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1 write unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning.”
. ..+ - “I have written unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the
beginning.”’—1 John ii. 13, 14.
OBSERVE the difference in the two verses : John first says, I write,” and
then, “I have written.” 'When in two former discourses* I preached upon
the beloved apostle’s address to the young men and the children, I gave
you as full an interpretation of this difference as I could command, and
I need net now repeat it. Certain additional thoughts occur to me,
which I will give you, that the matter may be still clearer. The apostle
John says, “T write,” and by-and-by, « I have written ;” this shows, I
think, the importance of his subject. If he has already written upon it,
he must think it to be a very necessary and valuable truth if he writes
upon it yet again. A man does not discourse repeatedly upon the same
subject if he be a man full of matter, as this inspired writer was, unless
he feels that it is of necessity that he return again and again to his
subject till he has impressed it upon the minds of his andience.  Hence
the apostle is not ashamed to say in effect,—*1 write this, though you
need not remind me that I have written it before, for I feel it to be
wise 80 long as I am in this tabernacle to put you in remembrance of
what I have said unto yon.” Nails which are important to a structure
must be driven in with diligence. Foundation stones should be laid
with scrupulous care; and truth, which is fundamental, should be
repeated by the teacher till the disciple has learned it beyond all fear
of ever forgetting it.

This form of speech also reveals the unchanging conviction of the writer,
who, having written once, is glad to write the same things again. This
shows & mind made up and decided, from which proceeds consistent
testimony. In these fickle times cerlain of our public teachers must
feel unable to say of any one subject, «“ I write,” and “I have written ;”
for before the ink is dry they have need to blot out what they have put
upon paper, and to write an amended version of their religious ideas.

* No. 1,711, “ A Sermon to the Lord’s Little Children” ; No. 1,715, ‘“ A Description
of Young Men in Christ.”
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Scarcely for a month at a stretch do these loose thinkers abide in one
stay : they are such wandering stars that no chart conld ever mark their
position for three weeks together. They might say, « I write, but bless
you, dear people, I do not know what I wrote six months ago. Very
probably my former opinion is not now true, for all things are flowing
on, and my head is swimming with the rest. I am a man of progress;
for ever learning, and never coming to the knowledge of the truth.
Blot out what I wrote a year ago; and read with care what I write to-
day.” To which we reply,—Dear sir, we cannot take much notice of
what you write now, because in all probability in another week or two
you will retract it all, or improve it from off the face of the earth.
Neither shall we pay much attention to you then, for you will probably
be on the move as soon as ever you havesaid your say. We decline to
learn what we shall have to unlearn. We will wait in our present
knowledge until you have reached something certain for yourself.
Perhaps in twenty years’ time, when you have pitched your gipsy
tent, it may be worth our while to hear where it is; but we do
not commit ourselves even to that promise: for as the progress you are
ngvgl making is into deeper darkness, you will probably end in sevenfold
night.

I rejoice, dear friends, in the fixity of the Christian’s faith : T know
nothing of improvements and growths in the gospel of the Lord Jesus,
which is summed up in these words, ¢ Jesus Christ the same yesterday,
and to day, and for ever.” I believe that God the Holy Ghost has given us
in the Scriptures a perfect and entire revelation which is to be received
by all Christians without addition or diminution. I do not believe that
apostles, martyrs, confessors, and teachers have been living for these
nineteen hundred years upon falsehoods: I prefer the faith of saints in
glory to the day-dreams of those whipper-snappers who now-a-days claim
to lead us by their « thought.” Our mind is that of David when he
said, “ I hate vain thoughts”” Well saith the Scripture, “ The Lord
knoweth the thoughts of man that they are vanity.” If it be a question
of thinking we can think as well as they can, and our thoughts about
the modern theology are full of sorrowful contempt. Peradventure the
doctrine is new, though even this we doubt; but if it be new it is not
true, for truth must necessarily be as old as the everlasting hills, We
observe that the word  meditation ” is now seldom used, and “ thought ”
is the modern idol. Just se: we meditate on revealed truth; but this
notion of #hought sets aside truth, and sets up mere fancy. We refuse
to be of this vagrant party of thinkers; we are of the settled race of
believers. We can say—What we have written, we still write ; what we
have preached, we still preach: for inasmuch as we have preached that
which is revealed in Holy Scripture, to that truth we stand and shall
stand, God helping us. 1f we live a thousand years, at the close of life
we shall have nothing more nor less to say than the fized, immutable,
eternal truth of God. We hope to understand the truth better, but we
shall never discover better truth.

«T write,” and “I have written,” also indicate the abiding need of
men: they require the same teaching from time to time. I suppose
that John alludes to his Gospel when he says, 1 have written,” aqd
now, a little later, he writes his Epistle, and zays “ 1 write”—giving 1n
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each case the same teaching. Men’s natures are still the same, men’s
spiritual conflicts and dangers are still the same, and hence the same
trath is suitable, not only from day to day, but from century to century.
There is but one food for soul hunger, and but one help in spiritual
danger. The true teacher evermore comes to men with the same truth,
because men continue to have the same dangers, necessities, sorrows,
and hopes. The fathers who needed that John should write to them
previously, still needed that he should write to them the selfsame thing.
Though they may have grown more fatherly, they have not outgrown
apostolic teaching. The former truth is good for our latter days. Many
years ago, when some of us were mere boys, we listened to the gospel
of Jesus, and our heart leaped as we embraced it; it was the life and
joy of our spirit; and now to-day, after having advanced far in the
divine life, if we hear one of those simple sermons that first brought us
to Christ, concerning the precious blood of Jesus and child-like faith in
him, it suits us quite as well as in those early days. 1have noticed with
regard to well-grown Christian people, that when I have given a purely
evangelical discourse, meant only for sinners, and not at all designed for
the edifying and comforting of full-aged saints, they have sucked it in
with as much delight as if they were themselves newly converted. After
all, though you and I are not now fed upon milk, yet a draught of milk
is still most refreshing. Though we can now digest the solid meat of
the kingdom, yet the children’s bread has lost none of its relish in our
esteem. The elementary truths are still sweet to our hearts; ay,
sweeter than ever they were. Though we have advanced to the higher
courses of the edifice of holy knowledge, yet we never cease to look with
intense delight upon those foundation-truths which concern our Lord
Jesus. We cleave with full purpose of heart to him of whom the Lord
God has said, ¢ Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried
stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation.” Jesus remains to
ﬁs “ elect, precious,” and we know it will be so with us till life’s latest
our.

From this text I am to preach principally to the fathers, and as the
church has not many fathers I may be supposed to have a slender
audience ; but yet this is hardly so, since I hope and trust that the area
of the sermon’s influence will include young men ; for you, my brethren,
aspire to reach the front rank, and to be numbered among the fathers.
Even to you who are little children, the text has its word of instruction ;
for you will be glad to hear what the fathers know, since you hope ere
long to know the same. The life of God is so much the same in all
stages that the word which is profitable to fathers has a use for babes, and
that which is spoken to little children has a voice in it for young men.
May God the Holy Ghost bless this word to the hearts of all his people!

Concerning the fathers, I am going to inquire three things this
morning. First, who are they?—* You fathers.” Secondly, what s
their peculiar characteristic?—* Ye have known him that is from the
beginning.”  And, thirdly, what is the message to them?2—<=I have
written unto you, fathers.” What is it that John has written to fathers
@ the church of God?

I. First, WHO ARE THE FATHERS?

We usually associate that idea somewhat with age ; bus we must take



640 METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE PULPIT.

care that we do not make a mistake here, because age in grace, albeit
that it may run parallel with age in nature in many cases, does not
always do so. In the church of God there are children who are seventy
years old. Yes, little children displaying all the infirmities of declining
years. It is not a pleasant sight to see grey-headed babes, yet I must
confess I have seen such, and I have even been glad that I could dare
to go the length of hoping that they were babes in Christ. One would
not like to say of a man of eighty that ke had scarcely cut his wisdom-
teeth, and yet there are such ; scarcely out of the nurse’s arms at sixty
years of age, needing just as much care and comfort as sucklings at the
breast. On the other hand, there are fathers in the church of God,
wise, stable, instrocted, who are comparatively young men. The Lord
can cause his people to grow rapidly, and far outstrip their years.
David as a lad was more of a father in God than Eli in his old
age. Growth in grace is not a time growth. In eternal matters years
count for little. The Lord gives subtlety to the simple, to the young
men knowledge and discretion. Solomon was wise while yet young ; in
some respects wiser than when he was old. Some youths have been like
Joseph, men with God before they were men among men. Joseph, we
are told in our translation, was more loved by Jacob than any of his
brethren, ¢ because he was the son of his old age”; this can hardly be
a correct rendering, for Benjamin, who was born sixteen years later,
was far more entitled to be so called. Another interpretation, which
seems to me more correct, signifies that he was @ son of the Elders, and
implies that while he was a child he was an associate of elderly persons,
and was himself so thoughtful, serious, and well-instructed as to be an
elderly child, a child-man, full of unusual wisdom and prudence.
Josephs are still sent into the church now and then, and the Lord
greatly blesses his people by their means. Oh, for more of them! -
From their early youth they have a discernment of God’s word, and a
quickness of apprehension wonderful to notice. More than that, I have
even observed a depth of experience within a very short time granted
to certain young believers, so that though they were but youths in age
they were fathers in piety. Nevertheless, as a usual thing, it is 6o be
expected that advancement in grace should be accompanied with advance-
ment in years, and it is so often so that we are wont to call those who
are fit to look after the souls of others “the elders of the church,” not
necessarily because they are old men, but because they are instructed
in the things of God. These are the fathers, then, men who have
aged in grace, have come to the full development of their spiritual man-
hood, and have been confirmed in that development by the test of time
and trials. Believers when they have in the course of years shown
themselves able both to labour and to suffer, are fitly ranked among
fathers. Why do we call the early writers the fathers of the church?
Not, I think, because we owe more to their teaching than to those of a
later period, but because they were the first men, the pioneers, the
vanguard, and so the fathers of the church. The first and earliest
members of a church will become fathers -in due time if they continue
in the faith, grounded and settled: their years of persevering holiness
entitle them to respect. Paul mentions with honour certain persons,
saying, ¢ Who also were in Christ before me.” There is an honour






