit of grace,” and that Spirit when poured out leads men
to look to him whom they pierced, even to the incarnate Son of God.
Thus the Holy Ghost proceeding from the Father and the Son, fulfils
the purpose of the Father by revealing the Son, and thus the heart of
man is reached. The divine Father sends forth the Holy Ghost, and
he bears witness to the Son of God, and so men come to mourn for sin.
We believe in the three persons of the blessed God, and yet we are
equally clear that God is one. We see the divers operations of these
three divine persons, but we perceive that they are all of one, and work
to the selfsame end, namely, that grace may reign by delivering us
from our natural impenitence, and by causing us to sorrow because we
have sinned. The Holy Spirit worketh not without the Father and the
Son, but proves himself to be in full union with both by his operations
upon the soul of man. Do not think, therefore, when thou feelest the
Holy Ghost melting thee, that the Father will refuse thee : it is he that
sent the Holy Spirit to deal with thee. Imagine not that thou canst
feel repentance for sin and bow in sorrow at the Saviour’s feet, and
that Jesus will reject thee; for it is he who sent the Spirit of grace to
bring thee to repentance, and make thee mourn because of the ill which
thou hast done. The glorious one God, who made the heavens and the
earth, is dealing with thy heart if the Holy Ghost is now working in
thee as “ the spirit of grace and of supplications.”

This operaton s an unseen secret work. Thou canst not perceive
the work of the Spirit by the senses of the flesh; it is spiritually
discerned. When the Spirit of God was poured out at Pentecost,
there were divers signs attendant thereupon, such as rushing mighty
wind, and cloven tongues as it were fire; but these were outward signs
only, the Spirit himself is inward and secret. The Spirit is as the
wind, invisible save by its effects. The Holy Ghost cometh as the dew
which in soft silence refreshes the tender herb. Not with sound of
trumpet or observation of man doth the Spirit perform his gracious
deeds. His working is one of the secrets and mysteries which no man
can explain to his fellow. He that feels the movement of the Holy
Spirit, knows that a singular work is going on within him, but what it
1, or who it is that worketh it, he knoweth not. Do not, therefore,
expect to be informed when the Spirit is upon thee. Marvel not if it
should so happen that he is dealing with thee now, though thon knowest
it not, “ For God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not.”
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The operations of the Holy Ghost are consciously perceived by the
human heart, but they are not always attributed to their right cauge.
Many a man, to use the words of our hymn,

“ Wonders to feel his own hardness depart.”

He does not know how his new tenderness has been produced. He
finds himself anxious to hear and understand the gospel, and he feels
that the gospel affects him as it never did before, but he does not per-
ceive those “ invisible ” cords of love which are drawing him towards
his Saviour. Before long he will cry, « This is the finger of God”; but
as yet he perceives not the divine canse. It is well set forth by Mr.
Bunyan in his parable of the fire which burned though a man tried
to quench it. There was one behind the wall who secretly poured oil
upon the fire. He himself was unperceived, but the fire burned because
of what he poured on it. You can see the flame, but you cannot see
the hidden One who ministers the fuel. The Spirit of God may work
in you, my dear hearer, this morning, but it will not be with special
token of marvel, or voice, or vision. Not with earthquake, nor wind, nor
fire will he come, but with “a still small voice.” He may deal with
many of you at once, and yet none may see it in his fellow. I expect
that he will work upon many at this time, for much prayer has been
put up that the Lord Jesus may be glorified in our midst.

But the secret operation of the Spirit is known by its effects, for 4¢ 4s
sweetly productive.  'We read in the text of “the spirit of grace and of
supplications,” which must mean that the Spirit produces gracionsness
and prayerfulness in the soul upon which he works. The man is now
willing to receive the grace or free favour of God; he ceases to be
proud, and becomes gracious. He is put into a condition in which
God’s grace can deal with him. As long as you are self-righteous, God
cannot deal with you in the way of favour; you are upon wrong ground,
for you are making claims which he cannot possibly allow. Mercy and
merif can no more blend than fire and water. You must be willing to
receive as a free favour what God will never give you if you claim it by
right. When thou art made conscious of sin, then forgivenees can be
granted. When thou art malleable under the hammer of God’s Word,
then will he work his work of love upon thee. When thou dost lay thine
own righteousness aside, and take up the cry, ““ God be merciful to me
a sinner,” then shalt thou go to thy house justified. It needs the Spirit
of grace to give us grace to receive grace. We are so graceless that we
will not even accept grace till God gives us “grace for grace”—grace to
accept grace. Blessed is the hour when the Spirit of God comes to us
as the Spirit of grace, and works in us that graciousness which makes
us value and seek after the free grace of God in its further forms.
Grace itself clears out a space in the heart for grace to enter and carry
on its work.

It is also said that the Lord will pour out *the spirit of supplica-
tions,” This is the- creation of desires and longings which express
themselves in prayer. When the Holy Ghost works savingly upon the
heurt, then the man begins to approach the mercy-seat with frequent
and fervent supplications. The words may be broken and confused ;
bui what are words? Sighs, tears, heavings of the breast, and upward






