Stletropolitan @abernacle Qulpit,

THE TRIAL OF YOUR FAITH.

?( $¢rmuq

INTENDED FOR READING OoN LoORD’s-DAY, DECEMBER 2ND, 1888,

DELIVERED BY

C. H. SPURGEON,

AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTOX.

¢ The trial of your faith.””—1 Peter i. 7.

It is a great thing if any man can truthfully speak to you, my brother,
about ““your faith,” for all men have not faith, and wherever faith is
found, it is the token of divine favour. True faith is, in every case, of
the operation of the Spirit of God. Its nature is purifying, elevating,
heavenly. It is, of all things that can be cultivated in the human breast,
one of the most precious. It is called, ‘like precious faith,” and it
is styled ¢ the faith of God’s elect.” Wherever faith is found, it is
the sure mark of eternal election, the sign of a blessed condition,
the forecast of a heavenly destiny. It is the eye of the renewed soul,
the hand of the regenerated mind, the mouth of the new-born spirit.
It is the evidence of spiritual life: it is the mainspring of holiness:
it is the foundation of delight: it is the prophecy of glory: it is the
dawn of endless knowledge. If thou hast faith, thou hast infinitely
more than he who has all the world, and yet is destitute of faith.
To him that believeth it is said, ¢ All things are yours.” Faith is
the assurance of sonship, the pledge of inheritance, the grasp of
boundless possession, the perception of the invisible. Within thy
faith there lies glory, even as the oak sleeps within the acorn. If
thou hast faith, thou needest not ask for much more, save that thy
faith may grow exceedingly, and that all the promises which are
made to it may be known and grasped by thee. Time would fail me
to tell of the powers, the privileges, the possessions, and the prospects
of faith. He that hath it is blessed; for he pleases God, he is
justified before the throne of holiness, he hath full access to the
;h.rone of grace, and he has the preparation for reigning with Christ
or ever.

So far everything is delightful. But then comes in this word,
which somewhat startles, and, if we are cowardly, may also frighten
—*The trial of your faith.” See you the thorn which grows with
this rose! You cannot gather the fragrant flower without its rough
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companion. You cannot possess the faith without experiencing the
trial ; nor eat the lamb without the bitter herbs. These two things are
put together—faith and trial; and it is of that trial of your faith that
I am going to speak at this time, as God shall help me. It may be,
my brother, that words said at this good hour shall comfort you while
you undergo the sorer trial of your faith. May the Holy Spirit, who
nurtures faith, and preserves and perfects it under its trial, help our
thoughts at this hour!

I And, first, let me say of it, YOUR FAITH WILL BE TRIED SURELY.
You may rest assured of that. A man may have faith, and be for the
present without trial ; but no man ever had faith, and was all his life
without trial. That could not—must not be; for faith, in the very
nature of ¢t, implies a degree of trial. I believe the promise of God.
So far my faith is tried in believing the promise, in waiting for the
fulfilment of the promise, in holding on to an assurance of that pro-
mise while it is delayed, and in continuing to expect the promise, and
to act upon it until it is in all points fulfilled to me. I do not see
how that can be faith at all which is not tried by its own exercise.
Take the very happiest and smoothest lives; there must, at any rate,
be the trial of faith in taking the promise and pleading it before God
in prayer, and expecting the fulfilment of it. Be not mistaken. God
never gave us faith to play with. Itis a sword, but it was not made for
presentation on a gala day, nor to be worn on state occasions only, nor
to be exhibited upon a parade ground. It is a sword that was meant
to cut and wound and slay; and he that has it girt about him may
expect, between here and heaven, that he shall know what battle
means. Faith is a sound sea-going vessel, and was not meant to lie in
dock and perish of dry rot. To whom God has given faith, it is as
though one gave a lantern to his friend because he expected it to be
dark on his way home. The very gift of faith is a hint to you that
you will want it; that at certain points and places you will especially
require it, and that, at all points, and in every place, you will really
need it. You cannot live without faith : for again and again we are
told—*¢the just shall live by faith.” Believing is our living, and we,
therefore, need it always. And if God give thee great faith, my
dear brother, thou must expect great trials; for, in proportion as thy
faith shall grow, thou wilt have to do more, and endure more. Little
boats may keep close to shore, as becomes little boats; but if God
make thee a great vessel, and load thee with a rich freight, he means
that thou shouldest know what great billows are, and should feel their
fury till thou seest ¢ his wonders in the deep.” That God, who has
made nothing in vain, especially makes nothing in the spiritual
kingdom in vain; and if he makes faith, it is with the design that
it should be used to the utmost and exercised to the full.

Expect trial, also, because trial is the very element of faith. TFaith
is a salamander that lives in the fire, & star which moves in a lofty
sphere, a diamond which bores its way through the rock. Faith
without trial is like a diamond uncut, the brilliance of which has
never been seen. Untried faith is such little faith that some have
thought it no faith at all. 'What a fish would be without water, or a
bird without air, that would be faith without trial. If thou hast faith,
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thou mayest surely expect that thy faith will be tested: the great
Keeper of the treasures admits no coin to his coffers without testing.
It is so in the nature of faith, and so in the order of its living: it
thrives not, save in such weather as might seem to threaten its death.

Indeed, ¢ 4s the honour of faith to be tried. Shall any man say, “I
have faith, but I have never had to believe under difficulties”? Who
knows whether thou hast any faith? Shall a man say, ‘I have great
faith in God, but I have never had to use it in anything more than
the ordinary affairs of life, where I could probably have done without
it as well as with it” ? Is this to the honour and praise of thy
faith? Dost thou think that such a faith as this will bring any great
glory to God, or bring to thee any great reward ? If so, thou art
mightily mistaken. He that has tested God, and whom God has tested,
is the man that shall have it said of him, ¢ Well done, thou good and
faithful servant.” Had Abraham stopped in Ur of the Chaldees with
his friends, and rested there, and enjoyed himself, where had been his
faith ? He had God’s command to quit his country to go to a land
which he had never seen, to sojourn there with God as a stranger,
dwelling in tents ; and in his obedience to that call his faith began to
be illustrious. Where had been the glory of his faith, if it had not
been called to brave and self-denying deeds? Would he ever have
risen to that supreme height, to be ¢ the Father of the faithful,” if he
had not grown old, and his body dead, and yet he had believed that
God would give him seed of his aged wife Sarah, according to the
promise ? It was blessed faith that made him feel that nothing was
impossible to God. If Isaac had been born to him in the days of his
strength, where had been his faith ? And when it came to that severer
test, “ Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and
offer him for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will
tell thee of”’—when he rose up early, and clave the wood, and took his
son, and went three days’ journey, setting his face like a flint to obey
the command of God; and when at last he drew the knife, in faithful
obedience to the divine command, then was his faith confessed, com-
mended, and crowned. Then the Lord said, ‘“ Now I know”; as if,
even to God, the best evidence of Abraham’s faith had then been
displayed, when he staggered not at the promise through unbelief,
reckoning that God could restore Isaac from the dead if need be, but
that it was his to obey the supreme command, and trust all conse-
quences with God, who could not lie. Herein his faith won great
renown, and he became ¢ the Father of the faithful,” because he was
the most tried of believers, and yet surpassed them all in childlike
belief in his God. If God, then, has given to any one of us a faith
which is honourable and precious, it has full surely been submitted
to its own due measure of trial; and if it is to be still more precious,
it has yet more trials to endure.

‘We remember also two reasons for the trial of faith. The trial of
your faith is sent fo prove its sincerity. If it will not stand trial, what
is the good of it? That gold which dissolves in the furnace, and dis-
appears amid the flame, is not the gold which shall be current with
the merchant; and that faith of thine, which is no sooner tried than
straightway it evaporates, art thou not well rid of it? Of what use
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would it be to thee in the hour of death, and in the day of judgment?
No; thou canst not be sure that thy faith is true faith till it is tried
faith. Thou canst not be certain that it is worth having till it has
been fitly tested, and brought to the touchstone of trial.

It must also be tested fo prove its strength. "'We sometimes fancy
that we have strong faith when, indeed, our faith is very weak; and
how are we to know whether it be weak or strong till it be tried? A
man that should lie in bed week after week, and perhaps get the idle
whim into his head that he was very strong, would be pretty cer-
tain to be mistaken. It is only when he sets about work requiring
muscular strength that he will discover how strong or how weak he
is. God would not have us form a wrong estimate of ourselves. He
loves not that we should say that we are rich and increased in goods,
and have need of nothing, when we are the reverse; and therefore
he sends to us the trial of our faith that we may understand how
strong or how weak it is.

And besides that, dear friends, the trial of our faith vs necessary to
remove ts dross, There are many accretions of sordid matter about our
purest graces. We are apt ourselves to add to the bulk of our graces
without adding to the real value of them. We mistake quantity for
quality; and a great deal of what we think we have of Christian
experience, and Christian knowledge, and Christian zeal, and Christian
patience, is only the supposition that we have these graces, and not the
real possession of them. So the fire grows fiercer, and the mass grows
smaller than it was before. Is there any loss therein? I trow not.
The gold loses nothing by the removal of its dross, and our faith loses
nothing by the dissipation of its apparent force. Faith may apparently
lose, but it actually gains. It may seem to be diminished, but it is
not truly diminished. All is there that was worth having. ¢ Why, a
week ago,” says one, “I used to sing, and think that I had the full
assurance of faith; and now I can scarcely tell whether I am one of
God’s people or not.”” Now, you know how much faith you really
possess. You can now tell how much was solid, and how much was
sham ; for had that which has failed you been real faith, it would not
have been consumed by any trial through which it has passed. You
have lost the froth from the top of the cup, but all that was really
worth having is still there. It must be so, for as faith is not born of
earthly things, neither can earthly things kill it, nor even take from it
one true particle.

Understand, then, dear friends, that for many necessary purposes
there is a needs be for trial. Peter sayshere, “If need be” that there
should be a trial of your faith. You will get that trial, because God,
in his wisdom, will give faith what faith needs. Do not be anxious to
enter into trial. Do not fret if temptation does not come just now.
You will have it time enough. Between the day of our new birth
and the day of our entering into our inheritance, we shall have quite
sufficient trial of our faith. We need not be uneasy if for a while we
are at ease, for there are months enough left to the year to give winter
its full measure of frosts and storms.

II. Now, secondly, YOUR FAITH WILL BE TRIED VARIOUSLY. The
trial of our faith does not come to all persons in the same way. There
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are some whose fuith is tried each day in their communion with God. They
pray this prayer: “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and
know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in me; and lead
me in the way everlasting.” That prayer is heard constantly ; the visita-
tions of the Lord are granted to them, and as the Lord comes, he tries
them ; for, believe me, there is no surer trial of our souls than the
drawing near of God to our souls. Apart from any outward afflictien,
that searching thought, that inward feeling, which is somewhat more
than thought; that holy, secret trembling, which comes upon our spirit
when God draws near, is God’s constant trial of our graces. If you
walk away from God, and live without fellowship with him, you may
retain in your heart much falsehood, and fancy that you are full of
spiritual gifts and graces; but if you draw near to God, and walk
with him, you will not be able to retain a false opinion of yourself.
Remember what the Lord is. Our God is a consuming fire. I have
often reminded you of the way in which people try to improve upon
the Scripture when they say, ¢ God out of Christ is a consuming fire.”
The Bible does not so speak. It says, ‘° For our God is a consuming
fire.” That is, God in Christ, who is our God, is a consuming fire;
and when his people live in him, the very presence of God consumes
in them their love of sin and all their pretentious graces, and fictitious
attainments, so that the false disappears, and only the true survives.
The presence of perfect holiness is killing to empty boastings and
hollow pretences. You need not ask for any of those various forms of
trial which God sends in the order of providence: you may rest quite
satisfied with his presence, as the most effectual purgation; for *his
fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor.”” Whenever
Jesus abides with us, ‘‘he shall sit as a refiner.” Whoever he may
leave alone in their defilement, “he will purify the sons of Levi.”
It is the Lord himself that will be as a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’
soap. Who may abide the day of his coming? Who that loves
holiness would wish to escape it? Our prayer should be—

¢ Refining fire go through my soul.”

Ay, let the devouring flame go through me, and through me yet again,
till this earthly grossness shall begin to disappear. As Moses soon
put his shoes off from his feet when he beheld God at the burning
bush, so shall we put off the superfluities of our supposed spiritual
experience, and come to the real, naked foot of truth, if we are per-
mitted to stand before God in accepted sincerity. Thus you see there
i a constant trial of our faith, even in that which is its greatest joy
and glory, namely its power to make us see the Lord.

But the Lord uses other methods with his servants. I believe that
ke frequently tries us by the blessings whick he sends ws. This is a fact
which is too much overlooked. When a man is permitted to grow
rich, what a trial of faith is hidden away in that condition! It is
one of the severest of providential tests! Where I have known one
man fail through poverty, I have known fifty men fail through riches.
When our friends get on in the world, and have a long stretch ot
prosperity, they should invite their brethren to offer special prayer for
them, that they may be preserved: for the thick clay is heavy stuff to






