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¢ Now is the judgment of this world : now shall the prince of this world be cast out.

And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. This he said, signify-
ing what death he should die.”’—John xii. 31—33.
Ovur Lord passed through his passion in a kind of rehearsal before it
came. He saw those Greeks, who came to Philip, and whom Andrew
and Philip brought to him, and his heart was flushed with joy. This
was to be the result of his death, that the Gentiles would be gathered
to him. That thought reminded him of his approaching decease. It
was very near; only a few days would elapse, and then he would die
upon the cross. In anticipation of Calvary, hLis soul was full of
trouble; not that he feared death, but his death was to be a very
peculiar one. He was to die the Just for the unjust; he was to bear
our sins in his own body on the tree; and his pure and holy soul
shrank from contact with sin. To stand in the sinner’s place, to bear
his Father’s wrath, this bewildered him. Ie was very faint of heart,
and he cried, * What shall I say? Father, save me from this hour:
but for this cause came I unto this hour. Tather, glorify thy name.”
Without any wicked weakness, he proved how truly human he was;
without any sinful repining at his Father’s will, he saw how terrible
that will was, and he shuddered at what it included. This was a kind
of rehearsal for Gethsemane ; it was a sipping of that cup whereof he
was to drink until his sweat was, asit were, great drops of blood fall-
ing down to the ground, while his whole soul poured out the agonized
petition, “O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me:
nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.”

‘When our Lord Jesus was in this great distress of mind, in antici-
pation of the terrible sufferings he was about to endure, his Father
spoke to him ; and when you arc in your direst distress, God will
speak to you. If you are his child, when the weakness of your flesh
seems ready to prevail over your spirit, you, too, shall have a reassuring

voice out of the excellent glory even as your Master had. He seemed
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to recover himself at once, and bracing himself up, he indulged his
heart again with a vision of the glorious result of his death. Then
he uttered the happy words on which we are to meditate to-night, in
which he summed up the consequences of his death in these threo
points: ‘“ Now is the judgment of this world : now shall the prince of
this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men unto me.”

Let us, first, to-night, consider the threefold result of Christ’s death :
and when we have done that, let us think about Christ’s death as it is
described tn our text.

I. First, let us CONSIDER THE THREEFOLD RESULT OF CIHRI3L'S
DEATH.

There is, first, the judgment of the world : < Now is the judgment of
this world.” 1If you like, you may read it “crisis”, for that is the
Greek word used here: ‘“Now is the crisis of this world.” The
world is sick, it grows worse; and the physician says that its malady
has come to a climax, it is a case of kill or cure. There was a crisis
in the world’s disease, and that crisis was when Christ died; his death
was the turning-point, the hinge of the world’s history. There have
been many hinges in history; every nation has a hinge in its history :
the cross of Christ was the hinge of the world’s history, it had reached
the turning-point. I thank God that the death of Christ was the
future death of sin. When he died, the arch-enemy rcceived his
death-stroke. That death was the bruising of Christ’s heel; but in
that death he bruised the old serpent’s head. Now there is hope for
the world ; its crisis is passed. Now will the gods of the heathen fall ;
now will the dark ignorance of men yield to the Light of the world.
After this crisis, there shall come a new heaven and a new carth
wherein dwelleth righteousness ; for Christ’s first coming is a pledge
of his second coming, wherein he will exterminate sin, and make tho
wilderness and the solitary place to blossom as the rose. Thus we
may render our Saviour’s words, ¢ Now is the crisis of this world,” the
turning-point, the hinge on which all its history hangs. Still, I greatly
prefer to keep to our old version, which is a translation, whereas mine
is only a borrowing of the original word ¢ crisis.”

¢« Now is the judgment of this world.” This means that, when Christ
died, the world that lieth in the wicked one, the ungodly world, was
judged in this sense ; first, it was convicted of being guiltiest of the
guilty. I daresay you have heard people use pretty phrases about
the dignity of human nature, and so on. They are lying phrases; for
human nature is as bad as it can be. If you want the proof of that
assertion, behold how God himself came here among men, incarnate
virtue robed in love ! Did men love him ? Did they fall down before
him, and do him homage ? The homage of the world was, ¢ Crucify
him! Crucify him!” The world hates virtue; it cannot bear per-
fection; it might endure benevolence, but absolute purity and
righteousness it cannot, away with. Its native instincts are wrong; it
is not towards the light that men are going, their backs are to the
sun, they are journeying into the thick darkness. )

And, next, the world was convicted of the stupendous crime of
murdering the Son of God. I will not call it regicide, but deicide;
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and this is the crime of crimes. Truly was the world guilty of all that
prophets ever charged it with, and much more. When wicked men slew
the Prince of life, the Holy One and the Just, then was it proven that
the world is at heart atheistic, that it hates God, and would put God
himself to death if he were within its grasp. Thus did men put the
Incarnate God to death when he submitted himself to their power.
You need not talk about the virtues of the world; it slew the Christ,
and that is enough to condemn it. We want no other proof of its
guilt ; you cannot bring evidence more complete and overwhelming
than this, they slew the Lord of life and glory, they said, ¢ This is
the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance shall be ours.”

Christ’s death was the judgment of this world, next, by sentencing
the world ; for if Christ, who was perfectly innocent, must die when
he stood in the sinner’s place, what think you, O guilty men, will not
you alsodie? If tho Well-beloved of heaven, bearing nothing but
imputed guilt, sins not his own, must nevertheless be smitten of God
and afflicted, and a voice must be heard, ¢ Awake, O sword, against
my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the Lord of
hosts;”” if he must diec on yonder cruel tree, if he must cry, “ My
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?’’ then, be sure of this,
there is wrath treasured up against the day of wrath, and no soul of
man that doeth evil shall go unpunished. Is there not a God who is
the Judge of all the earth, and who must do right ? If it be right to
smite the Innocent, who assumed the place of the guilty, it must
surely be right that the truly guilty should die the death. ¢ The soul
that sinneth, it shall die.” So there was not only the conviction, but
also the sentence of the world, when Jesusdied.

And more than that, there is the final ending of the trial when the
world rejects Christ. As long as you are here, my hearers, and Christ
is preached to you, there is hope for you; but in that day when you
reject Christ finally, and will have none of him, when you cry, “ Away
with him, away with him! We will not be washed in his blood, we
will not be clothed in his righteousness;” in that day you seal your
doom, and there remains no hope for you. There is one window in
heaven, and through it streams the light of life; but if that be closed,
no other will ever be opened. ¢There is none other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” If you have
for the last time put Christ away, if you have altogether done with
him, you have ended your probation, you have finished your trial, you
have put out your last candle, you are for ever doomed. When
Christ is so rejected as actually to be made away with as he was
upon the cross, then is the judgment of this world.

I wish that I had time to pause here to press these points upon you
who belong to the world. There are but two parties, the world and
the Church of God. If you are not of the Church of God, you belong
to the world ; and the world is judged by the death of Christ. If you
are not a Christian, you are a member of that great corporation called
the world. Men sometimes speak of a Christian world and an un-
Christian world, a religious world and an irreligious world, a sporting
world, a laughing world, a thieving world, a trading world ; but all
that is really of the world is outside the bounds of the Church of God.
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He that believeth in Christ has escaped from the world. ¢ They are
not of the world, even as I am not of the world,” said Christ con-
cerning his disciples; but to the unbelieving Jows he said, ¢ Ye are
from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of
this world.”

Thus, you see that, as the first result of the death of Christ, the
world is judged, the world is convicted, the world is sentenced for its
rejection of Christ. A Christ-rejecting world is a doomed world ; may
none of you belong to that world !

The second result of Christ’s death is tke casting out of Satan : *“Now
shall the prince of this world be cast out.” He who holds sway over
it shall now lose his throne. The prince of this world is Satan, the
arch-enemy of God and of man; but he is not always to reign as the
prince of the power of the air, the chief of the rulers of the darkness
of this world. He is to be cast out of his present dominions.

By the death of Christ, Satan’s accusations against believers are
answered. One of the practices in which he most delights is that
of accusing the people of God ; and, alas! he has plenty of cause for
his charges ; but whenever he accuses us, our one answer is, ‘‘ Jesus
died.” He says, “ These people have sinned ;”” and we reply, ¢ True ;
but Jesus died for them;” and the cross of Christ stops the mouth of
the accuser. Even a feeble saint, looking up to his crucified and risen
Saviour, can boldly sing,—

‘I may my fierce accuser face,
And tell him thou hast died.”

Next, Christ’s cross spoils Satan of his universal monarchy. He
could once lord it over the whole world, and he does very much of
that even now ; but thereis a people over whom he cannot sway his evil
sceptre, there is a race which has broken loose from him. They are
free, and they defy him to enslave them again. They care not for his
threats, they are not to be won by his blandishments ; and though he
worries and tempts them, yet he cannot destroy them. He can boast
no longer of universal dominion. There is a seed of the woman that
has revolted from him, for Jesus, by his death, hath redeemed them
out of the hand of the enemy, and they are free. I heard a story of
an old black woman, who was waiting upon a lady visiting friends
in the South, some time after the last great war in America. The
lady said to the black servant, “ You may very well wait upon a
Northerner with great attention, for it is through us that you are
free.”” ¢ Free, missy, free ?”’ exclaimed the negress; “I’s a slave.
I was born a slave.”  Oh, but you are free! Do you not know that
there has been an Act passed by which you are all free?” ¢ Yes, I
did hear somet’ing about dat; and I said to-old massa, ‘I hear dat we
is all free.” He says, ‘Stuff and nonsense,’ so I's bin stoppin’ hiere
workin’ for him. Is it true, missy, that we isall free?’’ ¢ Oh, yes!”
she answered, “you are all free, every slave is free now.” ¢ Then,”
said the woman, “I don’t bin serve old massa any longer; I bid him
¢ Good-bye.” ” And so it is when Christ sets us free; we do not serve
the old massa Satan any longer, we bid him ‘‘ Good-bye.”

‘When we are set free from the dominion of the devil, by the emanci-
pating redemption of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, Satan’e
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tyrannical power is crippled. Ho still has great influence, and he does
his worst to injure the kingdom of Christ by persecution, by false
doctrine, and by a thousand other methods; but Christ has broken
his right arm, he cannot work as once he did ; and more and more, as
the fruit of the Redeemer’s passion, will Satan’s power be curtailed
until, at last, he shall be utterly cast out, and the triumphant shout
shall be heard, * Hallelujah, for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth!”
Let us never imagine that the devil is going to conquer in the great
battle between right and wrong. God’s Word tells us plainly enough
what his end is to be: “And the devil that deceived them was cast
into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false
prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.”

Now, if any of you suffer through Satan tempting you to despair,
if he comes to some of you, and entices you to commit a sin which
you hate, and against which you strive with all the might God gives
you, if, by a mysterious force that you cannot comprehend, he seems
to make you do otherwise than you would, take courage, and stand
up against him, for when Jesus died, he said that, by his death, the
prince of darkness was cast out, and so he is. Sin shall not have
dominion over you, nor shall Satan either. Only be you bold in re-
sisting him, claim your liberty as a child of God, and fight under the
command of Christ, for the cross is the conquering banner for all who
would overthrow the power of Satan.

‘“ By all hell’s host withstood ;
‘We all hell’s host o’erthrow ;

And conqtiering them, through Jesu’s blood
We still to conquer go.”

The third result of Christ’s death is the central attraction of his eross.

“I,if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.”
Christ on the cross has become the great magnet attracting men to
himself. 'What did he mean by this saying? Did he not mean that
his sphere of influence would be widened ?  “ While I am here,” said
he, “I draw a few men to me; these fishermen have become my dis-
ciples, these Greeks have come to seo me; but when I am lifted up
upon the cross, I shall draw all men unto me, men of all sorts, men
out of all nations, multitudes of men, not only of this one age, but of
all ages, till the world shall end. I shall become the centre of a wider
circle, a circle wide as the world. I shall draw all men unto me.”
. But why is it that Christ does draw men to himself ? I answer that
it is because, by dying on the cross, he gave a new and brighter dis-
play of his love. Men came to Christ because of his love while he
walked the earth alive ; little children especially did so ; but after he
had died that shameful death, how could they help coming to him ?
“Scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a
good man some would even dare to die. But God commendeth his
love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us.” ‘Herein is love.” And to all the ages the masterpiece of love
1s the dying Christ praying for his enemies, ¢ Father, forgive them ;
for they know not what they do.” Christ on the cross draws sinners
to himself, Christ crucified attracts through the infinite love to men
which is displayed in that death.






