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DEARLY BELOVED, _ _ .

It hath pleased the Lord by a painful illness to interrupt for a little while my usual labors,
As T was unable to preach last Lord's day, accept this week the issue of an old sermon. Though
it has been buried in my publishers’ warehouse for two years, I pray God it may bud afresh and
bring forth firuit, even as old corn after having been entombed in Egyvptian sepulchres for centuries
will often germinate again and yield an abundant crop. Ye have prayed for me, The Lord hath
visited e in the chamber of affliction. 1 am recovering ;: and God knoweth “I long to see you, und
impart unto you some spivitual gift;" and I trust that ere long " through your prayers I shall be
given unto you.”  Yours in much affection,— C. H. 8.

AN APPEAL TO SINNERS.

a4 Sermon

DELIVERED ON SaBnATH EVENING, SEPTEMBER 14TH, 1856, BY THE

REV. C. H. SPURGEON,

AT EXETER HALL, STRAND.

¢ This man receiveth sinners.””—Luke xv. 2,

IT was a singular group which had gathered round our Saviour, when these words
were uttered; for we are told by the evangelist—* Then drew near unto him all the
publicans and sinners for to hear him.” The publicans—the very lowest grade,
the public oppressors, scorned and hated by the meanest Jew—these, together with
the worst of characters, the scum of the streets and the very riff-raff of the society
of Jerusalem, came around this mighty preacher, Jesus Christ, in order to listen to
his words. On the outside of the throng there stood a few respectable people, who
in those days were called Pharisees and Scribes—men who were highly esteemed
in the synagogues as rulers, and governors, and teachers. These looked with scorn
upon the Preacher; and watched him with invidious eyes, to find some fault. It
they could find none in him personally, yet they could easily find it in his congre-
gation; his deportment towards them shocked their false notion of propriety, and
when they observed that he was affable with the very worst of characters, that he
_spoke loving words to the most fallen of mankind, they said of him what they
intended for a disgrace, albeit it was highly to his honour: ¢ This man receiveth
sinners.” I believe that our Saviour could not have wished to have had a sentence.
uttered concerning him, more evidently true or more thoroughly consistent with
his sacred commission. It is the exact portrait of his character; the hand of a
master seems to have limned him to the very life,. He is the man who “receiveth
sinners.” Many a true word has been spoken in jest, and many a true word bhas
been. spoken in slander. Men have said sometimes in jest, ¢ There goes a saint;”
but 1t has been true. They have said, *“ There goes one of your chosen ones, one of
your elect;” they meant it as a slander, but the doctrine they scandalized was to
the person who received it a comfort; it was his glory and his honour. Now the
Scribes and Pharisces wished to slander Christ; but in so doing they outstripped
their intentions, and bestowed upon him a title of renown. * This man receiveth
sinners, and eateth with them.”

This evening I shall divide my observations to you into three parts. First, the
doctrine, that Christ receiveth sinners, which is a do.trine of holy writ.  Secondly, the
encouragement it affords the sinner ; and thirdly, the exhurtation naturally springing
Jrom 1it, to the sume characier.

L First, then, THE pocTRINE. The doctrine is, not that Christ receiveth ever y-
body, but that he ¢ receiveth sinners.” By that term we, in common parlance,
understand everybody. It is in the present day quite fashionable for everybo.y
to lie against what he believes, and to say he is a sinner. even when he believes
h:mself to be 8 very respectable, well-to-do man, and docs not conceive that he
ever did anything very amiss in his life. It is a sort of orthodox confession for.
men to make, when they say that they are sinners; though they might just as well
use one formula as another, or repeat words in a foreign tongue; for they mean no
deep and heartfelt contrition. They have no true apprehension that they are
sinners at all. These Scribes and Pharisees did virtually assert, that they were
uot sinners; they marked out the Putlicans and the harlots, and the worthless, and
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they said, “ These are sinners, we are not.” ¢ Very well,” said Christ; “I endorse
the distinction you have made. In your own opinion, you are not sinners; well,
you shall stand exempt for the time from being called sinners—I endorse your
distinction. But I beg to inform you, that I came to save those very persons who,
in their own estimation and in yours, are reckoned to be sinners.” It is my belief
that the doctrine of the text is this—that Christ receives not the self-righteous,
not the good, not the whole-hearted, not those who dream that they do not need
& Saviour; but the broken in spirit, the contrite in heart—those who are ready
to confess that they have broken God’s laws, and have merited his displeasure.
These and these alone, Christ came to save; and I reassert the subject of last
Sabbath evening—that Jesus has dicd for such, and for none other; that he has
shed his blood for those who are ready to confess their sins, and who do seek mercy
through the open veins of his wounded body, but for none other did he designedly
offer up himselt upon the cross.

Now, let us remark, beloved. that there is a very wise distinction on the part of
God, that he hath been pleased thus to choose and call sinners to repentance,
and not oth ™. For this reason, none but these ever do come to him, There has
never been such a miracle as a self-rightecous man coming ta Christ for mercy;
none but those who want a Saviour ever did come. It stands to reason, that when
men do not consider themselves in need of a Saviour, they never will approach his
throne; and surely it is satisfactory enough for all purposes, that Christ should say
he receiveth sinners, seeing that sinners are the only persons who will ever come to
him for mercy, and therefore it would be useless for hiin to say that he would
recetve any but those who most assuredly will come.

And mark, again, none but those can come; no man can come to Christ until he
truly knows himself to be a sinner. 7The seif-righteous man cannot come to Christ;
for what 1s implied in coming to Christ? Repentance, trust in his mercy, and the
denial of all confidence in one’s self. Now, a self-righteous man cannot repent,
and yet be self-righteous. He conceives that he has no sin; why, then, should he
repent? Tell him to come to Christ with humble penitence, and he exclaims—
“ Ay! you insult my dignity. Why should 1 approach to God? Wherein have 1
sinned? My knee shall not bend to seek for pardon, wherein I have not offunded;
this lip shall not seek forgiveness when 1 do not believe myself to have transgressed
against God; I shall not ask for mercy.” The seli-righteous man cannot come to
God; for his coming to God implies that he ceases to be self-righteous, Nor can a
self-righteous man put his trust in Christ: why should he? Shall I trust in a
Christ whom 1 do not require? If I be self-righteous, I need no Christ to save me
in my own opinion. How, then, can I come with such a confession as this,

“ Nothing in my hands I bring,”

when I have got my hands full. How can I say, *“ Wash me,” when I believe myself
white? How can I say *“ Heal me,” when I think that I never was sick? How can
1 cry, “ Give me freedom, give me liberty,” when I believe I never was a slave,
and “never in bondage to any man?” It is only the man who knows his slavery
by reason of the bondage of sin, and the man who knows himself to be sick even
unto death by reason of the sense of guilt: it is only the man who feels he cannot
save himself, who can with faith rely upon the Saviour. Nor can the self-righteous
man renounce himself, and lay hold of Christ; because in the renunciation of himself
he would at once become the very character whom Christ says he will receive. He
would then put himselt in the place of the sinner, when he cast away his own
righteousness. Why, sirs, coming to Christ implies the taking off the polluted
robe of our own righteousness, and putting on Christ’s. How can I do that, it I
wittingly wrap my own garment about me? and if in order to come to Christ I must
forsake my own refuge and all my own hope, how can I do it, if I believe my hope
to be good, and my refuge to be secure; and if I suppose that already I am
clothed sufficiently to enter into the marriage supper of the Lamb? Nay, beloved,
it is the sinner, and the siuner only, who can come to Christ; the self-righteous
man cannot do it; it is quite out of his way—he would not do it if he could. His
very eelf-righteousness fetters his foot, so that he cannot come; palsies his arm,
80 that he cannot take hold of Christ; and b.inds his eye, so that he cannot see
the Saviour.

Yet another reason: if these people, who are not sinners, would come to
Christ, Curist would get no glory from them. When the physician openeth his
door for those who are sick, let me go there full of health; hecan win no honour
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