etropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit,

THE NEW FASHION,

i?( $¢rmnq

DELIVERED BY

C. H. SPURGEON,

AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.,

“ And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all;
insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on
this fashion.”—Mark ii. 12,

It is very natural that there should be many surprising things in the
gospel, for it is beyond measure remarkable that there should be a
gospel ab all. Assoonas I begin thinking of it I exclaim with Bunyan,
0 world of wonders, I can say no less”; and I invite you all to join
with the multitude in saying with the text, “ We never saw it on
this fashion.” When man had sinned God might instantly have
destroyed our rebel race, or he might have permitted it to exist as the
fallen angels do, in a state of enmity to all goodness, and in consequent
wisery. But he who passed the angels by took up the seed of Abra-
ham and looked upon man—that insignificant item in the ranks of
creatureship—and determined that man should experience salvation,
and show forth his divine grace. It was a wonderful thing, to begin
with, that there should be a gospel for men; and when we remember
that the gospel involved the gift of the only-begotten Son of God,
when we remember that it was necessary that God, the invisible Spirit,
should be veiled in human flesh, that the Son of God should become
the son of Mary, should be subject to pain and weakness, poverty and
shame—when we remember all this, we may expect to find great won-
ders clustering round such a stupendous fact.

Beholding God in human flesh, miracles no longer strike us as being
at all marvellous, for the incarnation of God outmiracles miracle. But
we must further remember that in order to bring the gospel to us it
was needful that God should in our nature offer atonement for human
sin. Think of it! The holy God making atonement for sin! When
the angels first heard of it they must have been lost in astonishment,

for they “never saw it on this fashion.” Shall the offended die for
No. 1,269,
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the offender ? Shall the judge bear the chastisement of the criminal ?
Shall God take upon himself the transgression of his creature ? Yet so
it has been, and Jesus Christ has borne, that we might never bear, the
consequences of sin—nay, sin itself. “TFor the transgression of my
people was he stricken.” Jesus was madea curse for us, as it is written,
“ Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.” Now, a commonplace
result could not be imagined as growing out of a gospel sent to rebel-
lious men, and a gospel involving the incarnation and the death of the
Son of God. Everything in God’s creation is made to scale. There is
a balance between the dewdrop on the rose and the most majestic of
yonder orbs that adorn the brow of night. Law regulates everything,
from a single drop of water to the ocean itself. Kverything is pro-
portionate, and therefore we are persuaded that in an economy in which
we start with an incarnate God and an infinite atonement there must
be something very striking ; and we ought to be prepared frequently to
cxclaim, “ We never saw it on this fashion.” Commonplaces are foreign
to the gospel ; we have entered the land of wonders, when we behold
the love of God in Christ Jesus. Romance is out-romanced in the
gospel. Whatever marvels men are able to imagine, the facts of God’s
amazing grace are more extraordinary than anything imagination has
ever conceived.

T desire at this time to say two or three things to those who are not
familiar with the gospel. Some have dropped in here to whom the
gospel, as we believe it, is quite a new thing. I want to say to them,
first, do not disbelieve it because it sirikes yow as being something very
strange. In the second place, remember that n the gospel there must
be amazing and surprising things ; and we shall try to set them out
before you, hoping that so far from your disbelieving them, faith may
be wrought in your soul as you hear them. And, thirdly, #f any of
these strange things should have happened to you,and you should have to
say, “ We never saw it on this fashion,” then glorify God and give new
honours to his name.

I. First, then, DO NOT DISBELIEVE THE GOSPEL BECAUSE IT SUR-
PRISES YOU. Remember, in the first place, that nothing stands so much
in the way of real knowledge as prejudice. Our race might have known
a great deal more of scientific fact if it had not been so largely occu-
pied and captivated with scientific supposition. Take up books upon
most sciences, and you will find that the main part of the material is an
answer to divers theories that have been set up in ages gone by, or
originated in modern times. Theories are the nuisances of science ;
the rubbish which must be swept away that the precious facts may be
laid bare. If you go to the study of a subject, saying to yourself,
“This is how the matter must shape itself,” having beforehand made
up your mind what the facts ought to be, you will have put in your own
way a difficulty more severe than the subject itself could place there.
Prejudice is the stumbling-block of advance. To believe that we know
before we do know is to prevent our really making discoveries and
coming to right knowledge. When an observer first discovered that
there were spots on_the sun he reported it, but he was called before his
father confessor and upbraided for having reported anything of the
kind. The Jesuit father said that he had read Aristotle through several
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times, and he had found no mention in Aristotle of any spots in the
sun, and therefore there could be no such things ; and when the offender
replied that he had seen these spots through glasses, the father told him
that he must not believe his eyes: he must believe Aim, because it was
certain, to begin with, that if Aristotle had not indicated the spots, spots
there could not be, and he must not believe it. Now, there are some
who come to hear the gospel in that spirit. They have a notion of
what the gospel ought to be—a pretty firm and strong cast-iron creed
of their own manufacturing, or an hereditary one which they have
received with the old family chest of drawers; and they are therefore
unprepared candidly to hear and learn, neither do they turn to Serip-
ture to discover the mind of the Spirit of God, but to find some colour
for their prejudices. It is easy to show a man a thing if he will open his
eyes, but if he shuts his eyes, and resolves not to see, the task is difficult.
You may light a candle pretty readily, but you cannot do so if it has
an extinguisher over it ; and there are persons who have extinguished
their souls and covered them over with prejudices. They act as judges
of what the gospel ought to be ; and so, if there is anything said that
does not suit their preconceived notions, straightway they are offended.
This is very absurd, and in a matter in which our souls are concerned
it is something worse than ridiculous: it is dangerous to the highest
degree. We ought to come to the preaching of the word praying: “ Lord,
teach thou me: blessed Spirit guide me into all truth. Let me see a
doctrine to be in thy word and I will accept it, though it should shock
all my prejudices. Though it should seem to me to be a totally new
thing, yet, if clearly it be the word of God, I am willing to receive it
and to rejoice in it.” God give us such a spirit, so that when we have
to say in the words of the text, “ We never saw it on this fashion,”
yet still our prejudices may not prevent our accepting the truth.

Let us remember, dear friends, that many things which we know to
to be true would not have been believed by our fathers if they had been
revealed to them. 1 feel morally certain that there were many genera-
tions of Englishmen who, if they could have been informed that men
would travel at forty or fifty miles an hour over the surface of the
earth, drawn without horses by a steam engine, would have shaken
their heads, and laughed such a prediction to scorn. Even a little time
ago, if some one had prophesied that we should be able to speak across
the Atlantic in a single instant, and speedily obtain a reply, by a cable
that should be laid along the ocean’s bottom, we ourselves could not
have conceived it to be possible. How could it be? And yet these
things are common every-day facts with us now. Do let us, therefore,
expect that when we come to deal with what is more wonderful than
creation, and far more wonderful than any of the inventions of man, we
should meet with things which will be hard to be believed. Let us
willingly give up our heart and soul to receive the impress of the truth,
and constantiy exercise a simple faith in what God reveals.

It is well known that there are many things which are undoubted facts
which certain classes of men find it hard fo believe. Some time ago a
missionary had told his black congregation that in the winter time the
water in England became so hard that a man could walk upon it.
Now, they believed a good deal that he had said, but they did not
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believe that, and they whispered to one another that the missionary
was a great liar. One of them was brought over to LEngland. He
came over with the full conviction that it was a most ridiculous
thing to suppose that any man could ever walk across a river. At last
the frost came, the river was frozen over, and the missionary took his
black friend down to it. The good man stood on the ice himself, but
he could not persuade his convert to venture. “No,” he said, “he
could not believe it.” “ But you can se¢ it, man!” said the other;
“come along with you! Come here!” “No,” he said, “ but I never
saw it so. I have lived fifty years in my own country, and I never
saw a man walk on a river before.” “But here I am doing it,”
said the missionary, “come along with you!” and he seized his
hand, and pulled so vigorously that at last the African tried the
frozen water, and found that it did support his weight. Thus a
statement proved to be none the less true because it was contrary
to experience: the same rule holds good in the case of the gospel.
Yet you must expect to find in it certain things which you could
not have believed to be true; but if some of us have proved
them to be facts, and are living in the daily enjoyment of them, do
not stubbornly refuse to try them yourself. If we get you by the
hand affectionately, and say, * Come on to this river of life; it will
bear you; you can walk in safety here; we are doing so, and have
done so for years”, do not act towards us as if we were deceivers, and
do not put us off with the absurd argument that the gospel cannot be
true because you have not hitherto tried it, and therefore have no
experience of its power. Why, my dear friend, it may be true for all
that, just as the ice was a matter of fact, though the friend from
Africa had never seen it. He did find the ice a reality when he ven-
tured upon it, and you will find Jesus Christ and the precious things
of the gospel to be sure and firm and true, as we have found them to
be, if you will only venture your soul upon them.

T merely mention these things to prepare your mind for the full
conviction that ke fact that a gospel statement seems new and astonishing
ought not to create unbelief in the mind. My beloved friend, it may be
that you exclaim, “I cannot hope that my sin can be forgiven. I
cannot imagine that my.heart can be changed. I cannot suppose
it possible that, by one simple act of faith, I could be a saved man.”
No; but do you not see that every man measures things according to
his own standard ? We measure other people’s corn, but we always
do it with our own bushel. We even try to measure God by our
own standard, and there is a text which very sweetly rebukes us for
it, “ My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways, gaith the Lord.” What I consider it right to expect from God
may, very naturally, be a very different thing from what God may be
prepared to give me. Perhaps I judge of his behaviour towards me by
what I deserve, and if I do so, what can I look for? Or, perhaps, I
judge of his mercy by my own, and considering whether I could for-
give to seventy times seven—whether, if often provoked, I could still
overlook the transgression; I find in my own heart no very great
powers of forgiveness; and then I conclude that God is as hard, and
as unwilling to forgive, as I am. But we must not so judge. Ob,



THE NEW FASHION. 701

sinners, you must not do so! If you are longing for a great salvation
you must not sit down and begin to calculate the Godhead by inches,
and measure out the merit of Christ by ells, and calculate whether
he can do this, or can do that. A God—what is there that he
cannot do? Did Jesus make an atonement boundless as his nature ?
Then what sin is there which that atonement cannot wash away?
Judge not the Lord according to human judgment. Know thou,
O man, that he is no streamlet, or lakelet, which thou canst measure,
and whose capacity thou canst calculate: he is a sea without a
bottom and without a shore, and all thy thoughts are drowned when
thou dost attempt to measure him. Lift up your thoughts as high as
ever you will, and think great things of God, and expect great things
from God ; and when you shall have enlarged your expectation, ard
your faith shall have grown to its very utmost, God is able to do
exceeding abundantly above what you ask, or even think. * Canst
thou by searching find out God?” Dost thou expect that thou canst
exceed him, and desire more and hope for more than he is able to
give? O, it cannot be. Consider this—that you are very liable to
make a mistake as to what the gospel is, because your mode of esti-
mating it must naturally be a false one, since you judge only from
what you know, and what you are capable of, while God is infinitely
above all that you know or can conceive.

Further, let me remind you, dear friend, you who are a stranger to
the gospel, that, when we come to speak of it directly, you must not
disbelieve it on account of its strangeness, for it s clear that many have
made a mistake as to what the gospel is. 'The Jews who lived in our
Saviour’s day heard the best preacher that ever preached, but they did
not understand him. It was not from want of a lucid style, for “ never
man spake like this man”; but yet they mistook all that he said. They
thought that they knew his meaning, but they did not. And even his
own disciples and the apostles, until they were illuminated by the
Spirit of God, mistook the meaning of their Master, and knew but
little, after all his teaching. Should you feel at all astonished if you
should have been mistaken, dear friend—you who have never found
joy and peace in believing? Is it not possible that you may have
been mistaken after all? The Jews heard the Saviour himself and
yet did not understand the truth. Some of them were men of genius,
and well instructed. There was one especially who was a ruler—a
doctor among the Jews—who understood not these things ; and when the
Saviour said to him, “ Ye must be born again,” he took it literally : he
could not understand the mystic change which the Saviour meant to
describe. Now, if Nicodemus did not know, and a great many like
Nicodemus, may it not happen to be the case that you also have net
found out the secret, and are at this moment without the possession of
it? Possibly you may be a person of very considerable education, and
of remarkable gifts and parts. My dear friend, if any people are liable
to miss the true sense of the gospel it is such as you are. Itis strange,
you will say, that I should make such a remark, but the observation is
founded upon fact. “ Not many wise men after the flesh, not many
mighty are chosen.” Not many of the learned of this world ever
learn of Christ. He teaches babes, but leaves wise men to boast in






