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“ Hear ye, and give ear; be not proud: for the Lorp hath spoken. Give glory to
the Logp your God, before he cause darkness, and before your feet stumble upon the
dark mountains, and, while ye look for light, he turn it into the shadew of death, and
make it gross darkness. But if ye will not hear it, my soul shall weep in secret places
for your pride ; and mine eye shall weep sore, and run down with tears, because the
Lorp’s flock is carried away captive.”—Jeremiah xiii, 16—17.

In this chapter Jeremiah had proclaimed the judgment of God against
his sinful -people under two very striking figures. Israel had been to
God what a girdle is to a man;* the people had been bound ¢losely about
him in his great love and favour ; but on account of their sin the Lord
would put them away, and they should be hidden by the Euphrates till
their beauty was marred ; till, in fact, like a rotten girdle, their whole state
had become decayed. “Thus saith the Lord, After this manner will I
mar the pride of Judah, and the great pride of Jerusalem.” Then he
spake to them by a second parable— Every bottle shall be filled with
wine”;—and he showed how God’s wrath would come upon the people
to fill them with a judicial drunkenness, so that they should become
besotted, and in their delirium should strive one with another to their
mutual undoing. The Lord declared that thus he would “dash them
one against another, even the fathers and the sons together.” Thus,
under two homely but exceedingly terrible figures, Jeremiah preached
the law to the people, that they might be humbled under a sense of
sin. Had they but felt the force of this teaching they would have begun
to mourn for their sin, and, under dread of wrath, they would have cried
for mercy. Taking it for granted that this might be the case, though,
alas! it did not so happen, the Lord gave to his prophet an interval for
proclaiming mercy. After those two great thunder claps of judgment
came a gracious shower of grace.

The prophet, in what we may venture to call an evangelistic style, exhorts
thepeople, and addresses to them the characteristic gospel precept,—* Hear
ye, and give ear; for Jehovah hath spoken.” His words remind us of
Isaiah’s exhortation—* Incline your ear and come unto me: hear, and

* See Spurgeon’s Sermon, No. 1,706, entitled ** The Cast-off Girdle.”
No. 1,748.
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your soul shall live;” and again—¢ Hearken diligently unto me, and
eab ye that which is good.” Under the gospel  faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the word of God;” and so Jeremiah doth, as it Werz,
in these verses preach the gospel to the backsliding house of Judah.
This is ever God’s design in thveatening judgment; he desires to
prepare the people for his grace. I would take up the prophet’s strain
by the help of the Lord, praying to be a partaker of his earnest and
tender Spirit. Oh, that to-day those who have never heard the voice of
the Lord in the inward parts of their being may hear it and live!
O Holy Spirit, work thou to that end!

I. We will enter upon our subject at once, for there is much to speak
of. 'The first head will be this: listen, O my hearers, with deep atten-
tion, for THERE IS A REVELATION, Read the text—¢ Hear ye, and give
car; be not proud: for the Lord hath spoken.” 1f the Lord had not
spoken, the silence would have deepened and established your natural
darkness, and if you had been inquiring after God your heart would
have cried, “ Oh, that he would break this dreadful silence!” How sad
would have been our estate if we had to seek after God if haply we might
find him ! Shall man by searching find out God? Who among us could
reason . ourselves into the knowledge of the Lord? or imagine the
thoughts of his mind? But here you have the great source of comfort
and instruction—* Jehovah hath spoken.” Is not this a just call for
the attention of all his creatures ?

The voice which we are bidden to hear is & Divine voice, it is the
voice of him that made the heavens and the earth, whose creatures we
are. Jehovah hath spoken! Ifit were but the voice of prophets apart
from their Master, it might be but a slight sin to refuse what they say;
but since Jehovah hath spoken, shall men dare to be deaf to him?
Shall they turn away from him that speaketh fiom heaven? He that -
spake us into being hath spoken to our being. He by whose word the
heavens stand, and at whose word both heaven and earth shall pass
away, hath spoken, and his voice is to the sons of men. It is God who
says, “I have written to him .the great things of my law.” The
sacred Scriptures are the record of what God hath spoken: receive them
with the reverence which they deserve as coming from God only, and
as being, therefore, pure truth, fixed certainty, and unerring right.

It is a word most clear and plain, for Jehovah hath spoken. He might
have taught us only by the works of his hands, in which the invisible
things of God, even his eternal power and Godhead are clearly seen.
What is all creation but a hieroglyphic scroll, in which the Lord has
written oub his character as Creator and Provider 7 But since he knew
that we were dim of sight and dull of comprehension, the Lord has gone
beyond the-symbols and hieroglyphs, and used articulate speech such as
a man useth with his fellow: Jehovah hath spoken! A man may act
before us his mind in emblems, and we may fail to perceive his,
meaning ; but when he speaks, we understand his communications by
language, since such modes of expression are suitable to the human
intellect. Speech is the fit manner of commerce between mind and mind,
and it is, therefore, most delightful that the all-glorious Jehovah should
stoop from writing in starry letters across the sky, and from mirroring
his form in tempests on the sea, and speak with us asa man speaketh with
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his friends. Jehovah is no dumb deity : he hath spoken to us in sweet and
chosen words by his Spirit. Oh, when there is a testimony so clear and
plain that he who runs may read, well may the prophet exhort us, saying,
“ Hear ye, and give ear; for Jehovah hath spoken.” Let it not be said
of us, as of the sinners long ago, I spake unto you, rising up early and
speaking, but ye heard not; and I called you, but ye answered not.”
Moreover, I gather from the expression in the text that the revelation
made to us by the Lord is an unchangeable and abiding word. It is not
to-day that Jehovah ds speaking, but Jehovah hath spoken: his voice by
the prophets and apostles is silent now, for he hath revealed all truth
which is needful for salvation. The Lord might fitly say to us tliis day;
“What I have written I have written.”” He changeth not his word,
but though heaven and earth pass away, his word abideth. We are
not living in a period of gradual revelation, as some imagine : Jehovah
hath spoken, and he openeth not his mouth a second time. He hath
closed the canon of Scripture with a curse upon him ‘that shall add to
or take from the words of the book of this prophecy. Jehovah hath
spoken ! You have not to go on making discoveries of new truth out-
side of Scripture; your duty lies in diligently receiving the completed
testimony of the Lord God, for the word of the Lord is perfect,
converting the soul. He has fully told you your relation to your God,
and the way by which you may be reconciled to him, and be at peace.
“ Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found
a liar.” Jehovah hath spoken; and it is written in his law, “ Ye shall
not add unto the word which I command you.” :
Beloved, this revelation is pre-eminently & condescending and cheering
word. 'The Lord might without a word have trodden us down to
destruction when we sinned against him; he might have left us to that
natural testimony which is borne upon the face of creation, and which
is also reflected in the conscience of all men, and when we rejected these
testimonies he might have allowed us to travel on in-tenfold night. But
instead thereof, in the plenitude of his grace, Jehovah hath spoken; and
be it ever remembered that while of old he spoke insundry times
and divers manners by the prophets, he hath in these last times spoken
unto us by his Son. The very fact that the great God speaks to us by
his Son indicates that mercy, tenderness, love, hope, grace, are the
burden of his utterance. His Son Jesus is full of grace and truth, and
therefore that which he now speaks to us is not only truth, but grace ;
it is truthful grace and gracious truth which God speaks to us by Jesus
Christ.  Oh, the richness of that message, the height and depth”of love
which it contains! Who can refuse to listen to the heavenly music of
merey ? The Lord’s voice on the first day of creation said, “Let there
be light,” and there was light, and now this second voice, this voice to
the spiritual world, gives us light, and life, and love, and every needful,
concervable, desirable boon. The words of God, as they are recorded
in this Book, have a fulness unfathomable about them : they are spirit
and life, 1In Christ, by whom he speaks, there is hid all the treasures
of wisdom and Lnowledge. The prophet asked no more than was
perfectly reasonable when he said, “ Hear, and give ear; for Jehovah
hath spoken.” VWhen the kings who dwell at the utmost ends of the earth
hear that Jehovah hath spoken, they would do well to quit their thrones
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and make a journey, like the Queen of Sheba,to hear of the divine
wisdom. If all workmen should throw down their tools, and say, “ We
will hear what God the Lord shall speak,” and if merchants should cloge
their shops and counting-houses for awhile, and come together without
delay crying, “Everything must stop till we have heard what the
Lord has spoken ; ” would it be any more than right reason would suggest
to thoughtful and right-minded men ? O sirs, if God has spoken, every
ear should surrender itself to attention, for surely never could the sense
of hearing be more honourably and profitably employed. Jehovah hath
spoken, and his word is true: “The grass withereth, and the flower
thereof falleth away : but the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And
this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.” There is
a way of salvation arranged and determined of the Lord; it is not to
be guessed at, but we are to learn it from infallible wisdom : Jehovah
hath spoken. - There is an atonement prepared, provided, designated,
and set forth; we have not to search for it, or add to it: Jehovah
hath spoken. There is no point of necessily, nor even of real interest
to the heart of man, but what Jehovah hath spoken upon it; and if
there be any truth upon which he has not spoken, it is because it is to
his glory to conceal the thing, and for our profit that we do not pry
into it. Upon all that is essential to our full preparation for our
eternal destination, Jehovah hath spoken. He hath said it, and here
it is recorded; in the volume of the Book it is- written, and blessed
are they that read and keep the words of the Book of this prophecy.
II. Secondly—and I have already anticipated it—since there is a
revelation, IT SHOULD BE SUITABLY RECEIVED. If Jehovah -hath
spoken, then all attention should be given; yea, double attention, even
as the text hath it, « Hear ye, and giwe ear.”” Hear, and hear again:
incline your ear, hearken diligently, surrender your soul to the teaching-
of the Lord God ; and be not satisfied till you have heard his teaching,
have heard it with your whole being, and have felt the force of its every
truth, “ Hear ye,” because the word comes with power, and “ give ear,”
because you willingly receive it. Ob, brothers, I fear that we give far
more attention to the distracting voices of the world than to the soul-
satisfying voice of the God of all grace. How eager men are after the
treasure which melts before their eyes—how they will drink in every
syllable by which they may learn how to be rich; but when God speaketh,
who brings in both his hands eternal and abiding riches, men are deaf
as the adder, careless as the beasts of the field. He saith, “ I have called,
and yerefused ; I havestretched out my hand, and no man regarded.” . Is
this Tight or wise? Surely, if Jehovah speaks we are bound by all that
is just, and good, and grateful to wait in reverent silence till we know
his mind. Let a general hush go through the universe, and let all ears
with solemn reverence await the sound of the voice of the Lord. .
Then it is added, as if by way of directing us how suitably to hear this
revelation—< Give glory fo Jehovah your God.” There ought to be in
hearing and reading the revelation of God a constant giving of glory
to the Lord. His speaking is a manifestation of his glory, as when
the sun ariseth his light is spread abroad ; you and I are to reflect that
light even as the valleys rejoice in his brightness of the noontide. Leb
us stand, as it were, this morning to be shone upon by the Lord, ready






