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“ They shall fear and tremble for all the goodness and for all the prosperity that I
procure unto it.””—Jeremiah xxxiii. 9.
Gop's ancient people sadly provoked him with their idolatries from age
to age. He was longsuffering to them to the last degree, but at length he
grew weary of them, and according to his own words “ he abhorred his
own inheritance.” He caused them to be carried away into captivity,
and their land became a desert, or the heritage of strangers. Israel
became a people scattered and peeled, and on the brink of national
extinction, for their iniquities had hidden the face of the Lord from
them. Yet the Lord, even Jehovah, had entered into a covenant con-
cerning them with Abraham his friend, which covenant he had afterwards.
renewed with his servant David. This latter covenant the Lord is said.
by the prophet Jeremiah to remember even when Jerusalem is desolate.
We read in the twentieth verse and onward these words: “Thus saith
the Lord ; If ye can break my covenant of the day, and my covenant of"
the night, and that there should not be day and night in their season ;.
then may also my covenant be broken with David my servant, that he
should not have a son to reign upon his throne.” Even in Israel’s worst.
days, when her representative man was the weeping prophet Jeremiah,.
and when her sorrows were greater than even he could express, yet the.
Lord revealed his love, and promised that blessed days should dawn for
the seed of Abraham. These days have not yet come, but they shall
surely arrive, for God hath not cast away his people whom he did fore-
know. There is yet a history for Israel; her sun is clouded, but it has
not set. As surely as stands the covenant with day and night, so surely
shall the chosen people return from their captivity and possess the land
which the Lord has given unto them. In those days the Lord will build
them as at the first, and cleanse them from all their iniquities. Then
they shall not be proud or arrogant, for his goodness shall startle and
astound them and they shall be amazed even unto trembling when they
see_what great things Jehovah has done for them. The memory of
their great national offences, and especially of their long rejection of
the Messiah, shall cause ther to wear their high dignity without pride :
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they shall be subdued by love to a childlike fear of again offending,
they shall tremble as they see the Lord God of their fathers glorifying
all his grace in them.

Thus much for the strict connection of the text. At this time we
shall loosen the verse from its stall and bring it forth to our own
pastures. Its primary signification is not its only teaching, for the words
of the Lord are full of eyes, and look in many ways. We may use this
promise in. reference to all the Lord’s people, for the promise is sure to
all the seed. That which is true of the Jew one way is true of all the
chosen seed in the same sense or in another. No privilege of the
covenant is absolutely private either to Jew or Gentile ; bat in its highest
form, if not in its lowest, it is the common property of all the heirs of
salvation. We arve joint heirs with Christ Jesus, and as he inherits all
blessing, so also do we. Paul, in his epistle to the ‘Galatians, has well
said, “If ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according
to the promise.” Let me, then, read the text again, and let us appro-
priate it to ourselves: “They shall fear and tremble for all the goodness
and for all the prosperity that I procure unto it.” Such honour and
blessing have all the saints.

Our text suggests ab the outset the remark that all the good things
which make up prosperity are to be traced untothe Lord. Woe unto us
if we receive good and perfect gifts, and yet forget the Father of lights
from whom they come. These benefits are not from beneath, but from
above ; let them not be passed by in ungrateful silence, but let us send
upward humble and warm acknowledgments. He who forgets mercy
deserves that mercy should forget him. God grant we may never be
such practical atheists as to receive daily bounties from God, and not
return a daily song. As each gleaming wave of the sea reflects the light
of the sun, so let each ripple of our life flash with-gratitude for the
benediction of heaven. - All good comes from the Altogether Good, who
is of good the essence, the Creator, and the Giver. ~Especially is this
true of all spiritual blessing,—of such goodness as comes not so much
from benevolence to creatures as from mercy to sinners. . As-a being,
I am grateful that my Creator is kind to me; but as a sinner, if my
Judge smiles upon me, I admire his exceeding grace. His justice had
left me unblessed to perish through my sin, if his mercy had not found
a way to spare and to cleanse. You who know not only your insigniti-
cance, but also your unworthiness, are held under special bonds to lift
up your hearts in fervent gratitude to the Lord.

Remark next, that temporal mercies.are always best when they come
in their proper-order. I have no doubt-our text includes both temporal
and - spiritual good; but certainly the temporals are arranged in the
second - rank, for the eighth verse runs :-“I will cleanse them from all
their iniguity, whereby they have sinned against me; and I will pardon
all their iniquities, whereby they have sinned, and whereby they have
transgressed against me” ; and after -this we have mention of goodness
and prosperity. After pardon, peace-and plenty are golden blessings;
without it they might prove a eurse. To an unforgiven sinnor the
richest enjoyments of this life are as the food which fattens the ballock
for the:slaughter, but when sin is pardoned, common mercies become
tokens of a Father’s love, and ripen bencath the sun of divine love into
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an inexpressible sweetness. The children of God bless God for bread
and water, because God has made these things matters of promise, and
they come as covenant provisions. Cheered by grace, the child of
poverty finds contentment in that which else might seem but prison
fare. Much or little must depend upon the way in which you look
upon it, and what to the believer is enough, might be to the worldling a
mere pittance, because grace has not trained his mind to rejoice in the
will of the Lord. Blessed be God if he has given to us first the fruits of
the sun of grace, and then the fruits put forth by the moon of providence.
The main thing is to be able to sing, “Bless the Lord, who forgiveth
all thine iniquities, who healeth all thy diseases,” and after that it is
most pleasant to add, “who satisfieth thy mouth with good things.”

What shall I say of the happiness of those persons who have spiritual
and temporal blessings united, to whom God has given both the upper
and the nether springs, so that they possess all things needful for this
life in fair proportion, and then, far above all, enjoy the blessings of
the life to come? Such are first blessed in their spirits and then
blessed in their basket and in their store. In their case double favour
calls for double praise, double service, double delight in God. Let
them take for their example the Psalmist in the seventy-first psalm,
who found himself increased in greatness, and comforted on every
side, and then exclaimed, “I will also praise thee with the psaltery,
even thy truth, O my God: unto thee will I sing with the harp, O
thou Holy One of Israel. DMy lips shall greatly rejoice when I sing
unto thee ; and my soul, which thou hast redeemed.”

And yet, and yet, and yet, if we are very happy to-day, and though
that happiness be lawful and proper, because it arises both out of
spiritual and temporal things in due order, yet in all human happiness
there lurks a danger. There is a wealth which hath a sorrow neces-
sarily connected with it, and I ween that even when God maketh
rich and addeth no sorrow therewith, yet he makes provision against
an ill which else would surely come. Let me remind you of that
memorable passage, ‘“ There the glorious Lord will be unto us a place
of broad rivers and streams.” The Lord is all that to his believing
people. But then broad rivers and streams have a danger appertaining
to thew, for these are waterways by which the pirates of the sea
approach a city and plunder it ; and hence for Zion’s protection it is
added, “ Wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant
ship pass thereby.”” Thus the Lord gives the benefit without the
danger naturally attendant upon it; he gives peace, but prevents
carnal security, and he gives happiness but prevents the pride and pre-
sumption which are too apt to grow out of it, The text speaks of
goodness and prosperity procured for us, and then tells us that all
danger which might arise out of it is averted by a gracious work upon the
heart. The Lord sends a chastened joy,—* they shall fear and tremble.”
Instead of undulyexulting in their possessions, and becoming high-minded
and vainglorious, the Lord’s people are kept lowly and self-distrustful,
and thus their happiness brings glory to God, and the Lord’s word is
fulfilled, “1t shall be to me a name of joy, a praise and an honour
before all the nations of the earth, which shall hear all the good that I
do unto them.” This then is our subject, the sanctifying and mellowing
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of our joy. We shall try to see the Lord’s loving wisdom in this matter,
that we may the more wisely love him, and the more intelligently
estimate his prudent conduct towards us. We shall first notice this
toning down of our joy ; and then in the second place we shall observe
the feelings by which this chaslened effect 4s produced ; and thirdly, we
shall look to the measure in which most of us can enter into (his ex-
perience of a joy, toned and tinted by fear and trembling.

I. Let us think a little about THE TONING DOWN OF OUR GREAT
Joys. AsT have said, we need grace in enjoying both temporal and
spiritual prosperity, and therefore I shall speak upon them both., Even
when we are filled with holy delight it is hard to carry a full cup with
a steady hand. When most lifted up with spiritual joy we are not
beyond gunshot of the enemy. We need the armour of God on the
right hand as well as on the left. Even when we serve the Lord it
must be with fear, and in his glorious presence we must rejoice with
trembling.

In the cup of salvation there are drops of bitterness, and so must it
be, for wnmuzed delight n this world would be dangerous. Unbroken
prosperity in worldly things has proved perilous to many Christians.
It is no theory, but a matter of sad fact, that many men, as they rise
as to one world sink as to another. I am even afraid that long-con-
tinued health of body is not always for the health of a man’s soul;
and that to be without care and trouble, is not the readiest way
to soul-prosperity. When the sea is smooth the ship makes poor
sailing. Men are bird-limed by their rest and ease, and have small
care to fly heavenward. We are apt to lose our God among our goods.
Is it not so? If the world’s roses had no thorns should we not think it
paradise, and forego all desire for the gardens above? If Israel in
Egypt had dwelt luxuriously, would a cry for deliverance have ever
gone up to heaven? and had Pharaoh been content to ease their bur-
dens, would they ever have marched for Canaan? Alas, we are apt to
chill in our desires for heaven when we get to the warm side of the
hedge, and hear the smooth side of the world’s tongue. When the
flowers of earth charm us we cast our eyes downward and forget the
stars of heaven—at least, the danger lies that way.

Wise men dare not ask for unmingled prosperity, for they are not
sure they can bear it. When first we traval to the south and escape
this land of fog we delight without measure in the sunshine, and are
anxious to bask in it throughout the livelong day. Do you wonder?
Yet before long experience suggests a sunshade, for the stranger finds
that his head cannot endure the full rays of the sun. In the same way
many a man has suffered a sunstroke in his mind, and heart, and cha-
racter, by making money too fast and prospering too much.

There is a danger of another kind in & spivitual experience which is
all smooth and pleasant. You all remember the fate of Moab who had
been at ease from his youth, and had become settled upon his lees ; may
it mever be ours. Yet I haveseen professors lose their balance while
filled with delight. I am not one of those who would speak evil of
excitement in religion: men get excited about politics, why should they
not be excited about eternal things ? Still, there is a kind of delirious
religion abroad which I would have men avoid. Its joys are not calm
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and quiet, but fanatical and noisy. Be ye sober. Do not give up the
reins of your judgment and permit your feelings to run away with you.
Some Christians have been so uniformly joyous that they have grown
elated and self-conceited, even as Jeshurun waxed fat and kicked. A
few have even supposed themselves to be absolutely perfect while in the
flesh—a mere supposition, disproved by their own want of modesty.
We have secen brethren carry their heads so high that they could
hardly understand a poor believer who was wrestling against sin, and
in the strength of God overcoming his corruptions: they have
become censorious, and have condemned their brethren as if they
had been appointed to be judges in Israel to set up whom they would,
and put down whom they chose. Repose of mind, caused as much by
sound bodily health as by spiritual joy, has made men think uncharitably
of sick and sorrowful saints, who have been very dear to Jesus,
though very doubtful of themselves. Alas! a succession of excite-
ments has, in some cases, bred self-sufficiency, and this has made
men light-headed, and they have been carried away by divers heresies.
Eecclesiastical history will tell you that some who have boasted of
their high spiritual delights have gone far in vain imaginings, and
have ended in the worst forms of immorality. It is an extraordinary
fact that super-spirituality has often been found to dwell next door
to sensuality, and men have turned the wine of holy love into the
vinegar of lust. I need not go to ancient chronicles to prove this:
a word to the wise suffices. Kven spiritual joy needs a dash of salt, if
not of wormwood, to be mingled with it. Holy delight needs to be
coupled with sacred grief; repentance must go with faith, patience
with-hope, humility with full assurance, and conscious self-emptiness
with a sense of the all-sufficiency of Christ.

I would remind you next, that wnmized joy would be fallacious, because
there is no such thing here below. If a man should become perfectly
contented with the things of this world, it would be the result of a
false view of things. This is an error against which we should pray;
for this world cannot- fill the soul, and if a man thinks he has filled
his soul with it, he must be under a gross delusion. What is the best
thing of earth—but a bubble, tinted with rainhow hues, but unsub-
stantial as a dream ? Every earthly joy hath within it the seeds of its
own destruction ? Oh man, if thou didst but know thyself, much more
thy God, thou wouldst be assured that visible things can never satisfy
the desires of a spiritual being.

As to spiritual joy, I say that in no man’s experience can it be long
without admixture and yet be true. Never at any moment can a
Christian be in such aposition that he has not some cause either for dis-
satisfaction with himself, or fear of the tempter, or anxiety to-be faithful
in service.  Our streams of joy blend with currents of fear. Blessed
be God, my sin is forgiven me : this joy calls up its balancing thought,
—Oh that the Spirit of God may help me not to sin again, Again I
sing,—Blessed be God, I have gotten the victory over an evil habit:
but my song is followed by the prayer—Lord, enable me to conquer
all evils, even those which as yet I know not. Thus joy and fear hang
like the two scales of a balance,-—I mean not the fear which love casts
out, but the filial fear which love fosters. If God has preserved his






