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¢ After those days, saith the Lord, g will put my law in their inward parts, and write

it in their hearts.”” —Jeremiah xxxi. 33.

Lasr Lord’s-day morning we spoke of the first great blessing of the
covenant of grace, namely, the full forgiveness of sins.* Then we dilated
with delight upon that wonderful promise, ¢ Their sins and their iniquities
will I remember no more.” I hope our consciences were pacified and
our hearts filled with wonder as we thought of God’s casting behind his
back all the sins of his people; so that we could sing with David,
“Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy
name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:
who forgiveth all thine iniquities.” This great blessing of pardoned
sin is always connected with the renewal of the heart. It is not
given because of the change of heart, but it is always given with the
change of heart. If God takes away the guilt of sin, he is sure at the
same time to remove the power of sin. If he puts away our offences
against his law, he also makes us desire in future to obey the law.

In our text we observe the excellence and dignity of the law of God.
The gospel has not come into the world to set aside the law. Salvation
by grace does not erase a single precept of the law, nor lower the
standard of justice in the smallest degree ; on the contrary, as Paul says,
we do not make void the law through faith, but we establish the law.
The law is never honoured by fallen man till he comes from under its con-~
demning rule, and walks by faith, and lives under the covenant of grace.
When we were under the covenant of works we dishonoured the law,
but now we venerate it as a perfect display of moral rectitude. Our
Lord Jesus has shown to an assembled universe that the law is not to be
trifled with, and that every transgression and disobedience must receive
a just recompense of reward, since the sin which he bore on our account
brought upon him, as our innocent substitute, the doom of suffering and
death. Our Lord Jesus has testified by his death that, even if sin be
pardoned, yet it is not put away without an expiatory sacrifice. The death
of Christ rendered more honour to the law than all the obedience of all
who were ever under it could have rendered ; and it was a more forcible
vindication of eternal justice than if all the redeemed had been cast into

* See No. 1,685, entitled ‘‘ God’s Non-remembrance of Sin.”

No. 1,687.
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hell. When the Holy One smites his own Son, his wrath against sin is
evident to all. But this is not enough. The law is in the gospel not
only vindicated by the sacrifice of Christ, but it is honoured by the
work of the Spirit of God upon the hearts of men. Whereas under
the old covenant the commands of the law excited our evil natures to
rebellion, under the covenant of grace we consent unto the law that it
is good, and our prayer is, “Teach me to do thy will, O Lord.” What
the law could not do because of the weakness of the flesh, the gospel has
done through the Spirit of God. Thus the law is had in honour among
believers, and though they are no more under it as a covenant of works,
they are in a measure conformed to it as they see it in the life of Christ
Jesus, and they delight in it after the inward man. Things required by
the law are bestowed by the gospel. God demands obedience under the
law : God works obedience under the gospel. Holiness is asked of us
by the law: holiness is wrought in us by the gospel; so that the
difference between the economies of law and gospel is not to be found
in any diminution of the demands of the law, but in the actual giving
unto the redeemed that which the law exacted of them, and in the
working in them that which the law required.

Notice, beloved friends, that under the old covenant the law of God
was given in a most awe-inspiring manner, and yet it did not secure
loyal obedience. God came to Sinai, and the mountain was altogether
on a smoke, because the Lord descended upon it in fire ; and the smoke
thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked
greatly. So terrible was the sight of God manifesting himself on Sinai
that even Moges said, I exceedingly fear and quake.” Out of the
thick darkness which covered the sublime summit there came forth
the sound of & trumpet, waxing exceeding loud and long, and a voice
proclaimed one by one the ten great statutes and ordinances of the
moral law. I think I see the people at a distance, with bounds set about
the mount, crouching with abject fear, and at last entreating that these
words might not be spoken to them any more. So terrible was the
sound of Jehovah’s volce, even when he was not declaring vengeance,
but simply expounding righteousness, that the people could not endure
it any longer: and yet no permanent impression was left upon their
minds, no obedience was shown in their lives. Men may be cowed by
power, but they can only be converted by love. The sword of justice
hath less power over human hearts than the sceptre of mercy.

Further to preserve that law, God himself inscribed it upon two tables
of stone, and he gave these tablets into the hands of Moses. What a
treasure ! Surely no particles of matter had hitherto been so honoured
as these slabs, which had been touched by the finger of God, and bore
on them the legible impress of his mind. But these laws on stone were
not kept : neither the stones nor the laws were reverenced. Moses had
not long gome up into the mount before the once awe-struck people
were bowing before the golden calf, forgetful of Sinai and its solemn
voice, and making to themselves the likeness of an ox that eateth grass,
and bowing before it as the symbol of the godhead. When Moses came
down from the hill with those priceless tablets in his hands, he saw the
people wholly given up to base idolatry, and in his indignation he dashed
the tablets to the ground and broke them in pieces, as well he niight when
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he saw how the people had spiritually broken them and violated every
word of the Most High. From all which I gather that the law is never
really obeyed as the result of servile fear. You may preach up the anger
of God, and the terrors of the world to come, but these do not melt the
heart to loyal obedience. It is needful for other ends that man should
know of God’s resolve to punish sin, but the heart is not by that fact
won to virtue. Man revolts yet more and more; so stubborn is he that
the more he is commanded the more he rebels. The decalogue upon
your Church walls and in your daily service has its ends, but it can never
be operative upon men’s lives until it is also written on their hearts,
Tables of stone are hard, and men count obedience to God’s law to be
a hard thing: the commands are judged to be stony while the heart is
stony, and men harden themselves because the way of the precept is hard
to their evil minds. Stones are proverbially cold, and the law scems a
cold, chill thing, for which we have no love as long as the appeal is to our
fears. Tablets of stone, though apparently durable, can readily enough
be broken, and so can God’s commands; so are they indeed broken every
day by us, and those who have the clearest knowledge of the will of God
nevertheless offend against him. As long as they have nothing to keep
them in check but a servile dread of punishment, or a selfish hope of
reward, they yield no loyal homage to the statutes of the Lord.

At this time I have to show you the way in which God secures to
himself obedience to his law in quite another fashion ; not by thundering
it out from Sinai, nor by engraving it upon tablets of stone, but by
coming in gentleness and infinite compassion into the hearts of men,
and there, upon fleshy tables, inscribing the commands of his law in
such a manner that they are joyfully obeyed, and men become the willing
servants of God.

This is the second great privilege of the covenant : not second in value,
but in order—* who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy
diseases.” It is thus described by Ezekiel : ““And I will put my spirit
within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my
judgments, and do them.” In the Epistle to the Hebrews we have it in
another form, and we read it thus: ‘ Behold, the days come, saith the
Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and
with the house of Judah: not according to the covenant that I made
with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them
out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant,
and I regarded them not, saith the Lord. For this is the covenant that
I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord ;
I will put'mylaws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and
I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people.” This is so
Inestimably precious that you who know the Lord are longing for it, and
it is your great delight that it is to be wrought in you by the sovereign
grace of God.
 We shall, first of all, look at the tablets,—*I will put my law in their
inward parts, and write it in their hearts”; secondly, at the writing ;
thirdly, at the writer ; and, fourthly, at the resulis which come of this
wondrous writing. O that the Spirit who is promised to lead usinto all
truth may illuminate us now.

L. First, I invite your attention to THE TABLETS upon whick God
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writes his law,—“ I will put my law in their inward parts.” Just as
once he put the two tables into the ark of gopher wood, so he will put
his holy law into our inward nature, and enclose it in our thoughts and
minds and memories and affections, as a jewel ina casket. Then he adds
«“And I will write it in their hearts.” Just as the holy words were
engraven upon stone, so shall they now be written in the heart, in
the handwriting of the Lord himself. Mark that the law is written not
on the heart, but 42 the heart, in the very texture and constitution of it,
go that into the centre and core of the soul obedience shall be infused
as a vital principle.

Thus, you see, the Lord has selected for his tablets that which is the
seat of life. 1t is in the heart that life is to be found, a wound there is
fatal: where the seat of life is there the seat of obedience shall be. In
the heart life has its permanent palace and perpetual abode : and God
gaith that, instead of writing his holy law on stones which may be left
at a distance, he will write it on the heart, which must always be within
us. Instead of placing the law upon phylacteries which can be bound
between the eyes but may easily be taken off, he will write it in the
heart, where it must always remain. He has bidden his people write
his laws upon the posts of their doors and upon their gates; but in
those conspicuous places they might become so familiar as to be un-
noticed ; the Lord now himself writes them where they must always be
noted and always produce effect. If men have the precepts written in
the abode of their life, they live with the law, and cannot live without
it. It is a wonderful thing that God should do this. It displays in-
finitely greater wisdom than if the law had been inscribed on slabs of
granite or engraven on plates of gold. What wisdom is this which
operates upon_the original spring of life, so that all that flows forth
from man shall come from a sanctified fountain-head !

Observe next, that not only is the heart the seat of life, but it is
the governing power. It is from the heart, as from a royal metropolis, that
the imperial commands of the man are issued by which hand and foot,
and eye and tongue, and all the members are ordered. If the heart be
right, then the other powers must yield submission to its sway, and
become right too. If God writes his law upon the heart, then the eye
will purify its glances, and the tongue will speak according to rule, and
the hand will move and the foot will travel as God ordains. When the
heart is fally influenced by God’s Spirit, then the will and the intellect,
the memory and the imagination, and everything else which makes up
the inward man, comes under cheerful allegiance to the King of kings.
God himself saith, “ Give me thine heart,” for the heart is the key of
the entire position. Hence the supreme wisdom of the Lord in setting
up his law where it becomes operative upon the entire man.

But before God can write upon man’s heart it must be prepared.
Tt is most unfit to be a writing-table for the Lord until it is renewed.
The heart must first of all undergo erasures. What is written on the
heart already, some of us know to our deep regret. Original sin has
cut deep lines, Satan has scored his horrible handwriting in black letters,
and our evil habits have left their impressions. How can the Lord
write there ?  No one would expect the holy God to inscribe his holy law
unpon an unholy mind. The former things must be taken away, that there






