The el Park Steeet Pulpit,

o v

ADOPTION.

e

A4 Scrmon
DrriverED AT ExETER HaLL, STRAND, BY THR

REV. C. H. SPURGEON.

“ Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according te
the good pleasure of his will,”—Ephesians i. 5.

It is at once a doctrine of Scripture and of common sense, that whatever GGod
does in time he predestined to do in eternity. Some men find fault with divine
predestination, and challenge the justiceof eternal decrees. New, if they will please
to remember that predestination is the counterfoil of history, as an architectural
plan, the carrying out of which we read in the facts that happen, they may perhaps
obtain a slight clue to the unreasonableness of their hostility. I never heard any
one among professors wantonly and wilfully find fault with God’s dealings, yet I
have heard some who would even dare to call in question the equity of his
counsels, If the thing itself be right, it must be right that God intended to do
the thing; if you find no fault with facts, as you see them in providence, you have
no ground to complain of decrees, as you find them in predestination, for the decrees
and the facts are just the counterparts one ofthe other, Have you any reason to find
fault with God, that he has been pleased to save you, and save me? Then why
should you find fault because Scripture says he pre-determined that he would
save us? Icannotsee,if the fact itself is agreeable, why the decree should be objec-
tionable. I can see no reason why you should find fault with God’s foreordination,
if you do not find fault with what does actually happen as the effect of it. Leta man
but agree to acknowledge an act of providence, and 1 want to know how he can, except
he runs in the very teeth of providence, find any fault with the predestination or inten-
tion that God made concerning that providence., Will you blame me for preaching this
morning? Suppose you answer, No. Thea can you blame me that I formed a reso-
lution last night that I would preach? Will you blame me for preaching on this par-
ticular subject? Do, if you please, then,and find me guilty for intending to do so; but
iIf you say I am perfectly right in selecting such a subject, how can you say I
was not perfectly right in intending to preach upon it? Assuredly you cannot
find fault with God’s predestination, if you do not find fault with the effects that
Immediately spring from it. Now, we are taught in Scripture, I affirm again, that
all things that God choseth to do in time were most certainly intended by hini to
be done in eternity, and he predestined such things should be done. If I am
called, 1 believe God intended before all worlds that I should be called; if in his
mercy he has regenerated me, I believe that from all eternity he intended to
regenerate me; and if in his loving-kindness he shall at last perfect me and carry
me to heaven, 1 believe it always was his intention to do so. If you cannot
find fault with the thing itself that God does, in the name of reason, common
sense, and Scripture, how dare you find fault with God’s intention to do it?

But there are one or two acts of God which, while they certainly are decreed as
much as other things, yet they bear such a special relation to God’s predestination
that 1t is rather difficult to say whether they were done in eternity or whether
they were done in time, Election is one of those things which were done abso-
lutely in eternity; all who were elect, were elect as much in eternity as they are
In time. But you may say, Does the like affirmation apply to adoption or justifi-
cation? My late eminent and now glorified predecessor, Dr. Gill, diligently studying
the‘se doctrines, said that adoption was the act of God in eternity, and that as all
believers were elect in eternity, so beyond a doubt they were adopted in eternity,

97



ANarrioN.

He went further than that to include the doctrine of justification, and he said that
inasmuch as Jesus Christ was hefure all worlds justified by his Father, and accepted
bv him as our representative, therefore all the elect must have been justified in
Christ from before all worlds. Nnw, I believe there is a great deal of truth in
what he said, though there was a considerable outcry raised against him at the
time he first uttered it. However, that being a high and mysterious point, we
would have you accept the doctrine that all tliose who are saved at last were elect in
eternity when the means as well the end were determined. With regard to adop-
tion, I believe we were predestined thereunto in eternity; but I do think there are
some points with regard to adoption which will not allow me to consider the act of
adoption to have been completed in eternity. For Instance, the positive translation
of my soul from a state of nature into a state of grace is a part of adoption, or at
least it is an cffect of it, and so close an effect that 1t really seems to be a part of
adoption itself, [ believe that this was designed, and 10 fact that it was virtually
carried out in God’s everlasting covenant; but I think that it was not actually
then brought to pass in all its fulness. So with regard to justification, I wust
Lold, that in the moment when Jesus Christ paid my debts, my debts were can-
celled—in the hour when he worked out for me a perfect righteousness it was
imputed to me, and theretore I may as a believer say I was complete in Christ
before I was born, accepted in Jesus, even as Levi was blessed 1n the loins of Abraham
by Melchisedec; but I know likewise that justification is described in the Scriptures
as passing upon me at the time I believe. * Being justified by faith,” I am told,
“I have peace with Gud, through Jesus Christ.” I think, therefore, that adop-
tion and justification, while they have a very great alliance with eternity, and
were virtually done then, yet have both of thiem such a near relation to us
in time, and such a bearing upon our own personal standing and character,
that they have also a part and parcel of themselves actually carried out and
performed in time in the heart of every believer. I may be wrong in this expo-
sition; it requires much more time to study this subject than 1 have been able
yet to give to it, seceing that my years are not yet many; [ shall no doubt
by degrees come to the knowledge more fully of such high and mysterious
puints of gospel doctrine. But nevertheless, while I find the majority of sound divines
holding that the works of justification and adoption are done in our lives, 1 see, on
the other hand, in Scripture, much to lead me to believe that both of them were
done in eternity: and I think the fairest view of the case is, that while they were
virtually done in eternity, yet both adoption and justification are actually passed
upon us, in our proper persons, consciences, and experiences, in time,—so that both
the Westminster confession and the idea of Dr. Gill can be proved to be Scriptural,
and we may hold them both without any prejudice the one to the other.

Well now, beloved, leaving then the predestination, let us come to as full a
consideration as the hour shall enable us to give of the doctrine of ** the adoption
of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will.”

First, then, adoption—the grace of God displayed in it; secondly. adoption—the
privi'eyes which it brings; thirdly, adoption—the duties which it necessardy places upun
every adopted child.

I. First, ADOPTION—THE GRACE OF IT. | .

Adoption is that act ot God, whereby men who were by nature the children of
wrath, even as others, and were of the lost and ruined family of Adam, are from
no reason in themselves, but entirely of the pure grace of God, trnnslatec_l out of
the evil and black family of Satan, and brought actually and virtually into-the
tamily of God; so that they take his name, share the privileges of sons, and they
are to all intents and purposes the actual offspring and children of Gud.

This is an act of pure grace, No man can ever have a right in himself to be-
come adopted. If I had, then I should receive the inheritance in my own right—
hut inasmuch as I have no right whatever to be a child of God, and can by no possi-
hility claim so high a privilege in and of myself, adoption 1s the pure gratuitous
¢ffect of divine grace, and of that alone. I could suppose that justification might
be by works under the old covenant; but I could not suppose adoption to be
under the old covenant at all, I could imagine a man keeping the law perﬂ?u_tl Y,
and being justified by 1t, 1f Adam had not fallen: but even upon such a supposition,
Adam himself would have had no right to adoption—he would still have been only
a scrvant, and not a son. Above all contradiction and controversy, that groat and
vlorivus act whereby God makes us ot his tamily, and unites us to Jesus Clirist ay
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