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~ ““When men are cast down, then thou shalt say, There is lifting up ; and he shall
save the humble person."—Job xxii. 29. I
ALTHOUGH we cannot take everything that Eliphaz the Temanite hap-
pened to say as being of divine authority, the immediate inspiration of
the Holy Spirit; yet in this case he evidently gives utterance to such s
eat and important truth that we may regard these words of his a8
being the words of God, confirmed as they are by like sentiments to be
found 1n other parts of the Scriptures of truth. ' -

- If you read the verse carefully, you will sympathize with the perplexity
of expositors, who have been not a little puzzled to know which out of
three meanings is the one intended. I shall not presume to pronounce
an arbitrary decision; but after mentioning the three different construc-
tions, I shall dwell upon the last, and amplify it for practical uses.
The first 18, that fhis verse may be read by way of discrimination.
When other men—the wicked and ungodly—are cast down, believers,
resting upon their God, shall be able to say, * There 43 lifting up,” and
instead of harbouring a thought of despair, they shall cling to the promise
that God will save the humble person. The text may thus indicate the
distinction there is between the righteous and the wicked. When the
flood came, then the ungodly world was bowed down by fear, but Noah
could say, “ There is lifling up;” and as the ark began to float upon the
waters, his mind was perfectly convinced that God would save the
humble. 'When the fiery sleet began to fall upon Sodom and Go-
morrah, then the wicked were wise too late, and they, too, were filled
with dismay; but Lot, as he escaped out of the city, conld feel that
there was for him “lifting up,” and that God had saved out of the
midst of destruction that “humble person,” whose ears and heart
had been vexed with the ungodly speeches of the Sodomites. Let us
learn, therefore, and so leave this aspect of the text, that the Lord
hath put a difference between Israel and Egypt—a difference never so
conspicuous as In time of trouble. He will not mete out the same
measure to his friends as to his enemies. Tle black side of the pillar
of Providence shall e turned towards the Egyptians, while the bright
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side shall shine fully and cheerfully into the faces of the Israelites. Just
as the Red Sea 1s swallowing up God’s foes, his friends upon the other
bank shall be singing their psalms of victory, and magnifying his power
to save. Humble Christian, whatever may occur, youv need never fear.
If all the predicted tribulations which some men delight in anticipating
should be fulfilled to-morrow, it would not signify to you. If the earth
should rock and reel, if the sun should be turned into darkness and the
moon into blood, and the stars should fall like fig-leaves from the tree;
you, if you could no longer be safe under heaven, would be caught up
into heaven; but anyhow, God would be sure to preserve you. When
the wicked are bowed down, you shall be able to sing, “There is
lifting up.” |
The second way of reading the text is full of personalconsolation. “When
men are cast down”—appropriating the calamity when we ourselves
are cast down, and leaving out the discrimination between the righteous
and the wicked—when e, in common with the rest of mankind, suffer
by the adversities incidental to all men—when we find out that we are
“born to trouble as the sparks fly upward ”—then our Father comes fo
our relief, cheers us with comfort, and inspirits us with hope, sweetly
whispering in our ears, “ There is lifting np; hope thou in God, for%
shall yet praise him.” After all the waves and billows had gone over
the Psalmist’s head, his hope rises up out of the deep, and sings, as the
waters stream from her hair, “ Hope thou in God, for I shall yet praise
him;” and as her countenance glistens in the sun, and is made bright by
the brine into which she has dived, she adds, ¢ He is the help of my counte-
nance and my God.” Christian brother, possibly you are at this very hour
sorely cast down. You are reflecting upon yesterday’s ills, or fore-
doding worse ills on the morrow. “ What shall I eat? and what shall I
drink ?” may be questions which are pressing grievously on your mind.
Parents may be here whose dear children are sick, or it may be worse
han that; perhaps there is a father, whose rebellious son is vexing his
heart and making his hair turn grey. You are bowed down, many of
you; some from one cause and some from another. Oh that your trials
may bring your faith into exercise! You are in your Father’s hands.
He is the God of hope; yea, and he is the God of patience and consola-
tion. The Lord reigneth: all things work together for good to them
that love God. You may safely conclude that there is lifting up. Though
you may now feel very humble under these afflicting dispensations, yet,
as certainly as God’s Word saith, ¢ He-shall save the humble person,”
so certainly will he send salvation unto you. Be of good courage, then;
perhaps the text is God’s message to your sinking spirits—* 1t is 1; be
not afraid.” B '
The third way of understanding the text, however, is that upon which
I wish to dwell. A practical obligation ts here enforced. * When men
are cast down "—that is, when other men are cast down, either by spi-
ritual anxieties or by peculiar troubles of a worldly sort—then the Chris-
tian’s business is to act the part of a comforter, to step in and say to
his brethren or his neighbours, “ There is lifting up.” It should be his
occupation to tell out this good news—this panacea for heart troubles,
—God saves humble souls; there is no necessity for despair this side of
hell; as long as a man is in this trial state there is hope that his sack-






