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¢ I will give thee tor a covenant of the people,”’—Isaiah xlix. 8.

WE all believe that our Saviour has very much to do with the covenant of eternal
salvation. We have been accustomed to regard him as the Mediator of the cove-
nant, as the surety of the covenant, and as the scope or substance of the covenant.
We have considered him to be the Mediator of the covenant, for we were certain that
(xod could make no covenant with man unless there were a mediator—a days-man,
who should stand between them both. Andwe have hailed him as the Mediator, who,
with mercy in his hands, came down to tell to sinful man the news that grace was
promised in the eternal counsel of the Most High. We have also loved our Saviour
as the Surety of the covenant, who, on our behalf, undertook to pay our debts ; and
on his Father’s behalf, undertook, also, to see that all our souls should be secure and
safe, and ultimately presented unblemished and complete before him. AndI doubt
not, we have also rejoiced in the thought that Christ is the sum and substance of the
covenant ; we believe that if we would sum up all spiritual blessings, we must say,
“Christ is all.” Heis the matter, he is the substance of it ; and although much might
be said concerning the glories of the covenant, yet nothing could be said which is not
to be found in that one word, “ Christ.” But this morning I shall dwell on Christ, not
as the Mediator, nor as the surety, nor as the scope of the covenant, but as one greas
and glorious article of the covenant which God has given to his children. It is our
firm belief that Christ is ours, and is given to us of God ; we know that * he freely
delivered him up for us all,” and we, therefore, believe that he will, ¢ with him,
{reely give us all things.” We can say, with the spouse, “ My beloved is mine.” We
feel that we have a personal property in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and i
will therefore delight us for a while, this morning, in the simplest manner possible,
without the garnishings of eloquence or the trappings of oratory, just to meditate
gpon this great thought, that Jesus Christ in the covenant is the property of every
eliever.

First, we shall examine this property; secondly, we shall notice the purpose for
which it was conveyed to us; and thirdly, we shall give one precept, which may well be
aflixed upon so great a blessing as this, and is indeed an inference from it.

I. Inthe first place, then, here is a GREAT PossEssioN—dJesus Christ by the cove-
nant 18 the property of every believer. By this we must understand Jesus Christ im
many different senses ; and we will begin, first of all, by declaring that Jesus Christ
is ours. in all his attributes, He has a double set of attributes, seeing that there are
two natures joined in glorious union in one person. He has the attributes of very
(God, and he has the attributes of perfect man ; and whatever these may be, they are

each one of them the perpetual property of every believing child of God. I necd
not dwell on his attributes as God s you all know how infinite is his love, how vast
his grace, how firm his faithtulness, how unswerving his veracit y; you know that he
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is omniscient § you know that he is omnipresent; you know that he is omnipotent

and 1t will console you if you will but think that all these great and glorious attri-
butes which belong to God are all yours. Has he power ? That POWEr 1S YOours—
yours to support and strengthen you; yours to overcome your enemies, yours to
keep you immutably secure. Has he love? Well, there is not a particle of his
que In his gr_eat heart which is not yours; all his love belongs to you; you may
dive into the immense, bottomless ocean of his love, and you may say of it all, * it
1s mine.” Hath he justice? It may seem a stern attribute: but even that is yours,
for he will by his justice see to it, that all which is covenanted to you by the oath
and promise of God shall be most certainly secured to you. Mention whatever you
please which is a characteristic of Christ as the ever glorious Son of God, and, O
faithtul one, thou mayest put thine hand upon it and say, ‘it is mine.” Thine arm,
O Jesus, upon which the pillars of the earth do hang, is mine. Those eyes, O Jesus,
which pierce through the thick darkness and behold faturity—thine eyes are mine,
to look on me with love. Those lips, O Christ, which somectimes speak words louder
than ten thousand thunders, or whisper syllables sweeter than the music of the harps
of the glorified—those lips are mine. And that great heart which beateth high with
such disinterested, pure, and unaffected love—that heart is mine. The whole of
Christ, in all his glorious nature as the Son of God, as God over all, blessed for ever,
18 yours, positively, actually, without metaphor, in reality yours.

Consider him as man too. All that he has as perfect man is yours. Asa perfect
man he stood before his Father, “full of grace and truth,” full of favour; and
accepted by God as a perfect being. O believer, God’s acceptance of Christ is thine
acceptance; tfor knowest thou not, that that love which the Father set on a perfect
Christ, he sets onthee now? For all that Christ did is thine. That perfect righteous-
ness which Jesus wrought out, when through his stainless life he kept the law and
made 1t honorable, is thine. There is not a virtue which Christ ever had, that is
not thine; there 1s not a holy deed which he ever did which is not thine: there is
not a prayer he ever sent to heaven that is not thine; there is not one solitary
thought towards God which it was his duty to think, and which he thought as man
serving his GGod, whieh is not thine. All his rightcousness, in its vast extent, and in
all the perfection of his character, is imputed to thee, Oh! canst thou think what
thou hast gotten in the word “ Christ?” Come, believer, consider that word “ God,”
and think how mighty 1t 1s; and then meditate upon that word * perfect man,”
for all that the Man-God, Christ, and the glorious God-man, Christ, ever had, or ever
can have as the characteristic of either of his natures, all that is thine. It all
belongs to thee; it 1s out of pure free favour, beyond the fear of revocation, passed
over to thee to be thine actual property—and that for ever.

2. Then, consider believer, that not only 1s Christ thine in all his attributes, but he
is thine in all his offices. Great and glorious these offices are; we have scarce time to
mention them all. Ishe a prophet? Then he is thy prophet. Is he a priest? Then
he is thy priest. Is he a king? Then he is thy king, Is he a redeemer? Then he
is thy redeemer. Is he an advocate? Then he isthyadvocate. Is he a forerunner?
Then he 1s thy forerunner. Is he a surety of the covenant? Then he is thy surety.
In every name he bears, in every crown he wears, in every vestinent in which he is
arrayed, he 1s the believer’s own. Oh! child of God, if thou hadst grace to gather
up thisthought into thy soul it would comfort thee marvellously, to think that in all
Christ 1s in office, he is most assuredly thine. Dost thou see him yonder, interceding
before his Father, with outstretched arms? Dost thou mark his ephod—his golden
mitre on his brow, inscribed with * holiness unto the Lord?” Dost see him as he
lifts up his hands to pray? Hearest thou not that marvellous intercession such as

man never prayed on earth; that authoritative intercession such as he himself could
wot use in the agonies of the garden? For

“ With sighs and groans, he offered up
His humble suit below;
But with authority he pleads,
Enthroned in glory now.”

Dost see how he asks, and liow he receives, as so0® as his petition is put up? A






