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‘““The light of the body-is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full
of licht. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness.” —Matthew vi. 22, 23.

THIS sentence has in it the nature of a proverb. Itis well worthy of frequent quotation,
as it is applicable to such various circumstances. lt1s one of the most pithy, sententious
utterances of our Saviour. So full of meaning is it, that it would be utterly impossible
for us to draw out all its analogies. It 18 capable of adaptation to so many different
things, that the ablest commentators despair of being able to give you the whole of its
fulness, DBut remark, that very much of the meaning is to be discovered by the use ;
as the varieties of our personal experience, furnish varieties of practical reflec-
tion. For example, we may interpret the passage of conscience as the eye of the soul,—
conscience must be clear and simple. 1If the conscience, which is the candle of the
Lord, and which searcheth the secret parts of the belly, be not light but darkness,
how great must the darkness be! If a man has not enough conscience to know dark
ness from light and lizht from darkness, and he puts bitter for sweet and sweet for
bitter ; if that only power, on which seem to tremble some rays of the ancient light of
manhood, be darkened,-—if the lighthouse be quenched, if the windows be sealed up,—
how great, indeed, must be the darkness of man! We cannot wonder, when once a
man has a depraved and seared conscience, that he runs into iniquity willingly, com-
mits sin with both hands, and goes from step to step till he obtains the highest seat in
the scale of sin. The symbol of the eye here may also refer to. the wunderstanding,
taken 1n a yet broader sense than as the conscience ; for, I suppose, that conscience is,
after all, but the understanding exercised about moral truth. If the understanding of
man be dark, how dark must be man’s soul! If that which judges, and weighs, and
tests ; 1f that which is to us the teacher, the recorder of the town of Mansoul ; if that
be amiss, if the recorder make wrong entries, if the understanding hath bad scales and
useth divers weights, how gross, indeed, must be the ignorance of anan! What!
Seal up the windows of the house ; surely the thickness of the walls will not so much
keep away the light as the sealing up of the windows. Let but the understanding be
enlightened, and the rays will diffuse themselves, and #Mluminate every faculty of the
whole man : but, ah, ifit be darkened, man isin darkness as respects all his powers. Yet
again, the term ‘“ eye ” may also respect the heart ; for, in some sense, the heart is the eyo
of the soul. The affections turn the man in a certain direction, and whither the affec-
tions go the eye is turned. There is such a connection between the heart and the eye
of man, that well might this text have such a reference. If the affections be pure, the
man will be pure; but if the affections themselves be perverted, debased, degraded,
we need not marvel that the man’s whole life should be degraded, debased, and filthy
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too. You see the aptness of the proverb by the numerous moral truths it may serve
to 1llustrate ; but time will only allow me to take it in more than one or two aspects,
and may God bless what I shall have to say to all our hearts.

I shall regard our text as having to do, first, with the eye of our faith ; and, secondly,
with the eye of our obedience.

1. First, with THE EYE OF OUR FAITH. Faith to the spiritual man is his eye. It
ts with that he looks to Christ—looks unto him whom he hath pierced, and weeps for
his sin. It 18 by faith that he walks ; not by natural sight, but by the sight which is
yiclded to him by his spiritual eye—his faith. It is by this faith that he sees things
not as yet visible to the eye of sense ; realizes the unseen, and beholds the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of things wlich the natural eye cannot discern. TFaith
15 to the Christian an eye both quick and sharp, an eye which discovers sin, an eye
which discerns the Master’s will, an eye which looks forward, and down a lengthy
racecourse to the reward which awaits all those who so run as to receive the prize, look-
ing unto Christ Jesus. Ifaith peers across the stream of death, and descries the rest
which remaineth for the people of God. Faith hath indeed, so sharp a vision, that it
seeth the glories which God-hath prepared for them that love him ; beholds the face of
the crowned Redeemer in bliss, and meekly bows before him in adoration. Faith,
then, i3 the eye of the believer's soul. Any diseases, therefore, in our faith will bring
disease into the entire man. If our faith be weak, then the light in our entire spirit
will be very hazy. He who staggers at the promise, through unbelief, will stagger in
other places besides his faith, he will stagger on his knees, his hands will becone
weak, and his heart will often palpitate. He who can see well with the eye of faith,
can do all things. If our faith be the measure of our strength, he that 1s strong in
faith, is strong to do mighty exploits. By his God shall he break through a troop ; in
the name of his God shall he leap over a wall. But he who is afraid of the promise,
staggering at its greatness, instead of adoring the greatness of the giver,—he who
looks at the blessing, and trembles because of his unworthiness, forgetful of the
graciousness of him who giveth gifts to the undeserving,~—he must be a weak and
sorrowful man. Lattle faith 1s sale, but he is seldom happy. It is very rarely that
Ready-to-halt can dance upon his crutches. Miss Much-afraid is usually of a sorrow-
ful countenance. But Great-heart is a man whose face is anointed with fresh oil ; and
Faithful is he who can look into the midst of the fires, and fear not their fury ; while
Hopeful is one that can pass through the river Jordan itself and cry, ‘‘ Fear not, 1 feel
the bottom, and it is good.” Diseases, I say, in our faith will bring disease into the
whole spiritnal man ; and weakness here will make us weak everywhere. 1f our faith
also be variable, if it hath its uphills and its downhills, its ebbings and its flowings,
then it will in every ebb and flow, affect the whole spiritual being. When faith is in its
flood-tide, the soul floats joyously above every rock, nor fears even the thought of a
quicksand. But when faith is at its ebb, then—though blessed be God the tide never
goes so low as to wreck the vessel--yet sometimes she seems to bump upon the sands,
or the rocks grate against her keel. It is hard sailing with Little-faith. It is dithcult
travelling on the road to heaven when faitn varies and is unstable as water. That
Christian cannot excel whose faith is of an inconstaut character. But, my brethren,
there is one disease of faith which will not merely bring disease into the soul, but
positive death ; there is one sickness of our faith which is mortal, which must bring the
man who labours under it inevitably to destruction : and that is a want of singleness
in our faith, the want of simplicity in it. He who has two grounds of trust is lost.
He who relies upon two salvations, and cannot say of Christ, ¢‘ He is all my salvation,
and all my desire,” that man is not only in danger of being lost, but he is condemned
already ; because in fact he believeth not on the Son of God. He is not alive to God
at all, but rests partly on the cross, and then in some measure on something else. He
only is the quickened and living child of God whose faith is ‘‘fixed on nothing less than
Jesu’s blood and righteousness.” _

It is with this disease of faith I have to deal this morning. Be it so, that the light
&f thy body is the eye of thy faith, therefore when thy eye be single, when thou seest
but one object, and lookest unto Jesus alone, thy whole body shall be full of light.
There shall be the light of peace and joy in Christ Jesus. But if thy eye be evil, and
it must be evil if it is not single, if it be divided between two objects, know that thy
whole body shall be full of darkness; doubt and despondency shall cast 1ts thick
shadows over thee now, and yet worse thou shalt be presently overtaken with the
Egyptian darkness of despair, when God shall cast thee away. IFFor hear me, thou who
art trusting to two things—trusting partly in Christ, and partly in thy good works, or
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