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“Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?"'=Luke ii. 49.

BenoLb, then, how great an interest God the Father takes in the work of salvation,
It is called *his business;” and though Jesus Christ came to accomplish our re-
demption, came to set us a perfect example, and to establish a way of salvation,
yet he came not upon his own business, but upon his Father’s business—his Father
taking as much interest in the salvation of men as even he himself did—the great
heart of the Father being as full of love as the bleeding heart of the Son, and the
mind of the first person of the Trinity being as tenderly affected towards his
chosen as even the mind of Christ Jesus, our substitute, our surety, and our all.
1t is his “ Father’s business ” Behold, also, the condescension of the Son, that he
ehould become the servant of the Father, to do not his own business, but the
Father’s business. See how he stoops to become a child, subject to his mother; and
mark how he stoops to become a man, subject to God his Father. He took upon
himself the nature of man, and though he was the Son, equal in power with God,
who “ counted it not robbery to be equal with God,” yet he * took upon himself the
form of a servant, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”
Learn, then, O believer, to love all the persons of the Divine Trinity alike. Re-
member that salvation is no more the work of one than of the other. They all
three agree in one; and as in the creation they all said, “ Let us make man;” so in
salvation they all say, “Let us save man;” and each of them does so much of it
that it is truly the work of each and undividedly the work of all. Remember that
notable passage of Isaiah the prophet—* I will divide him a portion with the great,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong.” God divides, and Christ divides. The
triumph is God’s; the Father “divides for him a portion with the great;” it is equally
Christ’s; he “divides the spoil with the strong.” Set not one person before the
other; reverently adore them alike, for they are one—one in design, one in
charapter, and one in essence; and whilst they be truly three, we may in adoration
e).cclalxm, “ Unto the one God of heaven and earth pe glory, as it was in the be-
ginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.”

. But now I shall invite your attention, first, to the spirit of the Saviour, as breathed
in these words, *“ Wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business?” and
then, secondly, I shall exhort the children of God, with all the earnestness which I
can command, with all the intensity of power which I can summon to the point, to
labour after the sume spirit, that they too may unfeignedly say, “ Wist ye not that I
must be about my Father’s business ?”

I.' First, ther}, note THE SPIRIT oF CHRIsT, It was a spirit of undivided conse-
cration to the will of God his Father. It was a spirit urged onward by an absolute
necessity to serve God. Note the word “must.” “ Wist yenot that I must?” There is
& something in me which prevents me from doing other work. I feel an all-control-
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ling, overwhelming influence which constrains me at all times and in every place
to be ahout my Father’s business; the spirit of high, holy, entire, sincere, deter-
mined consecration in heart to God. “Wist ye not that I must be about my
Father’s business ?”

First, what was the impelling power which (as it were) forced Christ to be about his
Father’s business? and then, secondly, how did he do his Futher’s business, and what
wasit?

1. What was the impelling power which made Christ say, “I must be about my

+ Father’s business ?”

In the first place, it was the spirit of obedience which thoroughly possessed itself
of his bosom. When he took upon him the form of a servant he received the
spirit of an obedient servant too, and became as perfect in the capacity of a servant
as he had ever been in that of a ruler, though in that he had perfectly executed
all his otfice. Beloved believer! Do you not remember when you were first con-
verted to God, when the young life of your new-born spirit was strong and active,
how impetuously you desired to obey God, and how intense was your eagerness to
serve him in some way or other? I can remember well how I could scarcely abide
myself five minutes without doing something for Christ. If I walked the street 1
must have a tract with me; if 1 went into a railway carriage I must drop a tract
out of the window; if I had a moment’s leisure I must be upon my knees or at my
Bible; if [ were in company 1 must turn the subject of conversation to Christ, that
1 might serve ny Master. Alas, I must confess, much of that strength of purpose
has departed from me, as I doubt not it has from many of you who, with a greater
prudence, have also received diminished zeal. It may be that in the young dawn
of life we did imprudent things in order to serve the cause of Christ; but I say,
give me back the time again, with all its imprudence and with all its hastiness, if I
might but have the same love to my Master, the same overwhelming influence in
my spirit, making me obey because it was a pleasure to me to obey God. Now,
Christ felt just in the same way. He must do it. He must serve God; he must
be obedient; he could not help it. The spirit was in him, and would work, just as
the spirit of disobedience in the wicked impels them to sin. Lust, sometimes,
drags the sinner on to sin with a power so strong and mighty that poor man
can no more resist it than the sere leaf can resist the tempest. We had lusts
so omnipotent, that they had but to suggest, and we were their willing slaves;
we had habits so tyrannical that we could not break their chains; we were
impelled to evil, like the straw in the whirlwind, or the chip in the whirlpool. We
were hurried whithersoever our lusts would bear us—* drawn away and enticed.”
Now, in the new heart it is just the same, only in another direction. The spirit
of obedience worketh in us, impelling us to serve our God, 80 that when that spirit
is unclogged and free we may truly say, “ We must be about our Father’s busi-
ness.” We cannot help it.

2. But Christ had what some men only have. He had another motive for this, an-
other impelling cause. He had a sacred call to the work which ke had undertaken, and
that sacred call forced him on. You think, perhaps, it is fanatical to talk of sacred
calls; but call it fanatical or no, this one thing I will own—the belief in a special
call to do a special work is like the arm of omnipotence to a man. Let a man be-
lieve that God has set him to do a particular work, and you may sneer at him:
what cares he? He would give as much for your sneer as he would for your smile,
and that is nothing at all. He believes God intends him to do the work. You say
nay: but he never asked you for your vote upon the question; he has received
God’s message, as he thinks, and he goes on, and you cannot resist him. If he sits
still for a little while, a spirit haunts him—he knows not what it is, but he is un-
happy unless he engages in a business which he feels is the commission of his life.
If he hold his tongue when God has commanded him to speak, the word is like fire
in his bones—it burns its way out, until at last he says, with Elihu, “I am filled
with matter; I am like a vessel that wanteth vent;” I must speak, or burst; I canno$
help it. Depend upon it, the men that have done the greatest work for our holy
religion have been the men who had the special call to it. I no more doubt the call
of Luther than I doubt the call of the apostles, and he did not doubt it either. One
of the reasons why Luther did a thing was because other people did not like 1t.
When he was about to smite a blow at the Papacy by marrying a nun all hig
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friends sail it was a fearful thing. Luther consulted them, and did the deed,
perhaps, all the sooner because they disapproved of it. A strange reason_i:
may seem, that a man should do a thing because he was dissuaded from it;
but he felt that it was his work to strike the Papacy right and left, and for that
he would give up everything, even the triendship of friends. His business, by
night and by day, was to pray down the pope, to preach down the pope, to write down
the pope, and do it he must, though often in the roughest, coarsest manner, with iron
gauntlets on his hands. It was his work; do it he must. You might have done
what you pleased with Luther, even to the rending out his tongue: he would have
taken his pen, dipped it in fire, and writ¥:n in burning words the doom of Papacy.
He could not help it, heaven had forced him to the work; he had a special commission
given him from on high, and no man could stay him any more than he could stay
the wind in its careering, or the tide in its motions. Christ had a special work.
«The spirit of the Lord is upon me; the Lord hath anointed me to preach glad
tidings to the poor.” And he felt the effects of this anointing—the power of this
impelling. And stay he must not, he could not, he dare not. *1 must,” said he,
“be about my Father’s business.”

3. But once more, Christ had something which few of us can fully krnow. He had
a vow upon him—the vow to do the work from all eternity. He had become the
surety of the covenant; he had sworn that he would execute his Father’s business,
He had taken a solemn oath that he would become man; that he would pay the
ransom price of all his beloved ones; that he would come and do his Father's
business, whatever that might be. “Lo, I come,” said he. “In the volume of the
book, it is written of me, I delight to do thy will, O God.” Therefore, being faith-
ful and true, the covenant, the engagement, the suretyship, the sworn promise and
the oath made him say, “ I must be about my Father’s business.” Whenever you
make a vow, my dear friends—and do that very seldom—take care that you keep
it. ' Few should be the vows that men mauke, but they should always be sincercly
kept. God asketh no vow of us; but when his Spirit moveth us to make a vow,
—and we may do so honestly if we make a vow in his strength—we are¢ bound to
keep it. And he that feels that he has made a vow, must then feel himself impelled
to do the work which he hath vowed to do. Let the difficulty be never so great, if
you have vowed to overcome it, do it. Let the mountain be never so high, if you
have made a vow to God that you will attempt it, scale its summit, and never give
it up. If the vow be a right one, God will help you to accomplish it. O ye upon
whom are the vows of the Lord! (and some of you have taken solemn vows upon
you, by making a profession of religion) I basecech you, by the sacrament in which
you dedicated yourself to your Lord. and by that other sacrament in which you
found communion with Jesus, now to fulfil your vows, and pay them daily, nightly,
hourly, constantly, perpetually; and let these compel you to say, “I must be about
my Father’s business.” These, I think, were the impelling motives which forced
Clirist on in his heavenly labour.

Secondly. But now, what was his Fatlier’s business? I think it lay in three
things—example, establishment, expiation.

1. One part of his Father’s business was, to send into the world a perfect
example for our imitation. God had written divers books of example in the
lives of the saints. One man was noted for one virtue, and another for another.
At last, God determined that he would gather all his works into one volume,
and give a condensation of all virtues in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Now he determined to unite all the parts into one, to string all the pearls on
one necklace, and to make them all apparent around the neck of one single
person. The sculptor finds here a leg from some eminent master, and there a
hand from another mighty sculptor. Here he finds an eye, and there a head
full of majesty. He saith, within himself, “I will compound these glories, I will
put them all together; then it shall be the model man. I will make the statue
pur excellence, which shall stand first in beauty, and shall be noted ever afterwards
as the model of manhood.” So said God, “ There is Job—he hath patience; there
is Moses—he hath meekness; there are those mighty ones who all have eminent
virtues, I will take these, I will put them into one; and the man Christ Jesus
shall be the perfect model of future imitation.” Now, I say, thatall Christ’s life he
was endeayourmg to do his Father’s business in this matter. You never find Christ
doing a thing whick you may not imitate. You would scarcely think it necessary
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that he should be baptized; but lo, he goes to Jordan’s stream and dives beneath
the wave, that he may be buried in baptism unto death, and may rise again—though
he needed not to rise—into newness of life. You see him healing the sick, to teach
us benevolence; rebuking hypocrisy to teach us boldness; enduring temptation
to teach us*hardness, wherewith, as good soldiers of Christ, we ought to war a
good warfare, You see him forgiving his enemies to teach us the grace of meekness
and of forbearance; you behold him giving up his very life to teach us how we
should surrender ourselves to God, and give up ourselves for the good of others.
Put Christ at the wedding; you may imitate him. Ay, sirs, and you might
imitate him, if you could, in turning water into wine, without a sin. Put
Christ at a funeral; you may imitate him—“Jesus wept.” Put him on the
mountain-top; he shall be there in prayer alone, and you may imitate him. Put
him in the crowd; he shall speak so, that if you could speak like him you should
speak well. Put him with enemies; he shall so confound them, that he shall be a
model for you to copy. Put him with friends, and he shall be a“friend that
sticketh closer than a brother,” worthy of your imitation. Exalt him, cry hosanna,
and you shall see him riding upon a “colt, the foal of an ass,” meek and lowly.
Despise and spit upon him, you shall see him bearing contumely and contempt with
the same evenness of spirit which characterised him when he was exalted in the
eye oi the world Everywhere you may imitate Christ. Ay, sirs, and you may even
inutate him in that “ the Son of Man came eating and drinking,” and therein ful-
filled what he determined to do—to pull down the vain pharisaism of man, which
saith that religion standeth in meats and drinks; whereas, “ Not that which goeth
into a man defileth a man, but that which goeth out of a man, that defileth the
man.” And that is wherein we should take heed to ourselves, lest the inner man
be defiled. Never once did he swerve from that bright, true mirror of perfection.
He was in everything as an exemplar, always doing his Father’s business.

2. And s0 in the matter that I have called establishment; that is the establish-
ment of a new dispensation; that was his Father’s business, and therein, Christ was
always doing 1it. He went into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. Was he
doing it then? A, sirs, he was; for it was necessary that he should be “a faithful
high-priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the
people. For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour
them that are tempted.” When he speaks, you can see him establishing his Word,
and when he puts the finger of silence to his lips, he is doing it as much; for then
was fulfilled the prophecy, “he was brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a
sheep before her shearers is dumb.” Does he work a miracle? Do the obedient
winds hush their tumult at his voice ? It is to establish the gospel, by teaching us
that he is divine. Does he weep ? It is to establish the gospel, by teaching us that
he is human. Does he gather the apostles ? It is that they may go abroad in every
land, preaching the Word of God. Does he sit upon a well? It is that he may
teach a woman, and that she may teach the whole city of Samaria the way
of salvation. He was always engaged in this work of example, and this work
of establishment.

8. And ah, beloved, when he came to the climax of his labour, when he came to
the greatest toil of all, that which a thousand men could never have done; when he
came to do the great work of expiation, how thoroughly he did it!

“View him prostrate in the garden;
On the ground your Maker lies.
On the bloody tree behold him:
Hear him cry before he dies—
‘1T 18 FINISHED! ’

And there you have a proof that he was about his Father’s business. It was his
Father’s business made him sweat great drops of blood; his Father’s business
ploughed his back with many gory furrows; his Father’s business pricked his
temple with the thorn crown; his Father’s business made him mocked and spit
upon; his Father’s business made him go about bearing his cross; his Father’s
business made him despise the shame when, naked, he hung upon the tree; his
Father’s business made him yield himself to death, though he needed not to die if so
he had not pleased; his Father’s business made him tread the gloomy shades of
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