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“ Rightly dividing the word of truth.”—2 Timothy ii. 15.

Tivoray was to divide rightly the word of God. This every Christiar
minister must do if he would make full proof of his ministry, and if he
would be clear of the blood of his hearers at the last great day. Of
the whole twenty years of my printed sermons, I can honestly say that.-
this has been my aim—rightly to divide the word of truth. Wherein
I have succeeded I magnify the name of the Lord, wherein I have
failed I Jament my faultiness. And now once more we will try again,
and may God the Holy Spirit, without whose power nothing can be
done aright, help us rightly to divide the word of truth.

The expression is a very remarkable one, because it bears so many
phases of meaning. I do not think that any one of the figures by
which I shall illustrate it will be at all strained, for they have been
drawn from the text by most eminent expositors, and may fairly be
taken as honest comments, even when they might be challenged as
correct interpretations of the text. “Rightly dividing the word of
truth” is our authorised version, but we leave 1t for a little to consider
other renderings. Timothy was neither to mutilate, nor twist, nor
torture, nor break in pieces the word, nor keep on the outside of it, as
those do who never touch the soul of a text, but rightly to divide it,
as one taught of God to teach others.

L. The vulgate version translates it—and with a considerable degree
of accuracy—* Rightly HANDLING the word of truth.” What is the
right way, then, to handle the word of truth ? It is like a sword, and
it was not meant to be played with. That is not rightly to handle the
gospel. It must be used in earnest and pushed home.  Are you con-
verted, my friends? Do you believe in Jesus Christ? Are you saved,
or not? Swords are meant to cut and hack, and wound, and kill with,
and the word of truth is for pricking men in the heart and killing
their sins. The word of God 15 not committed to God’s ministers to
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amuse men with its glitter, nor to charm them with the jewels in its
hilt, but to conquer their souls for Jesus. Remember, dear hearers,
if the preacher does not push you to this—that you shall be con-
verted, or he will know the reason why; if he does not drive you
to this—that you shall either wilfully reject, or cheerfully accept Christ,
he has not yet known how rightly to handle the great “sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God.” Now, then, where are you per-
sonally at this moment ? Are you unbelievers, upon whem the wrath
of God abideth, or are you believers, who may lay claim to that gracious
word, ¢ Verily, verily, 1 say unto you, he that believeth in me hath
everlasting life.” Oh that the Lord would make his all-discerning
word go round this place and strike at every conscience and lay bare
every heart with its mighty power.

He that rightly handles the word of God will never wse it fo defend
men in their sins, but to slay their sins. If there be a professing
Christian here who is living in known sin, shame upon him ; and if
there be a non-Christian man who is living in sin, let his conscience
upbraid him, What will he do in that day when Christ comes to judge
the hearts of men, and the books shall be opened, and every thought
shall be read out before an assembled universe? I desire to handle
the word of God so that no man may ever find an excuse in my ministry
for his living without Christ, and living in sin, but may know clearly
that sin is a deadly evil, and unbelief the sure destroyer of the soul.
He has indeed been made to handle the word aright who plunges it
like a two-edged sword into the very bowels of sin.

The gospel ought never to be used for frightening sinners from Christ.
I believe it is so handled sometimes. Sublime doctrines are rolled
like rocks in the sinner’s way, and dark experiences set up as a
standard of horror which must be reached before a man may believe
in Jesus: but rightly to handle the word of life is to frighten men
Christ rather than from him, yea, to woo them to him by the sweet
assurance that he will cast out none that come, that he asks no prepara-
tions of them, but if they come at once as they are he will assuredly
receive them, Have I not handled the word of truth in this way
hundreds of times in this house? Has it not been a great magnet
attracting sinners ? As a magnet has two poles, and with one pole it
repels, 80, no doubt, the truth of God repels the prejudiced, rebellious
heart, and thus it is a savour of death unto death; but our object is
so to handle it that the attractive pole may come into operation through
the power of the Spirit of God, and men may be drawn to Christ.

Moreover, if we rightly handle the word of God we shall not preach
it s0 as to send Christians into a sleepy state. 'That is easily done. We
may preach the consolations of the gospel till each professor feels
] am safe enough ; there isnoneed to watch, no need to fight, no need
for any exertion whatever. My battle is fought, my victory is won, I
have only to fold my arms and go to sleep.” No, no, men, this is not
how we handle the word of God, but our cry is, “ Work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling ; for it is God which worketh in you
both to will and to do of his good pleasure. Watch and pray that ye
enter not into temptation. Reckon not yourselves to have attained unto
perfection, but forget the things that are behind, and reach forward to
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that which is before, everlooking unto Jesus.” This is rightly to
handle the word of God.

And, oh, beloved, there is one thing that I dread above all others—
lest I should ever handle the word of God so as fo persuade some of you
that you are saved when yow are not. To collect a large number of
professors together is one thing ; but to have a large number of true
saints built together in Christ is quite another thing. To get up a
whirl of excitement, and to have people influenced by that excitement,
so that they think full surely that they are converted, has been done a
great many times; but the bubble has, by-and-by, vanished. The
balloon has been filled until it has burst. God save us from that. We
want sure work, lasting work, a work of divine grace in the heart.
If you are not converted, pray do not pretend that you are. If you have
not known what it is to be brought down to see your own nothing-
ness, and then to be built up by the power of the Spirit upon Christ as
the only foundation, oh, remember that whatever is built upon the
quicksand will fall with a crash in the hour of trial. Do not be satis-
fied with anything short of a deep foundation, cut in the solid rock of
the work of Jesus Christ. Ask for real vital godliness, for nothing
else will serve your turn at the last great day. Now, this is rightly
to handle the word of God; to use it to push truth home upon men
for their present conversion, to use it for the striking down of their
sins, to use it to draw men to Christ, to use it to arouse sinners, and
to use it to produce, not mere profession, but a real work of grace in
the hearts of men. May the Holy Ghost teach all the ministers of
Christ after this fashion to handle the two-edged sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God.

II. But now, secondly, iy text has another meaning. It has an idea
in it which I can only express by a figure. “Rightly dividing, or
STRAIGHT CUTTING.” A ploughman stands here with his plough, and
he ploughs right along from this end of the field to the other, making
a straight forrow. And so Paul would have Timothy make a straight
furrow right through the word of truth. I believe there is no preaching
that God will ever accept but that which goes decidedly through
the whole line of truth from end to end, and is always thorough,
honest, and downright. As truth is a straight line, so must our handling
of the truth be straightforward and honest, without shifts or tricks.
There are two or three furrows which I have laboured hard to plough.
One is the furrow of free grace. “Salvation is of the Lord,”—he
begins it, he carries it on, he completes it. Salvation is not of man,
neither by man, but of grace alone. Grace in election, grace in re-
demption, grace in effectual calling, grace in final perseverance, grace
In conferring the perfection of glory; it is all grace from beginning
to end. If we say at any time anything which is really contrary
to this distinct testimony that salvation is of grace, believe us mnof.
This furrow must be ploughed fairly, plainly, and beyond all mistake.
Sinner, you cannot be saved by any merit, penance, preparation, or
feeling of your own. The Lord alone must save you as a. work of
gratis mercy, not because you deserve it, but because he wills to

do it to magnify his abundant love. That is the straight furrow
of the Word.



88 METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE PULPIT.

We endeavour always to make a straight furrow upon the matter of
human depravity—to preach that man is fallen, that every part and
passion of his nature is perverted, that he has gone astray altogether,
ig gick from the crown of his head to the sole of his foot, yea, 1s dead
in trespasses and sins, and corrupt before God. ¢ There is none that
doeth good, no, not one.” I have noticed some preachers ploughing
this furrow very crookedly, for they say, “There are some very
fine points about man still, and many good things in him which
only need developing and educating.” You may have read in
the history of Mr. Whitfield’s time what a howl was made at him
because he once said that man was half beast and half devil. I do not
think he ever got nearer the truth than when he said that ; only I
would beg the beast’s pardon, for a beast would scarcely become so evil
and vile as human nature becomes when it is left alone fully to develop
itself. O pride of human nature, we plough right over thee! The
hemlock stands in thy field, and must be cut up by the roots. Thy
weeds smile like fair flowers, but the ploughshare must go right through
them all till all human beauty is shown to be a painted J ezebel, and
all human glorying a bursting bubble. God is everything, man is
nothing. God in his grace saves man, but man by his sin utterly
ruins himself until God’s grace interposes. I like to plough a straight
furrow here.

Another straight furrow is that of fuith. We are sent to tell men
that he that believeth and is baptised shall be saved, and our duty
is to put it so. “ Salvation is not of works ;” that is not the furrow:
not of prayers, that is not the furrow : not of feelings—that is not
the gospel furrow : not of preparations and amendments and reforms :
but by faith in Jesus Christ. He that believeth on him is not con-
demned. As we begin the new life by faith, we must abide in it by
faith. We are not to be saved by faith up to a certain point, and then
to rely upon ourselves. Having begun in the gospel we are not to be
perfected by the law. “The just shall live by faith.” We live by faith
at the wicket-gate, and we live by faith until we enter into our eternal
rest. Believe !/—that is the grand gospel precept, and we trust we have
never gone out of this furrow, but have tried to plough right across
the gospel field from end to end, crying, “Look unto me and be ye
saved, all ye ends of the earth, for Jehovah is God, and beside him
there is none else.”

Another furrow which some do not much like to plough, but which
must be distinctly marked if a man is an honest ploughman for God,
is that of repentance. Sinner, you and your sing must part. You have
been married long, and you have had a merry time of it perhaps ; but
you must part. You and your sins must separate, or you and your
God will never come fogether. Not one sin may you keep. 'They
must all be given up: they must be brought out like the Cana-
anitish kings from the cave, and hanged up before the sun. Not one
darling must he spared. You must forsake them, loathe them, abhor
them, and ask the Lord to overcome them. Do you not know that the
furrow of repentance runs right through the Christian’s life? He sins,
and as long as he sins he repents of his sin. The child of God cannot
love sin: he must loathe it as long as he sees any of it in existence.
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There is the furrow of koliness, that is the next turn the ploughman
takes “ Without holiness no man shall see the Lord.” We have preached
salvation by grace, but we do not preach salvation to those who still
continue in sin. The children of God are a holy people, washed,
purged, sanctified, and made zealous for good works ; and he who talks
about faith, and has no works to prove that his faith is a living faith,
lies to himself and lies before God. Itis faith that saves us, not works,
but the faith that saves us always produces works: it renews the
heart, changes the character, influences the motives, and is the means in
the hand of God of making the man a new creature in Christ Jesus. No
nonsense about it, sirs: you may be baptised and re-baptised, you
may attend to sacraments, or you may believe in an orthodox creed ;
but you will be damned if you live in sin. You may become a deacon,
or an elder, or a minister, if you dare ; but there is no salvation for any
man who still harbours his sins. “The wages of sin is death ”—death
to professors as well as to non-professors. If they hug their sins in
secret God will reveal those sins in public, and condemn them accord-
ing to the strict justice of his law. These are the furrows we have
tried to plongh—deep, sharp cut, and straight. Oh, that God might
plough them himself in all your hearts that you may know experi-
mentally how the truth is rightly divided.

II1. There is a third meaning to the text. * Rightly dividing the
word of truth” is, as some think, an expression taken from the priests
dividing the sacrifices. When they had a lamb or a sheep, a ram or a
bullock to offer, after they had killed it, it was cut in pieces, carefully
and properly; and it requires no little skill to find out where the
joints are, so as to cut up an animal discreetly. Now, the word of
truth has to be taken to pieces wisely ; it is not to be hacked or torn as
by a wild beast, but rightly divided. There has to be DISCRIMINATION
AND DISSECTION. It is a great part of a minister’s duty to be able to
dissect the gospel—to lay one piece there, and another there, and
preach with clearness, distinction, and discrimination.

Every gospel minister must divide between the covenant of works
and the covenant of grace. It is a very nice point that, and many fail
to discern it well ; but it must always be kept clear, or great mischief
will be done. Confusion worse confounded follows upon confusing
grace and law. There is the covenant of works—¢ This do, and thou
shalt live,” but its voice is not that of the covenant of grace which
says, “ Hear and your soul shall live.” “You shall, for T will:” that
ig the covenant of grace. It is a covenant of pure promise unalloyed
by terms and conditions. I have heard people put it thus—*“Believers
will be saved if from this time forth they are faithful to grace given.”
That savours of the covenant of works, “God will love you "—says
another,—“4f you—.” Ah, the moment you get an “4f” in it, it is the
covenant of works, and the gospel has evaporated. Oil and water will
sooner mix than merit and grace. When you find: the covenant of
works anywhere, what are you to do with it? Why, do what Abraham
did, and what Sarah demanded, “ cast out the bond-woman and her son,
for the son of the bondwoman ghall not be heir with my son, even
with Isaac.” If you are a child of the free-grace promise, do not
suffer the Hagar and Ishmael of legal bondage and carnal hope to live






