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COMFORT PROCLAIMED,
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DELIVERED ON SABBATH EVENING, SEPTEMBER 21, 1856, BY THE

REV. C. H. SPURGEON,

AT EXETER HALL, STRAND.

“ Comnfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.”—Isaiah xl. 1.

WHAT a sweet title: “ My people!” What a cheering revelation: “ Your God!”
How much of meaning is couched in those two words, “ My people!” Here is
speciality. The whole world is God’s; the heaven, even the heaven of heavens are
the Lord’s and he reigneth among the children of men. But he saith of a certain
number, ¢ My people.” Of those whom he hath chosen, whom he hath purchased
‘to himself, he saith what he saith not of others. While nations and kindreds are
passed by as being simply nations, he says of them “ My people.” In this word
there 1s theidea of proprietorship to teach usthat we are the property of God. In
some special manner the “ Lord’s portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his
inheritance.” All the nations upon earth are his; he taketh up the isles as a very
little thing; the whole world is in his power; yet are his people, his chosen,
favoured people, more especially his possesion; for he has done more for them than
others; he has bought them with his blood; he has brought them nigh to himself;
he has set his great heart upon them; he has loved them with an everlasting love,
a love which many waters cannot quench, and which the revolutions of time shall
never suffice in the least degree to diminish. * My people!” O my hearers,can you
by faith put yourselves in that number who believe that God says of them,“ My
people?” Can you look up to heaven to-night, and say, “ My Lord, and my God:
mine by that sweet relationship which entitles me to call thee Father; mine by that
hallowed fellowship which I delight to hold with thee when thou art pleased to
manifest thyself unto me as thou dost not unto the world?” Canst thou, beloved,
put thine hand into thine heart and find there the indentures of thy salvation?
Canst thou read thy title writ in precious blood ? Canst thou by humble faith lay
hold of Jesus’s garments, and say, “ My Christ?” If thou canst, then God saith
of thee, “ My people;” for if God be your God, and Christ your Christ, the Lord
has a special, peculiar favour to you; you are the object of his choice, and you
shall be accepted, at last, in his beloved Son. How careful God is of his people;
those of whom he says, “ My people;” mark, how anxious he is concerning them,
not only for their life, but for their comfort. He does not say, “strengthen ye,
strengthen ye my people;” he does not say to the angel, “ protect my people;” he
does not say to the heavens, “drop down manna to feed my people;”—all that and
more also his tender regard secures to them; but on this occasion, to show us that
he is not only regardful of our interests, but also of our superfluities, he says,
*“ Comfort ye, comfort ye my people.” He would not only have us his living people,
his preserved people, but he would have us be his happy people too. He likes his
people to be fed, but what is more, he likes to give them * wines on the lees well
refined,” to make glad their hearts, He will not only give them bread, but he
will give them honey too; he will not simply give them milk, but he will give them
wine and milk, and all the sweet things which their hearts can desire. * Comfort ye,
comfort ye my people;” it is the Father’s yearning heart, carefyl even for the little
thi.gs of his people. “ Comfort ye, comfurt ye,”—that one with a tearful eye;
“*Comfort ye, comfort ye,”—yon child of mine with an aching heart; * Comfort ye, —
that poor bemoaning one; “Comfort ye, comfort ye—my people, saith your God.”

Now to night we shall notice the parties to whom the command is uddressed:
secondly, the reason for it; and thirdly, the means Jor carrying it out.

1. First,then, T0 WHOM 18 THIS COMMAND ADDRESSED? You know, beloved, the Holy
Spirit is the great Comforter, and he it is who alone can solace the saints if their
hearts be realiy cheered; but he uses instruments to relieve bis children in their
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distress and to lift ap their hearts from despeération. To whom, then, is this
command addressed? I believe it is addréssed to angels and to men,

T'o angels, first of all, I believe this command is addressed: “ Comfort ye, comfort
ye my people.” You often talk about the insinuations of the devil; I frequently
hear you bemoaning yourselves because you have been attacked by Apollyon, and
have had a hard struggle with Beelzebub; you have  found it hard to resist his
desperate thrusts which he made against you; and you are always talking abhout
him. Allow me to remind you that there is another side of that question, for if
evil spirits assault us, doubtless good spirits guard us; and if ~atan can cast us
down, doubtless it is true God giveth his angels charge over us, to keep usin all our
ways, and they shall bear us up in their hands lest at any tiine we dash our feet
against a stone. It is my firm belief that angels are often employed by God to
throw into the hearts of his people comforting thoughts, There are many sweet
thoughts which we have by the way, when we sit down, and when we rise up, which
we scarcely dare attribute immediately to the Holy Ghost, but which are stiil
beautitul and calm, lovely, and fair, and consoling; and we attribute them to the
ministry of angels. Angels came and ministered unto Jesus, and 1 doubt not that
they minister unto us. Few of us have enough belief in the existence of spirits,
I like that saying of Milton’s, * Millions of spiritual creatures walk this earth,
both when we sleep and when we wake,” And if our minds were opened, if our
ears were attentive, we might hold fellowship with spirits that flit through the air
every moment. Around the death-bed of saints angels hover; by the side of
every struggling warrior for Christ the angels stand. In the day of battle we hear
in the air the neighing of their steeds. Hark! how softly do they ride to help the
elect of God, while in the stern conflict for the right and for the truth, when they
would have been cast down, some angel whispers, ** Courage brother, courage, 1
would I could stand by thy side, shoulder to shoulder, and foot to foot, to fight the
battle, but I must not; it is left for men. Courage then brother, because angels
watch over thee!” It is a good wish of ours, when we say at eventide, “ Peace be to
thee beloved! good angels guard thee! may they spread their wings o’er thee and
stand around thy bed!” But it is more than a wish, it is a reality. Do ye not know
it is written “the angel of the Lord encampeth round them that fear him?” * Are
they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister unto them who are heirs of
salvation?” This command then, comes to angels: ‘ Comfort ye, comfort ye my
people.” Full oft the bright winged seraph flaps his wing to earth, to comfort some
desponding heart. Full oft the cherub, ceasing for a moment his mighty song
to go on errands of love, descends, as Gabriel did of old, to cheer the heart of many
a struggling man and to stand by the side of those who are in conflict for God and
for his truth. Ye angels, ye bright spirits, *“ Comfort ye, comfort ye my people,”

But on earth, this is more especially addressed to the Lord’s min:sters. He calls
his ministers angels of the churches, albeit, they should be a great deal more like
angels than they are. Ministers are bound to comfort God’s people. I am sure,
however, they cannot do it, unless thiey preach the good old doctrines of truti.
Except they preach grace and gracious doctrine, I cannot see how they are to console
the minds of the Lord’s family. Were I to adopt a lax theology which teaches that
God’s children may fall away, that although redeemed they may yet be lost, that
they may be effectually called, and yet slide back to perdition—I want to know
how 1 could carry out this command? I should say, * Brethren, God has told
me to comfort you; that is what I have to preach; you must get what comtort
you can out of it, for I really cannot find much.” J have often marvelled how
the Arminian can comfort himself, wherewith he can light a fire to warm his
own heart! What doctrine hath he? He believes he is a child of God to-day, and
he is taught to believe he is a child of the devil to-morrow. He is now, he says, 1n
the covenant, but then that covenant is such an uncertain thing that 1t may at any
time be broken down, and he may die beneath its ruins; he knows himself to be
redeemed by the blcod of Christ, yet he is taught that that will not be sufficient
without the concurrence of some good thoughts, good actions, or certainly by
some good grace, some faith of his own. He is led to believe that his standm-g
depends upon his own keeping near to God, instead of remcmbering tll?t his
keeping near to God must be by a sweet attraction that proceeds from God himself.
Whence then comfort is to be procured I cannot tell. Happy I am 1 have no such
gospel as that to preach. Let me preach the old gospel.of Chrysostom, the old gospel
of Augustine, the old gospel of Athanasius; and above all the old gospel ot Jesus
Christ, the originator of it; for there [ can find something to comfort the child of God,
¢ Comfort ye, comfort ye my people.,” Itis our duty to reprove, to exhort, to invite,
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