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‘““ From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand.”—>Matt, 1v. 17,

‘“ And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem ”—Luke xxiv, 47.

IT seems from these two texts that repentance was the first subject upon which the
Redeemer dwelt, and that it was the last, which, with his departing breath, he com-
mended to the earnestness of his disciples. He begins his mission crying, ‘‘ Repent,”
he ends it by saying to his successors the apostles, ¢‘ Preach repentance and remission of
sins among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” This seems to me to be a very in-
teresting fact, and not simply interesting, but instructive, Jesus Christ opens his
commission by preaching repentance. What then? Did he not by this act teach us
how important repentance was—so important that the very first time he opens his
mouth, he shall begin with, ‘“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Did he
not feel that repentance was necessary to be preached before he preached faith in him-
self, because the soul musst first repent of sin before it will seek a Saviour, or even care
to know whether there is a Saviour at all? And did he not also indicate to us that as
repentance was the opening lesson of the divine teaching, so, if we would be his
disciples, we must begin by sitting on the stool of repentance, before we can possibiy
go upward to the higher forms of faith and of full assurance? Jesus at the first begins
with repentance,—that repentance may be the Alpha, the first letter of the spiritual
alphabet which all believers must learn ; and when he concluded his divine commission
with repentance, what did he say to us but this—that repentance was still of the

very last importance? He preaches it with his first, he will utter it with his last breath ;
with this he begins, with this he will conclude. He knew that repentance was, to
spiritual life, a sort of Alpha and Omega—it was the duty of the beginning, it
was the duty of the end. He seemed to say to us, ‘‘ Repentance, which I preached
to you three years ago, when I first came into the world, as a public teacher, 18 as
binding, as mnecessary for you who heard me then, and who then obeyed my voice, as
1t was at the very first instant, and it is equally needful that you who have been with
me from the beginning, should not imagine that that theme is exhausted and out of
date ; you too must begin your ministry and conclude it with the same exhortation,
‘Repent and be converted, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Tt seems to
me that nothing could set forth Jesus Christ’s idea of the high value of repentance, more
fully and effectually than the fact that he begins with it, and that he concludes with
it—that he should say, ‘‘ Repent,” as the key-note of his ministry, preaching this duty
before he fully developes all the mystery of godliness, and that he should close his life-
song as a good composer must, with his first key-note, bidding his disciples still cry,
‘‘ Repentance and remission of sins are preached in Jesu’s name.” I feel then that I need

No. 329, Penny Pulpit, No. 3,359.



CHRIST'S FIRST AND LAST SURJECT.

no further apology for introducing to your solemn and serious attention, the subject of
saving repentance. And oh! while we are talking of it, may God the Holy Ghost

breathe mto all our spirits, and may we now repent before him, and now find those
blessings which he hath promised to the penitent.

With regard to repentance, these four things :—first, ¢£3 origin ; secondly, tts essentzals;
thirdly, ¢ts companions ; and fourthly, its excellencies.
I. Repentance—IT8 ORIGIN.

When we cry, ¢ Repent and bz converted,”’ there are some foolish men who eall us
legal. Now we beg to state, at the opening of this first point, that repentance 8 of
gospel parentage. 1t was not born near Mount Sinai. It never was brought forth
anywhere but upon Mount Zion. Of course, repentance is a duty —a natural duty—
because, when man hath sinned, who is there brazen enough to say that it is not man’s
bounden duty to repent of having done so? It is a duty which even nature itself
would teach. But gospel repentance was never yet produced as a matter of duty., It
was never brought forth in the soul by demands of law, nor indeed can the law, except as
the instrument in the band of grace, even assist the soul towards saving repentance.
It 1s a remarkable fact that the law itself makes no provision for repentance. It says,
““This do, and thou shalt live; break my command, and thou shalt die.” There is
nothing said about penitence ; there is no offer of pardon made to those that repent.
The law pronounces its deadly curse upon the man that sins but once, but it offers no
way of escape, no door by which the man may be restored to favour. The barren sides
of Sinal have no soil in which to nourish the lovely plant of penitence. Upon Sinai the
dew of mercy never fell. Its lightnings and its thunders have frightened away the
angel of Mercy once for all, and there Justice sits, with sword of flame, upon its
majestic throne of rugged rock, never purposing for a moment to put up its sword
into the scabbard, and to forgive the offender. Read attentively the twentieth chapter
of Exodus. You have the commandments there all thundered forth with trumpet
voice, but there is no pause between where Mercy with her silver voice may step in
and say, ‘‘ But if ye break this law, God will have mercy upon you, and will shew him-
sell gracious if ye repent.” No words of repentance, I say, were ever proclaimed by
the law ; no promise by it made to penitents; and no assistance is by the law ever
offered to those who desire to be forgiven. Repentance is a gospel grace. Christ
preached it, but not Moses. Moses neither can nor will assist a soul to repent, only
Jesus can use the law as a means of conviction and an argument for repentance. Jesus
gives pardon to those who seek it with weeping and with tears; but Moses knows
of no such thing. If repentance is ever obtained by the poor sinner, it must be
found at the foot of the cross, and not where the ten commandments lie shivered at
Sinai's base.

And as repentance is of gospel parentage, I make a second remark, ¢ i3 also of gractous

origin. Repentance was never yet produced in any man’s heart apart from the grace
of God. As soon may you expect the leopard to regret the blood with which itsfangs
are moistened,—as soon might you expect the lion of the wood to abjure his cruel
tyranny over the feeble beasts of the plain, as expect the sinner to make any con-
fession, or offer any repentance that shall be accepted of God, unless grace shall
first renew the heart. Go and loose the bands of everlasting winter in the frozen
north with your own feeble breath, and then hope to make tears of penitence bedew the
cheek of the hardened sinner, Go ye and divide the earth, and pierce its bowels with
an infant’s finger, and then hope that your eloquent appeal, unassisted by divine grace,
shall be able to penetrate the adamantine heart of man. Man can sin, and he can
continue in it, but to leave the hateful element is a work for which he needs a power
divine. Asthe river rushes downward with increasing fury, leaping from crag to crag
in ponderous cataracts of power, so is the sinner in his sin ; onward and downward,
onward, yet more swiftly, more mightily, more irresistibly, in his hellish course,
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Nothing but divine grace can bid that cataractleap upward, or make the floods retrace
the pathway which they have worn for themselves adown the rocks. Nothing, I say,
but the power which made the world, and digged the foundations of the great deep,
can ever make the heart of man a fountain of life from which the floods of repent-
ance may gush forth. So then, soul, if thou shalt ever repent, 1t must be a repentance,
not of nature, but of grace. Nature can imitate repentance ; it can produce remorse ;
it can generate the feeble resolve ; it can even lead to a partial, practical reform ; but
unalded nature cannot touch the vitals and new-create the soul. Nature may make
the eyes weep, but it cannot make the heart bleed. Nature can bid you amend your
ways, but it cannot renew your heart. No, you must look upward, sinner ; you must
look upward to him who is able to save unto the uttermost. You must at his hands
receive the meek and tender spirit ; from his finger must come the touch that shall
dissolve the rock ; and from his eye must dart the flash of love and light that can
scatter the darkness of your impenitence. Remember, then, at the outset, that true
repentance is of gospel origin, and is not the work of the law; and on the other hand,
it 1s of gracious origin, and is not the work of the creature.

II. But to pass forward from this first point to our second head, let us notice the
BSSENTIALS of true repentance. The old divines adopted various methods of explaining
penitence. Some of them said it was a preciousmedicine, compounded of six things ; but
in looking overtheir divisions, I have felt that I might with equal success divide repentance
into four different ingredients. This precious box of ointment which must be broken
over the Saviour’s head before the sweet perfume of peace can ever be smelt in the
soul—this precious ointment is compounded of four most rare, most costly things.
God give them to us and then give us the compound itself mixed by the Master’s hand.
True repentance consists of illumination, humiliation, detestation, and transformation.

'T'o take them one by one. The first part of true repentance consists of llumination.
NMan by nature is impenitent, because he does not know himself to be guilty. There
are many acts which he commits in which he sees no sin, and even in great and
egregious faults, he often knows that he is not right, but he does not perceive the depth,
the horrible enormity of the sin which is involved in them. Xye-salve is one of the
first medicines which the Lord uses with the soul. Jesus touches the eye of the under-
standing, and the man becomes guilty in his own sight, as he always was guilty in
the sight of God. Crimes long forgotten start up from the grave where his forget-
fulness had buried them ; sins, which he thought were no sins, suddenly rise up in
their true character, and acts, which he thought were perfect, now discover themselve8
to have been so mixed with evil motive that they were far from being acceptable with
God. The eye i8 no more blind, and therefore the heart is no more proud, for the seeing
eye will make a humble heart. If I must paint a picture of penitence in this first
stage, I should portray a man with his eyes bandaged walking through a path infested
with the most venomous vipers; vipers which have formed a horrible girdle about his
loins, and are hanging like bracelets from his wrists. The man is so blind that he
knows not where he is, nor what it is which he fancies to be a jewelled belt upon his
arm. I would then in the picture touch his eyes and bid you see his horror, and his
astonishment, when he discovers where he is and what he is. He looks behind him,
and he sees through what broods of vipers he has walked ; he looks before him, and he
sees how thickly his future path is strewed with these venomous beasts. He looks
about him, and in his living bosom looking out from his guilty heart, he sees the head of
a vile serpent, which has twisted its coils into his very vitals. 1 would try, if I could,
to throw into that face, horror, dismay, dread, and sorrow, a longing to escape, an
anxious desire to get rid of all these things which must destroy him unless he should
escape from them. And now, my dear hearers, have you ever been the subject of this
divine illumination ¥ Has God, who said to an unformed world, ¢‘ Let there be light,”
has he gaid, ¢ Let there be light” in your poor benighted soul? Have you learned that
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