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«« Thy love to me was wonderful.” — 2 Samucl 1. 26.
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V:’:"O\IE dear readers, let each one of us gpeak for him-
u sclf of the wonderful love, not of Jonathan, but of
Jesus. We will not relate what we have been told,
but the things which we have tasted and handled —of the
love of Christ. Thy love to me, O Jesus, was wounderful
when I was a stranger wandering far from Thee, fulfilling the
desires of the flesh and of the mind. Thy love restrained me
from committing the sin which 1s unto death, and withheld
me from self-destruction. Thy love held back the axe when
Justice said, ¢ Cut it down ! why cumbercth it the ground ?”
Thy love drew me into the wilderness, stripped me there, and
made me feel the guilt of my <in, and the burden of mine
iniquity. Thy love spake thus comfortably to me when I was
core dismayed : *“ Come unto Me, and I will give thee rest.”
Oh, how matchless Thy love when, 1 a2 moment, Thou didst
wash my sins away, and make my polluted soul. which was
crimson with the blood of my nativity, and black with the
orime of my (ran<gressions, to be white as the driven snow,
and pure as the finest wool. Iow Thou didst commend Thy
love when Thou dids<t whisper in my ears, *“ 1 am thine and
thon art Mine.” Kind were those accents when Thou «aidst,
«« The Father Himself loveth you.” And <weet the moments,
pascing sweet, when Thou declaredst to me ** the love of the
Spirit.”  Never shall my =oul forget those chambers of fel-
Jow-hip where Thou hast unveiled Thy«elf to me. Had Mon-
ses his cleft o the rock, where he <aw the train, the back
parts of i~ God? We, too, have had our dlefte in the rock,
where we have «cen the full splendors of the Godhead in the
person of Christ. Ihd David remcmber the tracks of the
wild woat, the land of Jordan and the Hermonites 7 We tno,
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cdne~~. Precious Lord Jesus, give us a fresh dranght of Thy

wol arous love to bean the montl with Nipo .
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“ And these are ancient things.” — 1 Chronicles 1v, 22.
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sET not so ancient as thosc precious things which are
© the declight of our souls. Let us for a moment re-
s count them, telling them over as misers count their
gold. The sovereign choice of the Iather, by which
He elected us unto eterual life, or ever the earth was, 1s a
matter of vast antiquity, since no date can be conceived for
it by the mind of man. We were chosen from before the
foundations of the world. Ewverlasting love went with the
choice, for it was not a bare act of divine will by which we
were set apart, but the divine affections were concerned.
The Father loved us in and from the beginning. Here is a
theme for daily contemplation. T'he eternal purpose to re-
deem us from our foreseen ruin, to cleanse and sanctify us,
and at last to glorify us, was of infinite antiquity, and runs
side by side with immutable Jove and absolute sovereignty.
The covenant is always described as being everlasting, and
Jesus, the second party in it, had His goings forth of old;
ITe struck hands in sacred surctyship long ere the first of the
stars began to shine, and it was in Him that the elect were
ordained unto ecternal life. Thus in the divine purpose a
most blessed covenant union was established between the
Son of God and His elect people, which will remain as the
foundation of their safety when time shall be no more. Is 1t
not well to be conversant with these aucient things? Is it
not shameful that they should be so much neglected and even
rejected by the bulk of professors? If they knew more of
their own sin, would they not be more ready to adore distin-
guishing grace? Let us both admire and adore to-night, as

Wwe sing, —
Cr

“ A monument of graee,
A smner saved by blood !
The streams of love 1 trace
Up to the Pounta, Guod,
And m His sacrod bosom ~ee
Eternal thoaghts of love to me.”
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“« Tell me . .. where Thou feedest, where Thou makest Thy flock to
rest at noon.” — Cantieles 1. 7.
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i LAY Christ, and his longing for present communion with
2w/l Him. ¢ Where dost Thoun feed Thy flock ?” In Thy
house? I will go, if T may find Thee there. In private
prayer 2 Then I will pray without ceasing. In the Word?
Then I will read it diligently. In thine ordinances? Then
I will walk in them with all my heart. Tell me where Thou
feedest, for wherever Thou standest as the Shepherd, there
will T lie down as a sheep ; for none but Thyself can supply
my need. I cannot be satisfied to be apart from Thee. My
soul hungers and thirsts for the refreshment of Thy presence.
¢ Where dost Thou make Thy flock to rest at noon " for
whether at dawn or noon, my only rest must be where Thou
art and Thy beloved flock. My soul's rest must be a grace-
given rest, and can only be fonnd in Thee. Where 18 the
shadow of that rock > Why should I not repose beneath it 2
¢ Why should I be as one that turneth aside by the flocks
of thy companions > Thou hast companions — why should
I not be one? Satan tells me I am unworthy ; but 1 always
was unworthy, and yet Thou hast Jong loved me; and there-
forc mv unworthiness cannot he a bar to my baving fellow-
ship with Thee now. It i<truelam weak n faith, and prone
to fall, but my very feebleness 1s the reason why I should
always be where Thou feedest Thy flock, that I may be
strengthened, and preserved in safety beside the sull waters.
Why should T turn a<ide ? There 1< no reason why I should,
but there are a thousand reasons why T should not, for Jesus
beckons me to come. If He withdraw Hunsdlf a litte, ¢ 18
Lut to make me prize Ih~ presence more, Now that 1 am
gricved and di~tressed at ey away from Hun, He will Jead
e vet again to that sheltered nook whare the Jambs of His

fold are shdltered from the burmng sun.
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“ Your refuge from the avenyer of blood.” — Joshua xx. 3.
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VI T is said that in the land of Canaan, cities of refuge
tﬁ were so arranged, that any man might reach one of
< them within half a day at the utmost. Xven so the
word of our salvation is near to us; Jesus is a present Sav-
iour, and the way to Him is short; it is but a simple renun-
ciation of our own merit, and a laying hold of Jesus, to be
our all in all.  'With regard to the roads to the city of ref-
uge, we are told that they were strictly preserved, every river
was bridged, and every obstruction removed, so that the man
who fled might find an easy passage to the city. Once a year
the elders went along the roads and saw to their order, so
that nothing might impede the flight of any one, and cause
him, through delay, to be overtaken and slain. How gra-
ciously do the promises of the gospel remove stumbling-
blocks from the way! Wherever there were by-roads and
turnings, there were fixed up hand-posts, with this inscription
upon them : ** To the city of refuge!” This is a picture of
the road to Christ Jesus. It is no roundabout road of the
law ; it is no obeying this, that, and the other; 1t 1s a straight
road : ¢ Believe, and live.” It is a road so hard, that no
gelf-richteous man can ever tread 1t ; but so easy, that every
sinner, who knows bimself to be a sinner, may by it find his
way to heaven. No soouner did the man-slayer reach the out-
works of the city than bhe was safe; it was not necessary for
him to pass far within the walls, but the suburbs themselves
were suflicient protection.  Learn hence, that if you do but
touch the hem of Christ's garment, vou shall be made whole;
if you do but lay hold upon him with ¢ faith as a gram of
wustard seed,” you are safe.
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A lttle genuine orace insures
The death ot all our »ns,”

Only waste no time, loiter not by the way, for the avenger
of blood is swift of foot; aud it wmay be he is at your heels
at this still hour of eventide.
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“ At that tinie Jesus answered.” — Matthew xi1. 205.
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HIS 1s a singular way in which to commmence a verse:
‘““ At that time Jesus answered.”  If you will look at
the context you will not perecive that any person had

asked Ilim a question, or that Ile was in conversation with

any human being.  Yet it 1= written, ** Jesus answered and
<aid, I thank Thee, O IFather.” When a man answers, he
answers a person who has been speaking to him. Who, then,
had spoken to Christ? Iis Father. Yet there is no record
of it; and this should teach us that Je<us had constant fel-
lowship with His Father, and that God spake into Ilis heart
so often, so continually, that it was not a circumstance sin-
gular cnough to be recorded. It was the habit and life of
Jesus to talk with God. Even as Jesus was, i this world,
so are we ; let ug, therefore, learn the lesson which this stin-
ple statement concerning Him teaches ue. May v likewise
have silent fellowship w:th the Father, <o that often we may
answer Ilim, and though the world wottcth not to whom we
speak, may we be rexponding to that sceret voiee unheard
of any other ear, which our own ear, opened by the Spirit of

God. recognizes with joy. God has spoken to us; let us

speak to God—either to set to our scal thut God s true il

faithful to Ilis promise, or to confe<s the «n of which the

Npirit of God bas convineed us, or to acknowledge the mercy

which God's providence has given, or to express asscut to

the great truths which God the Ioly (+host has opened to
our understanding. What a privilege 15 intimate communion
with the Father of our spirits ! It 14 a cecret hidden from
the world, a joy with which even the nearest friend inter-
meddleth not. If we would Lear the whispers of God'« Jove,

our ear Immust he purgml and Htzed 1o heten to His voiee,

Thic very s ﬁu%ng may our hearis be in such a state, that
when God speaks to us, we, hke Jesus, may he prepared at

OMCC (O Qlislitcer Hrm.
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“ Pray one for another.” — James v, 16,
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!';,ﬂq\S an encouragement cheerfully to offer intercessory
ﬁ' prayer, remember that such proyer os the sweetest God
& ever hears, for the prayer of Christ is of this charac-
ter. In all the incense which our Great Iligh Priest now
puts mto the golden ceanser, there is not a single grain for
IMimself. Jlis intercession must be the most acceptable of
all supplications — and the more like our prayer is to Christ’s,
the sweeter 1t will be ; thus while petitions for oursclves will
be accepted, our pleadings for others, having in them more
of the fruits of the Spirit, more love, more faith, more broth-
erly kindness, will be, through the precious merits of Jesus,
the sweetest oblation that we can offer to God, the very fat
of our sacrifice. Remember, again, that intercessory prayer
18 cxceedingly prevalent.  What wonders it has wrought !
The Word of God teems with its marvellous deeds. Be-
liever, thou hast a michty engine in thy hand, use it well,
usc it constantly, use it with faith, and thou shalt surely be a
benetuctor to thy brethren.  When thou hast the King’s ear,
speak to Ilim for the suffering members of His body. When
thou art favored to draw very near to His throne, and the
King saith to thee, ¢ Ask, and I will give thee what thou
wilt,” let thy petitions be, not for thyseltf alone, but for the
many who need llis aid.  If thou hast grace at all, and art
not an intercessor, that grace must be small as a grain of
mustard sced. Thou hast just enough grace to float thy soul
clear from the quicksaund, but thou hast no deep floods of
grace, or else thou wouldst carry in thy joyous bark a weighty
cargo of the wants ot others, and thou wouldst bring back
from thy Lorvd, for thew, rich blessings, which but for thee
they might not have obtained.

“ 0, let miyvy hands foreet thaeir sKitl,
M v tongue be stlent, cold, amd ~ull,
Thi~ boundine heart torget to beat,
It I torget the merey seat '’

4
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“And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come
up hither.” — Revelation a1, 12

AJTHOUT considering these words in their prophetical
3}2% connection, let us regard them as the invitation of

our great Forerunuer to 1lis sanctified people. In
due time there shall be heard ¢ a great voice from heaven”
to every believer, saying ¢ Come up hither.” This should
be to the saints the subject of joyful anticipation. Instead
of dreading the time when we shall leave this world to go
unto the Father, we should be panting for the hour of our
emancipation. Qur song should be —

¢ My heart 1s with ITim on His throne,
) And i1ll can brook delay,
Each moment hatcnng for the voice,
¢ Ris¢ up, and come away.? ™

We are not called down to the grave, but up to the skies.
Our heaven-born spirits should long for their native air.
Yet, should the celestial summons be the olyect of puatient
waiting. Our God knows best when to bid us “ Come up
hither.” We must vot wish to antedate the period of our
departure. I know that strong love will make us ery,

¢« O Laord of ITosts, the waves divide,
And land us all 13 heaven , ™

but patience must have her perfect work. God ordains with
accurate wisdom the most fitting time for the redeemed to
abide below. Surely. if there could be regrets in heaven,
the saints might mourn that they did not live longer here to
do more good. Oh, for more sheaves for my Lord’s garner !
more jewels for Ilis crown! DBut how, unless there be more
work ? True, there is the other side of it, that, hving ru
briefly, our sins are the fewer; but oh! when we are fully
cerving God, and He 1~ gning us to rcatier pre clous seed,
and reap a bupdred fold, we would even say it 1= well for us
to abide where we are.  Whethcr our Master shall say * go,”
or ** stav,” let us be equally well pleasad, <o long as He 18-
dulges u~ with His pre-cuce.
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‘“ e shall save His people fiom their sins.” — Matthew 1. 21.
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INANY persons, if they are asked what they understand
% by salvation, will reply, ‘¢ Being saved from hell and

taken to heaven.” This is one result of salvation,
but it is not one tithe of what is contained in that boon. It
is true our Lord Jesus Christ does redeem all His people
from the wrath to come; Ilc saves them from the fearful
condemnation which their sins had brought upon them ; but
His trivwph is far more complete than this. He saves His
people ¢ from their sins.” Oh! sweet deliverance from our
worst foes. Where Christ works a saving work, He casts
Satan from his throne, and will not let him be master any
longer. No man is a true Christian if sin reigns 1n his mor-
tal body. Sin will be «» us — it will never be utterly ex-
pelled till the spirit enters glory; but it will never have
dominion. There will be a striving for dominion — a lusting
against the new law and the new spirit which God has iwm-
planted — but sin will never get the upper hand so as to be
absolute monarch of our nature. Christ will be Master of
the heart, and sin must be mortifiecd. The Lion of the tribe
of Judah shall prevail, and the dragon shall be cast out.
Professor ! is sin subdued in you? If your {ife 1s unholy
your heart is unchanged ; and if your heart is unchanged you
are an unsaved person. If the Saviour has not sanctified
you, renewed you, given you a hatred of sin and a love of
holiness, He has done nothing in you of a saving character.
The grace which does not make a man better than others is
a worthless counterfeit. Christ saves Iis people not in their
sing, but from them. * Without holiness no man shall see
the Lord.” ¢ Let every one that nameth the name of Christ
depart from iniquity.” If not saved from sin, how shall we
hope to be counted among His people.  Lord. save me even
now from all evil, and enable me to honor my Saviour.
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“ Lead us not into templation ; but deliver us from evil [or the evil
one].” — Luke 1l 4.

s HAT we are taught to scek or shun 1n prayer, we

@]:;;;a v should equally pursue or aveoid in action. Very

S earnestly, therefore, should we avoid temptation,
secking to walk so guardedly in the path of obedience, that
we may never tempt the devil to tempt us.  We are not to
enter the thicket in search of the lion. Dearly might we
pay for such presumption. This lion may eross our path, or
leap upon us from the thicket, but we have nothing to do
with hunting him. He that mecteth with him, even though
he winneth the day, will find it a stern struggle. Let the
Christian pray that he may be spared the encounter. Our
Saviour, who had experience of what temptation mecant,
thus earnecstly admonished His disciples — ¢ Pray that ye
enter not into temptation.”

But let us do as we will, we shall be tempted ; hence the
prayer * deliver us from evil.” God had one Son without
sin ; but He has no son without temptation, The natural
man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upwards, and the
Christian man is born to temptation just as certainly. We
must be always on our watch against Satan, because, like a
thief, he gives mo intimation of his approach. Believers
who have had experience of the ways of Satan, know that
there are certain seasons when he will most probably make
an attack, just as at certain seasons bleak winds may be ex-
pected ; thus the Christian 1s put on a double guard by fear
of danger, and the danger is averted by preparing to meet
it. Prevention is better than care : it is better to be <o well
armed that the devil will not attack you, than to endure the
perils of the fight. even though jou come off a conqueror.
Pray this evening first that you may not be tempted, and
next, that if temptation he permitted, you ma) he delivered

from the evil one

"L?
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“l have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a

cloud, thy sins : reburn unto Me ; for I have redeemed thee” —
Isaiah xliv, 22.

VIGTTENTIVELY observe THE INSTRUCTIVE SIMILI-
TUDE : our sins are like a cloud. As clouds are of
many shapes and shades, so are our transgressions.
As clonds obscure the light of the sun, and darken the land-
scape beneath, so do our sins hide from us the light of Je-
hoval'’s face, and cause us to sit in the shadow of death.
They are earth-born things, and rise from the miry places
of our nature; and when so colleeted that their measure is
full, they threaten us with storm and tempest. Alas! that,
unliko clouds, our sins yield us no genial showers, but rather
threaten to deluge us with a fiery flood of destruction. O
ye black clouds of sin, how can it be fair weather with our
souls while ye remain ?

Liet our joyful eye dwell upon Tur xorasre act of divine
merey — ¢ blotting out.” God Ilimself appcars upon the
scene, and in divine benignity, instead of manifesting His
anger, reveals llis grace : He at ouce and forever effectu-
ally removes the mischicf, not by blowing away the cloud,
but by blotting it out from existence once for all.  Against
the justified man no sin remains; the great transaction of
the cross has eternally removed His transgressious from Ilim.
On Calvary’s summit the great deed by which the sin of all
the chosen was forever put away, was completely and effectu-
ally performed.

Practically let us obey THE GRACIOUS cOMMAND, *¢ refurn
unto me.”  Why should pardoned sinners live at a distance
frot their God ?  If we have been forgiven all our sivs. let
no legal fear withhold us from the boldest access to our
Lord. Let backslidings be bemoaned, but let us not perse-
vere m them. To the greatest possible nearvesz of com-
munion with the Lord. let us. in the power of the Holy Spirit,
strive mightily to return. O Lord. this night restore us!

4 =
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¢ Thou hast left thy ﬁr st Zov M ——-Revelation 1. 4.

QVER to be remembered 1s that best and brightest of
é\)j:.\s hours when first we saw the Lord, lost our burden,

recelved the roll of promise, rejoiced in full salva-
tion, and went on our way in peace. It was spring time in
the soul ; the winter was past; the mutterings of Sinai's
thunders were hushed ; the flashings of its lightnings were
no more perceived ; God was beheld as reconciled ; the law
threatened no vengeance, justice demanded no punishment.
Then the flowers appeared in our heart; hope, love, peace,
and patience sprung from the sod ; the hyacinth of repent-
ance, the snowdrop of pure holiness, the crocus of golden
faith, the daffodil of early love, all decked the garden of the
soul. The time of the singing of birds was come, and we
rejoiced with thanksgiving ; we magnified the holy name of
our forgiving God, and our resolve was, ** Lord, I am Thine,
wholly Thine ; all I am, and all I have, I would devote to
Thee. Thou bast bought me with Thy blood — let me spend
myself and be spent in thy service. In life and in death let
me be consecrated to Thee.” How have we kept this resolve?
Our espousal love burned with a holy flame of devotedness
to Jesus — is it the same now ? Might not Jesus well ray
to us, *“ I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left
thy first love” 7 Alas! it is but little we have done for our
Master's glory. Our winter bas lasted all too long. We
are as cold as ice when we should feel a summer’s glow, and
bloom with sacred flowers. We give to (God pence when He
deserveth pounds, nay, deserveth our heart’'s blood to be
coined in the service of His church and of His truth. But
<hall we eontinue thus ¥ O Lord. after Thou hast so richly
blecsed us, shall we be ungrateful, and become indifferent to
Thy good cause and work 7 O quicken us that we may re-
turn to our first love, and do our firrt works! &Secpd us a
genal spring, O Sun of Righteousness.
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¢ He shall abide with you forever.” — Psalm Ix1. 7.

gffgjﬁE Great Father revealed Himself to believers of old
before the coming of His Son, and was known to

Abraham, Isanc, and Jacob as the God Almighty.
Then Jesus came, and the ever-blessed Son in His own prop-
er person, was the delight of His people’s eyes. At the time
of the Redcemer’s ascension, the Holy Spirit became the
head of the present dispensation, and Ilis power was glori-
ously manifested on and after Pentecost. He remains at this
hour the present Immanucl — Grod with us, dwelling in and
with His people, quickening, guiding, and ruling in their
midst. Is Ilis presence recognized as it ought to be? We
cannot control His working ; He is most sovereign in all Ilis
operations, but are we sufliciently anxious to obtain His help,
or sufficicutly watchful lest we provoke Him to withdraw 1lis
aild? Without him we can do nothing, but by His almighty
energy the most extraordinary results can be produced : ev-
erything depends upon His manifesting or concealing His
power. Do we always look up to Him both for our inner life
aud our outward service with the respeetful dependence which
is fitting > Do we not too often run before His call and act
independently of His aid.  Let us humble ourselves this
evening for past neglects, and now entreat the heavenly dew
to rest upon us, the sacred oil to anoint us, the celestial
flame to burn within us. The Holy (host 1s no temporary
aift, Ile abides with the saints. We have but to seek Him
avight, aud 1lIe will be found of us. He is jealous, but He
is pitiful ; if e leaves in anger, He returns in mercy. Con-
descending and tender, He does not weary of us, but waits
to be gracious still,

St has been hammerins my soul

Unto & hardness, voud of love,

Let grace work too, and on my soul
Diop {rowm abore,
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“ There is therefore now no condemnation.” — Romans vi. 1.
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OME, my soul, think thou of this. Believing in
Jesus, thou art actually.and cffectually cleared from
guilt ; thou art led out of thy prison. Thou art no

more in fetters as a bond-slave ; thou art delivered now from
the bondage of the law; thou art freed from sin, and canst
walk at large as a freeman ; thy Saviour’s blood has procured
thy full discharge. Thou hast a right now to approach thy
Father’s throne. No flames of vengeance are there to scare
thee now; no fiery sword ; justice cannot smite the nno-
cent. Thy disabilities are taken away: thou wast once una-
ble to see thy Father's face; thou canst see it now. Thou
couldst not speak with Him ; but now thou hast access with
boldness. Once there was a fear of bhell upon thee; but thou
hast no fear of it now, for how can there be punishment for
the guiltless #  Ile who believeth is not condemucd, and can-
not be puniched. And more than all, the privileges thou
mightst have enjoyed, if thou hadst never sinned, are thine
now thou art justified. All the blessings which thou wouldst
have had if thou hadst kept the law, and more, are thine, be-
cause Christ has kept it for thee. All the love and the ac-
ceptance which perfect ebedience could have obtained of God,
belong to thee, becauce Christ was perfectly obedicnt on thy
behalf, and hath imputed all His merits to thy account, that
thou mightst be exceeding rich through Him, who for thy sake
became exceeding poor. Ob! how great the debt of love
and gratitude thou owest to thy Saviour!

AV

“ A debtor to merey alane,

Of covenatet nere., [ minr,

Nor fear vt Fhy m_Llrousnaoss on,
My prreon aud ofori s to bring s

The terrors of biw spd of Go b,
With e ¢an b nothing to do;

Mx ~aviour's ole 1 nev oand hlian]
H.ue all ay trags, rissions from view,”
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“ She was healed immediately.” — Luke viii. 47.
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ENE of the most touching and teaching of the Saviour's
miracles 18 before us to-night. The woman was very
ignorant. She imagined that virtue came out of
Christ by a law of necessity, without Ilis knowledge or direct
will. Moreover, she was a stranger to the generosity of Je-
sus’ character, or she would not have gone behind to steal
the cure which Ile was so ready to bestow. Misery should
always place itself right in the face of mercy. Ilad she
known the love of Jesus’ leart, she would have said, ¢ 1
have but to put myself where Ie can sce me — His omnis-
cienco will teach ITim my case, and Ilis love at once will work
my curc.”  We admire her faith, but we marvel at her iguo-
rancc. After she had obtained the cure, she rejoiced with
trembling : glad was she that the diviue virtue had wrought
a marvel in her; but she fearcd lest Christ should retract the
blessing, and put a negative upon the grant of His grace:
little did she comprehend the fulness of His love! We have
not so clear a view of Ilim as we could wish ; we know not the
heights and depths of Iis love ; but we know of a surety that
He is too good to withdraw from a trembling soul the gift
which it has been able to obtain. Dut here is the marvel of
it : little as was her knowledge, her faith, because 1t was real
faith, saved her, and saved her at once. There was no tedious
delay — faith’s miracle was instantaneous. If we have faith
as a grain of mustard sced, salvation 1s our present and eter-
nal possession.  If in the list of the Lord’s children we are
written as the feeblest of the family, yet, being heirs through
faith, no power, human or devilish, can eject us from salva-
tion. If we cannot clasp the Lord in our hands with Simeon,
if we dare not lean our heads upon Ilis bosom with Johbu,
yet if we can venture in the press bebind Him, and touch the
hem of His garwent, we are made whele. Courage, timid
one! thy faith hath saved thee: go in peace. **Bung jusi-
fied by faith, we hare peace with God.”
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“ Whereby they have made Thee glad.” — Psalm xlv. 8.
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?‘”ﬁ” AND who are thus privileged to make the Saviour glad ?
E; Q His church — His people. DBut is it possible? He

4% makes us glad, but how can we make Him glad? DBy
our love. Ah! we think it so cold, so faint; and so, indeed,
we must sorrowfully confess it to be, but it 1s very sweet to
Christ. IIcar His own eulogy of that love in the golden
Canticle : * How fair is thy love, my sister, my spouse ! how
much better is thy love than wine!” See, loving heart, how
He delights in you. When you lean your head on His bosom,
you not only receive, but you give lim joy; when you gaze
with love upon His all-glorious face, you not only obtain com-
fort, but impart delight. Our praise, too, gives Him joy —
not the song of the lips alone, but the melody of the heart's

deep gratitude. OQur gifts, too, are very pleasant to Him;
He loves to sec us lay our time, our talents, our substance
upou Ilis altar, not for the value of what we give, but for the
sake of the motive from which the gift springs. To Llim the
lowly offerings of llis saints are more acceptable than thou-
sands of gold and silver. Holiness i3 like frankincense and
myrrh to Him. Forgive your enemy, and you make Christ
glad ; distribute of your substance to the poor, and He re-
joices; be the means of saving souls, and you give Him to
sce of the travail of His soul; proclaim Ilis gospel, and you
are a sweet savor unto Him; go among the ignorant and hift
up the cross, and you have given I{im honor. It is1n your
power cven now to break the alabaster box, and pour the
precious oil of joy upon llis head, as did the woman of old,
whose memorial is to this day set forth wherever the gospel
is preached. Will you be backward then?  Will you not
perfume your beloved Lord with the myrrh, and aloes, and
ca~ia of your heart’s praise’ Yes, ye ivory palaces, ye
shall Lear the songs of the saints!
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“ Thy good Spirit.” — Nehemiah ix. 20.
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OMMON, too common is the sin of forgetting the Holy
Spirit. This is folly and ingratitude. He deserves
well at our hands, for Ile is good, supremely good.

As God, Ile is good essentially. He shares in the threefold

ascription of Holy, holy, holy, which ascends to the Triune

Jehovah. Unmixed purity, and truth, and grace is He. He

18 good benevolently, tenderly bearing with our waywardness,

striving with our rebellious wills; quickening us from our

death in sin, and then training us for the skies as a loving
nurse fosters her child. llow generous, forgiving, and ten-
der is this patient Spirit of God. Ie is good operatively.

All IIis works are good in the most eminent degree: He

suggests good thoughts, prompts good actions, reveals good

truths, applies good promises, assists in good attainments,
and leads to good results. There is no spiritual good in all
the world of which He is not the author and sustainer, and
heaven itself will owe the perfect character of its redeemed
inhabitants to His work. 1Ilc is good offictally ; whether as
somforter, Tustructor, Guide, Sanctifier, Quickener, or In-
tercessor, He fultils 1is office well, and each work is fraught
with the highest good to the church of God. They who yield
to lis 1nfluences become good, they who obey his impulses
do good, they who live under Iis power receive good. Let
us then act towards so good a person according to the die-
tates of gratitude. Let us revere His person, and adore

Him as God over all, blessed forever ; let us own His power,

aud our need of Him, by waiting upon Him in all our holy
cnterprises; let us hourly seck His aid, and never grieve

Him ; aund let us speak to His praise whenever occasion oc-

curs.  The church will never prosper until more reverently

it behieves in the Holy Ghost. He is so good and kind, that
1t is sad Indeed that He should be grieved by slights and
negligences.

i MEoidere S _— il il
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«Whereas the Lord was there.” — Ezekiel xxxv. 10.
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and counted upon its easy conquest; but there was
one great difficulty in their way — quite unknown to
them — ¢ The Lord was there;” and in His presence lay the
special security of the chosen land. Whatever may be the
machinations and devices of the enemies of God's people,
there is still the same effectual barrier to thwart their design.
The saints are God’s heritage, and Ile is in the midst of them,
and will protect His own. What comfort this assurance
yields us in our troubles and spiritual conflicts! We are
constantly opposed, and yet perpctually preserved ! IHow
often Satan shoots his arrows against our fuith, but our faith
defies the power of hell's fiery darts ; they are not anly turned
aside, but they are quenched upon its shield, for * the Lord
is there.” Qur good works are the subjects of Satan’s at-
tacks. A saint never yet had a virtue or a grace which was
ot the target for hellish bullets : whether 1t was hope bright
and sparkling, or love warm and fervent, or paticnce all-
enduring, or zeal flaming like coals of fire, the old encmy of
everything that is good bhas tried to destroy it. The only
reason why anything virtuous or lovely survives in us 15 this,
«* the Lord is there.”

If the Lord be with us through life, we need not fear for
our dying confidence; for whien we come (o dze, we shall find
that ¢ the Lord is there, ”” where the billows are wost tempes-
tuous. and the water is most chill, we shall feel the bottom,
and kuow that it is good : our feet shall stand upon the Rock
of Ages when time is passing away. Beloved, from the firet
of a Christian's life to the last, the anly rea<on why he does
not perish is because ** the Lord 15 there.”  When the (God of
everlasting love shall change and leave His elect to perish,
then mav the Church of God be destroyed; but not i}l then,
bﬂeausetlt {s wrnitten, JeEgoyv A SHAMMAR, the Lord 18

EDOM’S princes saw the whole country left desolute,

I . !
f.fi" Fe,
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s« Father, I hare sinned.” — Luke xv. 18.
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T is quite certain that those whom Christ has washed
¢ in llis precious blood nced not make a confession of
sin, as culprits or criminals, before God the Judge,
for Christ has forcver taken away all their sins in a legal
scuse, so that they no longer stand where they can be con-
demned, but are once for all accepted 1n the Beloved; but
having become children, and offending as children, ought
they not cevery day to go before their heavenly Father and
confess their sin, and acknowledge their iniquity 1n that char-
acter 7 Nature tcaches that it 1s the duty of erring children
to make a confession to their earthly father, aud the grace of
God in the heart teaches us that we, as Christians, owe the
same duty to our hcavenly Father. We daily offend, and
ought not to rest without daily pardon. Kor, supposing that
my trespasses agaiust my Father are not at once taken to
ITim to be washed away by the cleansing power of the Lord
Jesus, what will be the consequence? It T have not sought
forgiveness and been washed from these offences against my
FFather, I shall feel at a distance from Iim; I shall doubt
Iiis love to me; I shall tremble at Him < I shall be afraid to
pray to Ilnm; I sball grow like the prodigal, who, although
still a child, was yet far off from his father. DBut if, with a
child’s sorrow at offending so gracious and loving a Parent,
I go to Him and tell Him all, and rest not till I realize that
I am forgiven, then I shall feel a holy love to my Father,
and shall go through my Christian earcer, not only as saved,
but as one cujoving preseut peace in God through Jesus
Christ my Lord. There is a wide distiuction between con-
fessing sin as a culprit, and confessing sin as a civd. The
Father's bosowm 1s the place for peuitent confesstons.  We
have been cleaused once for all, but our feet sull need to be
washed from the defilement of our daily walk as children of
Grod.
5
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““ He first findeth his own brother Stmon.” — John 1. 41.

-

~HIS case is an excellent pattern of all cases where
spiritual life is vigorous. 4dssoon as a man has found
Chlrist, he begins to find others. I will not believe
that thou hast tasted of the honey of the gospel if thou canst

eat it all thyself. True grace puts an end to all spiritual
monopoly. Andrew first found his own brother Simon, and
then others. Relationship has a very strong demand upon our
first individual efforts. Andrew, thou didst well to begim
with Simon. I doubt whether there are not some Christians
giving away tracts at other people’s houses who would do
well to give away a tract at their own — whether there are
not some engaged in works of usefulness abroad, who are
neglecting their special sphere of usefulness at home. Thou
mayst or thou mayst not be called to evangelize the people in
any particular locality, but certainly thou art called to sce
after thine own servants, thine own kinsfolk and acquaint-
ance. Let thy religion begin at home. Many tradesmen
export their best commeodities; the Christian should not.
He should have all his conversation everywhere of the best
savor ; but let him have a care to put forth the sweectest fruit
of spiritual life and testimony in his own family. When An-
drew went to find bis brother, he httle imagined how emi-
nent Simon would become. Simon Peter was worth ten An-
drews, so far as we can gather from sacred bistory, and yet
Andrew was instrumental in bringing bim to Jesus.  You
may be very deficient in talent yourself, and yet you may be
the means of drawing to Christ onc who shall become cini-
neot in grace aud service. Ab! dear friend. vou little know
the possibilities which are i you. You may but speak a
word to a child, and in that child there may be slumbering a
noble beart which shall stir the Christian church 1n years to
come. .Andrew has only two talents, but Lhe finds Peter. Go

thou and do likewise.
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“ Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempied of the devil.” — Matthew 1v. 1.
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HOLY character does not avert temptation — Jesus
was tempted. When Satan tempts us, his sparks fall
upon tinder ; but in Christ’s case, 1t was like striking
sparks on water; yet the enemy continued his evil work.
Now 1if the devil goes on striking when there 1s no result,
how much more will bhe do it when he knows what inflamma-
ble stuff our hcarts are made of! Though you become
greatly sanctified by the IToly (zhost, expect that the great
dog of hell will bark at you still. In the haunts of men we
expect to be tempted, but even seclusion will not guard us
from the same trial. Jesus Christ was led away from human
society into the wilderness, and was tempted of the devil.
Solitude has its charms and its bencfits, and may be useful
in checking the lust of the eye and the pride of life; but the
devil will follow us into the most lovely retreats. Do not
suppose that it is only the worldly-minded who have dread-
ful thoughts and blasphemous temptations, for even spiritual-
minded persons endure the same ; and in the holiest position
wc may suffer the darkest temptation. The utmost consecra-
tion of spirit will not insure you against Satanic temptation.
Christ was consecrated through and through. It was His
meat and drink to do the will of Him that sent Him; and
yet He was tempted! Your hearts may glow with a seraphic
flame of love to Jesus. and yet the devil will try to bring
you down to Laodicean lukewarmness. If you will tell me
when God permits a Christian to lay aside his armor, I will
tell you when Satan has left off temptation. Like the old
knights in war time, we must sleep with helmet and breast-
plate buckled on, for the arch-deceiver will seize our first
unguarded hour to make us his prey. The Lord keep us
ratchful in all seasons, and give us a final escape from the
Jaw of the lion and the paw of the bear.
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¢ Understandest thou what thow readest 27 — Acts v 30.

e L it S TR T RTIIT

4a

E shouldﬂ be abler teachers of others, and less liable to
be carried about by every wind of doctrine, if we
' S sought to have a more 1ntelligent understanding of
the Word of God. As the Iloly Ghost, the Author of the
Scriptures, is Ile who alone can enlighten us rightly to un-
derstand them, we should constantly ask 1lis teaching, and
His guidance into all truth. When the prophet Daniel would
interpret Ncbuchadnezzar's dream, what did he do? Ilo set
himself to earnest prayer that God would open up the vision.
The apostle John, in his vision at Patmos, saw a book sealed
with seven seals which none was found worthy to open, or o
much as to look upon. The book was afterwards opened by
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, who had prevailed to open 1t ;
but it is written first, * I wept much.,” The tears of John,
which were his liquid prayers, were, so far as he way con-
cerned, the sacred keys by which the folded book was opened.
Therefore if, for your own and others’ profiting, you desire o
be * filled with the knowledge of God's will in all wisdom and
spiritual understanding,” remember that prayer i3 your best
means of study : like Daniel, you shall understand the dream,
and the interpretation thereof, when jou have sought unto
God ; and like John, you shall see the seven scals of precious
truth unloosed, after you bave wept much. Stoncs are not
broken, except by an carnest use of the hammer; and the
stone-breaker must go down on his knees. Uze the hamwer
of diligence, and let the knec of prayer be exercised, and there
is not a stony doctrine in Revelation which is useful for you to
understand, which will not fly into shivers under the exercisc of
prayer and faith. You ma) furce your way through anytling
with the leverage of prayer. Thoughts and reasopings are like
the steel wedges which give a hold upon truth ; but prayer s

the lever. the prise which forces open the irun chest of sacred
asure hidden withiu.

mystery, that we may get tac tre
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“ T'he Lord 1s slow to anger, and g1 eat i power.” — Nahum 1. 3.

i S e =_— i i il

EHOVAIL ¢ 1s slow to anger.” When merey cometh
“:l? into the world she driveth winged steeds; the axles
2 of her chariot-wheels are red hot with speed; but
when wrath goeth forth, it toileth on with tardy footsteps,
for God taketh no pleasure in the sinner’s death. God’s rod
of merey is ever in Ilis hands outstretched; His sword of
justice in its scabbard, held down by that pierced haund of
love which bled for the sins of men. ¢ The Lord 1s slow to
anger,” beeause 1le is erear 1x powrr.  lle is truly great
in power who hath power over himself. When God’s power
doth restrain IHimself, then it is power indeed: the power

that binds ommipotence is owmnipotence surpassed. A man
who has a strong mind can bear to be insulted long, and only
resents the wrong when a sense of right demands his action.
The weak mind is irritated at a little ; the strong miud bears
it like a rock which moveth not, though a thousand breakers
dash upon it, and cast their pitiful malice in spray upon 1ts
summit. God marketh his encmies, and yet lle bestirs not
Himself, but holdeth in Iis anger.  If Ule were less divine
than Ile is, He would loug cre this have sent forth the whole
of Ilis thunders, aud cmptied the magazines ot heaven; IIe
would long ere this have blasted the ecarth with the wondrous
fires of its lower regions, and man would have been utterly
destroyed; but the greatuess of Ilis power brings us merey.
Dear reader, what is vour state this evening? Can you by
humble faith look to Jesus and say, « My substitute, Thou
art my rock, my trust ' ?  Then. beloved. be not afraid of
God's power: for now that you are forgiven and accepted,
now that by taith vou have fled to Christ for refuge. the
power of God need no more territy you, than the ~hield and
sword of the warrior neced teriify those whom he loves.
Rather rejoice that Ile who is **great in power  ls jour

IFather and Friend
5 *
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“ Take up the cross, and follow Me.”” — Mark x. 21.
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/$0OU have not the making of your own cross, although
o unbelief 1s a master-carpenter at cross-making; nei-

ther are you permitted to choose your own cross,

although self-will would fain be lord and master ; but
your cross is prepared and appointed for you by divine love,
and you are cheerfully to accept it; you are to fake up the
cross as your chosen badge and burden, and not to stand
cavilling at it. This night Jesus bids you submit your
shoulder to His easy yoke. Do not kick at it in petulance,
or trample on it in vain-glory, or fall under it in despair, or
run away from it in fear, but take it up like a true follower
of Jesus. Jesus was a cross-bearer; He lcads the way 1n
the path of sorrow. Surely you could not desire a better
guide! And if He carries a cross, what nobler burden would
you desire ? The Via Crucis is the way of safety; fear not
to tread its thorny paths.

Beloved, the cross is not made of feathers, or lined with
velvet ; it is heavy and galling to disobedient shoulders; but
it is not an iron cross, though your fears have painted it with
iron colors; it is a wooden cross, and a man can carry it,
for the Man of Sorrows tried the load. Take up your cross,
and by the power of the Spirit of God you will soon be ro
in love with it, that, like Mo<es, you would not exchange the
reproach of Christ for all the treasures of Egypt. Remem-
ber that Jesus carried it, and it will smell sweetly ; remem-
ber that it will soon be followed by the crown, and the
thought of the coming weight of glory will greatly lighten
the present heavioess of trouble. The Lord help jou to
bow your spirit in submission to the divine will ere you
fall asleep this night, that waking with LO-IBOTTOW & &GS,
you may go forth to the dav’s cross with the holy and
submissive spirit which becomes a follower of the Cruai-

ficd.
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“O Lord of hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy upon Jeru-
salem? . . . And the Loid answered the angel . . . with good
words and comfortable words.” — Zechariahi. 12, 13.
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WUAT a sweet answer to an anxious inquiry! This
night let us rejoice in it. O Zion, there are good
things 1n store for thee; thy time of travail shall soon
be over; thy children shall be brought forth; thy captivity
shall end. Bear paticntly the rod for a scason, and under the
darkness still trust in God, for His love burneth towards thee.
(tod loves the church with a love too deep for human imagi-
nation : He loves her with all Ilis infinite heart. Thercfore
let her sons be of good courage ; she cannot be far from pros-
perity to whom (od speaketh ¢ good words and comfortable
words.” What these comfortable words are the prophet goes
on to tell us: *“ 1 am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with
a great jealousy.” The Lord loves Ilis church so much that
He cannot bear that she should go astray to others; and when
she has done so, He caunot endure that she should suffer too
much or too heavily. Ile will not have his enemies afflict her:
He is displeased with them because they incercase her misery.
When God seems most to leave His chureh, His heart is warm

towards her.  1istory shows us that whenever God uses a rod
to chasten His servants, e always breaks it afterwards, as if
He loathed the rod which gave His children pain. e feels
the smart far more than His people. ‘¢ Like as a father piti-
cth his childreun, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him.” God
Lath not forgotten us because e smites — His blows are no
evidences of waut of love. If thisis true of ITis church col-
lectively, 1t 1s of necessity true also of each individual mem-
ber.  Youwmay fear that the Lord has passed vou by, but 1t 13
not so: ke who counts the stars, and calls them by their
names, 13 10 no dauger of torgetting His own children.  He
Knows your case as thoroughlv as 1if vou were the only crea-
ture He ever made, or the ouly saint He ever loved.  Ap-
proach Him and be at peace.
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“ But Jonah rose up to flee unto T m*s?nsh from ﬂze pre?ence of the
Lord, and went down to Joppa.” — Jonah 1. 3

: N )

""’“NSTLAD of going to Nincveh to preach the word, as
@ God bade him, Jonah disliked the work, and went
down to Joppa to escape from it. There are occa-
sions when God’s servants shrink from duty. But what is the
conscquence ?  What did Jonah lose by his conduct? [le
lost the presence and comfortable enjoyment of (Jod’s love.
When we serve our Lord Jesus as believers should do, our
God is with us; and though we have the whole world again<t
us, if we have God with us, what does 1t matter? But the
moment we start back, and seek our own inventions, we are
at sca without a pilot. Then may we bitterly lament and
groan out, * O my God, where hast Thou gon¢ 2 How could
I have been so foolich as to shun Thy rervice, and in this
way to lose all the bright shinings of Thy face? This 18 a
price too high. Let me return to my allegiance, that T mayv
rejoice in Thy presence.” In the next place, Jounah lnst all
peace of mind. Sin soon destroysa believer's comfort. [t
is the poisonous upas tree, from whose leaves distil deadly
drops which destroy the hfe of joy and peace.  Jonah et
ererything upon which he myght have drawn for comport an vy
other case. He could not plead the promise of divine pro-
tection, for he was not 1 God’'s ways: he conlld not ey,
¢« Lord, I meet with these dificulties in the discharge of my
dutv, therefore help me throngh themn.” He was reaping his
own deeds: he was filled with his own way<. Chrictian, o
not play the Jonah, unless yvou wish to have all the waves
and the Lillew~ rolling over vour head, You will find 1n the

that it i~ fur harder to <hun the work and will of
Jerett doont Fics i,

Tt 1~ hard 1o conutend

lore tun
(vodd than to at onee vicld yours ~clf tov 1t
for he had to go to I‘arﬂuuh after all.

with God; . et us vield ourseives at onen.
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“ Belold, if the leprosy have covered all his flesh, he shall pio-
nounce him clean that hath the plague.” — Lev. xiil. 13.

. Ol e

g’; QTRANGLE enough this regulation appears, yet there
,}&\ was wisdom in it, for the throwing out of the disease

proved that the constitution was sound. This even-
ing it may be well for us to see the typical tcaching of so sin-
oular a rule. We, too, are lepers, and may read the law of
the leper as applicable to ourselves. When a man sees him-
self to be altogether lost and ruined, covered all over with
the defilement of sin, and in no part free from pollution;
when he disclaims all righteousness of his own, and pleads
ruilty before the Lord, then is he clean through the blood of
Jesus, and the grace of God. Ilidden, unfelt, unconfessed
iniquity is the true leprosy ; but when sin is seen and felt, 1t
has received its death blow, and the Lord looks with eyes of
mercy upon the soul aflicted with it.  Nothing is more deadly
than sel{-rightcousness, or more hopeful than contrition. We
must coufess that we are *“ nothing clse but sin,” for no con-
fossion short of this will be the whole truth; and if the Holy
Spirit be at work with us, convincing us of sin, there will be
no diflicalty about making such an acknowledgment — 1t will
spring spontancously from our lips.  What cowfort does the
text afford to truly awakened sinners : the very cireumstance
which so grievously discouraged them is here turned into a

sien and symptom of & hopeful state!  Stripping comes be-
fore clothing ; digging out the foundation is the first thing
building — and a thorough sense of sin is one of the earliest
works of grace in the heart.  Oh, thou poor leprous sinuner,
utterly destitute of a sound spot, take heart from the text,
and come as thou art to Jesus —

“ For let our debts be what they mav, however great or emall,
As soon s we have nonxht to pay. our Lord forwives us Adl
'11s perfect poverty alone that sets the soul at larze
While ne can call oue mite our owu, we bave oo tull discharge. ™
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“Whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.”
Micah v. 2.
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A IIL Lord Jesuq had goings forth for III‘-‘: people, as
 their representative hefore the throne, long before they
appeared upon the stage of time. It was ¢ from ever-
lasting ” that He signed the compact with His Father, that
He would pay blood for blood, suffering for suffering, agony
for agony, and death for death, in the behalf of Ilis people;
it was ¢ from everlasting ™ that IIe gave Himself up, without
a murmuring word, that from the crown of His head to the
sole of Iis foot He might sweat great drops of blood, that
He might be spit upon, pierced, mocked, rent asunder, and
crushed beneath the pains of death. TIlis goings forth as our
Surety were from everlasting. Pause, my soul, and wonder !
Thou hadst goings forth in the person of Jesus ¢ from ever-
lasting.” Not only when thou wast born into the world did
Christ love thee, but ITis delights were with the sons of men
before there were any sons of men., Often did He think of
them; from everlasting to everlasting He had set His affec-
tion upon them. What! my soul, has Ile been so long about
thy salvation, and will not He accomplish it ? Has lle from
everlasting been going forth to save me, and will e loge me
now >  What! has He carried me in Hi< hand, as lhs pre-
cious jewel, and will Ile now let me «lip from between His
fineers > Did He chooce me before the mountains were
brnu"ht forth, or the channels of the deep were digged, and
will he reject me now®  Impossible! I am sure He would
not have loved me so long if e had not been a changeless
Lover. If He could grow weary of me, He would have been
tired of me long before now.  If lle had not Joved me with
a love as deep a~ bell, and as strong as death, He would have
turned from me long ago. Oh, joy above all joys, to know
that T am His everlasting and inalicnable inheritance, given
to Him by His Father or ever the earth was! Everlasuong
love shall be the pillow for my head tbis pight.
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¢« The barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail,

according to the word of the Lord, which He spake by Elyal.”
— 1 Kings xvit. 106.
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@EE the faithfulness of divine love. You obscrve that
A

this woman had dasly necessities. She had herself

and her son to feed in a time of famine; and now,
in addition, the prophet Elijah was to be fed too. But
though the need was threefold, yet the supply of meal wasted
not, for she had a constant supply. Each day she made calls
upon the barrel, but yet each day it remained the same. You,
dear reader, have daily necessities, and because they come
80 frequently, you are apt to fear that the barrel of meal will
one day be cmpty, and the cruse of oil will fail you. Rest
assurcd that, according to the Word of God, this shall not
be the case. Kach day, though 1t bring its trouble, shall
bring its help; and though you should live to outnumber the
years of Methuselah, and though your needs should be as
many as the saunds of the sea-shore, yet shall God’s grace and
werey last through all your necessities, and you shall never
know a real lack. For three long years, in this widow’s days,
the heavens never saw a cloud. and the stars never wept a
holy tear of dew upon the wicked ecarth : famine, and deso-
Intion, and death made the land a howling wilderness, but this
woman never was huungry, but always joyful in abundance.
So shall it be with you. You shall see the sinner’s hope per-
1sh, for he trusts his native strength ; you shall see the proud
Pharisee’s contidence totter, for he builds his hope upon the
sand : you shall sec even your own schewmes blasted and with-
ercd, but you yourself shall find that your place of defeuce
shall be the muuition of rocks. ¢ Your bread shall be given
you, and your water shall be sure.” Better have God for
your guardian, than the Bavk of England for your posses-
sion.  You wight speud the wealth of the Indies, but the
lutinite riches of God you can never eshaust.
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“ Now we have recetved . . . the Spirit which is of God; that we
might know the thwngs that are freely guen to us of God.”
— 1 Corinthians i1, 12,

By e e et — —— e —— . — i \ - wr——— Y o el

v, KL AR reader, have you received the spirit which 1s of
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”j (rod, wrought by the oly Ghost in your soul? The
2 necessity of the work of the Iloly Spirit in the heart
may be clearly seen from this fact, that all which has been
done by God the Father, and by God the Son, must be 1ncf-
fectual to us, unless the Spurit shall reveal these things to our
souls. What effeet does the doctrine of clection have upon
any man until the Spirit of God enters into hun?  klection
is a dead letter in my consciocusness until the Spirit of (od
calls me out of darkness into marvellous light. 7Then, through
my calling, I see my election, and knowing myself to he called
of God, I know mysclf to have heen chosen in the cternal
purpose. A covenant was made with the Lord Jesus Christ,
by His Father; but what avails that covenant to us until the
IHoly Spirt brings u< 1ts bless<ings, and opens our hearts to
receive them ? There hang the blessings on the nail — Chirist
Jesus; but being short of stature, we cannot reach them
the Spirit of God takes them down and bands them to us, and
thus they become actually ours.  Covenant blescings m tham-
selves are Itke the manna in the skics, far out of mortal reach,
but the Spirit of Gold opens the windows of heaven, and «cat-
ters the living bread around the camp of the spiritual Tsrael.
Christ’s fini~hed work 1< hke wine stored 1n the wine-vat;
through unbelief we can neither draw nor drink.  The Holy
Spirit dips onr vessel mra this precious wine, and then we
drink; but without the Npirit we are as truly dead in <in as
thoueh the Father never had dlected, and though the Son had
never boucsht us with His blood.  The Holv Spirit 1 ab<o-
lute iy nece-<ary to our weil-bang  Let us walk lovingly
toward~ i, and tremble at the thought of grieving Hiw.



