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‘““We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, asit is meet, because thaw
your faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all toward each
other aboundeth.”—2 Thessalonians i. 3. ‘

Lasr Lord’s-day I tried to say cheering and encouraging words to
“Little-faith.” I trust that the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, did thereby
strengthen some to whom the Saviour said, “ O thou of little faith,
wherefore didst thon doubt ? ”  But none of us would desire to remain
among the Little-faiths ; we long to press forward in our march to the
better land. If we have just started in the heavenly race, it is well ;
there are grounds of comfort about the first steps in the right way ;
but we are not going to stop at the starting-point; our desire is
towards the winning-post and the crown. My prayer at the commence-
ment of this discourse is, that we may each of us rise out of our little
faith into the loftier region of assurance, so that those who love us best
may be able to say, “We are bound to thank God always for you,
brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith groweth exceedingly.”

The church of Jesus Christ at Thessalonica did not commence under
very propitious circumstances. Remember that oft-quoted text about
the Bereans: “ These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in
that they searched the scriptures daily whether those things were
80.” That record does mot relate to the converts in Thessalonica, but
to those Jews who heard Paul preach in the synagogue, and refused to
test his teaching by a reference to the Old Testament. They were not
a noble sort of people, and yet from among them there were taken by
almighty grace a certain company who were led to believe in the trne
Messiah. Thus they became more noble than even the Bereans ; for we
do not hear of a church in Berea, neither was an epistle written to the
Bereans. Thessalonica received two epistles, bright with hearty com-
mendations. Paul praised the Philippians, but the Thessalonians he
praised yet more, thanking God at every remembrance of them, and
fglfle'lying in them among the churches of God for their patience and
aith.
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I shall ask you, with your Bibles open, to see whether we cannot
account in some measure for this remarkable condition of things, The
verse before us is full of thanksgiving to God for the growth of the
Thessalonians in faith and in love; and to my mind it sounds like an
echo of the First Epistle to the Thessalonians. The First Epistle is the
key and the cause of the Second. Very often a man’s success in this
place, or in that, will tally with his own condition of heart in relation to
that piace. As we sow we reap. The grace of God enabled Paul to
sow toward the Thessalonians with great hopefulness, and trust, and
prayerfulness, and consequently he reaped plentifully.

Observe how (1 Thess. i. 2, 3) Paul began by distinctly recognising the
existence of faith and love in that Church. ¢ We give thanks to God
always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers ; remembering
without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father.”
Recognise the root, and then look for the flower. See that faith is in
the soul, smile upon it and foster it, and then you may expect that the
faith will steadily increase. In our text Paul mentions faith as growing,
and love as abounding, while in the next verse he mentions patience, which
is the outgrowth of hope—¢ the patience of hope.” He noticed in the
Thessalonians the birth of those three divine sisters—faith, hope, and
charity. That which he recognised with pleasure he afterwards saw
growing exceedingly : those who cherish the seed shall rejoice in the plant.
Observe in the children under your care the first blossoms of any good
thing, and you shali observe its increase. Despise not the day of small
things. When you have learned to recognise faith in its buds, you shall
soon see faith in its flowers, and faith in its fruits. Do not overlook
feeble grace, or criticize it because it is as yet imperfect ; but mark its
beginnings with thankfulness, and you shall behold its-advance with
delight.

In addition to recognising the beginnings of faith, Paul laboured
4ard to promote it. Look in the second chapter, and read verses 7, 8,
11, 12 :—*“ But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth
her children : so being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing
to have imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also our own.
souls, because ye were dear unto us. As ye know how we exhorted
and comforted and charged every one of you, as a father doth his
children, that ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto
his kingdom and glory.” He threw his whole strength into the work
of upbuilding that church, toiling night and day for it; and conse-
quently he obtained his desire ; for still it is true in the husbandry of
God, that those who sow, and steep their seed in the tears of earnestness,
shall doubtiess come again rejoicing, bringing their sheaves with them.

Paul had accompanied his public labours with his private prayers.
See how 1 Thessalonians iii. 12 tallies with our text :—* And the Lord
make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, and
toward all men, even as we do toward you.” This was his prayer; and
he received exactly what he prayed for. He saw abounding love in each
one towards every other, The Lord seemed to have noted the wording
of Paul’s prayer, and to have answered him according to the letter of
his request. If we open our mouth wide, the Lord will fill it. Brethren,
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what we comfortably recognise in its gracious beginnings, what we labour
to increase and what we earnestly guard with prayer, shall in due time
be granted to us !

More than this: Paul had gone on to exhort them to abound in love
and faith. Look at Chapter iv. verse 9 : “ As touching brotherly love ye
need not that I write unto you : for ye yourselves are taught of God to
love one another. And indeed ye do it toward all the brethren which
are in all Macedonia : but we beseech you, brethren, that ye increase
more and more.” Paul did not only quietly pray for the church, but he
added his earnest admonitions. He bids them increase more and more ;
and in response they do increase, so that he says, “ Your faith groweth
exceedingly.” When a man says, “ more and more” it is only another
way of saying “ exceedingly ”: is it not so ? There was a big heart in
Paul towards the Thessalonians. He wanted them to grow in faith and
love *“ more,” and then to take another step, and add another * more ”
to it. The exhortation being given out of a full heart, behold, God
has fulfilled it to his servant, and the people have willingly followed up
the apostolic precept.

But Paul had added faith to his prayers and his exhortations. Look
at chapter v, verses 23, 24, and see if it is not so. “And the very
God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit
and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.”
When we are sure that God will do it, it will surely be done. We miss
many a blessing because we ask without faith. The apostle believed
that he had the petition which he had sought of the Lord ; and he
received according to his faith. He who can ficmly believe shall ere
long fervently pour out thanksgiving. The church at Thessalonica, the
child of Paul’s prayers, the child of his labours, and at last the child of
his faith, obtained a remarkable degree of faith, and a singular warmth
of love. The Lord give to us who are workers the mind and spirit of
Paul, and lead us to follow him in our conduct to others, and then I do
not doubt that-our good wishes shall be realiz d. If we are right our-
selves, we shall see prosperity in the churches, or classes, or families
whose good we seek; and as we feel bound to pray about them, we
shall also feel bound to thank God coucerning them.

Before I plunge into the sermon, I should like to pause, and ask
whether we as Christian men and women are such that Paul could say
of us, “We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is
meet, because that your faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity of
every one of you all toward each other aboundeth.” What think you ?
Could your pastor bless God for you? Could your nearest and dearest
Christian friend feel that he was bound to thank God always for you ?
If not, why not?  Oh that we may rise into such a happy state that we
shall be the cause of gratitude in others! It ought to be s0; we ought
to glorify God, causing men to see our good works, and praise our
Father in heaven.

. One more question : Do you think we are in such a condition that
it would be safe for anybody to praise us? Would it be safe to
ourselves for us to be thus commended, and made subjects of thank-
folness? It takes a great deal of grace to be able to bear praise,
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Censure seldom does us much hurt. A man struggles up against
slander, and the discouragement which comes cof it may not be an
unmized evil; but praise soon suggests pride, and is therefore not
an unmixed good. “ As the fining-pot for silver, and the furnace for
gold; so is a man to his praise.”” Would it be safe if Paul were here
to say good thingsabout you as he did about the Thessalonians ? Did it
not prove that the brethren there were sober, well-established believers ?

Once more, do you ever feel it in your heart to talk like this about
your fellow-Christians ? Paul himself was in a fine condition when he
conld thus extol his brethren. Few men are ready with hearty com-
mendations of others. We are greedy in receiving praise, and niggardly
in dispensing it. We seldom speak too kindly of one another. Now and
then you hear a person say, “ There is no such thing as love in the church
at all.” I know that gentleman very well, and I never saw any excess of
love in htm. 1 heard one say, * Brotherly love is all a mockery; there is
no reality in Christian charity” ; and truly he measured his own corn
very accurately. Most men would see others better if their own eyes were
clearer. When a man honestly feels that his fellow-Christians are for
the most part much better than himself, and that he would willingly sit
at the feet of many of them, then he is himself in a healthy state. I
admire the grace of God in many around me. I see their imperfections
as though I did not see them. [ am not looking for the thorns, but for
the roses ; and I see so many of them that my heart is glad, and in
spirit I bless the name of the Lord.

The man who can commend the work of the Lord in others without
saying a word about himself, has, by that fact, given himself a good
character ; his eyes must have been washed in the fountains of love ;
they must have been cleansed from the dust of pride, envy, and self, or
he would not have so seen or so spoken. I love the text because
it is an instance of a man of great grace, of a man under the inspiration
of the Spirit of God, who yet delighted to speak enthusiastically of a
church which certainly was far from perfect. I delight in that eye
which can be a little blind to faults while it exercises a clear vision in
seeing all that is good and praiseworthy towards God.

So, then, we come to our text, and the subject runs thus: for us to
grow in faith is @ swbject for devout thanksgiving; and in the second
place, it is an object for diligent endeavour. Thirdly, if we greatly grow
in faith it will be the source of other growths: for as faith increases, love,
patience, and every other virtue, will flourish,

I. For us to grow and increase in faith is A SUBJECT FOR DEVOUT
THANKSGIVING. Paul gives a commendation of the Thessalonian church
which is exceedingly warm and hearty. One critic says the words may
be regarded as somewhat extravagant, after the mode of the Apostle
when he wishes to be emphatic. He writes fervidly : “ Your faith
groweth exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all toward
each other aboundeth.” It is an intense and uureserved commendation.
As I have already said, this church was not absolutely perfect; for, because
of the love of every one towards another, and their great kindness towards
the poor, certain unworthy persons encroached upon their liberality.
To use a very rough word, cadgers were multiplied among them, as they
always are where generosity abounds. Shame that it should be so,
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Read chapter iii. verse 11: “ For we hear that there are some which
walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies.”
There had been also among them here and there a person of loose lifa
and of sharp businessdealings, and to such he spoke in the First Epistle ;
but these flies in the pot of ointment did not destroy its sweetness.
They were so few comparatively that Paul speaks of the whole body
with approbation. When our faith shall grow and our love abound, it
may be proper for a pastor to speak with unrestricted admiration of what
the Lord has done.

The blessing of increased faith is of unspeakable value, and there-
fore praise should be largely rendered for it. Little faith will save,
but strong faith is that which builds up the church, which overcomes
the world, which wins sinners, and which glorifies God. Little-faith is
slow and feeble, and to suit his pace the whole flock travel softly.
Little-faith is a wounded soldier, and has to be carried in an ambulance
by the armies of the Lord ; but faith which grows exceedingly, lifts the
banner aloft, leads the van, meets hand to hand the foes of our
Prince, and puts them to the rout. If we were invoking blessings
upon a church we could scarcely ask for a larger boon than that all
the brethren might be strong in faith, giving glory to God. Strong-
faith ventures into large endeavours for Christ, and hence missions are
projected : Strong-faith carries out the projects of holy zeal, and hence
daring ideals are turned into facts : Strong-faith is a shield against the
darts of error, and hence she is the object of the contempt and hatred of
heresy. Strong-faith builds the walls of Zion, and casts down the walls
of Jericho. Sirong-faith sinites the Philistines hip and thigh, and makes
Israel to dwell in peace. Oh that the night of Little-faith were over,
and that the day of glorious faith would come! Soon would our young
men see visions, and our old men dream dreams, if faith were more
among us. When the Son of man cometh shall he find faith in the
earth ? At the revival of faith we shall see another Pentecost, with its
rushing mighty wind, and its tongues of flame ; but during ourlack of
faith we still abide in weakness, and the enemy will exact upon us.
O God, we beseech thee, make thy face to shine upon us, cause our faith
to grow exceedingly, and our love to abound yet more and more ; then
shall there be times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord.

Paul thus fervently gave thanks to God because the blessing came
to the church at a remarkably seasonable time. The people of
Thessalonica had risen against the church and persecuted it; thus,
without were fightings, but within there were no fears; for the
brethren were firm in faith and fervens in love. The church was
subject to constant tribulation ; but its faith grew exceedingly. Has it
not often been so with the Lord’s people ? Times of cloud and rain
have been growing times. Pharaoh dealt hardly with Israel ; but the
more he oppressed them, the more they multipiied. The more the
church of God is down-trodden, the more it rises into power and in-
fluence. The bush burns and is not consumed ; nay, vather, it flourishes
in the flame. I say not that- this increase of faith is the immediate
effect of persecution, but it is singularly the attendant upon it. God
knew that when his poor servants were haled to prison, when they were
brought before rulers and kings for his name's sike, and when they were






