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‘“And the servant said unto him, Peradventure the woman will not be willing to

follow me unto this land : must I needs bring thy son again unto the land from whence
thou camest? And Abraham said unto him, Beware thou that thou bring not my son
thither again. The Lord God of heaven, which took me from my father’s house, and
from the land of my kindred, and which spake unto me, and that sware unto me, saying,
Unto thy seed will I give this land; he shall send his angel before thee, and thou
shalt take a wife unto my son from thence. And if the woman will not be willing to
follow thee, then thou shalt be clear from this my oath : only bring not my son thither
again.””—Genesis xxiv, 5—8.
GexEsIs is both the book of beginnings and the book of dispensations.
You know what use Paul makes of Sarah and Hagar, of Esau and
Jacob, and the like. Genesis is, all through, a book instructing the
reader in the dispensations of God towards man. Paul saith, in a
certain place, ‘ which things are an allegory,” by which he did not
mean that they were not literal facts, but that, being literal facts, they
might also be used instructively as an allegory. So may I say of this
chapter. "It records what actually was said and done; but at the
same time, it bears within it allegorical instruction with regard to
heavenly things. The true minister of Christ is like this Eleazar of
Damascus; he is sent to find a wife for his Master’s Son. His great
desire is, that many shall be presented unto Christ in the day of his
appearing, as the bride, the Lamb’s wife.

The faithful servant of Abraham, before he started, communed with
his master ; and this is a lesson to us, who go on our Lord’s errands.
Let us, before we engage in actual service, see the Master’s face, talk
with him, and tell to him any difficulties which occur to our minds.
Before we get to work, let us know what we are at, and on what
footing we stand. Let us hear from our Lord’s own mouth what he
expects us to do, and how far he will help us in the doing of it. I
charge you, my fellow-servants, never to go forth to plead with men
for God until you have first pleaded with God for men. Do not
attempt to deliver a message which you have not first of all yourself
received by his Holy Spirit. Come out of the chamber of fellowship
with God into the pulpit of ministry among men, and there will be a
freshness and a power about you which none shall be able to resist.
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Abraham’s servant spoke and acted as one who felt bound to do
exactly what his master bade him, and to say what his master told
him; hence his one anxiety was to know the essence and mecasure of
his commission. During his converse with his master he mentioned
one little point about which there might be a hitch ; and his master
soon removed the difficulty from his mind. Itis about that hitch, which
has occurred lately on a very large scale, and has upset a good many
of my Master’s servants, that I am going to speak this morning : may
God grant that it may be to the benefit of his church at large!

L. Beginning our sermon, we will ask you, first, to THINK OF THE
SERVANT’S JOYFUL BUT WEIGHTY ERRAND. It was a joyful errand: the
bells of marriage were ringing around him. The marriage of the heir
should be a joyful event. It was an honourable thing for the servant
to be entrusted with the finding of a wife for his master’s son. Yet it
was every way a most responsible business, by no means easy of accom-
plishment. Blunders might very readily occur before he was aware
of it; and he needed to have all his wits about him, and something
more than his wits, too, for so delicate a matter. He had to journey
far, over lands without track or road; he had to seek out a family
which he did not know, and to find out of that family a woman whom
he did not know, who nevertheless should be the right person to bo
the wife of his master’s son: all this was a great service.

The work this man undertook was @ dusiness upon which his master’s
heart was set.  Isaac was now forty years old, and had shown no sign of
marrying. He wasof a quiet, gentle spirit, and needed a more active
spirit to urge him on. The death of Sarah had deprived him of the
solace of his life, which he had found in his mother, and had, no doubt,
made him desire tender companionship. Abraham himself was old, and
well stricken in years ; and he very naturally wished to see the promise
beginning to be fulfilled, that in Isaac should his seed be called.
Therefore, with great anxiety, which is indicated by his making his
servant swear an oath of a most solemn kind, he gave him the com-
mission to go to the old family abode in Mesopotamia, and seek for
Isaac a bride from thence. Although that family was not all that
could be desired, yet it was the best he knew of; and as some
heavenly light lingered there, he hoped to find in that place the best
wife for his son. The business was, however, a serious one which he
committed to his servant. My brethren, this is nothing compared
with the weight which hangs on the true minister of Christ. All the
Great Father’s heart is set on giving to Christ a church which shall
be his beloved for ever. Jesus must not be alone: his church must
be his dear companion. The Father would find a bride for the great
Bridegroom, a recompense for the Redeemer, a solace for the Saviour:
therefore he lays it upon all whom he calls to tell out the gospel,
that we should seek souls for Jesus, and never rest till hearts are
wedded to the Son of God. Oh, for grace to carry out this commission !

This message was the more weighty because of the person for whom the
spouse was sought. Isaac was an extraordinary personage ; indeed, to
the servant he was unique. He was a man born according to promise,
not after the flesh, but by the power of God; and you know how in
Christ, and in all that are one with Christ, the life comes by the promise



NO COMPROMISE. 555

and the power of God, and springeth not of man. Isaac was himself
the fulfilment of promise, and the heir of the promise. Infinitely
glorious is our Lord Jesus as the Son of man! Who shall declare his
generation ? Where shall be found a helpmeet for him? a soul fit
to be espoused unto him? Isaac had been sacrificed; he had been
laid upon the altar, and although he did not actually die, his father’s
hand had unsheathed the knife wherewith to slay him. Abraham in
spirit had offered up his son; and you know who he is of whom we
preach, and for whom we preach, even Jesus, who has laid down his
life a sacrifice for sinners. He has been presented as a whole burnt-
offering unto God. Oh! by the wounds, and by the bloody sweat, I
ask you where shall we find a heart fit to be wedded to him? How
shall we find men and women who can worthily recompense love so
amazing, so divine, as that of him who died the death of the cross ?
Isaac had also been, in a figure, raised from the dead. To his father
he was ‘““as good as dead,” as said the apostle; and he was given
back to him from the dead. But our blessed Lord has actually risen
from an actual death, and stands before us this day as the Conqueror
of death, and the Spoiler of the grave. 'Who shall be joined to this
Conqueror? Who is fit to dwell in glory with this glorious One ?
One would have thought that every heart would aspire to such happi-
ness, and leap in prospect of such peerless honour, and that none would
shrink back except through a sense of great unworthiness. Alas! it
is not so, though so it ought to be.

‘What a weighty errand have we to fulfil to find those who shall be
linked for ever in holy union with the Heir of the promise, even the
sacrificed and risen One! Isaac was everything to Abraham.
Abraham would have said to Isaac, ‘‘ All that I have is thine.” So
ig it true of our blessed Lord, whom he hath made heir of all things;
by whom also he made the worlds, that ¢ it pleased the Father that
in him should all fulness dwell.” What a dignity will be put upon
any of you who are married to Christ! To what a height of eminence
will you be uplifted by becoming one with Jesus! O preacher, what
a work hast thou to do to-day, to find out those to whom thou shalt
give the bracelet, and upon whose face thou shalt hang the jewel!
To whom shall I say, ¢ Wilt thou give thy heart to my Lord! Wilt
thou have Jesus to be thy confidence, thy salvation, thine all in all ?
Art thou willing to become his that he may be thine ? ’

Said I not truly that it was a joyful, but a weighty errand, when
you think what she must be to whom his master’s son should be espoused ?
She must, at least, be willing and beautiful. In the day of God’s
power hearts are made willing. There can be no marriage to Jesus
without a heart of love. Where shall we find this willing heart?
Only where the grace of God has wrought it. Ah, then, I see how I
may find beauty, too, among the sons of men! Marred as our nature
is by sin, only the Holy Spirit can impart that beauty of holiness
which will enable the Lord Jesus to see comeliness in his chosen.
Alas! in our hearts there is an aversion to Christ, and an unwilling-
ness to accept of him, and at the same time a terrible unfitness and
unworthiness! The Spirit of God implants a love which is of heavenly
origin, and renews the heart by a regeneration from above; and then
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we seelc to be one with Jesus, but not till then. See, then, how our
errand calls for the help of God himself.

Think what she will become who is to be married to Isaac? She
is to be his delight; his loving friend and companion. She is to be
partner of all his wealth; and specially is she to be a partaker in the
great covenant promise, which was peculiarly entailed upon Abraham
and his family. When a sinner comes to Christ, what does Christ
make of him? His delight is in him: he communes with him;
he hears his prayer, he accepts his praise; he works in him and with
him, and glorifies himself in him. He makes the believing man
joint-heir with himself of all that he has, and introduces him into
the covenant treasure-house, wherein the riches and glory of God are
stored up for his chosen. Ah, dear friends! it is a very small business
in the esteem of some to preach the gospel; and yet, if God is with
us, ours is more than angels’ service. In a humble way you are telling
of Jesus to your boys and girls in your classes; and some will despise
you as “‘only Sunday-school teachers’ ; but your work has a spiritual
weight about it unknown to conclaves of senators, and absent from
the counsels of emperors. Upon what you say, death, and hell, and
worlds uiiknown are hanging. You are working out the destinies
of immortal spirits, turning souls from ruin to glory, from sin to
holiness.

¢’Tis not a work of small import
Your loving care demands;

But what might fill an angel’s heart,
And filled the Saviour’s hands.”

In carrying out his commission, ¢this servant must spare mo exertion.
It would be required of him to journey to a great distance, having a
general indication of direction, but not knowing the way. He must
have divine guidance and protection. 'When he reached the place, he
must exercise great common-sense, and at the same time a trustful
dependence upon the goodness and wisdom of God. It would be a
wonder of wonders if he ever met the chosen woman, and only the
Lord could bring it to pass. He had all the care and the faith re-
quired. We have read the story of how he journeyed, and prayed,
and pleaded. We should have cried, *“ Who is sufficient for these
things ?”” but we see that the Lord Jehovah made him sufficient, and
his mission was happily carried out. How can we put ourselves into
the right position to get at sinners, and win them for Jesus? How
can we learn to speak the right words? How shall we suit our
teaching to the condition of their hearts? How shall we adapt our-
selves to their feelings, their prejudices, their sorrows, and their
temptations ? Brethren, we who preach the gospel continually may
well cry, “If thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence.”
To seek for pearls at the bottom of the sea is child’s play compared
with seeking for souls in this wicked London. If God be not with us,
we may look our eyes out, and wear our tongues away in vain. Only
as the Almighty God shall lead, and guide, and influence, and inspire,
can we perform our solemn trust; only by divine help shall we joy-
fully come back, bringing with us the chosen of the Lord. We are
the Bridegroom’s friends, and we rejoice greatly in his jey, but we
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sigh and cry till we have found the chosen hearts in whom he will
delight, whom he shall raise to sit with him upon his throne.

II. Secondly, I would have you CONSIDER THE REASONABLE FEAR
WHICH IS MENTIONED. Abraham’s servant said, ¢ Peradventure the
woman will not be willing to follow me unto this land.”” This is a
very serious, grave, and common difficulty. If the woman be not
willing, nothing can he done; force and fraud are out of the question;
there must be a true will, or there can be no marriage in this instance.
Here was the difficulty : here was a will to be dealt with. Ah, my
brethren ! this is our difficulty still. Let me describe this difficulty in
detail as it appeared to the servant, and appears to us.

She may not belicve my report, or be impressed by <¢. When I come to
her, and tell her that I am sent by Abraham, she may look me in the
face, and say, “There be many deceivers nowadays.” If I tell her
that my master’s son is surpassingly beautiful and rich, and that he
would fain take her to himself, she may answer, * Strange tales and
romances are common in these days; but the prudent do not quit their
homes.” Brethren, in our case this is a sad fact. The great evan-
gelical prophet cried of old, ¢ Who hath believed our report?” We
also cry in the same words. Men care not for the report of God’s
great love to the rebellious sons of men. They do not believe that the
infinitely glorious Lord is seeking the love of poor, insignificant man,
and to win it has laid down his life. Calvary, with its wealth of
mercy, grief, love, and merit, is disregarded. Indeed, we tell a won-
derful story, and 1t may well seem too good to be true; but it is sad
indeed that the multitude of men go their ways after trifles, and count
these grand realities to be but dreams. Iam bowed down with dismay
that my Lord’s great love, which led him even to die for men, should
hardly be thought worthy of your hearing, much less of your believing.
Here is a heavenly marriage, and right royal nuptials placed within
your reach ; but with a sneer you turn aside, and prefer the witcheries
of sin.-

There was another difficulty : ske was expected to feel a love to one she
had never seen. She had only newly heard that there was such a
person as Isaac, but yet she must love him enough to leave her
kindred, and go to a distant land. This could only be because she
recognized the will of Jehovah in the matter. Ah, my dear hearers!
all that we tell you is concerning things not seen as yet; and here is
our difficulty. You have eyes, and you want to see everything ; you
have hands, and you want to handle everything ; but there is one
whom you cannot see as yet, who has won our love because of what
we believe concerning him. We can truly say of him, “ Whom having
not seen, we love: in whom, though now we see him not, yet believing,
we rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” I know that you
answer our request thus: ‘“You demand too much of us when you
ask us to love a Christ we have never seen.” I can only answer, It
is even s0: we do ask more of you than we expect to receive.” Unless
God the Holy Ghost shall work a miracle of grace upon your hearts,
you will not be persuaded by us to quit your old associations, and
join yourselves to our beloved Lord. And yet, if you did come to
him, and love him, he would more than content you; for you would






