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¢ At that time when David saw that the Lord had answered him in the threshingfloor
of Ornan the Jebusite, then he sacrificed there.”’—1 Chronicles xxi. 28.

““Then David said, This is the house of the Lord God, and this is the altar of the
burnt offering for Israel.”’—1 Chronicles xxii. 1.

Davip was for many years searching for a site for the great temple
which he purposed to build for Jehovah his God. It had been ordained
that the sacrifices offered to the one God should be offered by all Israelupon
one altar; but as yet the ark of the Lord was within curtaing, near to
David’s palace, and the altar of burnt offering was situated at Gibeon.
Where should the one altar be erected ? Where should the ark find
its permanent dwelling-place ? David said, « Surely I will not come
into the tabernacle of my house, nor go up into my bed ; T will not give
sleep to mine eyes, or slumber to mine eyelids, until I find out a place
for the Lord, an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob.” Yet for a long
time he received no indication as to the exact spot whereon the Lord’s altar
should be reared, save only that he was told that the Lord had chosen
Zion and desired it for his habitation.

David watched, and waited, and prayed, and in due time he received
the sign. God knew the spot, and had consecrated it long before by
his appearance unto Abraham. The other Sabbath-day, you remember,
our text was “Jehovah-jireh,” * and we then learned that in the mount
the Lord would be seen. Upon Mount Moriah, on or near that parti-
cular spot which had been named J ehovah-jireh, was the temple to be
built. ~ Abraham had there unsheathed the knife to slay his son.
Wondrous type of the great Father offering up his Only-begotten for the
sins of men! The scene of that grand transaction was to be the centre
of worship for the chosen people. Where Abraham made the supreme
sacrifice, there should his descendants present their offerings.  Or if we
look into the type and see God there presenting Jesus as a sacrifice for
men, it was most suitable that man should for ever sacrifice to God
Where God made a sacrifice for him. As yet it was not known to David
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that this was the chosen place. Now it is indicated by memorable signs :
the angel of justice stands above the spot; and his sword is sheathed
there in answer to the cries of the afflicted king, according to the long-
suffering mercy of God. Then David clearly saw the mind of the Lord,
and said, ““This is the house of Jehovah my God, and this is the altar
of the burnt-offering for Israel.” Then he commenced at once with
double speed to prepare the materials for the temple. Though he
knew that he might not build it, since his hands had been stained with
blood, yet he would do all that he could to help his son Solomon in the
great enterprise.

This problem which David had at last worked out by the good hand
of God upon him, is one which in a deep spiritual sense exercises our
hearts full often. Where ig it that man may meet with God? How is
it that man may speak with his offended Lord and be reconciled to him ?
Is there not some meeting-place where the sinner may express his re-
pentance, and where mercy may grant full absolution? Many are saying,
“ Oh, that I knew where I might find him !” Hearts touched by the
Spirit of God are still seeking after God if haply they may find him. In
what condition, and by what means may man be at peace with God, and
dread no longer the sword of his justice ?

For the heart of some of us that problem takes a further shape:
we know where man may meet with God, but we want to know how the
careless, proud, rebellious heart shall be induced to come to God in his
appointed way. We know it is by the power of the Holy Ghost, through
the preaching of the word, and the uplifting of the all-attracting cross ;
but we would fain know the state of mind which will lead up to recon-
ciliation ; for now we often have to go back to him that sent us, and to cry,
% Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the Lord
revealed?” We would lead men to God by Jesus Christ if we could;
we stretch out the finger, and we point the way, but they will not see;
we stretch out both hands, and intreat them to come, but they will not
yield ; our heart breaketh for the longing that it hath to present every
man in Christ reconciled unto the living God ; but how shall it be?
How shall the sinner come unto God?

We may get some light from the type before us upon that question—
Where shall God’s temple be? How shall men be brought to it? We
speak not at this time upon natural things, but upon the things of the
Spirit; therefore let us pray the Holy Spirit to enlighten and instruct
us, for only by his aid shall spiritual truth enter our hearts!

And, first, I remark that exlernally there was, and there is nolhing in
any place why it should be the peculiar meeting-place of God with man;
but, secondly, that spiritually the place which God did choose was most
suitable; for in it we read the true ground upon which God does
actually meet with men in a way of grace. When we have lingered over
these two subjects, we shall then have to exhort you after this fashion,
— heartily let us use the place which God hath set apart to be our meeting-
place with himself. **O come, let us worship and bow down : let us Lkneel
before the Lord our Maker.”

1. First, then, this truth is believed by you, though, alas! not by
all men, that EXTERNALLY THERE IS NOTHING IN ANY PLACE WHY GoD
SHOULD THERE MEET WITH MEN.
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The Lord chose the threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite as the spot
whereupon for many a day his holy worship should be openly celebrated
according to the outward ceremonies of a typical dispensation. There
the Temple was built, and for a thousand years it stood as the centre
of Divine worship, so far as it was visibly presented according to his
ordinance. What that mount may yet become we will not at this
time consider. Prophets give us bright hints of what shall yet be even
on Mount Zion, which has so long been trodden under foot of the adver-
sary. But why was the threshing-floor of Ornan to be the meeting-
Elace of David with his God, and the spot where prayer was to be

eard ?

Certainly it was a very simple, unadorned, unecclesiastical place. The
threshing-floor of Ornan boasted no magnificence of size, or beauty of
construction. There was just the rock, and I suppose a composition
spread upon it of hard clay or cement, that the feet of the oxen might
the better tread out the corn. That was all it was ; yet when the Tem-~
ple with all its glory crowned the spot, God was never more conspicuously
present than on that bare, ungarnished threshing-floor. ¢ Meet God in
a barn ! ” saith one. Why not? Does that astonish you? God met
Adam in a garden, Abraham under a tree, and Noah in an ark. There
is less of man in the open field than in the cathedral, and where there is
least of man there is at least an opportunity to find most of God. * Meet
God on a threshing-floor!” Why not ? It may be a thousand times
more sacred than many a chancel ; for there simple minds are likely to
pay their homage in hearty truthfulness, while in the other the artificial-
ness of the place may foster formality. God has met with man in a
dungeon, in a cave, in a whale’s belly. When you have displayed all
your skill in architecture, can you secure any more of the Divine
presence than the disciples had in the upper room ? Can you get as
much of it ? A tasteful building may be a way of showing your pious
regard for the Lord, and so far it may be justifiable and acceptable ;
but take care that you do not regard it as essential, or even important,
or you will make an idol of it. If the church or chapel be esteemed for
its form or tastefulness, it will become a mere exhibition of skill and
industry, and so be no more sacred than the house of a greedy mer-
chant, or the palace of a profligate prince. No chisel of mason, or
hammer of carpenter can build a holy place. Without either of these
& spot may be none other than the house of God, and the gate of
heaven. God chose a threshing-floor for his audience with David, just
as aforetime he had chosen to reveal himself in a bush to Moses. His
presence had been glorious on the sandy floor of the wilderness, in the
midst of the curtains of goats’ hair ; and now it was gracious among the
sheaves and the oxen. How can he that filleth all things care about a
house which is made with hands? You know how curtly Stephen dis-
misses even Solomon’s Temple with a word—¢“but Solomon built him a
house. Howbeit, the Most High dwelleth not in temples made with
hands.” What was that golden fane to the Infinite Majesty? Is nob
his own Creation sublimer far? No arch can compare with the azure
of heaven, no lamps can rival the sun and moon, no masonry can equal
that city whose twelve foundations are of precious stones. Thus saith
the Lord by the prophet : “ Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my
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footstool : where is the house that ye build unto me? and where is the
place of my rest? TFor all those things hath mine hand made.” Where-
fore, then, should he not choose the hill whereon Ornan had made a
hardened floor whereon to thresh his corn ? At any rate that was the
Lord’s meeting-place with David, his audience chamber with the suppliant
king ; as if to show that he careth not for tabernacles or temples, but by
his own presence makes that place glorious wherein he reveals himself.

Moreover, it was @ place of ordinary toil,—not merely a floor, but a
threshing-floor in present use, with oxen present, and all the imple-
ments of husbandry ready to hand. - It was so ordinary, and so every-
day a place, that none could have been more so: as if the Lord would
say to us, “ I will meet you anywhere ; I will be with you in the house
and in the field ; I will speak with you when you till the ground, when
you thresh your corn, when you eat your bread.” Every place is holy
where a holy heart is found. This ought to gladden the solitude of
godly men. God is with you, therefore be of good cheer. If you are
on board ship, or if you are wandering in the woods, or are banished to
the ends of the earth, or are shut out from the Sabbath assemblies of
God’s house, yet

“Where’er you seek him he is found,
And every place is hallowed ground.”

On the threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite did God meet with David,
and in your workroom, at your. bench, or upon your bed, or behind the
hedge, or in the corner of a railway carriage, the Lord will hear you, and
commune with you.

My heart rejoices when I think that this was not only a very un-
adorned place, and one that was given up to common uses, but it was
also 4n the possession of a Jebusite. The Jebusites were among the nations
doomed for their iniquities ; they were aliens from the commoniwealth
of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise; and this vast
rock on which the Temple is to stand, beautiful for situation, the joy
of the whole earth, belongs at first to one of the accursed seed of
Canaan. Herein the Lord showeth that he is no respecter of persons;
he would meet the king, not on the land of an Israelite, but on the
threshing-floor of a Jebusite. The Jews wrapped themselves up within
themselves, and said, * The temple of the Lord ; the temple of the
Lord are we”: but the Lord secmed to rebuke their national pride by
saying, “And your Temple is built upon the threshing-floor of a Jebusite.”
If'they would but have remembered this, the Jews might in our Lord’s day
have been more tolerant of the conversion of the Gentiles to God. More-
over, Gentile blood flowed in the veins of that very king who established
their empire, and who wasnow prostrate before his God, interceding for
Jerusalem. Remember Ruth, and whence she came. She put her trust
under the wings of Jehovah, God of Israel, and became the great-
grandmother of David. David never seemed to forget that fact, for
his psalms are full of far-reaching desires and good wishes for all the
peoples of the earth. Remember his words : * Let the whole earth
be filled with his glory; Amen, and Amen. The prayers of David
the son of Jesse are ended.” He looks back upon his birth, as the
son of Jesse and the great-grandson of Ruth, and a large heart
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beats within his breast, desiring that Jehovah may be the God of
the whole earth. Let us, therefore, not consider our own peculiar
nationality or condition, or rank among men, as if salvation came
by natural descent. The blood of fallen Adam is in the veins of every
man, and there is neither Jew nor Gentile in Christ Jesus. If you
happen to have been born of parents who did not train you in the fear
of God, yet do not despond; for as the Temple was built upon the
threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite, so shall the great God dwell in
your heart though your fathers knew him not. Say thou in thy sonl,
“The Lord shall have a dwelling within my heart, Jebusite though I be.”

Once more, there was one matter in reference to Ornan’s threshing-
floor which it would be well to mention: before it could be used i kad
fo be bought with money. I frequently meet with impossibly spiritual
people who hate the mention of money in connection with the worship of
God. The clatter of a collection jars upon their sublime feelings. Tha
mention of money in connection with the worship of God is more dread-
ful to them than it is to God himself; for he saith, “Thou hast bought
me no sweeb cane with money” ; and again, “ None shall appear before
me empty.” To these pious persons money saved and hoarded is
abundantly pleasant ; their only objection is to giving it. In this they
somewhat differ from David, who paid to Ornan for the place six hundred
shekels of gold by weight. Before he would offer a sacrifice he paid
down fifty shekels of earnest money ; for he said, “I will not offer burnt
offerings unto Jehovah my God of that which doth cost me nothing.”
It is a very curious thing, is it not? that one man should show his
spirituality by his liberality, and another should pretend to do it by the
reverse method. In connection with all true worship of God in the olden
times there was always the offertory, and frequently the sound of gold or
silver. Beneath the drawn sword of the avenging angel money is given,
and land is bought. The solemnity of the transaction is not marred
thereby. Yet there was no absolute need for money, since Ornan said,
“Take it to thee, and let my lord the king do that which is good in his
eyes: lo, I give thee the oxen also for burnt offerings, and the threshing
instruments for wood, and the wheat for the meat offering ; I giveitall.”
David cannot endure to worship ab another man’s expense, and he
answers “ Nay; but I will verily buy it for the full price.” That re-
ligion which costs a man nothing is usually worth nothing. Under the
old dispensation, when men went up to worship God, it was with a bullock
or with a lamb ; even the poorest brought at least a pair of turtle doves,
or two young pigeons. Do you think that this bringing of cattle and birds
into the sanctuary would spoil your spirituality ? ~ It would do so if you
have no spirituality ; but if you have grace in your heart, your spiritnality
will choose just such a practical way in which to show itself, Some
men’s godliness is a thin, misty, ghostly, ghastly nothing : true adora-
tion is a thing of substance, and of truth. The highest act of adoration
that was ever paid on earth was when that woman, whose name is to be
mentioned wherever this gospel is preached, emptied upon the head of
our blessed Lord an alabaster box of precions nard. That gift was
known to have cost her at least five hundred pence. It might have been
sold for much, but the costliness of the perfume entered into the very
essence of the act in the mind of the holy and grateful woman. The






