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““Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this uncircumecised Philistine
shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God. David
said moreover, The Lord that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the
paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine.””—1 Sam., xvii.
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Davip had lived with God. Throughout many a solitary day he had
kept his father’s flock among the lone hills of Judah, and had worshipped
the Unseen but Ever-present Lord. He had grown into an adoring
familiarity with the Most High, so that to him the name of the one
only living and true God was a deep and solemn joy. Asyoumay have
spied far up among the ramparts of the mountains a solitary lake, whose
one office it is to mirror the face of heaven, so had David’s hallowed life
become the reflection of the light and glory of the Lord of hosts. It
had not occurred to him in his meditations that base men would dare
to challenge the infinite majesty of God, or that proud adversaries would
come forward and defy the chosen people of the Most High ; and now
that he hears the defiance and beholds the challenge, all his blood is up.
He starts! A holyrage is upon him! Yes, it is true; he hears Jehovah
blasphemed! How can it be ? The youth’s holy soul is undergoing a
new experience, he is bringing his whole life to bear upon it ; he reaches
the conclusion that as bears and lions die when they meddle with sheep,
so must Goliath fall now that he dares to attack the Lord and his
eople.
P V{)’hen David finds himself in the camp, and when he hears Goliath
of Gath pouring forth his blasphemies against Jehovah, and defying
Jehovah’s people, he has no thought of having been mistaken in his
former lofty adoration, he entertains no notion of adopting a lower style ;
but he inwardly burns with indignation against the infamous reviler,
An insult againgt God cannot be allowed. This abominable blasphemer
must be silenced. Somebody must put him down, and so dispose of him
that none shall ever dare again to do the like. David enquires whether
somebody or other is not going to batter the brazen champion. If any
man in the camp will meet this huge man-mountain, David will not

stand in his way ; he is not so covetous of glory as to deprive a more
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deserving person of these huge materials for renown. But it is im-
perative that some hand should silence that hillock of proud flesh. It
is driven in upon David’s devout heart that this blasphemous mouth
must be shut, and God’s name and God’s people must be clear of such a
brutal enemy.

About the stilling of this enemy and avenger David has no enquiry to
make. It is going to be done, done soon, and done without any par-
ticular display.  When he kept his sheep and the lion came, David
did not raise the question whether he could kill the lion: he killed
him, and then the question was settled. ~When the bear came, and
was about to rob him of one of his lambs, he did not say to
himself, “Have I a call to kill that bear?” Not he; but he
killed him, and then he knew he was called to do it. He feels
within him at this moment, “If nobody else will deal with this
Philistine difficulty, I must do so ; for I cannot live and see God opposed.
Jehovah is all in all, and beside him there is none else: he can puat an
end to an opponent with a word ; it must not be that he shall be insulted
continually after this fashion. I feel an impulse upon me. This
Philistine has defied the armies of the living God, and down he shall
come.” And so, yielding to the diviner impulses by which the traly
great are led, David puts himself forward to stand in single combat
with an enormous giant. Observe a stripling set over against a son of
Anak: but when you have made the observation be sure to note that
the stripling by no means asks your sympathy, or appeals to your pity.
It sometimes happens that a tremor will come over a man when he feeis
that he has stepped out of the ranks, and come forward without any call
from his fellow-men,—when he feels that he has taken up Jehovah’s
quarrel, and constituted himself the champion of the Most High. If he
is not quite sure about his commission, and if he is not quite sure that
God is with him, he will soon repent his own temerity, and make an
ignominious retreat. In David’s case there is no flush of excitement,
no fierce light of eyes lit up with a semi-madness. Evidently he is
quite at home, and has the entire business well in hand. He tells us
why he is so bravely venturesome. It is well worth our while to
see what made David so strong and confident ; for, if it has never
occurred to us hitherto, it may yet occur that we shall be called out to
do some deed of daring for the Lord. Come, let us learn how to be
Davids should a voice call us from among the sheepfolds, I wish that
young men here would aspire to brave lives for the God of Israel. I
would that for truth, and goodness, and the eternal glory, they would
be ready to rise to the measure of their destined hour. Why should
we all be mean men? Is there not room for a few downright devoted
beings, who will lift their hand unto the Lord, and never go back? If
self-sacrifice is wanted, let us make it. If some one is needed fora
heathen land, or to bear testimony for truth in this almost apostate nation,
let us cry, “ Here am I! Send me!” God’s David will not,hang back
through cowardly fear or dread of consequences, but will take up his
place as God shall help him, and say, like Martin Luther, “I can do no
other : 80 help me, O my God.”

We shall see what made David so calm and self-possessed as to
venture where nobody else would venture, and take up the gauntlet
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and dare to be the champion of the living God. Oh, souls that dwell
apart, and wear each one a lone star upon his brow, here are kindred
flames for you!

The first head will be, #he confidence of David, and when I have
spoken upon that, as God shall help me, we will then consider, for a
little time, David as the type of the great Son of Dawid, and think about
that confidence which we ought to repose in him.

First, THE CONFIDENCE OF DAviD. He does not go to this battle
with any kind of hesitation, calculation, or question of fear, but he is
quite sure of the result, and proceeds about it with a quiet reserve of
force. One would have thought that he himself was a colossal presence,
and that the person to be assailed was some pigmy, for he talks with
such calm assurance,—‘Let no man’s heart fail him. Thy servant
will fight with this uncircumcised Philistine.” It would have been
fearful brag if it had not been simple matter of fact.

1. The confidence of Dawid, in the first place, was grounded upon his
own personal experience. Beloved, if you would display strong con-
fidence in God, firm, calm, steady, you must look in large measure to
the experience you have had of the goodness and faithfulness of God.
The Lord in mercy often keeps young beginners from those severe and
heavy trials which befall the more advanced, because to them this
fountain of strength, namely, a profound personal experience, is not yet
accessible, except in rare instances. The young have not as yet ob-
tained much experience of the things of God ; but those who have been
led onward in the divine life a certain distance have tried and proved
the promises, and the promise-keeping power and faithfulness of God,
and they can draw from this well with the highest results.

But, beloved, I would have you remember that experience does not
come to people if they sit quite still. When David was young in years
he was old in experience, because he had watched the hand of the Lord
in its dealings with him. He had not been an idler among the hills,
but a worshipper, a worker, a student, a practical, living man of God.
You must go and meeb an experience if that experjence is to bring you
riches in both its hands. I mean this, David’s experience was that God
delivered him out of the jaw of the lion, but he went and fought that
lion; by his own dauntless valour he took the lamb out of his mouth,
and he laid hold upon his jaws, and rent him in pieces. David went
forth to meet that experience. And the bear—that came to David,
certainly; but then he did not sit still and watch the bear, and let it
come and roar, and ravin, and then retreat as it liked; but he struggled
with that bear, and he slew him, and thus he gained his experience by
the active discharge of his duty as a shepherd. He did what he was
called upon to do with holy daring, and in so doing he learned the faith-
fulness of God. Many men have lions and bears, but no experience.
Be alive, and get something out of all that happens around you.

You younger Christian men and women, I do pray you be faithful to
your God ; and put your trust in him. Try to do in your earliest days
brave things, because in this manner you will be gaining and storing up an
experience which will make you strong in after days to attempt yet more
for God. Ilong to see a better race than the present, and how shall
that be prepared but among the brave and loyal-hearted youth of
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to-day ? Do you not know the way in which God rewards his faithful
servants here on earth ?  He does it usually by enabling them to do in
the future something more than they have done before. You have foucht
in that battle. Take this as your reward,—you shall fight again to-
morrow. You have achieved a second victory ? Take this as your
guerdon : you shall be led to a still sterner fight. Oh, you who have
frowned down the face of death, and have bearded destruction in its own
den, you shall lead a second forlorn hope, and pluck victory from the
bloody brows of battle. You shall be among the choice warriors of the
King, first in every fray. Some, perhaps, may think this a small reward
but this shows that their hearts are not yet raised into the lordlier
chivalry, nor sworn into the innermost love of the great King. When
the heart is wholly given up to Christ, our one desire is that we may
glorify him.

Therefore, I would have you take care and kill your lions, and kill
your bears, that you may store up your experiences, and be able to kill
your Philistines.  If David had not killed the first lion and bear, he
would not have been able to meet any other ferocious creatures. There
is any quantity of them about ; but no one but brave David had
specially cultivated their acquaintance : I say there is plenty of the raw
material of experience about, only people do not go in for it. These
evil creatures are up and down, all over the place, lions of one kind and
bears of another, tearing or roaring, howling or hugging, drawing down
or tossing up—in every way trying to destroy us ; and if you be a born
hunter, you shall have ages of experience within the next twelve months.
Take care that you do it. Do not become constant idlers, and then
talk about Christian experience. Oh for true, deep, rich experience!
Some of you need it badly enough. What kind of experience will some
professors have when they come to be sixty or seventy years of age?
They never laboured in the Sunday School to teach a child, never
stood up to preach Christ, never penetrated a lodging-house, nor entered
a midnight-meeting to try and find out a wanderer for Jesus. These
have no experience : they are hollow as drums. They have done
nothing ; their spiritual life has been a blank. If a sharp trial should
come to them, upon what experience could they fall back ? They are
goldiers who have never smelt powder ! Warriors who faint at the sight
of blood! How shall they win eternal victory, who till this hour have
taken their ease, and declined the labour and the danger of the war?
I charge you, therefore, my beloved brethren and sisters, who know
the Lord, be up and in earnest to slay your lions and your bears, that you
may learn how to kill your Philistines : that is to say ;—serve God with
all your heart, and patiently bear the cross for his name’s sake, so that
when the time shall come for you to stand as a lone man for Christ,
you may do it gloriously, and may bring honour to your divine Leader.
As stands a rock in mid-ocean, bearing the full fury of the storm, so
may we, in strength derived from a long, happy, useful experience in
the past, be steadfast and unmovable, for the truth, and for the Cross.

That is our first note about David’s confidence—it comes from ex-
perience, and ours must do the same.

2. You will notice, secondly, that in his confidence there is a dlend-
ing of the human with the divine. Observe: “Thy servant slew both
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the lion and the bear, and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one
of them ”:—That is the human, ¢ David said moreover, The Lord that
delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear,
he will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine ”’:—That is the
divine side of it. In God’s word the car of truth runs on two rails of
paralle]l statement. A great many people want to pull up one of the
rails. They will not accept two sets of truth. ¢ Predestination and free
agency, do not agree,” so the modern Solomons assert. Who said, “they
do not agree”? They do agree as fully as two rails on the tram line ;
but some narrow spirits must set aside either the one or the other, they
cannot accept dofh. 'This has long been a puzzle on paper, but in prac-
tice it is ease itself. So here the practical action of the believer,
throwing his whole might into his Master’s service, perfectly well agrees
with his falling back upon the working of God, and knowing that it
is God that worketh all things for him. David’s slaying of the
lion and the bear and the Philistine is clear ; but God’s delivering
him out of the jaw of the lion, and the paw of the bear, and the
hand of the Philistine, is equally clear. Make it plain to your own
self. I believe that, when 1 preach, I ought to prepare and study my
sermon as if its success altogether depended upon me, but that, when
I am thus thoroughly furnished, I am to trust in God as much as if I had
done nothing at all. The same view should be taken of your life and
of your service for God. Work as if you were to be saved by your
works; and then trust Christ only, since it is only by faith in him
that you are capable of a single good work. Work for God with all
your might, as if you did it all; but then always remember that it
18 God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.”
How is that Philistine to be killed? ¢ By God,” says one. True; but
not without David. “ By David,” says another. Yes, but not without
God. Put the Lord on the march with David and you put the Philis-
tines into untimely graves. ~When David moves to the fight, God
being with him, off comes Goliath’s head. Nor champions’ heads,
nor demons’ helmets, can stand against the man of God. “The Lord of
hosts is with us ; the God of Jacob is our refuge.”

“Oh, but,” they say, “ Panl may plant, and Apollos may water,” and
yet nothing may come of it, for only God can give the increase. Where
is that in the Bible ? It is not there at all. The pure word is set to
another key. According to the Scriptures the text runs, “I have
planted, Apollos watered ; but God gave the increase”; when believing
people work, and follow up the work of the one with the service of the
other, working together in sacred unity, then God gives the increase. It
is not “ Paul may plant, and Apollos may water,” and they may do this
in confidence in God, yet they may be disappointed. Not at all. It is
not the Lord that is ever in question: we are the questionables. God
is never behindhand, though we often are. Do not say, “ David may
go with his sling, and David may go with his stone.” No, but it David
goes with his sling and stone, in the name of the Lord of hosts, nothing
can defend Goliath’s forehead. He is bound to fall on his face to the
earth. If you and I will go in the name of the Lord God of hosts to
do what he calls us to do, our work shall be done. We shall not invoke
that sacred name in vain, nor shall we be guarded and belted about with






