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¢ Thus shall they know that I the Lord their God am with them, and that the , even
the house of Tsrael, are my people, saith the Lord God. And ye my flock, the flock of
my pasture, are men, and I am your God, saith the Lord God.”’—Ezekiel xxxiv. 80, 31.

THE sermon of this morning is intended for the flock of God, and it will
be directed very pointedly to that particular part of it here gathered in
fellowship, God has been coming very near to us of late; for a con-
siderable number of brethren and sisters have fallen asleep during the
last few days; nearly all of them persons of ripe age, who have been
gathered as sheaves mn their season. Others are evidently upon the eve
of departure, for their infirmities are multiplied, and their strength is
small. When the Good Shepherd is taking one and another into his
bosom, and bearing them away from us, the rest of us ought to recognize
his presence with holy reverence. Let us feel that the ground whereon
we stand is holy, and that the time is most suitable for increased
devotedness of life. Let us number our days and apply our hearts
unto wisdom. If we do not live when life is seen to be so short, how
foolish we must be! If we do not arouse ourselves when the Lord is
calling home our brethren, we must be sluggards indeed. Let us spend
the time of our sojourning here in fear, looking for and hasting unto
the coming of the day of God.

This is the special matter of which I would speak to-day. God has
in great mercy gathered to himself a church in this place for these many
years. He has multiplied the people and increased,their joy, and we have
Joyed before him as with the joy of harvest. Nothing has happened to
mar our unity or prevent our success; for God has been with us, Many
have been added to us of such as are saved, and we have gone from
strength to strength in Christian enterprise, never failing to accomplish
our work. But the tendency of all human things is to deteriorate ; there
is a down-dragging influence in the world, and we ourselves are such
creatures of the earth that we all too easily yield to its attractions, If
we run well for a time, yet we grow weary, and slacken our pace. This
we do all the more readily, and unconsciously, if we are surrounded by

those whose pace is slow. = We are apt to think that our running is faster
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than need be, and that we shall be quite as well thought of if we keep
up with the many, or are just a trifle in advance of them. Oh, how soon
shall we lag in the rear if we listen to this evil suggestion! The voice of
the Spirit to the church of Philadelphia was, “ Hold that fast which thou
hast, that no man take thy crown.” 1Itis a great thing to have done so
well as to have a crown; it is a greater thing to hold it fast. Men
of the world tell us that it takes much wit and industry to make
a fortune; but that it is far more difficult to keep it when it is
made : I am sure that in spiritual things it is so. For a church to be
thoroughly prosperous in the life and work of God is difficult enough ;
but to continue so,—this is the work, this is the labour. Hence
our cries to God that he will be pleased to keep us as a church faithful
to his truth, united with one another, earnest in the glorifying of God,
and diligent in the winning of souls. It would be a calamity of
no mean order if this church should decline. For the sake of those un-
popular truths which we uphold, it is a matter for daily prayer that this
church may be maintained in honourable usefulness evermore. To that
end I wish to speak with you this morning, my own dear brethren and
sisters. Strangers must pardon me if I make much of you, and even
seem to be egotistical in my address. I risk all that for the sake of the
necessary truth which I must put before you.

To my mind, this day is a day of good tidings. The Lord hath
done great things for us whereof we are glad, Let us glory in his holy
name; and let us walk worthily of the Lord unto all pleasing, so that
we may enjoy a continuance of his favour. May the outstretched arm of
the Most High still be with us, that we may see more and more of
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ towards fallen man.

I. Calling your attention to our text, I shall notice, first, what the
text rather suggests than declares, namely, OUR PROFESSION TOWARDS
Gop. Read on,— Thusshall they know that I Jehovaham their God.”
Itis implied, then, that we avow Jehovah to be our God. So many of us
as are joined together in church fellowship here have declared that
Jehovah is the one only living and true God. He has revealed himself
to us in these latter days as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and we un-
feignedly accept the triune God as our God for ever andever. Other lords
have had dominion over us, but now we yield ourselves unto God without
reserve. The God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob isthe Good of believers
to this day. We do not wish to have any other God, although in these
days the carnally wise have set up another. Their god is a god who has
no justice or righteousness: he takes small account of sin, and mainly
seeks to make things pleasant all round. This effeminate deity now
occupies the place once given to Apollo or Venus, and he is as much a
false god as they were. Our God does not suffer one attribute to
eclipse another; he has all excellencies in perfection. Remember how
Moses spake concerning our God, and said, ““ The Lord is longsuffering,
and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by no
means clearing the guilty.” ¢ This God is our God for ever and ever:
he will be our guide even unto death.” )

A second profession we have made is this, that we are his people.
“That they, even the house of Israel, arc my people, saith the Lord
God.” This is involved in the first profession, but it is not aiways
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sufficiently thought of. We are, as believers, in common with all the
people of God, separated unto his service, consecrated to his glory. We
believe that he chose us, or ever the earth was, to be a peculiar people
unto himself. We believe that he hath redeemed us from among men,
according to that word, ¢ Christ loved the church and gave himself for
it.”  We believe that by the decree of God we are adopted into the
divine family and acknowledged to be the children of the living God,
even we who were once heirs of wrath even asothers. We are his people
because the Holy Spirit has wrought upon us, and we have been turned
from darkness to light, from the power of sin and Satan unto God.
Our song is, “ My beloved is mine, and I am his.” We acknowledge the
claim founded upon our redemption, “ Ye are not your own; for ye are
bought with a price.” To glorify God in our spirits and in our bodies,
which are alike redeemed, is our reasonable service. OQur bands are
loosed, we are no more the servants of men: new bonds are about us,
for we are now the servants of the living God. In Jehovah is our
trust, our joy, our glory. Each one of us can say, “He is all my
salvation and all my desire.” To serve him is its own reward. To
dwell with him is heaven. Isit not so with you, my brethren ? Have
you not lifted up your hands unto the Lord so that you cannot go back ?
Do you not wish to realise that promise, “I will dwell in them, and
walk in them ; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people” ?

Farther than that, we have also professed and avowed our joyful con-
fidence in_our Immanuel—God with us. It is an interesting thing to
me that this name should be in my text. Look carefully at the English
and you will see it in the very first sentence—“that I the Lord their
God am with them.” Leave out the word “am,” which is in italics,
and you get it, “ God with them.” What is this but * God with us” ?
To-day we believe in the Lord Jesus, who is God with us. God hath
come down among men ; he hath taken upon himself their nature, so
that the Lord Jesus Clrist is God and man in one ever-blessed and in-
divisible person, and therefore he is very nigh unto us, yea, next of kin
tous. We rejoice in him as “ God with us,”—our brother, friend, and
husband. Have we not found it so ? Has there not been a divine near-
ness between our souls and Christ since that first day when we touched
his garment’s hem and were made whole ? Why, brethren, we have
gone on to lean our heads upon his bosom in heavenly rest, like John of
old; yea, some of you have emulated Simeon ; for you have taken up the
Lord’s Christ into your arms and said, * Lord, now lettest thou thy
servant depart in peace.” Through Christ Jesus we do not only believe
in God as yonder in heaven, but in God by his Holy Spirit dwelling here
among men, stirring our hearts, ruling our lives, enlightening our under-
standings, hallowing our affections, and sanctifying our whole being unto
God. Isitmnotso? You do so confess.

This is a very large profession. We are not inclined to start back
from it ; but when we take it in its threefold character,—this God our
God, ourselves his people, and himself, by his Son Jesus Christ, “ God
with us,”—oh, then I say it is a very solemn avowal, and one which
calls us to a lofty form of life. Blessed are they who stand to this con-
fessiog},1 and walk worthily of it ; for flesh and blood hath not revealed it
unto them,
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Jehovah is our God, in opposition to Romanism and Ritualism, with
their idols of one form and another, to which they bow the knee. The
invisible Jehovah is our God, and not the host, the virgin, the crucifix,
or any visible thing. Jehovah is our God in opposition to the new gods
of “ modern thought,” which your fathers knew not : our faith finds light
as well in the majesty of the Old Testament asin the mercy of the New.
Jehovah is our God in opposition to the “no God” of infidelity. We
believe in a personal God, and we put our trust in him as hearing our
prayers; we are his people, and on him we call ; he has come very near
to us, and with him we have sweet communion through Jesus Christ
his Son. This is our profession: we dare not say less; we could not
say more.

Now every profession of so solemn a sort should be backed up with
proof.  Where shall the proof be found ?

II. That shall be our second subject of discourse—0UR PROOF FROM
Gopn. “Thus shall they know that I Jehovah am with them, and
that they are my people, saith the Lord God.” How shall they know
it? In this one way,—by the presence of God among us. If God work
among us, then shall even our adversaries say, “Jehovah-Shammah,”
the Lord is there. A tree is known by its fruit, and the rule applies
even to God himself. God is known among us by the acts that he
doeth. Ile discovers his presence unto his people by his deeds of grace.
I want you to look back through the chapter and then to see whether we
have or have not as a church the marks of Jehovah’s presence, by
which we are attested to be his people.

The first mark is the gathering in of the scaliered. See verse eleven.
“Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I, even I, will both search my
sheep, and seek them out. As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the
day that he is among his sheep that are scattered; so will I seek out
my sheep.” I am bound to bear witness that in the midst of us many
have been sought out and saved who but a little while ago were wan-
dering far away from Christ. Whenever I give notice that I will see friends
who wish to join the church, I am cheered by the many who present them-
selves. They fly as doves to their windows. They tell me glad news
of their conversion—news which makes my heart to leap for joy. The
Lord calls some who were grossly ignorant of the gospel, to whom it
came a8 a fresh light from heaven; and he calls others who knew the
truth, but slighted it, and turned away from it year after year. He re-
moves hard-heartedness and indifference by his grace. His own voice calls
men, and they come to him. Conversions are among us at this time
very many ; not only from my own preaching of the word, clse might
I speak with less freedom, but from the school, the mission-stations,
the street-preaching, the tract-distributing, and from every form of
cffort. Frequently, when I have spoken with a number of new con-
verts, I have found the larger proportion not brought to Jesus Christ
by my word from this platform, but brought to him by you, dear
brothers and sisters, who have laid yourselves out to win souls. I am
but one, and you are many ; there should be more fruit to the Lord
from five thousand of you than from me. I have desired this, and
prayed for it, that you all may be useful. May God multiply you, and
make you spiritual parents, every one of you, till we may quote the
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words of Solomon’s Song, and apply them to you,—They are like a
flock of sheep which go up from the washing, whereof every one beareth
twins, and there is not one barren among them.” “Herein is my Father
glorified, that ye bear much fruit”; so said your Lord, and ye will not
forget his words. Conversion is the sure sign of the immediate presence
of the Lord. I pray him to give us a token of his being with us this
morning in your conversion, O wounded heart! May some poor trembler
come to Jesus, some penitent plead the promise, “I will heal that
which is broken,” some wanderer look to the cross and live. The Lord
has promised that he will search his sheep and seek them out, and he
has fulfilled that word in our midst, therefore is he with us. If I had to
stand here and say to you, ¢ Brethren, there are no conversions, none
are brought to repentance and faith,” then might we hold days for
fasting and humiliation, and we might each one weep his eyes out, be-
cause the glory has departed. But the Lord has not left us. No ear
has heard the awful words within the holy place saying, ¢ Let us go
hence.” Glory be to his name, his hand is stretched out still for miracles
of grace.

A second token of the Lord’s presence is #he feeding of the flock. The
Holy Spirit scems to lay great stress upon that ; for thus saith the Lord
in verse fifteen: “I will feed my flock, and I will cause them to lie
down. There shall they lie in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall
they feed.”” Have we not found it so? Have not our Sabbaths been
times of holy festival? Has not the King himself banqueted with
us? At the communion-table have we not been transported with such
joys as can never be excelled until we behold the Chief Shepherd face to
face? When we speak with one another at the close of the Sabbath-
day is not the grecting habitual to some of us, “The Lord has been
with us again to-day”? You have wished that there were six Sundays
and only one work-day in the week. I know that many of you have fed
upon the word with great delight. Value greatly this boon, for it comes
not from man, but is a choice gift of God. There are congregations
where the sheep look up and are not fed; there are places where the
Sabbath is the most wearisome day of the week, because the people want
the gospel and the gospel is withheld from them. Saints of God can-
not feed upon the husks of philosophical systems or semi-rationalistic
speculations.  The speech which is half of Ashdod and half of
Jerusalem suits not the inhabitant of Zion, it is a strange language to
him. God grant to this flock, whoever may be their pastor in years to
come, that they may relish the gospel, and find it sweet to their palates,
and strengthening to their hearts,

Another token of the presence of the Good Shepherd is tke healing of
the sick ; I mean the spiritually sick, for there is this promise given, “I
will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which was driven away,
and will bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen that which
wassick.” It is a rare joy to restore such as have been overtaken in a fault.
Lately T have received several brethren and sisters who had aforetime
gone from us through laxity of life or through falling into novelties of
opinion. I am glad to see among those who come to unite with us
familiar faces which for a while had been missed. Those who have lived
where Jesus dwells do not feel easy till they return to such society.






