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““ And to know the love of Christ; which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled
with all the fulness of God.””—Ephesians iii. 19.
THIS is a part of Paul’s prayer for the Ephesian believers. It is the
closing clause and consummation of it. It mentions the grandest boon
for which he prayed. His prayer was like that ladder which Jacob saw,
the top whereof did reach to heaven and God, and the apostle at the
foot of it was nob asleep, but looking up with eager eyes, and marking
each rising round of light. Be it ours by sweet experience to ascend
that staircase of light. May the Holy Ghost reveal it to us even now!

You must begin to read at the fourteenth verse. “For this cause I
bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom
the whole family in heaven and earth is named, tha/”—this is one rung
of the ladder. “That he would grant you, according to the riches of
his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner
man ; that”—here comes the second rang: one step helps you to reach
the next; you are strengthened that you may rise higher and enjoy a
further privilege. ¢ That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith ;
that”—this is the third rung. Ob, that the Holy Ghost may help you
at once to take a firm footing upon it! ¢ That ye, being rooted and
grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the
breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of
Christ, which passeth knowledge.” Surely we are at the top of the
ladder now, are we not? What a height! How glorious iz the view!
How solid the standing! How exhilarating the sense of communion
with all saints and with the Lord of saints! Yet this is not the top
of it. Here is another step—*that ye might be filled with all the
fulness of God.”

You see that the prayer begins with the gracious petition that we may
be strengthened—* strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner
man, according to the riches of his glory ;™ the object being, that Christ
may dwell in our hearts by faith. Before the Lord can dwell in us we
must be strengthened—mentally and spiritually strengthened. To
entertNain the high and holy One—to receive into our soul the indwelling

0. 1,755,



636 METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE PULPIT.

Christ—it is necessary that the temple be strengthened, that there be
more power put into every pillar and into every stone of the edifice. It
i8 taken for granted that we have already been washed and cleansed, and
so made fit for Christ to come and dwell within us. But we need also
to be strengthened ; for, unless we become stronger in all spiritual life,
how is Christ to dwell in our hearts by faith? Unless we become
stronger in love, and in all the graces of the Spirit, how, can we worthily
entertain such a guest as the Lord Jesus? Ay, and we even need that
our spiritual perception should be strengthened, that we may be able to
know bim when he does come and dwell in us.  We need that our spirit
should be elevated and lifted into a higher condition than as yet it has
known, in order that we may be on a platform whereon we can have
communion with Christ, and may, by a heavenly culargement of mind
and heart, be made able to the full to entertain the Lord of glory. We
must be strengthened into stability of mind, that so Christ may dwell,
abide, reside in our hearts by faith. Oh, brethren, everything has to be
done for us; for, even when we are made clean enough for Christ to
enter us, we are not strong enough. FEven when the Lord has taken
away the defilement, so that no longer “ sin lieth at the door” to shut
him out, yet even then we are too feeble to entertain so great a guest.
‘We should be like Peter, who, when Christ came into his boabt and
filled it with fish, was too feeble to reeeive him, and therefore cried out in
an agony of weakness, “Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O
Lord.” Oh,” says one, “1 should never say that.” I do not know,
brother. If the Lord were to favour you with such divine manifesta-
tions as he has given to the stronger saints, you might be overcome,
and swoon with inward faintness, almost desiring that Christ would
not draw so near to you. If the Lord should appear to you in his glory
you would be afraid, and, like John in the Apocalypse, fall at his feet
as dead. You need to be strengthened ; for how else could you endure
the vision of his splendour? the divine excitement of his infinite love?
Paul, therefore, begins his requests for the Ephesians with a prayer for
more strength for their inner man. Let us pray it to-night—“0 Holy
Spirit, strengthen my feeble mind, that I may be able to receive more
of my Lord. Give me more capacity ; give me a clearer perception ;
give me a better memory ; give me an intenser affection ; give me a
Targer faith.” This is the first prayer—that you may be strengthened
according to the riches of his glory, with might by his Spirit in the
inner man. Be eager for this; plead now with all your hearts for me
and for yourselves, that we may all be strengthened by the power of
the Spirit of our God.

Now, having stood on the first step of the ladder, Paul goes on to
pray that, when we are strengthened, we may be unabiled: that Christ
may dwell in our hearts by faith. When the house is ready to receive
him, and strong enough for such a wondrous inhabitant, may Jesus
come, nob to look about him as he did when he went into the temple—
for we read that he looked round about him with indignation, and did
not remain there,—but may he come on purpose to abide with us ; not
to tarry for a night and give us some transienc visits of his love, sweet
as that would be, but “that Christ may dwell in our hearts by faith.
This will make you living temples for the indwelling Lord. Oh, but
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this is a great prayer; and when you are strengthened to receive so
gacred a boon, may the Lord fulfil it to you till your communion with
Christ shall be constant all the while you are awake, and when you
wake in the night may you still be with him, being even now *for
ever with the Lord.” I pray that you may no longer envy the disciples
in their walk to Emmaus, as though they were the most privileged of
all mankind because they had one walk with Jesus; but may your
fellowship be such that you entertain the Saviour day and night—
going, may you take him where you go, and staying, find him where «
you stay. May you have his perpetual, unclonded presence with you,
being strengthened up to that mark; for it is not every man that is
capable of it. Oh, brethren, you must aspire to the power of grace at
its full, being strengthened by the Spirit of God until Christ shall reside
in your hearts by faith; that you may see him ever within you, having
so clear a view of what Jesus is, and what he has done, that you may
never again be vexed with doubts concerning him or his word. May
you have such familiar intercourse with him that you may believe him
implicitly, and never dream of distrusting him. As a child lies on its
mother’s bosom, so may you rest upon the love of Christ, leaning all
your weight upon him. May you never have to inquire for your Well-
beloved, but know that he abides within you, as surely as your heart
remains in living energy witkin your body. Be not afraid to ask, and
scek, and believe for this; the ladder is meant to be climbed; this
experience is attainable: Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith.
This second step of the ladder is woith reaching. Rise to it, ye
struggling believers! The Lord bring us all to it by the Holy Ghost!
And when we climb thus far, what next? This third step is a broad
one, and it has three parts to it. Its first part is establishment,— That
ye, being rooted and grounded in love.” When you are strengthened,
and when Jesus dwells in your heart, then you are no longer * carried
abont with cvery wind of doctrine,” but you are rooted, like a cedar in
Lebanon which receives but recks not of the stormy wind. You are no .
longer upset by doubts and fears, as a bowing wall is thrown over by a
breeze ; for you are grounded, like a well-built house, settled on its rocky
foundation. Your wall has made its last settlement, and has settled
down upon the eternal foundation which can never be removed, “Jesus
Christ, the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.,” No man attains °
to this rooted and grounded state unless Christ dwells in hisheart., The
indwelling is needful to the fixity of the house; but he that has Jesus
dwelling in him langhs to scorn the whimsies and fancies which men
call philosophies. He knowsnothing about “advanced thought,” for by
the grace of God he has advanced as far as he wants to advance, since
he has come to live in Christ and Christ has come to live in him.
What is there beyond this as to firmness of basis and foundation? If
there be anything beyond this, we do not know it, nor want to know it.
We are perfectly content and satisfied to remain with the love of Christ
abiding in our souls,—*that Christ may dwell in our hearts, that we
may be rooted and grounded in love.” For, oh! when the heart gets
grounded in love—when it loves Christ and feels the love of Christ
shed abroad in it by the Holy Ghost, it says, “ Whither do ye invite
me? To what fair havens could I sail? With what do you tempt me?
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What can be sweeter under heaven or in heaven than that which I
now enjoy, namely, the love of an indwelling Christ? Oh, evil sirens,
you sing to me in vain! You might sooner tempt the angels in heaven
to descend to hell than persuade my spirit to leave my Beloved who
dwells in me and lives in me, and who has grounded and settled me
in a deep sense of his eternal love.”

Side by side with this very blessed establishment in the faith, for
which I would bow my knee, as Paul did for the Ephesians, that you
may all have it, comes a comprehension of divine love. How anxiously
do I desire your firm settlement in the truth, for this is an age which
needs rooted and grounded saints: this is a time when men need
to be confirmed in the present truth and to hold it as with an iron
hand. Side by side with that, however, we would have you receive. this
farther blessing, namely, a comprehension of the love of Christ: ““that
ye may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and
length, and depth, and height;” that yon may have no crude idea, but
a clear and definite understanding of what the love of Christ is to
you. As an arithmetician makes calculatious and arrives at clear ideas,
as a mechanic cubes a quantity and takes its length, and depth, and
height, so may the Lord Jesus Christ’s love be to you no mire an airy
dream, but a substantial fact, about which you know distinctly, being
taught of the living God by the Holy Spirit. You know that Christ’s
love is an eternal love, without beginning; an everlasting love, without
end; a love that knows no bound; a love that never lessens and
cannot be increased; a love that burns freely in his heart towards
you as an unworthy, undeserving sinner; a love which led him to live
for you in human nature, and to die for you in his own body on the
tree; a love which made him stand spousor, surety, and substitute for
you, and led him to bear your load of sin, and die while doing so, and
bury that sin of yowrs in a sepulchre ont of which it never shall rise.
You know that it is a love which made him rise again, and mount the
heavens, and sit at the right hand of God, still doing all for you,—living,
that you may live; pleading, that you may be preserved ; preparing
heaven, that you may come there to dwell with him, and intending to
come by and by that he may receive you to himself, that where he is,
there you may be also. Oh, beloved, this is a delightful thing: first, to
be strengthened, then to have Christ dwelling in you, and then to begin
to know the measure of his unmeasurable love. 'This is to be taught of
God, when you are able to speak of height, depth, length, breadth, and
s0 see the Saviour’s love to be a tangible, real, practical, efficient thing.
How blessed to comprehend that divine love which, after all, is in-
comprehensible! I know that some of you who have been lately con-
verted think thabt you know all about it ; but you do not; for I tell you
freely that some of us who have now kuown the Lord for a third of a
century must still confess that we have only coasted along the shore of
this great world of love, while into the centre of the bright continent
we have never yet been able to penetrate. I could introduce you to
friends who have been fifty years in Christ, and though they hold a
constant jubilee in the sense of his love, yet they will tell you that they
are only scholars on the lowest form, beginning to spell out the alpha-
bet of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. You do not know what lies






