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“ For in Jesus Christ neither circumeision availeth anything, nor uncircumeision ; but
faith which worketh by love.”’—Galatiang v. G.

Pavurn makes a clean sweep of that trust in the externals of religion
which is the common temptation of all time. Circumecision was a great
thing with the Jew, and oftentimes he trusted in it ; but Paul declaves
that it availeth nothing, There might be others who were glad that
they were not Jews, but Panl declares that their uncircumcision availeth
no more than its opposite. Certain matters connected with godliness
are external, and yet they are useful in their places: especially
is that the case with baptism and the Lord’s supper, the assembling of
ourselves together, the reading of the word, and public prayer and
praise.. These things are proper and profitable; but none of them must
be made in any measure or degree the ground of our hope of salvation ;
for this text sweeps them all away, and plainly describes them as availing
nothing if they are made to be the foundations of our trust.

In Luther’s day superstitions confidence in external observances had
overlaid faith in the gospel; ceremonies had multiplied excessively
under the authority of the Pope, masses were said for souls in purgatory,
and men were actually selling indulgences for sin in the light of day.
When God raised up Martin Luther, who was born four centuries ago,
he bore emphatic testimony against salvation by outward forms and by
the power of priesteraft, affirming that salvation is by faith alone,
and that the whole church of God is a company of priests, every believer
being a priest unto God. If Luther had not affirmed it, the doctrine
would have been just as true, for the distinction between clergy and laity
has no excuse in Scripture, which calls the saints, “God’s Zleros ”—
God’s clergy, or heritage. Again we read, “Ye are a royal priest-
hood.” Every man that believes in the Lord Jesus Christ is anointed
to exercise the Christian priesthood, and therefore he need not put his
trust in another, seeing the supposed priest is no more than any other
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man. Each man must be accountable for himself before God. Each
one must read and search the Scriptures for himself, and must believe
for himself, and when saved, he must offer up himsclf as a living
sacrifice unto God by Jesus Christ, who is the only High Priest of our
profession. B0 much for the negative side of the text, which is full of
warning to this Ritnalistic age.

The chief testimony of our great Reformer was to the justification of a
sinmer in the sight of God by faith in Jesus Christ, and by that alone.
He could fitly have taken this for his motto, ¢ In Jesus Christ neither
circumeision availeth anything, nor uncircumeision ; but faith which
worketh by love.” He was in the Augustinian monastery at Wittenberg
troubled and perturbed inm mind; and he read there, in an old Latin
Bible, this toxt,—*“The just shall live by faith.” It was a new idea
to him, and by its means spiritual light entered his soul in some degree ;
but such were the prejudices of his up-bringing, and such the darkness
of his surroundings, that he still hoped to find salvation by outward
performances. e therefore fasted long, till he was found swooning
from hunger. He was exceedingly zealous for salvation by works. At
last he made a pilgrimage to Rome, hoping to find there everything that
was holy and helpful : he was disappointed in his searcl:, but yet found
more than he looked for. On the pretended staircase of Pilate, while in
the act of climbing it upon his knees, the Wittenberg text again sounded
in his ear like a thunder-clap: “The just shall live by faith.” TUp he
started and descended those stairs, never to grovel upon them again.
The chain was broken, the soul was free. Luther had found the light;
and henceforth it became his life’s business to flash that light upon the
nations, erying evermore, “The just shall live by faith.” The best
commemoration which I can make of this man is to preach the doctrine
which he held so dear, and you who are not saved can best assist me by -
believing the doctrine, and proving its truth in your own cases. May
the Holy Ghost cause it to be so in hundreds of instances.

I. First, let us inquire WHAT IS THIS FAITH? We are always
talking about it; but what is it? Whenever I try to explain it, I am
afraid lest I shouid confuse rather than expound. There is a story told
eoncerning John Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress.” Good Thomas Scott,
the Commentator, wrote notes to it: he thought the *Pilgrim’s
Progress” a difficult book, and he would make it clear. A pious
cottager in his parish had the book, and she was reading it when her
minister called. e said to her, “ Oh, I sce, you are reading Bunyan’s
¢ Pilerim’s Progress” Do you understand it?” She answered inno-
cently enough, “Oh, yes, sir, I understand Mr. Bunyan very well, and
I hope that one day I shall be able to understand your explanations.”
I am afraid lest you should say when I have done, “I understand
what faith is, as I find it in the Bible, and one day, perhaps, I may be
able to understand the preacher’s explanation of it.” Warned by this,
I will speak as plainly as I can.

And first, it is to be remembered that faith is not a mere creed-
holding. It is very proper to say, “I believe in God the Father
Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,” and so forth; but you may
repeat all that and be no “believer” in the Scriptural sense of that
term. Though the creed be true, it may not be true to you; it would
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have been the same to you if the opposite had been true, for you put
the truth away like a paper in a pigeon-hole, and it has no effect upon
you. A very proper doctrine,” you say, “a very proper doctrine,” and
so you put it to sleep. It does not influence your heart, nor affect your
life. Do not imagine that the professing an orthodox creed is the same
thing as faith in Christ. A truthful creed is desirable for many reasons ;
but if it be a dead, inoperative thing, it cannot bring salvation. Faith
is belief of the truth ; but it is more.

Again, faith is not the mere belief that there is a God, though that we
must have, for we cannot come to God except we “believe that he is, and
that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” We are to
believe 4n God—that he is good, blessed, true, right, and therefore to he
trusted, confided in, and praised. Whatever he may do, whatever he
may say, God is not to be suspected, but believed in.  You know what
it is to believe in a man, do you not? to believe in a man so that you
follow him, and confide in him, and accept his advice? In thatsame way
faith believes in God—not only believes that he is, but finds rest in his
character, his Son, his promise, his covenant, his word, and everything
about him. Iaith livingly and lovingly trusts in her God about every-
thing. Iispecially must we believe in what God has revealed in Scripture
—that it is verily and indez=d a sure and infallible testimony to be received
without question. We accept the Father’s witness coneerning Jesus,
and take heed thereto ‘“as unto a light that shineth in a dark place.”

Taith has specially to believe in him who is the sum and substance of
all this revelation, even Jesus Christ, who became God in human flesh
that he might redeem our fallen nature from all the evils of sin, and raise it
to cternal felicity. We believe 47 Christ, on Christ, and wpor Christ;
accepting him because of the record which God has given to us con-
cerning his Son, that he is the propitiation for our sins. We accept
God’s unspeakable gift, and receive Jesus as our all in all.

If T wanted to describe saving faith in one word, I should say that it
is frust. It is so believing God and so believing in Christ that we trust
ourselves and our eternal destinies in the hands of a reconciled God.
As creatures we look up to the great Father of spirits ; as sinners we
trust for the pardon of our sins to the atonement of Jesus Christ; as
being weak and feeble we trust to the power of the Holy Spirit to make
us holy and to keep us so; we venture our eternal interests in the vessel
of free grace, content to sink or swim with it.. We rely upon God in
Christ. ~The word employed to set forth faith in the Scriptures some-
times signifies to lean. - We lean with all our weight upon eur God, in
Jesus Christ. We hang upon Christ as a vessel hangs upon the nail.
*Recumbency ” was a term by which the old Puritans used to deseribe
faith—u lying, or leaning upon, something out of ourselves. Guilty as I
am, I believe God’s word, that  the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth
us from all sin:” trusting to that blood I know that I am cleansed from
allsin. God sets forth Christ to be a propitiation; we believe that he is
& propitiation, and we take him to be our propitiation ; by that appro-
Priation our sin is covered and we are free. Faith is the grasping, the
appropriating, the receiving into one’s self, of the Lord Jesus Christ.
I sometimes illustrate it by that passage of Paul where he says, “The
word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth.” When a morsel is in your mouth, if
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you desire to possess it so as never to losc it, what is the best thing to
do? Swallow i Let it go down into the inward parts. Now the
word that we preach is, according to the Apostle, “in thy mouth”;
suffer it then to go down into thy heart, and thou shalt find it true that
“with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth
«confession is made unto salvation.” This is the faith which saves the soul.

II. In the second place we will consider, WHY FAITH IS SELECEED
AS THE WAY OF SALVATION ?

I would remind you that if we could not answer this question it
would not matter ; for since the Lord has appointed believing as the
way of grace it is not ours to challenge his choice. DBeggars must not
be choosers : let us trust, if so the Lord ordains.

But we can answer this question in a measure. Ifirst, it is clear that
1o other way 4s possible. 1t is not possible for us to be saved by our
own merits, for we have broken the law already, and futur: obedience,
being already due, cannot malke up for past defects.

“« Could my tears for ever flow,
Could my zeal no respite know,
All for’sin could not atone :
Thou must save, and thou alone.”

The road of good works is blocked up by our past sins, and it is sure to
be further blocked up by future sins: we ought therefore to rejoice that
God has commended to us the open road of faith.

God has chosen the way of faith that salvalion might be by grace. 1Lf
we had to do anything in order to save ourselves, we should be sure to
impute a measure of virtue to our own doings, or feelings, or prayers,
or almsgivings, and we should thus detract from the pure grace of God.
But salvation comes from God as a pure favour—an act of undescrved .
generosity and benevolence, and the Lord will, therefore, only put it
into the hand of faith, since faith arrogates nothing to herself. Faith,
in fact, disowns all idea of merit, and the Lord of grace therefore elects
to place the treasure of his love in the hand of faith.

Again, it is of faith tkat there may be mo boasting ; for if our salva-
tion be of our doings or feelings, we are sure to boast; but, if it be of
faith, we cannot glory in self. «Where is boasting then? It is
excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.”
Faith is humble, and ascribes all praise to God. Faith is trathful, and
confesses her obligation to the sovereign grace of God.

I bless the Lord that he has chosen this way of faith, because ¢ is so
suitable for poor sinmers. Some among us to-night would never have
been saved if salvation had only been prepared for the good and righteous.
I stood before my God guiity and self-condemned. No youth ever had a
keener sense of guilt than T had. When I was convinced of sin I saw my
thoughts and desires to be vile in the sight of God, and I became vile
in my own eyes also. I was driven to despair ; and I know that 1 cpuld
never have been cheered by any plan of salvation except that which is of
faith. The covenant of works by reason of our weakness affords us no
suitable way of hope at any time, but under certain circumstances we
see this very vividly. Suppose that you were in the last article of death,
what good works could you do? Yonder dying thief found it a happy






