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¢So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest
thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord ; thou knowest that I love
thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.”’ —John xxi. 15.
READ the whole chapter, and observe the change of scene, First, they
are on the lake fishing, casting their nets at Christ’s command, and
dragging to land a multitude of great fishes. They have all come on
shore, and when they have breakfasted, their faces are not turned to the
sea, but to the pastures on the hillside. These are clothed with flocks,
and the Master says no more about fishermen and fish, but speaks of
shepherds and sheep. Herein lieth a parable : the servants of the Lord
Jesus are first fishermen and then shepherds. The first work of Christ’s
servants is comprised in that commission, “ Go, ye into all the world and
.preach the gospel to every creature” ; or, parabolically, “ Launch out
into the deep and let down your nets for a draught.” They begin their
heavenly vocation as fishers, even as Jesus said to them at the first,
“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Their earliest work
is to preach the gospel, which is like the letting down of a great seine
net, enclosing life of all kinds. They are not to make a selection of
characters so as to preach only to likely persons : that would be com-
parable to angling, a figure which is used in the Old Testament in
connection with destruction, and not in reference to salvation, even as
Amos says : “The Lord God hath sworn by his holiness, that, lo, the
days shall come upon you, that he will take you away with hooks, and
your posterity with fishhooks.” In gospel fishery we let down the big
net and thus encompass many of all sorts. In the act of preaching the
gospel, all is fish.that comes to net; the sorting of the good from the
bad is to be done another day. Our urgent work—I mean yours and
mine, my brethren—is to go out into the world and proclaim the blessed
gospel of salvation to all who care to hear us. We are to go into every
place to which we can gain access, “ into all the world ” ; “ into the streets
and lanes of the city, into the highways and hedges”: anywhere and
everywhere the world over. Our one instrument as fishers for Christ is
the gospel of the grace of God. God forbid that we should use any
other;q_ May the Lord help us to keep to our fishing, and may we con-
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stantly receive divine direction as to how and where to casi the net, so
that we may have a full net, and yet a net unbroken, wherewith we may
fish again.

After this is done, and while it is being done, another art is to be
practised. Fishing is not all, as many seem to think. Itisa great
part of our service, and would God it were more attended to; but after
it has been attended to shepherding comes in, and is a work of equal
weight. Our Lord Jesus Christ would have his servants attend to this
second task with all their hearts. If souls are converted they have been
brought up from the depths of sin, and the scene changes: we see a
flock, *“ the church of God which he hath purchased with his own blood.”
This flock needs as much care as any other, yea, it needs to be tended
with the utmost labour and watchfulness. The Lord Jesus himself is the
Good Shepherd who laid down his life for the sheep, the Great Shepherd
who is brought again from the dead, and the Chief Shepherd under
whom he has appointed shepherds to watch for the souls of men. He
will have those of us whom he calls to his service to shepherdize those
who are converted : leading, protecting, feeding, comforting, and suc-
couring them. He will call us to account if we neglect this charge, for
he will require his flock at our hands, saying, «“ Where is the flock that
was given thee, thy beautiful flock ? ”

This shepherd work is so important that three times the Saviour bids us
attend to it, saying first, ¢ Feed my lambs,” then, “ Feed my sheep,” or
as some old manuscripts have it, “my little sheep,” and then again,
« Feed my sheep.” We are to feed the babes in grace; to shepherdize
the young men in Christ Jesus; and to feed the older ones who feel many
growing infirmities, and need again the comforts of their earliest days.
Three times over are we thus bidden : are we, then, so apt to fail in this?
Jesus spake but once to death, and Lazarus came forth : are we more
deaf than the grave, and must we be thrice commanded? Let us no
longer be disobedient to the heavenly mandate. We must never so
evangelize the outside mass as to forget to fold and feed those within.
We are to disciple all nations, and then to teach them all things whatso-
ever Christ has commanded us. Not every man that can haul in a net
is ready at once to tend a flock; we need much grace, for the Lord
Jesus Christ spent years in most industriously educating the Twelve,
training the Seventy, and getting ready a band of followers who were not
only saved, but educated, so as to teach others also. We must not be
indiffercnt to this matter. The quiet work of building up believers must
be steadily pursued, even though those who sound a trumpet before them
may despise such ministries. ' )

I shall speak this morning upon work within the fold, the feeding of
the sheep and lambs, and this I shall do in order that I may help our
beloved Sabbath-school teachers. This is their day, and if I do not seem
to speak directly or exclusively to them, I hope I shall nevertheless say
much to stimulate and direct them in their invaluable labours. I
bespeak for them your most earnest prayers and loving sympathies, and
of many I would beg a more practical co-operation with them.

Concerning this shepherdizing for Christ let us first note the sphere—
« My lambs”: secondly, the man for it—one like Simon son of Jonas:
thirdly, ks preparation for it: fourthly, the work sself : and fifthly, the



“FEED MY LAMBS:” A SABBATH-SCHOOL SERMON. 567

motive under which the feeding is to be carvied out. Briefly on each
point.  Oh for help from the Spirit of God! )

I. First, think of THE SPHERE. Although in the other instances
Jesus says, “ Feed my sheep,” yet in this first instance he says, ¢ Feed
my lambs.” To whom does he refer? 1 think, first, to suck as are
lttle in grace. 'They have but a grain of mustard seed of faith as yet:
their love is not a flame, but a spark: the leaven of grace within them
has begun to work, but all the measures of meal are not yet leavened.
"The spiritnal life in these is like a candle newly lit, apparently in danger
of being suddenly blown out, and therefore needing great care. Weakness
is an idea in the word “ lambs”; and so in the church of God all such as
are weak—and, alas, how many there are—all such as are doubting, all
such as are slenderly instructed, all such as are easily bewildered in doc-
trine, cast down in spirit, and apt to be staggered,—all such, I say, are
to be watched over with special care, and therefore Jesus mentions them
particularly and separately and in the first place. If our kindness should
neglect the strong it would be a sad pity, but it might not entail so
much damage as if we neglect the weak. What saith the apostle ?
“ Comfort the feeble-minded ; support the weak; be patient towards all
men.” In our numbers we have always a few who wear the weeds of
spiritual widowhood ; these are very sincere, but sadly anxious, scarcely
knowing what full assurance means, but yet true and resolute. Their
faith is a trembling one, crying “ Lord, I believe; help thou mine un-
belief.” Such are not to be blamed, nor avoided, nor despised, nor in
the least degree discouraged ; but, inasmuch as we ourselves also may
be tempted with like fears, we are to console them. We ought to know
that if we be strong, our strength lieth not in ourselves; for our own
strength is perfect weakness; and therefore we should deal graciously
and tenderly with the weak of the flock. I think this is the reason why
the weak were committed to Simon Peter in this particular case; because
he had been very weak himself: he had denied his Master through his
fears, and thus he was taught to have compassion on other trembling ones.
He who is himself compassed with infirmities knows the heart of the
weaklings : he can enter with sympathy into their doubts and their dis-
tresses, for he hag felt the same. = I say therefore, this morning, in the
name of the Lord Jesus, to all of you who love him, « Look well to the
weak ones of the church.”

.. But I cannot think, as some expositors do, that weakness is the main
idea in the word “lambs”; for the notion of a lamb is not confined to
the thought of weakness, since full-grown sheep may be weak and lambs
may be vigorious ; but the most prominent thought is that of youth.
The lambs are the young of the flock. So, then, we ought to look
specially and carefully after those who are young @n grace. They may
be old in years, and yet they may be mere babes in grace as to the
length of their spiritual life, and therefore they need to be under a good
shepherd.  As soon as a person is converted and added to the church he
should become the object of the care and kindness of his fellow members.
He has but newly come among us, and has no familiar friends among
the saints, therefore let us all be friendly to him. Even should we leave
our older comrades we must be doubly kind towards those who are newly
escaped from the world and have come to find a refuge with the
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Almighty and his people. Watch with ceaseless care over those new-
born babes who are strong in desires, but strong in nothing else. They
have but just crept out of darkness, and their eyes can scarcely bear the
light; let us be a shade to them until they grow accustomed to the
blaze of gospel day. Addict yourselves to the holy work of caring for
the feeble and despondent. Peter himself that morning must have felt
like a newly enlisted soldier, for he had in a sense ended his public
Christian life by denying his Lord, and he had begun it again when
he “ went out and wept bitterly.” He was now making a new confession
of his faith before his Lord and his brethren, and, therefore, because
he was thus made to sympathize with recruits he is commissioned to
act as a guardian to them. Young converts are too timid to ask our
help, and so our Lord introduces them to us, and with an emphatic
word of command he says, « Feed my lambs.” This shall be our reward,
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these ye have
done it unto me.”

But surely we must include in this those who have been converted
while young in years. We thank God exceedingly that we have among
us and round about us many dear children that already know Christ.
‘We have never as a church thought that a certain number of years must
have passed over a child before it can confess its faith in Christ and be
received into the church. It is sometimes said that we teach adull
baptism. We do nothing of the sort. We practise believer’s baptism,
and baptize all who confess faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, whether they
are children or adults. Our enquiry as to fitness does not refer to age,
but to faith, The number or the fewness of days or years is no con-
sideration whatever with us. Our question is, “Dost thou believe
in the Lord Jesus Christ? ”  If that be fairly answered we say at once,
«“ What doth hinder you to be baptized?” However young a believer
may be he should make an open confession of his faith, and be
folded with the rest of the flock of Christ. We are not among those
who are suspicious of youthful piety: we could never see more reason
for such suspicions in the case of the young than in the cases of those
who repent late in life. Of the two we think the latter are more to be
questioned than the former: for a selfish fear of punishment and dread
of death are more likely to produce acounterfeit faith than mere childishness
would be. How much has the child missed which might have spoiled
it! How much it does not know which, please God, we hope it never
may know! Oh, how much there is of brightness and trustfulness
about children when converted to God which is not seen in elder con-
verts! Our Lord Jesus evidently felt deep sympathy with children,
and he is but little like Christ who looks upon them as a trouble
in the world, and treats them as if they must needs be either little
deceivers or foolish simpletons. To you who teach in our schools is
given this joyous privilege of finding out where these young disciples
are who are truly the lambs of Christ’s flock, and to you he saith,
¢ Feed my lambs ’; that is, instruct such as are truly gracious but young
in years. ”»

It is very remarkable that the word used here for feed my lambs
is very different from the word employed in the (ﬁrecepb, “ feed my
sheep.” I will not trouble you with Greek words, but the second






