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““ And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make
thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.”—2 Timothy iii. 15.

How very remarkably the times repeat themselves! As I said just
now, in the reading of the chapter, the warning which Paul gave con-
cerning his own times is quite as needful for this present age. Again
darkness thickens, and the mists hang heavily around our footsteps.
Evil men and seducers wax worse and worse, and very many have turned
away their ears from the truth to hearken to fables. Nor do we wonder
that it is so. History must repeat itself so long as we have the same
human nature to deal with, the same sins to ensnare mankind, the same
truth to be trifled with, and the same devil to stir men up to the
same mischief.

But, brethren, when the same evils come, we must apply to them the
same remedies. When a disease appears which has done deadly mischief
in past times, physicians enquire for medicines which on a former
occasion curbed the enemy. We are bound to do the same in spiritual
matters, We must see what Paul did in his day when the malaria of
false doctrine was in the air. It is remarkable how very simple, as a
rule, everything is that is really effective. If a discovery is made in
science or machinery, it is complicated at first, and that for the
very reason that it is imperfect; but all improvements are in the
direction of simplicity. It is just the same with spiritual teachings.
When we get at reality we cut off superfluity. Let us not talk of in-
venting wise measures for the present distress in the spiritual world, but
let us use the great remedy which was so effectual in Paul’s day. Paul
taught young Timothy the gospel himself: he made him not only hear
his doctrine, but see his practice. We cannot force truth upon men, but
we can make our own teaching clear and decided, and make our lives
consistent therewith. Truth and holiness are the surest antidotes to
error and unrighteousness. The apostle said to Timothy, “ Continue
thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of,
knowing of whom thoa hast learned them.”

Hel\ then dwelt upon another potent remedy which had been of
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great service to the young preacher, namely, the knowing of the koly
scriptures from his earliest childhood. This was to young Timothy
one of his best safeguards. His early training held him like an anchor
and saved him from the dreadful drift of the age, Happy young man'
of whom the apostle could say, * From a child thou hast known the
holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through
faith which is in Christ Jesus” !

Brethren, to be prepared for the coming conflict, we have only to preacit
the gospel, and to live the gospel ; and also to take care that we teach the
children the Word of the Lord. This last is specially to be attended
to, for it is by the mouth of babes and sucklings that God will still the
enemy. It Is idle to dream that human learning must be met by
human learning, or that Satan must cast out Satan. No. Lift up the
brazen serpent wherever the fiery serpents are biting the people, and
men shall look to it and live. Bring the children out, and hold them
up, and turn their little eyes towards the divinely ordained remedy ;
for still there is life in a look—Ilife as against the varied venoms of the
serpent which are now poisoning the blood of men. There is no cure
after all for midnight but the rising sun ; no hope remains for a dark
world but in that light which lighteneth every man. Shine forth, O
Sun of Righteousness, and mist, and cloud, and darkness must dis-
appear. Brethren, keep to the apostolic plans, and rest assured of
apostolic success. Preach Christ ; preach the Word in season and out
of season; and teach the children. One of God’s chief methods for
preserving his fields from tares, is to sow them early with wheat. Upon
that I am going to speak this morning as the Holy Spirit shall help me.

In tracing the gracious work of God upon the heart of Timothy, and
upon others who are favoured as he was, I shall notice that this work
commenced with early instruction—* From a child thou hast known the
holy scriptures ” ; and secondly, it was quickened and made effectual by
saving faith—* The holy scriptures which are able to make thee wise
unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” Then we shall
notice that the effect of this early teaching upon Timothy was that it
created a solid character, and, furthermore, that it produced great usefulness.

I. The work of God’s grace in Timothy COMMENCED WITH EARLY
INSTRUCTION—* From a child thou hast known the holy scriptures.”

Note the time for instruction. The expression, “ from a child,” might
be better understood if we read it, ‘from a very child ;” or, as the
Revised Version has it, * from a babe.” It does not mean a well-grown
child, or youth, but a child just rising out of infancy. From a very
child Timothy had known the sacred writings. ‘This expression is, no
doubt, used to show that we cannot begin too early to imbue the minds
of our children with scriptural knowledge. Babes receive impressions
long before we are aware of the fact. During the first months of a
child’s life it learns more than we imagine. It soon learns the love of
its mother, and its own dependence ; and if the mother be wise, it learns
the meaning of obedience and the necessity of yielding its will to a
higher will. This may be the key-note of its whole future life. If it
learn obedience and submission early, it may save a thousand tears from
the child’s eyes, and as many from the mother's heart. A special
vantage-ground is lost when even babyhood is left uncultured.
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The holy scripture may be learned by children as soon as they are
capable of understanding anything. It is a very remarkable fact, which
I have heard asserted by many teachers, that children will learn to read
cut of the Bible better than from any other book. I scarcely know
why : it may, perhaps, be on account of the simplicity of the language;
but I believe it is so. A Biblical fact will often be grasped when an in-
cident of common history is forgotten. There is an adaptation in the
Bible for human beings of all ages, and therefore it has a fitness for
children. We make a mistake when we think that we must begin
with something else and lead up io the Scriptures. The Bible is the
book for the peep of day. Parts of it are above a child’s mind, for
they are above the comprehension of the most advanced among us.
There are depths in it wherein leviathan may swim ; but there are also
brooks in which a lamb may wade. Wise teachers know how to lead
their little ones into the green pastures beside the still waters.

I was noticing, in the life of that man of God whose loss presses very
heavily upon many of our hearts, namely, the Earl of Shaftesbury, that
his first religious impressions were produced by a humble woman. The
impressions which made him Shaftesbury—the man of God, and the
friend of man—were received inthe nursery. Little Lord Ashley had a
godly nurse who spoke to him of the things of God. He tells us that
she died before he was seven years of age; clear proot that early
in life his heart had been able to receive the seal of the Spirit of God,
and to receive it by humble instrumentality. Blessed among women
was she whose name we know not, but who wrought incalculable service
for God and man by her holy teaching of the chosen child. Young
nurses, note this.

Give us the first seven years of a child, with God’s grace, and we may
defy the world, the flesh, and the devil to ruin that immortal soul.
Those first years, while yet the clay is soft and plastic, go far to decide
the form of the vessel. Do not say that your office, you who teach the
young, is in the least degree inferior to ours, whose main business is
with older folks. No, you have the first of them, and your impressions,
as they come first, will endure last : oh that they may be good, and only
good! Among the thoughts that come to an old man before he enters
beaven, the most plentiful are those that aforetime visited him when he
sat upon his mother’s knee. That which made Dr. Guthrie ask for a
“bairn’s hymn” when he was dying is but an instinct of our nature,
which leads us to complete the circle by folding together the ends of life.
Childlike things are dearest to old age. We shutfle off a portion of the
coil that doth surround and hamper us, and go back again to our more
natural selves; and therefore the old songs are on our lips, and the old
thoughts are in our minds. The teachings of our childhood leave clean
cut and sharp impressions upon the mind, which remain after seventy
years have passed. Let us see that such impressions are made for the
highest ends.

It is well tonofe the admirable selection of instructors. We are not
at a loss to tell who instructed youthful Timothy. In the first chapter
of this epistle Paul says, “ When I call to remembrance the unfeigned
faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and
thy mother Eunice ; and I am persuaded that in thee also.” No doubt
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grandmother Lois and mother Eunice united in teaching the little one,
Who should teach the children but the parents? Timothy’s father
was a Greek, and probably a heathen, but ks child was happy in havine
a venerable grandmother, 8o often the dearest of all relatives to a little
child. He had also a gracious mother, once a devout Jewess, and
afterwards also a firmly believing Christian, who made it her daily
pleasure to teach her own dear child the Word of the Lord. O dear
mothers you have a very sacred trust reposed in you by God! He hath
in effect said to you, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will
wive thee thy wages.” You are called to equip the future man of God,
that he may be thoroughly furnished unto every good work. If God
spares you, you may live to hear that pretty boy speak to thousands,
and you will have the sweet reflection in your heart that the quiet
teachings of the nursery led the man to love his God and serve him.
Those who think that a woman detained at home by her little family is
doing nothing, think the reverse of what is true. Scarcely can the
godly mother quit her home for a place of worship; but dream not
that she is lost to the work of the church; far from it, she is doing the
best possible service for her Lord. Mothers, the godly training of
your offspring is your first and most pressing duty. Christian women,
by teaching children the holy scriptures, are as much fulfilling their
part for the Lord, as Moses in judging Israel, or Solomon in building
the temple.

Nowadays, since the world has in it, alas! so few of Christian mothers
and grandmothers, the church has thought it wise to supplement the
instraction of home by teaching held under her fostering wing. Those
children who have no such parents the church takes under her maternal
care. I regard this as a very blessed institution. I am thankful for
the many of our brothers and sisters who give their Sabbath-days, and
many of them a considerable part of their week evenings also, to the
teaching of other people’s children, who somehow grow to be very much
their own. They endeavour to perform the duties of fathers and mothers,
for God’s sake, to those children who are neglected by their own
parents; and therein they do well Let no Christian parents fall
into the delusion that the Sunday-school is intended to ease them
of their personal duties. The first and most natural condition of
things is for Christian parents to train up their own children in the
nurcure and admonition of the Lord. Let holy grandmothers and gra-
cious mothers, with their husbands, see to it that their own boys and
girls are well taught in the book of the Lord. Where there are no such
Christian parents, it is well and wisely done for godly people to inter-
vene. It is a Christly work when others undertake the duty which
the natural doers of it have left undone. The Lord Jesus looks
with pleasure upon those who feed his lambs, and nurse his babqs ; for
it is not his will that any of these little ones should perish. Timothy
bad the great privilege of being taught by those whose natural duty
it is; but where that great privilege canuot be enjoyed, let usall, as
God shall help us, try to make up to the children the terrible loss which
they endure. Come forward, earnest men and women, and sanctify
yourselves. for this joyful service.

Note the subject of the instruction. *From a child thon hast known
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the holy scriptures ” : he was led fo freat the book of God with great
reverence. 1 lay stress upon that word ¢ holy scriptures.” One of the
first objects of the Sabbath-school should be to teach the children great
reverence for these holy writings, these inspired Scriptures. The Jews
esteemed the Old Testament beyond all price; and though unfortunately
many of them fell into a superstitious reverence for the letter and lost
the spirit of it, yet were they much to be commended for their profound
regard to the holy oracles. Especially is this feeling of reverence
needed nowadays. I meet with men who hold strange views, but I
do not care one-half so much about their views, nor about the strange-
ness of them, as I do about a certain something which I spy out at the
back of this novel thinking. When I find that, if I prove their views
to be unscriptural, I have nevertheless proved nothing to them, for they
do not care about Scripture, then I have found out a principle far more
dangerous than mere doctrinal blundering. This indifference to Scrip-
ture is the great curse of the church at this hour. We can be tolerant
of divergent opinions, so long as we perceive an honest intent to follow
the Statute-book. But if it comes to this, that the Book itself is of
small authority to you, then we have no need of further parley : we are
in different camps, and the sooner we recognize this, the better for ali
parties concerned. If we are to have a church of God at all in the
land, Scripture must be regarded as holy, and to be had in reverence.
This Scripture was given by holy inspiration, and is not the result of
dim myths and dubious traditions ; neither has it drifted down to us by
the survival of the fittest as one of the best of human books. It must
be given to our children, and accepted by ourselves, as the infallible
revelation of the Most Holy God. Lay much stress upon this; tell
your children that the Word of the Lord is a pure Word, as silver tried
in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. Let their esteem for the
Book of God be carried to the highest point.

Observe that Timothy was taught, not only to reverence holy things
in general, but especially to Znow the Scriptures. The teaching of
his mother and his grandmother was the teaching of holy scripture.
Suppose we get the children together on Sabbath days, and then amuse
them and make the hours to pass away pleasantly ; or instruct them, as
we do in the week-days, in the elements of a moral education, what have
we done ? We have done nothing worthy of the day, or of the church of
God. Suppose that we are particularly careful to teach the children the
rules and regulations of our own church, and do not take them to the
Scriptures ; suppose that we bring before them a book which is set up as
the standard of our church, but do not dwell upon the Bible—what have
we done ? The aforesaid standard may or may not be correct, and we
may, therefore, have taught our children truth or have taught them
error ; but if we keep to holy scripture we cannot go aside. With
such a standard we know that we are right. This Book is the Word of
God, and if we teach it, we teach that which the Lord will accept and
bless. O dear teachers—and I speak here to myself also—let our teach-
ing be more and more scriptural | Fret not if our classes forget what we
say, but pray them to remember what the Lord says. May divine
truths about sin, and righteousness, and judgment to. come, be
written on their hearts! May revealed truths concerning the lovs






