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« And I will give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me for ever, for

the good of them, and of their children after them.”—Jeremiah xxxii. 89.
THOSE of you who were present last Lord’s-day morning will remember
my sermon upon * Mongrel Religion,” in which I dealt with those who
feared the Lord and served other gods. Their heart was divided, there-
fore they were found faulty. They had, as the Hebrew puts it, a heart
and a heart,—a heart that went this way and a heart that went the
other way, and so as a matter of fact they became, as the prophet saith,
as “ a silly dove that hath no heart.” The discourse of this morning is
intended to exhibit whole-hearted religion, which is the opposite of the
sad mixture which we have so lately denounced. We wish to look upon
persons of Caleb’s stamp, who followed the Lord fully, in whom by the
grace of God the divided heart has become united, so that with their
whole heart they serve the Lord their God.

Qur text is an extract from Jeremiah’s copy of the covenant of grace.
The Lord promises to Israel, “ They shall be my people, and I will be
their God.” And in the fortieth verse he says, “ And I will make an
everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them,
to do them good ; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall
not depart from me.” This, then, i3 the covenant of grace which God
has made with his people, and it is highly suggestive that the first
blessing of it relates to the heart; for God when he begins with
men does not begin with the outward way, but with the inward
spirit. He puts it, “I will give them one heart and one way” : the
way is second, the heart comes first. Understand, then, that in all true
godliness we must begin with heart-work. It is no use hoping to polish
the outside until by degrees you enlighten the interior ; nay, but the
light must first be placed within, and then, as it shines through, spots
on the exterior will be discovered, and will all the more readily be
cleansed away. God works not fo the centre, but ¢n the centre, und
then from the centre into the outer life.

In reference to the heart, one of the earliest works of divine grace is
to unite it in ome. Strange to say, I should be equally truthtul if I
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said that one of the first works of grace is to break the heart; but so
paradoxical is man that when his heart is unbroken it is divided, and
when his heart is broken, then, for the first time, it is united ; for a
broken heart in every fragment of it mourns over sin, and cries out for
mercy. Every shattered particle of a contrite spirit is united in one
desire to be reconciled to God. There is no union of the heart with
itself till it is broken for sin and from sin. Early in the morning of
grace the man comes to himself, and so is restored to the unity of his
manhood. The effect of this inner reunion is very salutary. We read
of the prodigal, that “ when he came to himself,” he said, *“I will arise
and go to my father.” The heart is united in itself when it is united to
the Lord ; even as the Lord has said by the mouth of the prophet, “I
will give them an heart to know me, that I am the Lord : and they shall
be my people, and I will be their God: for they shall return unto me
with their whole heart.”

It is of this unitedness of heart that I shall speak first, and then I
shall go on to those other covenant blessings which come after it, accord-
ing to the text. These are placed after it in order to show its great
value, since it is the first step to exceedingly precious blessings.

First, then, we will consider wnitedness of heart :—*1 will give them
one heart ”’; secondly, the blessing which immediately arises out of it,
consistency of walk,—“1 will give them one way.” From these two come
the third blessing, « steadfastness of principle,—* that they may fear me
for ever”; and consequent upon all this comes personal blessedness,—
“for the good of them”: and attendant upon that favour, relative
benediction,— and for the good of their children after them.” Our
programme is very extensive, may the Spirit of God help us to fill it up.

1. Webegin, then, at the beginning, with UNITEDNESS OF THE HEART.

Our first statement under this head shall be that ¢t is naturally divided.
Sin is confusion, and at its entrance it created a Babel, or a confusion,
within the heart of man. Until man sinned his nature was one and un-
divided ; but the fall broke him, and destroyed his unity. Within him
now there are many voices, many «imaginations, and many devices.
Within him there is strife and contention, wars and fightings, which
come of his lusts, which struggle with each other, and with his
understanding. Observe the contest which is constantly visible between
his conscience and his affections. His affections choose that which is
evil, while his conscience approves that which is right. The desires go
after that which appears to be pleasant, but the judgment warns
the mind of its folly; hence a controversy between the two powers
of the soul. The lusts crave for that which the intellect condemns ;
the passions demand that which the reason would deny; the will
persists in that which the judgment would forego. The ship of our
manhood will not obey the helm ; there is a mutiny on board, and those
powers which should be underlings strive for the mastery. Man is dragged
to and fro by contending forces : conscience draws this way, and the
affections drag in the opposite direction. Our propensities and faculties
are by nature like the crowd in the Ephesian theatre of whom we read,
«“Some therefore cried one thing, and some another ; for the assembly was
confused.” We sin not without some measure of compunction, and we do
not quit our sin thoroughly even when we yield to conscience; fur the
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heart still hankers after that which the conscience disallows. To many
a man it is given to admire things that are excellent, and still to delight
in things which are abominable. His conscience bids him rise to a
pure and noble life, but his baser passions hold him down to that which
is earthly and sensual.

Frequently, too, there is a very great division between a man’s in-
ward knowledge and his outward conduct. Men are often wise in the
head and foolish in the hand : they know the right and do the wrong.
The law of God is read in their hearing and written upon their memo-
ries, and yet it is forgotten in their lives. They are men of great dis-
cernment in theory, and yet in their actions they put bitter for sweet
and sweet for bitter ; darkness for light and light for darkness. They
sin against the light: “they love darkness rather than light, because
their deeds are evil” Often and often the man is as right as
justice herself in his opinions, and clear as the day in his information ;
and yet he gropes as the blind, and stumbles at noonday as in the night.
His knowledge goes one way, and his will another; he knows the con-
sequences of sin, and therefore fears ; he perceives the pleasureableness or
profit of sin, and therefore presumes. He is sure that he will never be
80 base as to fall into a certain fault ; by-and-by he rushes into it, and
defends himself for so doing, till he changes his fickle mind, and then
he denounces that which just now he allowed. How can he be right
with God when he is not even right with himself ?

All through the carnal man, if you look at him, there is confusion
and mischief. We should call that creature a monster which had its
head towards the earth and its feet towards heaven, and yet the carnal
man lives in that position; he ought to tread the world beneath his
feet, but he places it above ; while the heaven to which he should aspire
he daily spurns! He lets his animal passions, which should be treated
as the dogs of his flock, kecome his lords and masters. He reverses the
order of nature, and bids the beast within him have dominion over the
spirit. Appetites which in their way are good if they are kept in with bit
and bridle are permitted to become evil, because they have unlimited in-
dulgence and are allowed to be the tyrants of the soul. The Ishmael of
the flesh mocks at the Isaac of the conscience, and is unreproved.
Solomon said, “ I have seen servants upon horses, and princes walking as
servants upon the earth,” and the same may be seen in the little world
within, where appetites rule and grander capacities are placed in servi-
tude. Man is a puzzle, and none can put him together but he that made
him at the first. He is a self-contradiction, a house divided against itself,
a mystery of iniquity, a maze of folly, a mass of perversity, obstinacy,
and contention. Sin has made the heart to be so inwardly divided as to
be like the troubled sea which cannot rest; or like a cage of unclean
birds, every one fighting its fellow ; or like a den of wild beasts which
cease not to rend each other. 'When man cast off the yoke of the One
God he fell under bondage to gods many, and lords many, who struggle
for supremacy and make the one kingdom into many rival principali-
ties : since sin became natural to man, it became natural that man’s
heart should be divided.

But 4 must be united—there is the point; and hence the covenant
promise, “I will give them one heart.” ¥or, dear friends, in the matters
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of godliness if our heart be not whole and entire in following after God
we cannot meet with accepfance. God never did and never will receive
the homage of a divided heart. Alexander, when Darius proposed that
the two great monarchs should divide the world, replied that there was
only room for one sun in the heavens. What his ambition affirmed
that God declareth from the necessity of the case. Since one God fills
all things there is no room for another. It is not possible for a heart
to be given up to falsehoood and yet to be under the power of truth.
It is idle to attempt to serve two such masters as holiness and iniquity.
God cannot smile upon an unhallowed compromise, and allow men to
bow in the house of Rimmon and yet worship in his holy temple. God
will have all or nothing : he will have us only, wholly, altogether, and
always his or else he will have nothing to do with us. False gods can
bear a divided empire, but the true God cannot haveit. You may
assemble a parliament of idols, but Jehovah saith, “I am God alone.”
It was once proposed to the Roman senate to set up the image of
Christ in the Pantheon among the gods, but when they were informed
that he would not agree that any worship should be mingled with his
own the senate straightway refused him a shrine. In this they acted
in a manner consistent with itself; but those are altogether inexcusable
*“who swear by the Lord and swear by Malcham.” We provoke the
Lord to jealousy when we offer him a corner in our souls and allow our
vain thoughts to lodge within us. Errors can lie down like sheep in a
field, but no error can lie side by side with the lordly lion of the truth.
There is no god but God. Jehovah, he is the God! There is one
Mediator between God and man—the man Christ Jesus. Whatsoever a
man setteth up in his heart as the object of his affections in opposition
to God is a vain, a vile, a vicious thing, and that man cannot be
accepted of the Lord. Wouldst thou, then, serve God, O man? Him
only must thou serve. Wouldst thou bring unto him an offering?
Thou must first give him thine heart—thine undivided heart. He cries,
My son, give me thine heart,” and he saith not, “ Give me a share of
it.” He will not call that house his temple where other things are
worshipped as well as himself. Abhorrence, not acceptance, shall fall
to the lot of that man who is half-hearted with God. And is not this
as it should be? Does not the love of Jesus deserve our whole-hearted
love in return? His love, which made him become man, deserves
man’s entire homage. His love which led him to the cross deserves
that we be crucified to the world for his sake. His love to death
demands that we be dead to sin for hissake. His love which now rules all
heaven for our sakes deserves our soul, our life, our all. He gave him-
self for us, his whole self, and we must give our whole hearts to him.
In the chapter before us the Lord says, ¢ Yea, I will rejoice over them
to do them good, and I will plant them in this land assuredly with my
whole heart and with my whole soul.” Shall we give half a heart to
our whole-hearted God? Shall we be double-minded when he is so
intense in blessing us? Shall we love the world and hope to have the
love of the Father in us at the same time? God will not have it, and
we do not wish it. The heart must be united.

We have seen that it must be united for acceptance, we now note
that it must be united for swicerity: a divided heart is a false heart.
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Where there is no unity of heart there is no truth in the spirit. Tell me
that thou lovest the world, and I will tell thee that the love of the world
is enmity to God. Declare that thou wilt serve Belial ever so little, and I
know that thy service of Christ is but Judas’ service—mercenary, tem-
porary, traitorous. Sincerity does not open the front door to Christ
and the back gate to the devil.

Our heart must be united, next, for ntensity of life. True religion
needs the soul to be ever at a fervent heat. “The kingdom of heaven,”
saith our Lord, “suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force.”
None climb the hill whereon the New Jerusalem is built except such as
go on hands and knees, and laying aside every weight give themselves
wholly to the divine ascent. The pilgrim who hopes to reach the
better land and makes a pleasure trip of it is under a mistake: it is
hard travelling, and requires ardour and perseverance. It is so in
every good word and work. A lazy prayer requests a denial, and shall
haveit. Half-hearted praise is an insult to God, and everything in religion
that is not done with all our heart, with all our soul, with all ourstrength,
isa sin, howevermuch it may look like a virtue. When we are most intense
we do not come up to the zeal which these important things deserve:
how can we then imagine that we can please God with less than our best ?
Know ye not that our Lord hath said, “ Because thou art lukewarm, I will
spue thee out of my mouth ”? No stronger expression of disgust can
possibly be used, and this disgust is not for the bold and hardened
rebel, but for the moderate disciple who served God without fail, but
without zeal. God loves a whole heart, but half a heart is his abhorrence.
Only those who run with all their might will win the race ; and, as the
man of divided heart is lame on both his feet, he can have no hope of
the prize. Lord, make my heart one, that I may give it all to thee, and
spend and be spent in thy one service, since thou only art the One in
whom my soul delighteth.

The heart must be united to be consecrated. Will God be served with
broken cups and cracked flagons, and shall his altars be polluted with
torn and mangled sacrifices? All the things in heaven and earth
which the Lord acknowledges as consecrated things are dedicated
to him and to him alone. Can you imagine that within the Holy
Place there would be an altar part of which was used for sacrifices
offered to Jehovah, and another portion for victims presented to
Moloch ? The idea cannot be endured. The Lord said of old to
Ezekiel, “ Son of man, the place of my throne, and the place of the
soles of my feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel
for ever, and my holy name, shall the house of Isracl no more defile,
neither they, nor their kings. In their setting of their threshold by
my thresholds, and their post by my posts.” God will not account that
to be consecrated to himself which is used by another. Brethren, we
must be wholly consecrated unto the Lord, or we cannot he consecrated
to him at all. We are unconsecrated, we are polluted, we are as things
accursed if we are divided in heart.

Once more, we must have our heart united, or else none of the
blessings which are to follow in covenant order can possibly reach us.
For, look, I will give them one heart,” and then it follows, ““one
way” ;—no man will have a consistent, uniform way while he has a






