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C. H. SPURGEON,

DELIVERED AT THE MONTBLY MEETING OF THE LONDON BANKS’ PRAYER

UnioN, HELD AT THE EGYPTIAN HaLL, MansioN Housg, LONDON,
ON MoNDAY AFTERNOON, SEPTEMBER 28TH, 1885 ;

TeHE RieHT HON. THE LORD MAYOR, M.P., IXN THE CHAIR.

My Lo’p MAYOR AND GENTLEMEN,—I was asked to give an address
to the members of the Banks’ Prayer Union, and to others occupied
in banking; but I beg to warn you all that an address from me is very
like asermon. I am soin the habit of preaching, that almost of necessit;
my talk drops into sermon form. I have heard a story of a painter of
gsignboards in Harp Alley in the olden timmes which illustrates the force
of habit. An innkeeper selected an angel as the sign of his house, and
asked this knight of the brush to produce one: but the painter replied,
“You had better have a lion. I have been painting lions so long that
they are more in my line than angels.” Mine host answered that there
were three or four lions of different colours in the street already, and
that he must have an angel. “ Well,” said our artist, “ if you must have
an angel, you shall have an angel; but it will be dreadfully like a lion.”
Thus it comes to pass that when I am compelled to give an address it
is extremely like a sermon. I pray you have patience with e now
that I have confessed my weakness.

A philosopher has remarked that if a man knew that he had thirty
years of life before him, it would not be an unwise thing to spend
twenty of those years in mapping out a plan of living, and puttin
himself under rule; for he would do more with the ten Well-ﬂrrangeg
years than with the whole thirty if he spent them at random. There
i8 much truth in that saying. A man will do little by firing off his gun
if he has not learned to take aim.

Possibly I address myself to some who have hitherto lived at hap-

¢ This address has been a little lengthened in order to fill the usual number of pages.
It has also been revised sufficiently to make it read much the same as it was heard.
There were passages which depended 80 much upon the voice and tone that they could
not be reproduced in letter-press.
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hazard ; and if so, I invite them to a more hopeful method of living. To
have a great many aims and objects is much the same thing as having no
aim at all ; for if a man shoots at many things he will hit none, or none
worth the hitting. It is a grand thing to know what we are living for,
and to live for a worthy object with the undivided energy of our being.
Shall we, when the end comes, have made a success of life? Has our
object been aright one, and hasit been wisely pursued ? Are the resnlrs
of our conduct such as we shall wish them to have been when the con«
flict of this mortal life is over 7 These questions deserve consideration
at once.

Another question arises out of them—What position should religion
occupy n reference to a man’s life ? That is a question which naturally
arises in the arranging of life; for, whatever we chouse to think of it,
there is such a thing as religion in the world, and there is within us some
yearning after spiritual things. We cannot help feeling that we need
somewhat move than this visible world" can offer us. Many of us find
our greatest joy in the cultivation of that feeling, for it is to us the
token of our spiritual nature, and the prophecy of immortality. To us
this life is mainly worth the living because it promises to be the intro-
duction to a better life.

“ Alas for love, if thou wert all,
And nought beyond, O earth !”

Alas for life if this were all, and there were not a higher and better
state of existence! No knell would be more doleful than that which
siguified the death of man’s hope of immortality.

What position should religion occupy in your life and mine? The
snswer must depend very much upon another question—What is re-
ligion, and what does religion itself demand ? What are the require-
ments of the great God, and of the soul, and of eternity ? This question
has suggested to me the text upon which I shall speak this afternoon :

“ Seel; ye first the kingdom of God, und his righleousnsss ; and all thess
things shall be added untv you.”—Matthew vi. 33.

I shall not trespass beyond the appointed time. However prosy I may
be during the time allotted to me, I shall stop when the hour is complete.

HERE IS AN ACCOUNT OF WHAT TRUE RELIGION I8. According to the
words of Christ Jesus our Lord, it i8 “ the kingdom of God and his right-
eousness.” Just now I read to you a portion of Scripture, Matthew vi.
24—384 ; and I read it tg you, that you might note that oar text occurs
in the midst of a warning against undue anxiety. Undue anxiety is very
common among city men, and it is not rare anywhere. Certain of us
are nervous, timid, doubtful, and prone to fear. There are plenty of
pessimists about, although they will hardly recognize themselves by
that title. To them evil is always impending: we are about to take a
leap in the dark. All their birds are owls or ravens. All their swans
are black. If it rains to-day, it will rain to-morrow, and the next day,
and the next, and in all probability there will be a deluge ; or if it be
fine to-day, it will be dry to-morrow, and so on for months, and the
earth and all the meadows that are therein will perish with drought.
As to the sux, they observe with pleasing despondency that he has spots.
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His light they hardly notice, but they dote upon his spots with amiable
horror. Minds of this sort

Find poisons in trees, deaths in the running brooks,
Dirges in stones, and ill in everything.

I suppose they cannot help it ; yet Christian men must help it ; for the
Lord’s precept is plain and binding : “ Be not therefore anxiouns.”

Fretful anxiety is forbidden to the Christian. In the first place, it is
needless. Matt. vi, 26 :-  Behold the fowls of the air,” said Christ: “they
50w not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns ; yet your heavenly
Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they ?”” 1f you have
a Father in heaven to care for you, are you not put to shame by every
little bird that sits upon the bough and sings, though it has not two
grains of barley in all the world ? God takes charge of the fowls of the
air, and thus they live exempt from care ; why do not we ?

Our Lord also taught that such anxiety is useless as well as needless ;
for, with all our care, we cannot add a cubit to our stature. Can we do
anything else by fretful care ? What if the farmer deplores that there
is no rain? Do his fears unstop the bottles of heaven? Or if the
merchant sighs because the wind detains his laden ship, will his com-
plainings turn the gale to another quarter ? We do not better ourselves
a bit by all our fret and fume. It were infinitely wiser to do our best,
and then cast our care upon our God. Prudence is wisdom, for it adapts
means to ends; but anxiety is folly, for it groans and worries, and
accomplishes nothing.

Besides, according to our Saviour, anxiety about carnal things is
heathenish : * After all these things do the Gentiles seek.” They have
no God and no providence, and therefore they try to be a providence to
themselves, As for the man of God who can say, “God’s providence is
mine inheritance,” why should he pine away with trouble ?  Iet the heir
of heaven act a nobler part than the mere man of the world, who has
his portion in this life, and lives without God and without hope. Our
distrust of our God is childish and dishonouring. I was going through
these streets one day, driven by a friend in a four-wheeled chaise, and
he, being & good driver, must needs drive into narrow places, where it
seemed to me that we should be crushed by the vans and omnibuses,
I shrank back, in my timidity, and expressed my unwise alarms so
freely, that with a smile he laid the reins in my hand, and said, « If
you cannot trust me, would you like to drive yourself ?” From that
ambition I was wholly free, and I assured him that he might drive as
he liked, rather than make me the charioteer. Surely, the great God
might well put the same proposal to those who are complaining of his
grovidence. If we cannot trust Aim, could we manage better ourselves ?

f we are men in Christ, let us believe in our God, and leave the govern-
ance of the great world outdoors, and of the little world within
our own gates, to the Lord God, our heavenly Father, who will surely
cause all things to work together for good to thewm that love him.

It is plain that within us there is a propensity to be anxious. Can we
not utilize it » Can we not turn it to account ? I think so. Some are
naturally thoughtful and careful ; can they not transforwn this tcndency
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into a benefit ? We have a tendency to be anxious. Very well, let ua
be anxious ; but let our anxiety run in the right direction. Here is a
mental heat ; let us apply it to some useful purpose. Our text sets before
us the true sphere of Christian carefulness. * Seek ye first the kingdom
of God, and his righteousness.” Seek tha! with all your care; seek that
with all your energy. Be anxious about /af. Let your whole mind
run in that direction with eagerness and thought. You cannot be too
careful or too energetic when God and righteousness are concerned.

In our text there is a description of true religion ; what is it ? “7The
kingdom of God.” Without using a single superfluous theological
term, I may say that the great God has always had a kingdom in this
world. In the olden times he set up a kingdom amongst his people
Israel, to whom he gave laws and statutes ; but now the Lord is King
over all the world : ““ The God of the whole earth shall he be called.”
“The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they
that dwell therein.” God has a kingdom in this world, but it is too much
neglected and forgotten of men. The first thing to be done by us is to
enter that kingdom. Blessed is that man who has the Lord God to be
his King, and bas learned to order his life according to divine law. The
highest liberty comes from wearing the yoke of God. The servant of
men who dares not call his soul his own is a serf to be pitied ; but the
gervant of God, who fears nothing but sin, is a wan of princely mould.
We must stoop before God, that we may conquer among men. If we
determine to yield ourselves wholly unto the Lord, we shall become
influential among our fellow-men.

‘We can only enter into this kingdom of God by being born again of
his Spirit; for “except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom
of God.” In that new birth we learn to submit ourselves to the Lord
Jesus Christ, and to find in him eternal life. God has appointed the
Lord Jesus heir of all things; by him also he made the worlds. He
says of him, *“Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the
way, when his wrath is kindled but a little.” Faith in Christ casts our
sins at his cross foot, and brings us an inward life unto holiness. We
must believe in Jesus, and trust in his great atonement for sin, for
apart from his full atonement there is no salvation, and no true service
of God. This faith puts us into the kingdom of God; for to “as man
as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on his name.” The first anxiety of every
man should be to be a loyal subject of the kingdom of God.

And when we feel that we are reconciled to God, and are under his
supreme sway, our next object should be to-continue there, and to become
more and more completely obedient to divine rule, so that we may more
fully enjoy every privilege of the kingdom. In the kingdom of God
every man is a king and a priest. He that serves God reigns. He
that serves God is the possessor of all things. All things are ours when
we are Christ’s.

“ This world is ours, and worlds to come :
Xarth is our lodge, and heaven our home.”

Let the Christian seek to know to the full what is the heritage of 4
saints in Christ Jesus.
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Our next business should be to spread that kingdom—to try to bring
others under the dominion of Christ. It should be the lifework of each
man to bring others to own the sovereignty of the Lord Jesus. What
opportunities most of you possess! Your station, your education, your
wealth, all give you advantages for serving the Lord. Are you using
them? It isa great joy to the Christian minister to have about him
a people who are misgionaries in their daily lives. With great joy have
I listened to some poor girl who has confessed her faith in Christ,
and then has added very timidly, ““There is another girl waiting
outside who would like to speak to you. She works with me in a
warehouse in the City, and I spoke to her, and she sought Jesus,
and I believe she is converted.” I fear that many men of position
are less diligent in winning souls than the poor workers they employ.
Should it be so? He lives most and lives best who is the means
of imparting spiritual life to others, May not some of you at the
last come to a lonely end from lack of usefulness ? We heard, not long
ago, of the shipwreck from which a mother was washed on shore, but
found all her children drowned. She telegraphed to her husband two
words. The first was very pleasant to his eye: “Saved.” The next was
full of misery: “ Saved alone.” Ah me! would you or I like to have it
80—* Saved alone”? God forbid. When we reach heaven-gate may we
be able to say,  Here am I, and the children that thou hast given me.”

This is the meaning of that first word—* Seek the kingdom of God.”
The reign of our Lord is to be our main object if we would lead a
well-ordered, useful, happy, and honoured life,

Our text has a second word : “ Seek first the kingdom of God and his
righleousness,” by which I understand the practical part of true religion.
Seek to have the imputed righteousness of Christ by all means; but
seek also to exhibit the infused righteousness which comes of sanctifica-
tion. Brothers in Christ, let us aspire after a high degree of holiness.
We are called to be saints ; and saints are not miraculous beings to be set
up in niches and admired ; but they are men and women who live, and
trade, and do righteousness, and practise charity in the streets of a city,
or the fields of a village. Those who are washed in the blood of the
Lamb should not be satisfied with the common cleanliness of morality ;
but the garment of their life should be whiter than any fuller can make
it. Purity becomes the disciples of Jesus. In spirit, soul, and body
we ought to be holiness to the Lord. Our righteousness must exceed
that of the scribes and Pharisees: it should be a reproduction of the
character of our Lord.

By the phrase “ his righteousness,” I understand that power in the
world which is always working, in some form or other, for that which is
good, and true, and pure. Everything in this world which is holy, and
honest, and of good repute, may count upon the Christian as its friend,
for it is a part of God's righteousness. Does drunkenness eat out the
very life of our nation? Do you want men of temperance to battle with
this evil? The Ouristian man cries, “ Write down my name.” When
the slave had to be freed, the subjects of God’s kingdom were to the
front in that deed of righteousness; and to-day, if oppression is to be
put down, we dare not refuse our aid. If the people are to be educated,






