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« Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, whom thou mayest make princes
in all the earth,”—Psalm xlv. 16.

WERE you ever perplexed by being drawn with almost equal force in
two directions ? I have been so. There is a bond which reaches from
the cemetery which holds me very fast, and therefore I desired again
this morning to have made use of the solemn visitation which so sud-
denly removed one of our friends from us. But this is the beginning
of the week set apart for prayer for the young, and I have felt in duty
bound to take a part in the celebration, and to assist to stir up Sunday-
school teachers and the members of the church in general to pray for
the blessing of God upon the rising generation. See these mourning
friends expect a consoling word from me : and these children demand
that I plead for them also ! I realised the scene in my study. What
was I to do? Between two subjects I might arrive at nomne, and that
was not a desirable conclusion. I watched, and looked, and prayed,
and at last I resolved to yield mysclf to both influences, and I have as
nearly as possible done so by selecting this text—Instead of thy
fathers shall be thy children, whom thou mayest make princes in all
the earth.”

The text begins gith “Inslead.” It is a sad word, I do not enjoy
the sound of it. “?@ stead,”—well, then, we must expect to lose some
if others are to come in their stead. Alas! these funerals will be
repeated, new graves must be digged. New friends will arise, but we
dread the exchange. Would it not be pleasanter to keep the old
workers? Would it not be safer to have the same comrades in the
day of battle? What a grand Old Guard the veterans would make !
“Instead”! It is a prophecy that some must go that others may come,
that some must decay that others may flourish, that some must die
that others may succeed them. Our trembling faith hardly likes the
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change here hinted at, for we are apt to think that those who are to
stand “instead” will be very slow in coming. Where are we to find
men to fill the vacant places? By whom shall Jacob arise, for he is
small ? Indeed, there are some saints so eminently blest of God, that
we ask ourselves the question, “ Who can stand in their stead?”
Moses ! may Moses live for ever, for who but he can rule and guide so
great a multitude, and, with mingled meekness and authority, conduct
8o great an army through the wilderness? Who but he can have such
power with God as to stand between Israel and the divine anger? We
hear a whisper of Joshua as his successor, but, good as Joshua may
be, we can hardly endure to see the leadership change hands. And
Elijah, too, that bold iron prophet, that man of fire and thunder. “I
only,” said he, “am left.” Shall we lose him? whence shall there
come -another? No, if it please the Lord, we would rather keep
Elijah. We do not like that word “instead,” even though we hear
that there is an Elisha to follow Elijah. Too frequent is the fear that
the one who comes instead will be a poor substitute, and succeed only
in name. After high hills come deep valleys, the second crop seldom
equals the first, and so great grace and ability seldom continue long
either in a family or in an office. We know that Solomon died, and
was succeeded by Rehoboam—a wise man by a fool. We know also
that Eli, good man and true priest of God, had most ungodly Phineas
to succeed him : we would, therefore, keep Eli, if possible, and see
Solomon for ever on the throne. But it cannot be so, and therefore it
is of no use our sitting down idly to fret over the future and lament
the past. All our sorrow over changes caused by the mortality of our
race will not alter it, for God has ordained that one must depart and
another come in his stead,

But, hearken, I think that the word instead, if we listen to it with
another ear, will sound out a note of gladness. If one falls, there is
another to fill up the gap in our ranks. Comrades, is not this good
news? If one labourer is taken from the vineyard, there is still a
man in reserve to supply his place, does not this cheer you? We are
-encouraged by the belief that when the Lord supplants one set of
gervants by others he does not after all diminish the display of his love
and grace and power, nay, rather he shows his independence of any one
company of men, and his power to use whom he pleases. After all he
puts the same spirit upon the new comers, and the power remains the
same though the weapon wielded differs. Sometimes the change is
manifestly for good. Eli was followed by Samuel, a great improvement
upon Eli after all; we remember, too, that Moses, albeit there was
never a man born of woman greater than he, was yet followed by a
hero more fitted for the new phase of Israel's History than he would
have been, I can hardly conceive of Moses, sword,in hand, slaying
Canaanites at his advanced age, that was fitter work for Joshua; and
though in some respects Joshua was an inferior man to Moses, yet he
was more suitable for his times, and more adapted for the peculiar work
which the armies of the living God had to do. Courage, my brethren,
our sons may be superior to ourselves! There is room for it, and let us
hope they will be.  Our sons, at any rate, may be fitter for the work
which they will have to do than we should ke, if our lives could be
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extended into another age. I doubt not, we may say without personal
vanity that we have been better men for this age than our grandsires
would have been had their lives been protracted into this present time,
and so shall our children and grandchildren go beyond us, if the Lord
enable them, in fulfilling the growing demands of the ripening ages.
God knoweth best, and when he puts one man instead of another, I
make no doubt that his infinite wisdom perceives that there is abun-
dant cause for the change. TFor life to display fresh developments
instead of the old, is the law both of nature and of grace: whether
we are glad or sad, it must be so, therefore let us accept the divine
arrangement and act accordingly.

To help us in this matter, let us consider the promise before us,—
“Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children”; this may be viewed in
a light which will reveal 4fs gracwus recompense; secondly, we shall
regard fs eminent fulfilment: thirdly, we shall look at s happy
encouragement, for it has a very bright side; and fourthly, we shall
remember ¢fs practical requirements. Into this last we shall throw our
strength, in the hope that, by the divine blessing, holy effort for the
coming generation may be aroused.

I. Fiist, in the promise of our text let us observe ITS GRACIOUS
RECOMPENSE.

I read you the psalm just now. Now, in this sweet song you
noticed that the bride is commanded to forget her own people and
her father’s house. Very naturally this would be painful to her, and
therefore the rest of the psalm is occupied with cheering her by a
sight of the recompenses which she may expect. Instead of thy
fathers, whom thou O bride of Christ art to forget, and to forsake, shall
be thy children, equally dear to thee, who shall occupy that place in
thy heart which has been left empty by thy forgetting thy father’s
house. Do you not see that her husband’s heart is so full of love to
her that while he takes her right away from old connections, and makes
it a condition of his desiring her beauty that all these shall be forgotten,
yet he assures her that new associations shall be formed, which shall
yield more than equal solace to her? ¢ Instead of thy fathers shall be
thy children.” The practical lesson is this,—many Christians when
they are converted to God are members of irreligions families, and
from the moment of their conversion they cease to have any real
heart-fellowship with their relations, who in many cases treat them
unkindly, and show them the cold shoulder, or something worse.
Dwelling with them after the flesh they have to come out from among
them after the Spirit, and be separate, and no longer touch the unclean
thing. However kindly disposed they may be, and grace will make
them more so, and induce in them a double affection to their kin, yet
they feel that the possession of grace by them, and the non-possession
of it by their friends, sets a great gulf between them. Let them not
lament nor sigh, though their foes should be the men of their own
household, for there are recompenses abundant and available. You
are to be introduced, my friend, into another household and you are
there to form other acquaintances, and other intimate connections, for
to you shall be fulfilled the promise of the Saviour, “ No man hath left
father or mother or children that shall not receive in this life a
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hundredfold, and in the world to come life everlasting.” Do not look
back to those evil companionships and ensnaring loves; forget the
flesh-pots of Egypt, and the associations of Goshen. Let them go, they
will do you no good; and now throw yourself into the work of Christ.
In the converts whom you shall lead to Jesus, in the desponding saints
whom you shall cheer, in the disciples whom you shall instruct, and
in the brotherhood of which you shall become a member, you will find
ample room for all the affections of your soul, till you shall be able to
say of the church of God,

% My soul shall pray for Zion still,
While life or breath remains,
There my best friends, my kindred dwell,
There God my Saviour reigns.”

The law of recompense works also in another quarter, and comes in
to compensate for the separations caused by death. As the fathers die
one after another, those of like years feel that they are left almost alone :
to them, then, shall it be true, “instead of thy fathers shall be thy
children.” Do not give way to idle regrets and say, “ All who joined
the church with me are gone, all those who were the companions of my
manhood are now taken away, and I am left alone, and the cause is
weakened.” No, my brethren, keep your hearts young and make your-
selves indispensable to the young people around you. The old soldier
must let his heart go out towards the recruits, and he must make friends
of the young warriors. Instead of lamenting that you are lonely, as
I have known some do, and looking down upon everything ‘that is of
the present time as though it could not possibly be so good as in your
own palmy days, throw yourself into the present, project yourself into
the future, and love the children for the fathers’ sake. I know when
I was much younger than I now am I uged to think the men in office
were such marvellous saints, but then I did not mix with them, I only
looked up to them from a distance. At prayer-meetings and com-
munions I thought there never were such excellent people in the world
as those pillars of the church. Somebody said to me the other day that
he did not meet with such good old men now as we uscd to know in our
youth, and I told him that the men were quite as good, but we were in
among them, and therefore had less of the superstitious awe of our
youth, and I added that I was myself surprised to find them as good as
they are now that our view of them is so much nearer and so much
more daring. No prophet has honour in his own country, nor among
men of his own age. Distance lends enchantment in many cases, We
have as good men among us now as ever lived, but we know more about
them than of those who have departed, and we criticise them more
geverely. We are none of us able fully to compare the generations past
with this present one, because we were not in those generations as we
are in this. Men at a great distance may appear to be absolutely per-
fect, but when we get close to them, spots—are manifest, and our judg-
ment changes. Never let us fall into that silly state of mind, in which
we say “the dear good men are all gone : the faithful are all dead.”
There are dear good men alive still, and there are more coming on.
Do not let us be afraid that the Almighty will run short of servants.
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Let us not dream that he with whom is the residue of the Spirit will
allow his cause to droop for want of gualified ministers, elders, deacons,
or other workers. On the contrary, let us say, “ Bless the Lord, whose
mercy, endureth for ever.” ‘We have learned that instead of the fathers
shall be the children, and we will take as much delight in the young
saints who are growing up as in former years we took in those mature,
judicious, well instructed saints, whom the Lord our heavenly Father
has taken home., Let this suffice to show that the text promises a
recompense.

II. Secondly, let us view our text historically in ITS EMINENT FUL-
FILMEKNT. Brethren, all along since God ever had a people in the world
there have been changes. In God’s garden as in ours, plants of this
year have been succeded by those of the next. “ As the days of a tree
are the days of my people, saith the Lord.” As soon as the leaf is
formed in the spring, if you watch it, there is a new leaf beneath it
for the next spring. This year’s leaf opened gradually, grew, came to
perfection, and then it began to decay, and there is now on the bough
a new leaf-bud which is pushing it off, and that is what our sons are
doing with us. We must drop off from the tree of mortal existence,
and it is right we should: and we need not complain, for God hath
provided some better thing for us. It has been the law in the world
and the law in the church that one set of labourers should follow the
other, and they have done so without fail. It is with the church as
with the sea: each wave dies, but there is another wave behind it.
Sometimes the wave appears to retreat rather than advance, but fre-
quently the next wave rolls up gloriously. So must it always be, and
we must not deplore that the waves die, for the sea does not die, and
the tide is stiil advancing. You may, perhaps, have seen an olive
tree in growth. I have studied it carefully, for it has the charm of
Gethsemane about it; it looks like an embodiment of sorrow and
fruitfulness. An olive is twisted like a thousand snakes. It seems
as if in an agony ; yet it has a cheerfulness about it, too, for when the
tree grows old the young shoots spring up from its roots, keeping it
always young. I have no doubt it is to this that the psalmist refers when
he says, “Thy children round thy table like olive plants.” The shoots
spring up around the old olive, and so it lives again ; and when these
also die, fresh shoots appear, and the tree still brings forth fruit in
old age. The church of God never dies, for when one after another
we finish our course others spring out of the ever-living root, and so
the blessed succession of grace is kept up in the world.

Now, look ye back a moment. That was a grand age when patriarchs
walked through the earth, when Abraham and Isaac and Jacob towered
above the sons of men. They died and the church was in_ captivity
in Egypt, down-trodden and afflicted, yet were there among them those
who sighed and cried unto the Lord, and therefore he looked down
upon the tribes with pitying eye. Then there came great rulers like
Moses and Joshua to deliver the chosen sced; and when these
departed the judges were raised up. Time would fail us to tell
of Gideon, and Barak, and Samson, who each one in_ his turn de-
livered Israel. When the judges passed away, God exalted the
man after his own heart to lead his people, and the kings ruled in






