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“They shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.”
—Matthew i. 23.

THOSE words, “being interpreted,” salute my ear with much sweet-
ness. Why should the word “Emmanuel” in the Hebrew, be in-
terpreted at all? Was it not to show that it has reference to us
Gentiles, and therefore it must needs be interpreted into one of the
chief languages of the then existing Gentile world, namely, the Greek.
This “being interpreted ” at Christ’s birth, and the three languages
employed in the inscription upon the cross at his death, show that he is
not the Saviour of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles. As I walked
along the quay at Marseilles, and marked the ships of all nations
gathered in the port, I was very much interested by the inscriptions
upon the shops and stores. The announcements of refreshments or of
goods to be had within were not only printed in the French language,
but in English, in Italian, in German, in Greek, sometimes in Russian
and Swedish. Upon the shops of the sail-makers, the boat-builders,
the ironmongers, or the dealers in ship stores, you read a polyglot
announcement, setting forth the information to men of many lands.
This was a clear indication that persons of all nations were invited to
come and purchase, that they were expected to come, and that provision
was made for their peculiar wants. “Being interpreted ” must mean
that different nations are addressed. We have the text put first in
the Hebrew “ Emmanuel,” and afterwards it is translated into the
Gentile tongue, “God with us;” “being interpreted,” that we may
know that we are invited, that we are welcome, that God has seen our
necessities and has provided for us, and that now we may freely come,
even we who were sinners of the Gentiles, and far off from God. Let
us preserve with reverent love both forms of the precious name and
wait the happy day when our Hebrew brethren shall unite their
“ Emmanuel ” with our “ God with us.”
No. 1,270.
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Our text speaks of a name of our Lord Jesus. It is said, “Th
shall call his name Emmanuel.” 1In these days we call children by
names which have no particular meaning. They are the names, per-
haps, of father or mother or some respected relative, but there is no
special meaning as a general rule in our children’s names. It was not
so in the olden times. Then names meant something. Scriptural
names, as a general rule, contain teaching, and especially is this the
cage in every name ascribed to the Lord Jesus. With him names
indicate things. ‘“His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor,
the Mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace,” because
he really is all these. His name is called Jesus, but not without a
reason. By any other name Jesus would not be so sweet, because no
other name could fairly describe his great work of saving his people
from their sins. When he is said to be called this or that, it means
that he really is so. I am not aware that anywhere in the New
Testament our Lord is afterwards called Emmanuel. I do not find his
apostles, or any of his disciples, calling him by that name literally ;
but we find them all doing so in effect, for they speak of him as “ God
manifest in the flesh ”, and they say, *“ The word was made flesh and
dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only-
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” They do not use the
actual word, but they again interpret and give us free and instructive
renderings, while they proclaim the sense of the august title and inform
us in divers ways what is meant by God being with us in the person of
the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a glorious fact, of the highest importance,
that since Christ was born into the world God is with us.

You may divide the text, if you please, into two portions :—“ Gop,”
and then “ God wiTH Us.” We must dwell with equal emphasis upon
each word. Never let us for a moment hesitate as to the Godhead of
our Lord Jesus Christ, for his Deity is a furdamental doctrine of the
Christian faith. It may be we shall never understand fully how God
and man could unite in one person, for who can by searching find out
God. These great mysteries of godliness, these “ deep things of God,”
are beyend our measurement : our little skiff might be lost if we
ventured so far out upon this vast, this infinite ocean, as to lose sight
of the shore of plainly revealed truth. But let it remain as a matter
of faith that Jesus Christ, even he who lay in Bethlehem’s manger, and
was carried in a woman’s arms, and lived a suffering life and died on a
malefactor’s cross, was, nevertheless, “ God over all, blessed for ever,”
“ upholding all things by the word of his power.” He was not an
angel—that the apostle has abundantly disproved in the first and
second chapters of the epistle to the Hebrews: he could not have
been an angel, for honours are ascribed to him which were never
bestowed on angels. He was no subordinate deity or being elevated
to the Godhead, as some have absurdly said—all these things are
dreams and falsehoods; he was as surely God as God can be, one
with the Father and the ever-blessed Spirit. If it were not so, not
only would the great strength of our hope be gome, but as to this
text the sweetness had evaporated altogether. The very essence and
glory of the incarnation is that he was God who was veiled in
homan flesh: if it was any other being who thus came to us in
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human flesh, I see nothing very remarkable in it, nothing comforting,
certainly. That an angel should become a man is a matter of no great
consequence to me : that some other superior being should assume the
nature of man brings no joy to my heart, and opens no well of conso-
lation to me. But “ God with us ” is exquisite delight. “ Gob with
us ”’: all that “ God” means, the Deity, the infinite Jehovah with us ;
this, this is worthy of the burst of midnight song, when angels startled
the shepherds with their carols, singing “ Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, good will to men.” This was worthy of the fore-
gight of seers and prophets, worthy of a new star in the heavens,
worthy of the care which inspiration has manifested to preserve the
record. This, too, was worthy of the martyr deaths of apostles and
confessors who counted not their lives dear unto them for the sake of the
incarnate God ; and this, my brethren, is worthy at this day of your
most earnest endeavours to spread the glad tidings, worthy of a holy life
to illustrate its blessed influences, and worthy ot a joyful death to prove
its consoling power. Here is the first truth of our holy faith—* Without
controversy great is the mystery of godliness, God was manifest in the
flesh.” He who was born at Bethlehem is God, and “ God with us.”
God—there lies the majesty; “ God with us,” there lies the mercy.
God—therein is glory; “God with us,” therein is grace. God alone
might well strike us with terror; but “ God with us” inspires us with
hope and confidence. Take my text as a whole, and carry it in your
bosoms as a bundle of sweet spices to perfume your hearts with peace
and joy. May the Holy Spirit open to you the truth, and the truth to
you. I would joyfully say to you in the words of one of our poets—

‘*Veil'd in flesh the Godhead see ;
Hail the incarnate Deity !
Pleased as man with men to appear,
Jesus our Immanuel here.”

First, let us admire this truth; then let us consider it more at Tength
and after that lef us endeavour personally to appropriate it.

I. LET US ADMIRE THIS TRUTH. “God with us.” Let us stand at
a.reverent distance from it as Moses when he saw God in the bush stood
a little back, and put his shoes from off his feet, feeling that the place
whereon he stood was holy ground. This is a wonderful fact, God the
Infinite once dwelt in the frail body of a child, and tabernacled in the
suffering form of a lowly man. “God was in Christ.” *He made
himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and
was made in the likeness of men.”

Observe first, the wonder of condescension contained in this fact, that
God who made all things should assume the nature of one of his own
creatures, that the self-existent should be united with the dependent
and derived, and the Almighty linked with the feeble and mortal. In
the case before us the Lord descended to the very depth of humiliation,
and entered into alliance with a nature which did not occupy the chief
place in the scale of existence. It would have been great condescension
for the infinite and incomprehensible Jehovah to have taken upon
himeelf the nature of some noble spiritual being, such as a seraph or a
cherub ; the union of the divine with a created spirit would have heen
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an unmeagurable stoop, but for God to be one with man is far more.
Remember that in the person of Christ manhood was not merely
quickening spirit, but also suffering, hungering, dying, flesh and blood.
There was taken to himself by our Lord all that materialism which
makes np a body, and a body 18 after all but the dust of the earth,
a strocture fashioned from the materials around us. There is nothing
in our bodily frame but what is to be found in the substance of the
earth on which we live. We feed upon that which groweth out of the
earth, and when we die we go back to the dust from whence we were
taken. Is not this a strange thing that this grosser part of creation,
this meaner part, this dust of it, should nevertheless be taken into union,
with that pure, marvellous, incomprehensible, divine being of whom
we know so little, and can comprehend nothing -at all? Oh, the con-
descension of it! I leave it to the meditations of your quiet moments.
Dwell on it with awe. I am persuaded that no man has any idea how
wonderful a stoop it was for God thus to dwell in human flesh, and to
be “God with us.”

Yet, to make it appear still more remarkable, remember that the
creature whose nature Christ took was a being that had sinned. I caa
more readily conceive the Lord’s taking upon himself the nature of a
race which had never fallen ; but, lo, the race of man stood in rebellion
against God, and yet a man did Christ become, that he might deliver
us from the consequences of our rebellion, and lift us up to something
higher than our pristine purity. “God sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, has condemned sin in the flesh.” ¢ Oh, the
depths,” is all that we can gay, as we look on and marvel at this stoop
of divine love.

Note, next, as you view this marvel at a distance, what a miracle of
power is before us. -Have you ever thought of the power displayed
in the Lord’s fashioning a body capable of union with Godhead? Our
Lord was incarnate in a body, which was traly a human body, but yet
in some wondrous way was prepared to sustain the indwelling of Deity.
Contact with God is terrible; “ He looketh on the earth and it trem-
bleth ; he toucheth the hills and they smoke.” He puts his feet on
Paran, and it melts, and Sinai dissolves in flames of fire. So strongly
was this truth inwrought into the minds of the early saints, that they
said, “ No man can see God’s face and live ;”’ and yet here was a man-
hood which did not merely see the face of God, but which was inhabited
by Deity. What a human frame was this which could abide the presence
of Jehovah! ‘A body hast thou prepared me.” This was indeed a body
curiously wrought, a holy thing, a special product of the Holy Spirit’s
power. It was a body like our own, with nerves as semsitive, and
muscles as readily strained, with every organization as delicately fash-
ioned as our own, and yet God was in it. It was a frail barque to bear
such a freight. Oh, man Christ, how couldst thou bear the Deity within
thee! We know not how it was, but God knoweth. Let us adore
this hiding of the Almighty in human weakness, this comprehending
of the Incomprehensible, this revealing of the Invisible, this localiza-
tion of the Omnipresent. Alas, I do but babble! What are words
when we deal with sach an unntterable truth? Suffice it to say, that
the divine power was wonderfully seen in the continued existence of
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the materialism of Christ’s body, which else had been consumed by
such a wondrous contact with divinity. Admire the power which
dwelt in “God with us.” ) )

Again, as you gaze upon the mystery, consider what an ensign of good
will this must be to the sons of men. When the Lord takes manhood
into union with himself in this matchless way it must mean good to
man. God cannot mean to destroy that race which he thus weds unto
himself. Such a marriage as this, between man and God, must mean
peace ; war and destruction are never thus predicted. God incarnate
in Bethlehem, to be adored by shepherds, augurs nothing but “peace
on earth and mercy mild.” O ye sinners who tremble at the thought of
the divine wrath, as well you may, lift up your heads with joyful hope of
mercy and favour, for God must be full of grace and mercy to that race
which he so distinguishes above all others by taking it into union with
himself. Be of good cheer, O men of women born, and expect untold
blessings for “unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given.” If
you look at rivers you can often tell whence they come, and the soil
over which they have flowed by their colour: those which flow from
melting glaciers are known at once. There is a text concerning a
heavenly river which you will understand if you look at it in this light :
“ He showed me a pure river of the water of life, clear as crystal, pro-
ceeding out of the throne of God, and of the Lamb.” Where the throne
is occupied by Godhead, and the appointed Mediator, the incarnate
God, the once bleeding Lamb, then the river must be pure as crystal,
and be a river, not of molten lava of devouring wrath, but a river of
the water of life. Look you to “God with us” and you will see that
the consequences of incarnation must be pleasant, profitable, saving, and
ennobling to the sons of men.

I pray you to continue your admiring glance, and look upon God
with us once more as a pledge of our deliverance. ~We are a fallen race,
we are sunken in the mire, we are sold under sin, in bondage and in
slavery to Batan ; but if God comes to our race, and espouses its nature,
why then we must retrieve our fall, it cannot be possible for the gates
of hell to keep those down who have God with them. Slaves under
sin and bondsmen beneath the law, hearken to the trump of jubilee, for
one has come among you, born of a woman, made under the law, who is
also mighty God, pledged to set you free. He is a Saviour, and a great
one: able to save, for he is Almighty, and pledged to do it, for he has
entered the lists and put on the harness for the battle. The champion
of his people is one who will not fail nor be discouraged till the battle
is fully fought and won. Jesus coming down from heaven is the
pledge that he will take his people up to heaven, his taking our nature
18 the seal of our being lifted up to his throne. Were it an angel
that had interposed, we ‘might have some fears; were it a mere man,
we might go beyond fear, and sit down in despair ; but if it be “ God
with us,” and God has actually taken manhood into union with himself,
then let us “ring the bells of heaven ” and be glad ; there must be
brighter and happier days, there must be salvation to man, there must
be glory to God. Let us bask in the beams of the Sun of Righteous-
ness, who now has risen upon us, a light to lighten the Gentiles, and
to be the glory of his people Israel.






