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“This man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God;
From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool,’—Hebrews x, 12, 13,

AT the Lord’s table we wish to have no subject for contemplation but our blessed
Lord Jesus Christ, and we have been wont generally to consider him as the
crucified One, ‘‘ the Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief,”’ while we
have had before us the emblems of his broken body, and of his blood shed for
many for the remission of sins; but I am not quite sure that the crucified
Saviour is the only appropriate theme, although, perhaps, the most so. It is well
to remember how our Saviour left us—by what road he travelled through the
shadows of death; but I think it is quite as well to recollect what he is doing
while he 1s away from us—to remember the high glories to which the crucified
Saviour has attained ; anditis, perhaps, as much calculated to cheer our spirits
to behold him on his throne as to consider him on his cross. We have seen him
on his cross, in some sense; that is to say, the eyes of men on earth did see the
crucified Saviour ; but we have no idea of what his glories are above ; they
surpass our highest thought. Yet faith can see the Saviour exalted on his throne,
and surely there 1s no subject that can keep our expectations alive, or cheer
our drooping faith better than to consider, that while our Saviour is absent, he
is absent on his throne, and that when he has left his Church to sorrow for him,
he has not left us comfortless—he has promised to come to us—that while he
tarries he is reigning, and that while he is absent he is sitting high on his
father’s throne.,

The Apostle shews here the superiority of Christ’s sacrifice over that of every
other priest. ‘“ Every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes
the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins: but this man,” or priest—
for the word “man’ is not in the original ‘“ after he had offered one sacrifice for
sinsg,”’ had finished his work, and for ever, he ‘“sat down.”” You see the supe-

No. 91,



CHRIST EXALTED.

riority of Christ’s sacrifice rests in this, that the priest offered continually, and
after he had slaughtered one lamb, another was needed; after one scape-goat
was driven into the wilderness, a scape-goat was needed the next year, * but
this man, when he had offered only one sacrifice for sins,”’ did what thousands

of scape-goats never did, and what hundreds of thousands of lambs never could
effect. He perfected our salvation, and worked out an entire atonement for
the sins of all his chosen ones.

We shall notice, in the first place, this morning, the completeness of the Saviour’s
work of atonement—he has done it: we shall gather that from the context:
secondly, the glory which the Suviour has assumed; and thirdly, the triumph whick

he expects, We shall dwell very briefly on each point, and endeavour to pack
our thoughts as closely together as we can.

I. We are taught here in the first place, THE COMTLETENESS OF THE
8AVIOUR’s work. He has done all that was necessary to be done, to make an
atonement and an end of sin. He has done so much, that it will never be need-
ful for him again to be crucified. His side, once opened, has sent forth a stream
deep, deep enough, and precious enough, to wash away all sin; and he needs
not again that his side should be opened, or, that any more his hands should be
nailed to the cross. I infer that his work is finished, from the fact that he is
described here as sitting down. Christ would not sit down in heaven if he had
more work to do. Sitting down is the posture of rest. Seldom he sat down on
earth; he said, ‘I must be about my Father’s business.” Journey after
journey, labour after labour, preaching after preaching, followed each other in
quick succession. His was a life of incessant toil. Rest was a word which
Jesus never spelled. He may sit for a moment on the well; but even there he
preaches to the woman of Samaria. He goes into the wilderness, but not to
sleep; he goes there to pray. His midnights are spent in labours as hard as
those of the day—labours of agonising prayer, wrestling with his Father for the
souls of men. His was a life of continual bodily, mental, and spiritual labour ;
his whole man was exercised. But now he rests ; there is no more toil for him
now ; there is no more sweat of blood, no more the weary foot, no more the
aching head, No more has he to de. He sits still. But do you think my
Saviour would sit still if he had not done all his work? Oh! no beloved ; he
said once, “ For Zion’s sake I will not rest until her glory goeth forth like a
lamp that burneth.”” And sure I am he would not rest, or be sitting still, unless
the great work of our atonement were fully accomplished. Sit still, blessed
Jesus, while there is a fear of thy people being lost?  Sit still, while their sal-
vation is at hazard ? No; alike thy truthfulness and thy compassion tell us,
that thou wouldst still labour if the work were still undone. Oh! if the last
thread had not been woven in the great garment of our righteousness, he would
be spinning it now; if the last particle of our debt had not been paid, he would
be counting it down now ; and if all were not finished and complete, he would
never rest, until, like a wise builder, he hadlaid the top-stone of the temple of
our salvation, No; the very fact that he sits still, and rests, and is at ease,
proves that his work is finished and is complete.

And then note again, that his sitting at the right hand of God implies, tkat he
enjoys pleasure; for at God’s right hand ‘‘ there are pleasures for evermore.”
Now, I think, the fact that Christ enjoys infinite pleasure has in it some degree
of proof that he must have finished his work. It is true, he had pleasure with
his Father ere that work was begun; but I cannot conceive that if, after having
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been incernate, his work was still unfinished, he would rest. He might ress
before he began the work, but as soon as ever he had begun it, you will remem-
ber, he said he had a baptism wherewith he must be baptised, and he appeared
to be hastening to receive the whole of the direful baptism of agony. He
never rested on earth till the whole work was finished ; scarcely a smile passed
his brow till the whole work was done. He was ‘“ a man of sorrows and ac-
quainted with grief,”’ until he could say, ‘‘ it is finished ;’’ and I could scarcely
conceive the Saviour happy on his throneifthere were any more to do. Surely,
living as he was on that great throne of his, there would be anxiety in his breast
if he had not secured the meanest lamb of his fold, and if he had not rendered
the eternal salvation of every blood-bought one as sacred as his own throne.
The highest pleasure of Christ is derived from the fact, that he has become the
‘“head over all things to his Church,” and has saved that Church. He has
joys as God; but as the man-God, his joys spring from the salvation of the
souls of men. That is his joy, which is tull, in the thought that he has finished
his work and has cut it short in righteousness. I think there is some degree of
proof, although not perhaps positive proof there, that Jesus inust have finished
his work.

But now, something else. Tke fact that it is savd he has sat down for ever proves
that ke must have done t¢, Christ has undertaken to save all the souls of the elect.
If he has not already saved them, heis bound to do something that will save thein,
for he has given solemn oath and promise to his Father, that he will bring many
souls unto glory, and that he will make them perfect through his own righteous-
ness. He has promised to present our souls unblemished and complete,— |

‘““ Before the glory of his face
With joys divinely great.”

Well, if he has not done enough to do that, then he must come again to do it;
but from the fact that he is to sit there for ever, that he is to wear no more the
thorny crown, that he is never again to leave his throne, to cease to be king
any more, that he is still to be girded by his grandeur and his glory, and sit
for ever there, is proof that he has accomplished the great work of propitiation.
It is certain that he must have done all, from the fact that he is to sit there for

ever, to sit on his throne throughout all ages, more visibly in the ages to come,
but never to leave it, again to suffer and again to die.

Yet, the best proof is, that Christ sits at his Father's right hand at all. For the

very fact that Christ is in heaven, accepted by his Father, proves that his worx
must be done. Why, beloved, as long as an ambassador from our country 1s
at a foreign court, there must be peace; and as long as Jesus Christ our Saviour
is at his Father’s court, it shows that there is real peace between his people and
his Father. Well, as he will be there for ever, that shows that our peace must
be continual, and like the waves of the sea, shall never cease. But that peace
could not have been continual, unless the atonement had been wholly made,
unless justice had been entirely satisfied; and, therefore, from that very fact it
becomes certain that the work of Christ must be done. What! Christ enter
heaven—Christ sit on his Father’s right hand before all the guilt of his people
was rolled away? Ah! no; he was the sinner’s substitute ; and unless he paid
the sinner’s doom, and died the sinner’s death, there was no heaven in view for
me. He stood in the sinner’s place, and the guilt of all his elect was imputed
to him. God accounted him as a sinner, and as a sinner, he could not enter
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