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“ They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.”—Isaish xI. 31.

Human strength is of many kinds, but in any form it will spend itself in
due time. God can lend to men immense physical force ; but though a
man had the strength of alion and an ox eombined, he would one day fail.
The force of flesh must fade like the grass to which it is likened. Samson
sometimes becomes exhausted, and he is like to die of thirst, though he
has slain a thousand men ; yea more, he must ultimately die and his
mighty thews and tremendous muscles must yield to the worm and
return to the dust of death. Since even granite and iron yield to
constant wear and tear, assuredly man’s frail body cannot long be a
thing of strength.
*Our days a transient period run,

And change with every circling sun;

And while to lengthen’d years we trust,

Before the moth we sink to dust.”

Mental strength is a noble possession, but it also fails its owner, for at
best it is a finite power. The wisest of men by-and-by feel the infirmities
of age creeping upon them, and frequently present the sad spectacle of
second childhood. Death pays no regard to science or eloquence. The fool
dies, and as surely dies the senator, the philosopher, the divine. When
you take up the skull of a sage, you find no weight of wisdom there,
nor trace of all the curious movements of a potent brain. Knowledge,
genius, imagination, prophetic fire, all depart; even before death they
often fail. ~Baffled by mysteries, balked by prejudice, blinded by
priéie, the man of great understandimg may yet be driven to his wit’s
end.

So far as even spirifual strength is of the man, himself, so far as you
can conceive of it apart from the immediate operation of the Holy
Ghost, 1t also cannot be depended on. The most devout may grow
lakewarm, the strongest believer may doubt, the most sanctified may
backslide ; it is a heavenly strength, but so far as it is transfused into
our humanity and becomes a part of ourselves, it also may wax weak,
though, blessed be God, it can never utterly die,
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Every form of human strength must of necessity spend itself, for the
world of which it forms a part decays, and by-and-by, like a worn-out
vesture, the heavens and the earth shall be rolled up and put away.
Some signs of age the creatures show already, but the time will come
when their strength shall utterly fail. The reason is that all strength
apart from God is derived strength, and is consequently measarable ; yea,
apart from God it is not strength at all, and consequently must come to
an end. The river runs on and the brook fails not, because they come
from fountains that are not affected by drought; but cisterns are dried
and reservoirs fail, because they have no springing well at the bottom of
them ; and if the pipes which supply them cease to flow, they are soon
left dry as a threshing-floor. Pools which are not self-supplied are always
liable to be exhausted as the water is drained from them. Let every
man know therefore that whatever his strength may be, of body, mind,
or spirit, if it be his own it will fail him one day. Let him see to it
therefore that he does not trust it; especially that he does not trust it
with eternal hazards or rest upon it for his soul’s safety, for which it
never can beequal. It will be a horrible thing to be leaning and to find
your staff fail you when youn are on the edge of a measureless precipice.
It will be terrible to be building and to find your foundation washed
from under you, and all your handiwork carried away by the flood !
Yet so it must be if we are depending upon anything that comes of
ourselves. Our own righteousness, our own thoughts, our own religious-
ness, our own prayers, resolves, attainments, achievements,—everything
that is of ourselves must sooner or later prove themselves to be but
human, and over all things human it is best to write, * Vanity of
vanities, all is vanity.” Mingled with all things human there are
portions of that all-dissolving acid which fall upon man’s nature when
infinite justice said, “ Dust thou art, and unto dust shalb thou return.”

On the other hand, what a contrast there is as to divine strength !
That never fails. It seems almost a superfluity to say as much as that:
it abides in joyous fulness, never in the least diminished. With God
there are no years to make him decline with age, no labours to tax his
powers. With God our lives are but as the swing of the pendulum.
A thousand years in his sight are passed away as a watch in the night.
Millions of ages are nothing to him. He was God when as yeb this sun,
and moon, and all these stars slept in his thoughs like unborn forests in
an acorn cup ; and he will be God when all this brief creation shall melt
back to nothing as a moment’s foam dissolves into the wave that bore
it and is lost for aye. God changes not in any degree whatever: the
fountain of his almightiness still overflows. He made this world; no
doubt he has made thousands more ; and has still an undiminished power
to create. All the worldsthat we can see revolving in yonder sky are
perhaps as a single chamber in the mansion-house of creation: they
oceupy an insignificant corner behind the door, compared to other and
vaster worlds that he has made. But the glorious Lora 18 just as ready
to make more: he is still the same for ever and for ever. Inyour dire
necessity you may draw largely upon him, but you cannot exhaust him.
You may Lring your boundless wants and have them all supplied, but
you shall no more diminish his all-sufficiency than when an infant dips
his cup into the sea and leaves the sea brimming over upon ten thousand
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leagues of shore. Oh, the glory of the strength of God! I cannot
speak of it. I will not contrast it with the strength of man. It would
be to contrast everything with nothing, and infinity with non-existence.

What then ? These two things seem very far away—man with hig
faiutness, his strength gradually drying up: God with his eternity and
inexhaustible omnipotence. If we can bring these two together, if by
an act of faith you that are human can be linked with the divine, what
a wondrous thing will happen! Then the sacred words of the text will
be fulfilled and your strength will be renewed.  Apt as it is to dry up,
it will be renovated, freshened, filled up, increased, established. From
the eternal deep that lieth under—that deep of which Moses said that it
“coucheth beneath ”—from that measureless fountain shall you draw
strength which all eternity will not exhaust. You are weakness itself,
but if you are united to the divine strength you shall be infinitely strong.
The cipher is nothing, but with a unit before it it becomes ten. A man
is nothing, but with God in him he makes hell tremble.

Now that is just my text, “They that wait upon the Lord shall re-
new their strength.” If they are apart from God their strength will die
out ; but when they are linked to God, and wait upon God-for every-
thing, casting their nothingness upon his omnipotence, then shall they
find their strength renewed. With God in him though the man were
dead yet shall he live. Job says, “My bow was renewed in my hand.”
Grass cut down shall grow again when heaven’s dew shall quicken it.
The brook that was ready to dry up shall flow again when heaven
remembers it and unseals its treasures. The skies that burned like
brass shall be cooled with clouds again when the Lord thinks upon them.
When the heart drinks life from the heart of God, aud man is at one
with his Maker, then all is well.

“ From God, the overflowing spring,
Our souls shall drink a fresh supply ;
‘While those who trust their native strength
Shalt melt away and droop and die.”

I have now to speak from my text, jirst, wpon how a true church
may be described. “They that wait upou the Lord.” Secondly, upon
what such @ church needs : to renew its strength ; and, thirdly, how such
a church may renew s strength, and that is by waiting upon the Lord.
That which serves as a description ¢f true believers serves also as a direc-
tion fo true believers : They that wait upon the Lord are the men who
may mast hopefully be encouraged still to wait upon the Lord that their
strength may be renewed.

I. Tirst, then, here WE SEE HOW A TRUE CHURCH MAY BE DESCRIBED ;
“They that wait upon the Lord.”

A church such asa church ought to be, consists of men who depend wpon
the Lord alone, for waiting signifies dependence. Their hope is in God.
They rest in God’s righteousniess as their righteousness, and they receive
the great sacrifice provided by God to be their atonement and their
acceptance. No man is really a Christian who tinds his hope and con-
fidence within himself ; he must be looking out of himself to God in
Christ Jesus. It is absolutely esseutial that it should be so. He that
is God’s heloved is a believer in God ; that is to say, a troster in God, a



700 METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE PULPIT.

waiter upon God. His one sole confidence is in God his Saviour. This
being so with each individual, the whole church can sing,

“ Qur spirits look to God alone,
Our rock and refuge is his throne;
In all our fears, in all our straits
Our soul on his salvation waits.”

If Christians are what they ought to be, they depend upon God alone
in their church capacity. God’s word is their only creed : they do not
add to it anything whatever—no, not a sentence, a gloss, or'a thought.
They have greatly erred who look upon anything as the authoritative
standard of faith but God’s own word. I hear you say, “Do you not respect
the Thirty-nine Articles?”” However much or little I may respect them,
it makes no difference to the fact that the church of God is not bound
to any faith but that which God himself has revealed. * But the West-
minster Assembly’s Confession?” Tt must be treated in the same manner.
That summary of doctrine is very admirable ; but human creeds, as such,
have nothing on earth to do withme. The point I have to do with is this,
What does God say? What does his Word say ?  Within the covers of the
Bible you find all theology. Nothing outside of this Book is binding
on a Christian man as doctrine in the least degree whatever. The
Bible and the Bible alone is the religion of Christians. “To the law and
to the testimony : if they speak not uccording to this word, it is because
there is no light in them.” This word has life within it which rules
in the souls of the Lord’s elect. Blessed be the Spirit of God who dic-
tated it; we yield implicit faith to all that he has revealed, and to nothing
else. A true church of God will say, “We wait upon the Lord for
teaching: this word of the Lord is to us our infallible source of doctrine,
and that alone.” Those who wait upon the Lord for their creed shall
never need to give up their faith for something better, but they shall
renew their strength.

Faithful to her Lord in doctrine, a true church also waits upon
the Lord for grace, and has faith in the doctrines of grace as the testi-
mony with which she is to work. What am I to teach to my people if I
am a Christian minister ? If a church is rightly constituted, it says to
the pastor, “ Teach yon what God has tanght. Preach Christ crucified.
Preach not your own thonghts, nor notions of your own inventing, bub
what is revealed of God—preach you that, for 1t shall be the power of
God unto salvation.” I am always sorry when, in order to promote a
revival, false doctrine is preached. I will preach no false doctrine if I
know it—no, not to save the world. Of this [ am assured that, if the
truth will not save a man, a lie will not. If the bare unaltered trath
of God will not break a man’s heart, then it certainly will not break it
when it is rounded and toned down and made to look pretty so as to suib
the prevailing taste. No, a church that waits upon the Lord uses only
the doctrine of Scripture as its battle-axe and weapons of war. ]

A church that is waiting upon the Lord always knows where its
strength lies, namely, in its God. What is the power with which men
are to be converted ? Eloquence, say some. The church of God says,
“Not so. Not by might, nor by power, but by the Spirit of the Lord.
I solemnly believe that so much of human oratory as there is in a







