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“ Jesus whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood.”—
Romans iii. 25.

WE commenced the services in this place by the declaration that here Christ shall
be preached; our brother who followed us expressed his joy that Christ was
preached, herein he did rejoice, yea, and would rejoice; and our friends must have
observed, how, throughout the other services there has been & most blessed ad-
mixture not only of the true spirit of Christ, but of pointed and admirable reference
to the glories and beauties of his person. This morning, which is the beginning
of our more regular and constant ministry, we come again to the same noble
theme, Christ Jesus is to-day to be set forth, You will not charge me as repeat-
ing myself,—you will not look up to the pulpit and say, ‘‘ Pulpits are places of
tautology ;” you will not reply that you have heard this story so often that you
have grown weary with it, for well I know that with you the person, the character,
and the work ot Christ are always fresh themes for wonder. We have seen the
gea, some of us hundreds of times, and what an abiding sameness there is in its
deep green sufuce, but who ever called the sea monotonous; travelling over it as
the mariner doer, sometimes by the year together, there is always a freshness in
the undulation of the waves, the whiteness of the foam of the breaker, the curl of
the crested billow, and the frolicsome pursuit of every wave by its long train of
brothers. Which of us has ever complained that the sun gave us but little variety
—that at morn he yoked the same steeds,and flashed from his car the same golden
glory, climbed with dull uniformity the summit of the skies, then drove his chariot
downward, and bade his flaming coursers steep their burning fetlocks in the
western deep 7 Who among us has complained of the monotony of the bread that
we eat, We eat it to-day, to-morrow the next day, we have eaten it for years that
are passed, and though we have other savoury matters therewith, yet still the one
unvarying food is served upon the table, and the bread remains the staff of life.
Surely 1 know that as Christ is your food and your spiritual bread ; as Christ is
your sun, your heavenly light ; as Christ is the sea of love in which your passions
swim, and all your joys are found, it is not possible that you as Christian men
should complain of a monotony in him, “He is the same yesterday, to-day, and
for ever;” and yet he has the dew of his youth. He is the manna in the golden
pot which was always the same, but he is the manna which came from heaven
which was every morning new. He is the rod of Moses which was dry, and
changed not its shape, but he is also to us the rod of Aaron which buds and blos-
soms and brings forth almonds, '

I come then now to preach Christ crucified, as God hath set him forth to be a
propitiation for us through faith in his blood. To begin at once then we shall
notice first, what is meant here by God's setting forth Christ as a propitiation ; secondly,
we shall dwell upon the truth which may very naturally be drawn from the first,—
Christ the propitiation, as looked upon by the believer ; and then, thirdly, putting the
two together, I mean inverting the two thoughts, we shall look at Christ as set
forth by us, and looked upon by God.
~ L First then, the text says of Christ Jesus, “ WaoM GOD HATH SET FORTH TO
BE A PROPITIATION THROUGH FAITH IN HIS BLOOD.”

The words “set forth ” in the original may signify “fore-ordained;” but accord-
ing to eminent critics it hath also in it the idea of our translation of setting
forth as well as a “fore-ordinance.” Barnes says, “ The word properly means fo
, in public view; to exhibit in & conspicuous situation, as goods are exhibitcd
or exposed for sale, or as premiums or rewards of victorv were exhibited to public
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view in the games of the Greeks.” So has God the Father set forth, manifested,
inade conspicuous the person of the Lord Jesus as the propitiation of sin. Now
has he done this ? He has done it first by ordaining him in the divine decree as the
propitiation of sin, Christ did not take upon himself the office of High Priest
without being chosen thereunto as was Aaron. As surely as every member
of Christ’s body is elect according to the foreknowledge of God, as certainly
as in God’s book all his members were written which in continuance were
fashioned when as yet there was none of them, so certainly was the Head himself
ordained the chosen of God. As our poet puts it—

“Christ be my first elect he said, '
Then chose our souls in Christ our Head.”

Perhaps some might say there could be no election where there was no room for
choice. But how do we know that there was no room for choice? We can scarce
imagine that angel or archangel could have been set forth as propitiation for sin;
vet who can tell whether the Almighty mind might not have devised another plan?
Who shall dare tolimit the Holy One of Israel? At any rate, there was this choice
between the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: the Divine wisdom, conjoined
with Divine Sovereignty, chose, and appointed, and determined that Christ Jesus,
the second of the Mysterious Three, should be the propitiation for our sins. When
Christ cometh into the world, he comes as one of whom all eternity had spoken;
he is the child born—born from the womb of destiny; he is the Lamb whom God
had appointed trom before the foundation of the world, Long ere this world was
made, or Adam tell, Christ had been set forth. In the volume of the Book it had
been written of him, “I delight to do thy will, O God.,” I think those who are
afraid of looking back upon the great decrees of God because they say they are
secrets, have a fear where no fear is. There is never fear, my brethren, of our
meddling with secret things; if they be secret, it is quite certain that we shall not
meddle with them. Only let it be announced once for all, that they are secret; and
there is no one who can betray the secrets of God. But things that are revealed
belong to us and to our children; and this is one of the things that are revealed,
this is the decree, and we will declare ii, the Lord said unto Christ, “ Thou art
my Son' this day have I begotten thee;” and he hath said unto him moreover, * I
will make him my first-born, higher than the kings of the earth.” And all this,
that he may be the “ propitiation for our sins by faith in his blood.”

And next, God had set forth Christ to be a propitiation for sins iz his promises
before the advent. Did he not set him forth most plainly in the gardsn where we
fell? Was he not plainly revealed afterwards in the ark in which Noah was saved?
Did not God speak constantly, not only by vesbal promises, but by typical promises,
which are just as sure and certain as those which are spoken in words? Did he
not to a hundred seers, and to multitudes of holy men and women, constantly reveal
the coming of him who should bruise the serpent’s head, and deliver his people
from the power of the curse. It is wonderful to see how engaged the Holy Spirit
was through every age and era in ordaining types, in bringing forth representations
ind symbols in which Christ should be set forth as being the appointed propitiation
for sins through faith in his blood. But the great setting forth was the actual
doing of the deed when Jesus Christ came forth from the chambers of mystery
and revealed himself in the manger,—~when God set him forth by angelic messen-
gers appointed to be his attendants,—set him forth by the star in the East which
should guide the distant strangers to the place where the young child was. When
he set him forth atterwards by preserving his life in the midst of imminent perils,
fulfilling promises made concerning his infancy in the place where he was hidden
from Herod’s fury, and in the spot where he was educated and brought up.
‘Throughout the life of Christ, how constantly did his Father set him forth! The
voice of Grod was in the voice of John—*Behold the Lamb of God which taketh
away the sins of the world.” And on the cross itself, “when it pleased the
Father to bruise him, and put him to grief,” what an exhibition was there of
Christ to the eye of Jew and Gentile, of prince and peasant, of the learned Greek,
of the ruder Roman—that God had appointed Christ to be the full propitiation for
sin. I think, my dear friends, while we must always regard the cross as being the
representation of Christ’s love to his Church, we must also view it as being God
setting forth to man the way by which he will accept man, pardon his sin, hear his
prayer, and be reconciled with his erring creatures.

But, O my dear friends, this is not all; God the Father set forth Christ sinca
then by signs following. What & setting forth that was of Christ the propitiator,
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whes the Holy Ghost came down on Pentecost! And what have all conversions
been since then? Have they not been repeated seals to the testimony that Christ
is the appointed Redeéemer of men, and that through him the faithful are justified
and accepted? You, I trust, have many of you had such a special setting forth of
Christ in your own hearts, that you can set your seal to the text before us. for him
hath God set forth in you as being the propitiation. By effectual grace your eyes
have been opened; by infinite love your stubborn heart has been melted; you have
been turned from every other hope and every other refuge; you have seen Christ
to be the power of God and the wisdom of God; constrained by an omnipotent
influence which you neither could nor would resist, you have received him as the
sent of God, have taken him as being God’s Messias and yoyr only refuge. God
in you, then, has graciously fulfilled the text, ‘‘ Him hath God set forth to be a
propitiation.”

But now, to change the subject for a moment, and yet to continue on the same
point, what is it that God has so manifestly set forth? We have seen kow he has
done it— we turn now to what? Sinner, listen, and if thou hast already accepted that
which the Father has revealed, let thy joy become full. God has set forth Christ as
being a propitiation. The Greek word hath it A\aorypiov which, being translated, may
mean a mercy seat or a covering. Now God hath said to the sinner, “ Do you desire
to meet me? would you be no longer my enemy? would you tell me your sorrows?
would you receive my blessing? would you establish a commerce between your
Creator and your soul? I set forth Christ to you as being the mercy seat, where
I can meet with you and you can meet with me.” Or take the word as signifying
8 covering; as the mercy seat covered the tables of the law, and so covered that
which was the cause of Divine ire, because we had broken his commandment.
“Wouldst thou have anything which can cover thy sin? Cover it from me thy
God, so that I need not be provoked to anger; cover it from you so that you need
pot be cowed with excessive fear, and tremble to approach me as thou didst when I
came in thunders and lightnings upon Sinai? Wouldst thou have a shelter which shall
hide altogether thy sins and thy iniquities? I set it forth to thee in the person
of my bleeding Son. Trust in his blood, and thy sin is covered from my eyes;
nay, it shall be covered from thine own eyes too; and being justified by faith, thon
shalt have peace with God through Jesus Christ your Lord.” Oh that we may
have grace to accept now what God the Father sets forth! The Romish priest sets
forth this and that; our own Romish hearts set forth such-and-such-another thing;
but God sets forth Christ. The preacher of doctrine sets forth a dogma; the
preacher of experience sets forth a feeling; the preacher of practice often sets forth
an effort; but God puts before you Christ. *Here will Imeet with you.” This
is the place of my rest—glorious to me, safe to you. Come to Christ! “Come
to Christ, and you will come to me.” The Lord Almighty comes to Christ, and
thgre he comes to you. God, then, hath set forth Christ Jesus; made him con-
spicuous as being tlie mercy-seat and the great hider of sin. ‘ :

What has he set forth? He has set forth Christ before every one of you, in the
‘d‘m‘.l‘y. preaching of the Word, and in yon Inspired Book, as his ancinted to
do his work, suffering in the stead and place of all who believe on him.
He has set him forth as nailed to Calvary’s cross, that your sins might be
nailed there. Set him forth as dying, that your sins might die; nay, buried
/t_ha'g your iniquities might be buried; risen, that you mght rise to newness
of life; ascended, that you might ascend to God; received in triumph, that you
-gught be received in triumph too; made to reign, that you might reign in him,
for ever loved, for ever crowned, that you in him may be for ever loved and for
ever crowned too, Him hath God the Father set forth, that by faith in his blood
your sins being put away, you might enjoy the blessing of complete justification,
~";Whp is he that condemneth; Christ hath died, yea rather, hath risen again, and
sitteth at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.” “Who
shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect?”” Thus, then, and in these respects,
has God the Father set forth Christ. . '
H And now I proceed in the second place—and may the Spirit of God descend
more visibly into our midst than at present—to speak upon. a duty, a privilege
rather, which so naturally rises out of God’s having shown forth his Son as being
the propitiation through faith in his blood. That privilege is that we sHOULD
LOOK TO CHRIST, AND LOOK TO CHRIST ALONE AS THE PROPITIATION FOR OUR
SINS, AND TAKE CARE THAT OUR FAITH BE SIMPLE, AND FIXED SOLELY ON HI§
'FRECIOUS BLOOD. : "

A very common mistake is to look to our sense of need as being at least in some
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